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AvgUBt, 1782 461 

MONDAY, AUGUST la, 1783 

In pursuance of the resolution of the sixteenth day of July- 
last, the agents for the Commonwealth of Pensylvaniaand for 
Connecticut made report as follows: 

To the honorable the Congrees of the United States of America: 

We the underwritten agents on the part of the Commonwealth of 
Pensylvania, and of the State of Connecticut, do hiunbty certify, that 
in pursuance of the resolution of Congrees bearing date the mxteenth 
dayof July lastiWe have met and conferred together, and by joint con- 
sent have appointed the following gentlemen as conunisaioners to con- 
stitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question 
between the said states, that is to say, the Hon. 'Vmiiam Whipple, 
esq. of New Hampshire; the Hon. Major General Nathaniel Greene, 
of Khode Island; the Hon. David Brearley and William Churchill 
Houston, esqis. of New Jersey; the Hon. Cyrus OrifEn and Joseph 
Jones, eeqrs. of Vii^inia; and the Hon. John Rutledge, esq. of South 
Carolina, any five or more of whom we have agreed shall constitute 
a court, and have authority to proceed and detennine the matter and 
difference between the said states. At the same time we beg leave 
most humbly to request that Congress will be pleased to determine how 
much shall be allowed to the said commiaajonera as a compensation 
tta their services, and also in what manner and by whom they ahall be 
paid. 

Dated the 8th day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and dghty-two, and in the 7th year of our inde- 
pendence. 

Kgned, W ttitam Bradford, Jun. 

JOBBFH Reed, Agents ior Pen- 

JoNATBtAN D. Sasqbant, E^^lvaiiia. 

H. OSBOBNB, 

ELIPHAI.BT Dtbb, Agents for Con- 

JsssE Root, necticut.* 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [John] 
Lowell, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, and Mr. [Jfuues] Madison, to 

■ Acc(«diiig to Papen of the Conti-nenUii Congrttt, Committee Book, No. 186, this 
joint repwt of the agenia for Pennsylvania and Connecticut was refened, on tUa day, 
to Hr. [John Htain] Boott, Hi. [Jaince] ModiBon, and Mr. [John] Withenpoon. 

2708'— TOL 28—14—1 
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whom was referred a letter of the 9th of July from the 
CommaQder in Chief, with sundry papers enclosed: 

BesUved, That Congress approve the conduct of General 
Washington In refusing to enter into any discusaon with 
General Carleton on the subject of the treason laws passed by 
the several states. 

Resolved, That the states of America which compose the 
union, being sovereign and independent, the laws respectively 
passed by them for their internal government and the pun- 
ishment of their offending citizens, cannot be submitted to 
the discussion of a foreign power, much less of an enemy. 

2. That as soon as due provision shall be made on the part of the 
enemy for settling and dischaiging tiie balance due to the U. S. for 
the past maintenance of Prisoners, and solid arrangements made to 
provide for them in future, a general exchange of prisoners will be 
concurred in on the part of the U. States. 

3. That a copy of the two last resolutions be transmitted by Geni 
Washington to Genl Carleton. 

Beport i of ' tboCommitteo to wh e m w oo lo ei Mnmit t od th e popoit on 
t he lettop of Gono fa l ' W as bingtoB - s ubmi t - t be f a llowing ro fl oli rtieflw 

Thftb Con g isifl s have ■ft lw s y s-be wi - and still a p e » es dy to e oneof in a 
aa rtol for an egobw>ge -o f -pFisoDe fs on equ a l a nd ju s t pFiaoiplco and 
l yppove of the meaoupco t a hon foy that pnqao a e by the Comm imdw 

That -a copy -e f - tbia - fo se lntion b e t w n a mit te d by G e ni i Wi to the 
Bfitiah Commandopin Chief in Now Y e fhr * 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur] 
I^ee, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, and Mr. [John] Rutledge, to 
whom was referred a letter of the 5, from General Washing- 
ton, Congress came to the followii^ resolutions: 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from GenI Wash- 
ington of August 5, 17S2, enclosing the copy of a letter from Sir Guy 
Cuieton and Admiral D^by dated August 2*^ and the reports of two 
committees together with sundry letters relative to a partial exchange 

■ Thia report, in the writing of Jamee MmUbod , is in the Papers o/ rt« Omtmen&ii Cbn- 
«rnt,No.l9, VI,hiUi>3W. 
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of prisonerB, haviiig cooaidered the same, beg leave to submit the 
foUowing reeolutions: 

Whereas from the late publications the people throu^out 
the United States may be induced to believe that Congress 
have received authentic communications upon the subject 
of an approaching peace: 

Resolved, That the letter of August the 2d, 1782, from ^eif 
Eg ee HewH ee Sir Guy Carleton and Admiral Digby, to hia 
EHoellonoy the Commander in Chief, be made public. 

Resolved, That Congress consider the above letter as mere 
matter of information, inexplicit as to the nature and extent 
of the independency directed to be proposed by the Bntish 
plenipotentiary; and as Congress have received no informa- 
tion on this subject from their ministers for n^otiating a 
peace, therefore no public measure can or ought to be taken 
upon it in its present form. 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby, recommended to the 
several states in the imion, not to remit of their exertions 
for canying on the war with vigor, as the only effectxial 
means of seeming the settlement of a safe and honorable 



Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to 
propose to his Britannic Majesty's commanders at New York, 
the appointment ol conomissioners to settle forthwith a 
general cartel for the exchange of prisonera, a s- tbo mo s t 
offootunl moooup e- fop ge lMmng - th e- oitigoP B and gnbjoot ft 
of tho two power e- from tho mi fl orios of captivity taking 
care that the liquidation of accoxmts and settlement of the 
balance due for the maintenance of prisoners, be provided for 
therein. 

¥ba b the C e mmMtd ef- in - Gbi e f - be ft B t ho f ised t »- «apowe f- tb »- e «B > - 
micaionoi ' o^ oonunia fl Jonoy s b e a hall appoin t- to -a e tt l e a -g cpeinl otwtd 
to Foloo a o the Fi g ht ■ Honof a blo Lieu t . "G f eaegttl - Eafl - ComwalliB tmm 
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hJ a- p ft F a l a —iB — F c tt i pn fop o fl im ilftf — indnle e nco - gi ' mted by hie 

Rril i imnin M n j iY tt i j tn t hn H n nM r Mr i T iii i i r rnni ' 



[TUESDAY, AUGUST 13. 178a.] 

The committee on the letter of SuperinteDdant of Finance of 23 
July report, 

That all the transactions included in the late Commissarj Qeneral 
Joseph Tnimbul's acct. referred to them, were at a time prior to the 
eommonoemont of the date of any depreciation, as marlEed in the 
table published by Congress — ^but that an actual depreciation had 
then begun as appears by the advanced prices of many of the latter 
purchases. 

That the rates of the commissions on the expenditures were settled 
by a resolution of Congress posterior to such date, and when the 
depreciation was considerable — hence the question, whether the com- 
missions should be valued as specie or be estimated by the dejn^cia- 
tion at the period of said resolution. 

¥ 9 « f-e wHi a ilite e l a ying it down as a prineiple th a t thev i Une e f 
t h e oommi afl ioDB - e ai 'n e d s hould -be ae the oirponditupe B fromwhieb 
tb e y' a Fi e O) ob s oiTCs -t b at- a e itboF of th e a boy e - modea of detoFmina 
tion will bo oonai s tiont. 

Your Committee are of opinion that in this case either of the 
modes of settlement would be erroneous, they laying it down aa a 
principle that the value of the conmussions earned should be aa the 
expenditures from which they arise — ^in confomuty to this juinciple 
they o£Fer the following resolution, 

That be directed in the settlement of the accounts of 

the late Commissary General Joseph Trumbul, to assume some capital 
article or articles in his purchases as a standard and by the advance 
at the several periods b^ond the current specie prices, to discover 
the actual depreciation in his ncponditures; and that he thereby 

> ThiB report, in Hia writuig of Arthuz Lee, ia in the Pape-t of the ContinmkU CSon- 
frai, No. 19, VI, folio 401. The preamble is on folio 413. 

On this date, according to the indoreement, a letter at July II, from Hajcff Genenl 
Greene, was read and referred to Ur. [Joeeph] Montgomery, Mi. IBnkiel| C(viteU 
and Mi. [Theodorick] Bland. It i« in No. 155, II, folio 473. 

On this, or an approximate date, waa redd a letter of July 13, Emm Major Oeneial 
Qraene. It ia in No. 156, II, folio 486. 

Also, on thifl date, aa the indonement indicUei, a letter from Major Qenwal Qreene, 
dated July 14, waa lead. It ia on folio 49S. 
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adjust the true value and amount of the commiasiona to be allowed 
the said Conuniasaiy Gieneral on hia expenditures. 

And that by the same rule he ascertain the true value of those 
Bums he applied to his own use out of the several issues, in order 
that a just ballance may be struck.' 

WBDHESDAY, AUGUST 14, 178a 

The committee, consisting of Hr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [John] 
Rutledge, and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, to whom was referred a 
letter of the 5, from Major General Gates, brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom the letter from Major General Gates dated 
August h*^ 1782 was referred, have had the same under consideration 
and submit tJie following reatdution — 

TPhereas Congress by a resolution of the S"* day of October, 1780, 
directed the Commander in Chief to order a Court of Enquiry to be 
held on the conduct of Major General Gates; and General Greene 
having stated that the situation of the Southern Army rendered such 
a Court of Enquiry during the campaign impracticable, and having 
also written "That he had opportimity of viewing the ground where 
Gen! Gates fought, as well as the disposition and order of battle, 
from all which he was more fully confirmed in his former sentiments, 
that General Gates was unfortunate, but not blamable, and that he 
was confident from all the enquiries he has since made General Gates 
will acquit himself with honor" it is therefore 

Beiohed, that the said Resolution of the 5"* Day of October 1780 
be revoked, and that Major General Gates do return to his duty is-^ 
f as the Commander in Chief shall direct.' 



On motion of Mr. [John] Rutledge, seconded by Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell, 

"This it indoTwd; It npvt^fiapoit of Mr. IGsorge] Clymer, Mr. [Jouthan] 
Jackaon, Mr. [Edwud] TeUair. It wu lecommiUed to confer vitb lh« Snperin- 
tendvit of Riunce. It ia in the vridiig of Geotg« Cljrmer and ia in tbe Paptn t^ (k 
Cantinattat Cmgrm No. 19, VI, folio 63. Committee Book, No. 186, ehowa that it 
WM (Miverad Angnat 13 and that another report was made Septembto' IS. See pcwt 
October 1. 

* Tbia reixirt, in the writing of Arthur Lee , ia in the Popo-t 0/ tfte OmMnmloi C^m^reM, 
No. 19, II, folio 403. GenenJ Oatea'a letter, d«t«d FhiladeliAiia, Augitat 6, ia in 
No. 164, II, folio 369. 
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Resolved, That the resolution of the 5 day of October, 1780, 
directing a court of enquiiy on the conduct of Major General 
Gatee, be repealed ; and that he take command in the main 
army, as the Commander in Chief shall direct. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas uid nays beii^; 
required by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 



MatBadimettt, 






Delaieare, 




Mr. Jackson, 


•y 


* 


Mr. McEean, 


ay 


Blmle hland. 






Wharton, 


ay 


Mr. Cornell, 


«y 




Mm/land, 




Howell, 


«j 


•y 


Mr. Hanson, 


ay 


OmtuOunii, 






riiyinto, 




Mr. Boot, 


«y 




Mr. Madison, 


ay 


Huntington, 


«y 


ay 


Bland, 


no 


Dyer, 


«y 




Lee, 


«y 


Sew York, 






North Oarolim, 




Mr. Duane, 


«y 




Mr. WilliamHon, 


ay 


Scott, 


ay 


«y 


Blount, 


ay 


SewJmes, 






8<mlh OanUrui, 




Mr.Cluk, 


■J 




Mr. Butledge, 


«y 


Condict, 


no 


«y 


Ramsay, 


ay 


Wltberspoon, 


ay 




Middleton, 


«y 


Pennaylvania, 






Oervais, 


ay 


Mr. Mont^mery, 


ay 




Gtmgia, 




Smith, 


no 


ay 


Mr. Telfair, 


ay 


Clymer, 


ay 




Jones, 
Few, 


ay 
ay 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The Committee [Mr. John Morin Soott, Mr. James Madison, Mr. 
John Witherspoon] to whom was referred the joint application of the 
Agents for the States of Connecticut and Pennsylvania notifying to 
Congress their appointment of Commiasioners for hearing and deter- 
mining the matter in Question between the said States, and requesting 
Congress to determine how much shall be allowed to the said Com- 
missioners for their services and in what manner, and by whom th^ 
shall be paid, Report that they have duly considered such parts of the 
Articles of Confederation of these United States as in any wise respect 
the subject matter of the said notification. That in the opinion of the 
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Committee no sward of costs can by the lav of the land be made by 
any Judicatory in any cause whatooever unless provision be made for 
the purpose by some exprsss and positiTe law. 

That the Articles of Confederation are entirely silent as well with 
reepeet to the allowance to the Commissi for their services in the 
present case as to the parties by whom, and the manner in which the 
same shall be paid. Which allowance as well as all other necessary 
ezpencea, tho' they would properly, between private parties, be 
considered as costs of suit, yet the award of costs, as it implies not 
only a recompense for injury to the gaining party, but also a penalty 
on tiie losing party for litigiousness, would in the opinion of the 
Committee be inconsistent with the dignity of Sovereign and Inde- 
pendent States. 

That the Committee are of opinion neverthdess that the appoint- 
ment of the Commissioners having been made by voluntary act of 
the parties in the mode prescribed by the Articles of Confederation,the 
Commissionera may lawfully proceed in the execution of their trust 
at the expence of one of the parties, if the other party on demand made 
should neglect or refuse to make the necessaty provision on their part 
for such expence. 

That the usual allowance to CommissionerB in mmilar cases, before 
dke declaration of the Independence of these United States, was a 
guinea per day, and their expences, which allowance and expence were 
equally borne and defrayed by the parties. 

That tho' Congress cannot authoritatively uiterpose in the present 
case any farther than to order the said notification to be entered on 
their Joumab; yet as the parties have requested them to determine 
what allowance shall be made to the CommiBsioners appointed by 
them and in what manner and by whom the same shall be paid, the 
Cranmittee beg leave to report the following Resolution to wit: 

flw rf iw Jt Thnfe the writton Notifiootion s ub s oFtb e d by the >oopoe t i¥o 
ftgC B tft of 't he B t a t ea of Conneotieut a nd Pennaylv a nift - of th e appoint 
ment of CommiwieneF B to oonetitn t c a - oourt I s f hoaping and d et oF - 
miniBB ' bb e ip at te^in qn eat ioD bct we wi tho o a id otftt e fl) bo enter e d -rt 
l e eg t h on t h e Jow a l e e f C e ngi -eiS i ' to se w e-ae p e Fp et o ri-e yidenoe of 

Beadhed, That it be and it is hereby recommended to each of the 
saui contending parties to make suitable provision for the payment of 
one moiety of per day and the one moiety of the reasonable 

«q>6iiceB of each Commissioner, who shall undertake the execution 
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of the trust, for every day he shall attend that sOTvice, and from 
time to time as the same ^lall by him be required.' 

Ordertd, That a letter, of 13th, from WUliam Geddes, demring leave 
of absence for three or four weeks to visit his family, be referred to 
the Superintendant of finance.' 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 178a 

The proceedings and sentence of a general court-martial 
on the trial of Major General McDougall, having been read: 

Revived, That Congress approve the sentence of the said 
court. 

Ordered, That a letter of 14 from John Mitchell, late 
deputy quartermaster general, complaining that a suit has 
been brought against him for articles purchased for the use 
of the army, be sent to the legislature of the State of Pensyl- 
vania, to make provision as required by the requisition of the 
10 of March last. 

The Committee [Ur. James Madison, Mr. James Duane, Mr. John 
Bntledge, Mr. Jonathan Jackson, Mr. John Witberapoonj appointed 
to consider and report to Congress the most advisable means of 
securing the several claims of the U. States not included in their 
ultimatum, of the day of 

Recommend, That the Committee to whom was referred the Report 
of a previous Committee, relative to the said claims be instructed to 
deliver over to the Secretaiy for foreign affairs the materials which 
they may have collected in support thereof, and that the said Secre- 
tary perfect and transmit the same to the Afinisters Plenipotentiary 
for negotiating peace for their information and use, provided thai 

"IlusNpon, in thewrilingof J<dmM<»inBcott,iBiii thePapsvo^t^ Continaital 
Congren, No. SO, I, folio 337. The indoreement diows tbat it was delivered on this 
day, euteied and read. See ante Augiat 12 and po*( August 23. 

'Thifl order wu entered only in the journal kept by the Becretuy of Congren for 
the SuperintAndent of Finance: Uvrrit Papen, Congrtuional ProeMdiru/t. 

On Ihu day, according to the indorBemest, a petition, dated Barcelona, February 27, 
1762, from John Guy Gautier, was read. It is in the Paper§ <tf the Continenlal Cbn> 
prcw, No. 42, III, folio 242, and Ji^nt Jay's note trf transmittal is written upon it. 

Also, a letter of August 13, from the Secretary at War, laying the memorial of three 
Canadian Officers, belonging to Genetal Hazen's regiment, before Congress. It is in 
No. 14S. I, folio 579. 
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nothing which shall be done by virtue of this Seeolution shall be 
construed to affect any dispute which now does or may hereafter 
subsist between individual States, or between the V. States, and an 
individual State. 

That the Ministers Plenipotentiary for n^otiating peace be in- 
structed to communicate to his Most Xn Majesty so much of the 
facts and observations so to be transmitted and in such form, as they 
shaU judge fit, representing to his Majesty that Congress Have caused 
the same to be compiled and laid before him, under a petsuaaion that 
he will find therein such clear proofs both of the valicUty and impor- 
tance of all their claims as will silence any pretensions by which they 
may be opposed. That this representation of the grounds of the said 
claims was rendered the more essential on the part of Congress by the 
extreme solicitude of their constituents with n^ard to those objects, 
and by the ardent desire of Congress not only that this just solicitude 
should be eventually satisfied; but that it may be found that every 
useful precaution had been taken to that end; that the favorable 
circumstances under which a negotiation is likely to be carried on, 
afford additional confidence that the issue will not disappoint the 
expectations of the U. States, nor the zeal with which his Majesty has 
assured them he shall support their interests; but oa the contrary 
that the magnanimity and wisdom which led his Majesty into the 
war in their behalf, and which have marked his conduct through the 
course of it, will appear with fresh lustre in the act by which it is to 
be terminated, and that the alliance and amity which have been 
cemented by the mingled blood of the two nations, will derive still 
further stability from the final attainment of the just demands of both 
of them.' 

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Samuel John Atlee, Mr. Noble 
■VRmberly Jones, Mr. David Howell] report. 

A memorial and petition from sundry prisoners lately arrived from 
Great Britain praying that they may be lodged during their con- 
tJnuaoce in Philadelphia in the barracks and be supplied with rations — 

The Committee beg leave to recommend that the Secretary at War 
request the liberty of the barracks for the said prisoners of the Elxecu- 
tive Council of the State of Pennsylvania and that the S up e rint e nden t 
e f Finan ee Agent of Marine take order for their being supplied with 
rations.' 

' Hub rqx^t, in tbe vrituig of Jamea Mftdiaon, ia in tlie Papen of tAe Gmtmmial 
Canfirett, No. 25, II, folio 125. The iBdonement atatea that it ww read on tliia day. 

* Hub i«port, in thewTitfngofBamaelJoha Atlee, ha'm^a Paper* of Hie ContmtrUal 
Confrtu, No. 32, folio 381. The indorsement Aiowa that it was paaaed on this day. 
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The Committee of the Week Report: 

That the letter from John Mitchell late D. Q. M. G. compluniiig 
that a suit has been brought against him for articles purchased for 
use of the Army, be sent to the Le^slature of the State of PenDsyl- 
TBiiia to make proTifflon as required by the requiation of Congrees 
of the 19* March 1782.' 

The Committee of the Week Report: 

A memorial from James Smith late A. C. Purchases complauung 
of sundry suits being brought against him for purchases made for the 
use of the United States, and praying for monies to enable liim to 
dischai^ his debts &? 

The Committee b^ leave to recommend that so much of the sud 
memorial as respects the suits brought agunst the said Smith be 
sent to the L^slature of the State of Pennsylvania and that the 
remainder of the said memorial be referred to the Cwnp fc rollOTof 
Aoeouat B Superintendant of Finance.* 

MONDAY. AUGUST 19, 1782 

Mr. [Turbett] Wright, a del^ate for Maryland, returned, 
and took his seat. 

Ordered, That the petition of Jellia Fonda, praying payment for 
provisions furnished the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, for which actions 
are commenced against him, be referred to the Superintendant of 
Finance to take order. * 

' Thifl report, in th« writing of SamnelJcdmAtlee, tain the Popera 0/ tA« Omfttwntof 
Congrttt, No. 32, (olio 385. It is undated but belongs to this period. 

*Thla report, in the writing of SamualJohn Atlee, iaia^iePapertqflhe Cimtinental 
Qingntt, No. 32, folio 383. It ia undated, but belongs to this period. 

On this day, according to the indoiBement, a letter of AugOHt 4, from the Governor 
of New York, tranmoitting concurrent reaoIutionB of the legislature of Hew York, d 
July 21 and 22, wu referred to the Grand Committee. The letter is in No. 78, VI, 
lollo 139. Coroimtt«e Book No. 186 shows that the resolutioiiB were "on the piesmt 
rituadon <d aSain, for augmenting the powen ol Coi^reas, " and that the Grand Com- 
mittee WM discharged April 28, 1783, and the biuinees referred to a committee of five. 

* This wder was entered only in the journal kept by the Secretary of CongrcM for 
the Superintendant of Finance: JlorrU Papert, Congrtttiemal proetedingi. 

On this day, according to the indonement, a memorial of Colonel Lewis Nioda 
was read. Itisinthe Papo'i o/tAc ConUwntai Congnu, No. 41, VII, folio 88. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST m, 178a 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. 
[Edmimd] Randolph and &fr. [Joseph] Montgomery, to 
whom was referred the report of a committee on instructions 
to the delegates of Massachusetts, JolotiTO to tiio fieborio B 
having reported, " that the facts and observations collected 
by the committee, be referred to the Secretary for fwe^ 
affairs to be by him digested, completed, and transmitted 
to the ministers plenipotentiaiy of the United States for 
n^^tiadng a treaty of peace." 

The Committee to whom was refeored the Report of & Committee 
to whom was referred the instruction to the Delegates of Massachu- 
sotta Bay have coUected the facts and observations herewith reported 
to Coi^ress, which they recommend to be referred to the Secretary 
fw Fordgn Affuis to be by him d^ested, completed and transmitted 
to the Wnisters Plenipotentiary for n^otiating peace for th^ 
information and use.* 

On the 17th of November, 1781, the delegates for 
Massachusetts laid l>ef ore Congress the following act of 
the l^islature of that State. 

" CoMMONWi:Ai;rH of Massachusetts, 

"Oct. 27, 1781. 

" It appefiring to this court of the highest importance 
to the United States in general, and to this State in 
particular, that the nght to the fisheries heretofore 
enjoyed by the subjects of the United States, should in 
a future settlement of peace be acknowledged and 
secured to them: Therefore, 

"Resolved, That the del^ates in Congress for this 
Commonwealth be and they are hereby instructed, to 
represent to Congress the importance of the fisheries to 
this State, and to use their utmost influence that instruc- 
tions be given to the ministers appointed by Congress 

' This pangmjdi, in the writing of Junes Ukdlwm, ia in the Papof* oj At Cmlj- 
noUoI Congrttt, No. 20, 1, folio 87. 
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for n^otiatiog a peace, in the most preasing manner to 
insist, that the frra and unmolested exercise of this right 
be continued and secured to the subjects of the United 
States of America, in a future settlement of peace. 

"And it is further resolved, That the secretary be and 
he is hereby directed, to forward the aforegoing resolve 
without delay to the delegates in Congress for this 
Commonwealth." 

The aforegoing, t<^ether with sundry papers relative 
to the fisheries, was referred to a committee, consisting 
of Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll and Mr. 
[James] Madison, who on the 8th January, 1782, reported 
as follows: 

The committee to whom were referred the several 
papers relating to the fisheries have duly considered 
the same, and are of opinion, that the best security for 
this object, short of admitting it into the ultimatum for 
peace, will be a representation to his Most Christian 
Majesty, through our ministers for negotiating peace, 
of its great importance to the United States, and of the 
grounds upon wMch it is cMmed and expected; and 
beir^ also of opioion that a like representation touching 
the other claims of the United States excluded from the 
ultimatum would have a tendency no less salutary, they 
have prepared instructions to the said ministers in this 
comprehenfflve plan, and report the same as foUows for 
the consideration of Congress: 

That the ministers plenipotentiary for negotiatir^ 
peace, or in case they should not be convened, the minis- 
ter plempotentiary at the Court of Versailles, be in- 
structed to acquaint his Most Christian Majesty, that 
notwithstanding the occasion presented to the United 
States, by the ngnal and various advantages gained over 
the enemy, of enlai^ing their ultimatiun for peace, the 
firm reliance which Congress have on the friendship 
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and influence of his Majesty has determined them not 
to depart from their resolution of the day of 

last, by which all the objects of their de«res and 
expectations, excepting only the independence of the 
United States and their alliance ^th his Majesty, are 
eventually submitted to his councils. But that in order 
to make him more fully Benmble of the extent and founda- 
tion of these desires and expectations, have thought it 
expedient that some observations should be made to 
him relative to the several objects which are most likely 
to fall within the compass of negotiation. 

One of these objects, and which is intimately con- 
nected with the independence of the United States, is 
the exterior boundary by which their extent is to be 
defined. On this occasion it is to be observed, that our 
contest will be with his Britannick Majesty alone. 
Under his authority the limits of these states, while in 
the character of colonies, were established; to these 
limits the United States, considered as independent 
sovereignties, have succeeded. WhatsoevCT tcaritorial 
rights, therefore, belonged to them before the Revolu- 
tion, were necessarily devolved upon them at the era 
of independence. 

Those grounds support the assertion, that the United 
States are bounded as they are declared to be in the 
instructions given to Mr. Adams on the day of 

August, 1779. 

As the efforts of his Britannick Majesty will be princi- 
pally directed f^ainst the western and northweet^n 
boimdary, the observations on this subject may be con- 
fined thereto. 

The treaty of Paris of 1763, to which his Most 
Christian Majesty and the British king were parties, 
restricted those colonies, which were before extended 
by their charters to the sea, to the river Mississippi. 
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To this river then these states will still extend in the 
same manner, imless by some subsequent constitutional 
and rightful act their limits have been abridged. 

The n^otiations on this head will probably assume 
a variety of forms. None perhaps will be more strenu- 
ously u^ged than those which arise from his Britannick 
Majesty's proclamation on the 7th day of October, 1763, 
the treaty of Fort Stanwix, in 1768, between him and 
the Six Nations, and the British statute in 1774, estab- 
lishing, among other things, the boundaries of Quebec. 

1. If it can be supposed that the purpose of the procla^ 
mation was to affect the boimdaries of the United States, 
it must be remembered to be the act of the very prince 
against whom we contend; that it preceded, a short 
time only, the manifestation of those wicked and oppres- 
sive measures which gave biri^h to the Revolution; and 
that it directly interfered with the rights accruing to 
the colonies by the ancient and more solemn acts of his 
predecessors. 

But by the prohibition to the gov^nours of the other 
colonies than of Quebec, East Florida, or West Florida, 
to grant warrants of survey, or pass patents "for the 
present, and until his (the British king's) farther pleasure 
should be known," for any lands beyond the heads or 
sources of any of the rivers, which fall into the Atlantick 
ocean from the west and northwest, is stroi^y shown 
an opinion that there were lands beyond the heads of 
those rivers within the grants of the govemours. 

By the prohibition too to grant warrants of survey, or 
pass patents for any lands whatever, which, " not having 
been ceded to or purchased by the British king, w^« 
reserved to the Indians, or any of them," a restriction 
of territory could not have been designed by a king, 
who granted the charters to the colonies, knowing that 
they would interfere with the righte of the Indians, who 
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has alwa}^ considered a ces^on, or purchase from the 
Indians, not so much the source of a title as a milder 
means of preventing their hostility, who, since the date 
of the proclamation, has granted through the prohibited 
govemours themselves lai^ quantities of land beyond 
the heads of those rivers, and whose own gec^rapher, 
in a map describing and distinguishing the British, 
Spanish and French dominions in America, according 
to the aforesaid treaty of Paris, carries the states of 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia, 
as far as the Mississippi. 

In a word, this part of the proclamation seems to 
have been intended merely to shut up the land offices, 
not to curtail limits; to keep the Indians in peace, not 
to relinquish the i^ts accruing under the charters, 
and particularly that of pre-emption. 

2. The treaty of Fort Stanwix is susceptible of a 
similar answer, by viewing it as an instrument of peace, 
not the conveyance of a title. For there is reason to 
believe, that the British king has never ratified it; and 
yet it is notorious that his govemours have granted 
lands within the cession then made. 

If it be said that the authority to grant those lands 
was derived from the treaty of Lancaster, in 1744, here 
then is a forcible illustration of our doctrine. For on 
■v/haX principle, but on account of peace, could the 
Britbh king have attempted to procure a new cession 
of the same countryl On the other hand, if the 
authority to grant those lands was not derived from the 
treaty of Lancaster, it can rest on no other foundation 
than that of his charters. 

3. The Quebec act is one of the multiplied causes of 
our opposition, and finally of the Hevolution. No stress, 
therefore, ought to be laid on it, even if in its operation 
it abridged the boundaries of the states. But the pro- 
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vision, that nothing therein contained relative to the 
boundary of the province of Quebec should in any 
wise affect ihe boundaries of any other colony, excludes 
such an operation, and confirniB chartered rights. 

Should Great Britain retain that portion of the United 
States borderii^ on the Mississippi, the neighbour- 
hood of her possessions will be imminently dangerous 
to our peace. Should she also retain Canada and 
West Florida, or even Canada alone, by applying herself 
to tJie settlement of that country, and pushing on her 
trade there with vigour, a new nursery for her marine 
wiU speedily be established. 

From a full confidence that the western territory now 
contended for lay within the United States, the British 
posts therein have been reduced by our citizens, and 
American government is now exercised within the same; 
large bounties of land have been promised to the army; 
and we have relied on it as an important soim^e for dis- 
chaining the debts incmred during the war. 

For a considerable distance beyond the Apalachian 
mount^ns, and particularly on the Ohio, Am^ican 
citizens are actually settled at this day. By the sur- 
render therefore of the western territory to Great 
Britain, a lai^ nmnber of fencible men, men too who 
have not been behind any of their fellow citizens in the 
struf^le for liberty, would be thrown back within her 
power. 

But a decisive objection exists against this mutilation 
of oiur country, that the principle by which it would be 
limited to the distance of a mile only from the Missis- 
sippi, would justify mutilations to an immense extent. 
Ao e th e i * obj e ofc in which tbo a e s tato a - a ro no t - Io bb ■ in t o fefl tod - ia 
t h e ir oomm e n r i gh t of fi e b i ng io ' t h e K e rth A m e rioan oooo and 
paftiioulnrly on the bonka of Nowfoundla nd; — With ■ I ' oopoot to thin 
e lmi m e f ■■ t h a -Unifcod S t a to B the flu id minia t iOT B are - iD B tFueted 
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Another claiin is the commoa right of the United 
States to take fish in the North American seas, and 
particularly on the banks of Newfoundland. With 
respect to this object, tiie said ministers are instructed 
to consider and contend for it, as described in the 
instructions relative to a treaty of commerce, given to 
John Adams on the twenty-nintti of September, 1779, 
as equally desired and expected by Congress with any 
of the other claims not made ultimata in the instruc- 
tions given to the ministers plenipotentiary for nego- 
tiating a peace on the day of last, and are 
therein referred to as objects of the desires and expectsr 
tions of Congress. They are also instructed to observe 
to his Most Christian Majesty with respect to this claim, 
that it does not extend to any parts of the sea lying 
within three leagues of the shores held by Great Britain 
or any other nation. That under this limitation it is 
conceived by Congress, a common right of taking fish 
cannot be denied to them without a manifest violation 
of the freedom of the seas, as established by the law of 
nations, and the dictates of reason; according to both 
which tile use of the sea, except such parts thereof as lie 
in the vicinity of the shore, and are deemed appurtenant 
thereto, is common to all nations, those only excepted 
who have either by positive convention, or by long and 
silent acquiescense under exclusion, renounced that 
common right; that neither of these exceptions militate 
against the claim of the United States, since it does not 
extend to the vicinity of the shore, and since they are 
so far from having either expressly or tacitly renounced 
their right, that they were prior to the war, though 
indeed not in the character of an independent nation, in 
the constant, and even during the war, in the occasional ' 
exercise of it; and that although a greater space ihaa 
three leagues has in some instances been, both by publick 

2708* — TOL SS— 14 S 
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treatieB and by custom, annexed to the shore aa part ctf 
th^ same dominion, yet, as it is the present um of the 
maritime powers to circumscribe, as far as reason will 
justify, all exclusive pretensions to the sea, and as that 
is the distance specified in a treaty to which both 
Great Britain and his Majesty are parties, and whidi 
relates to titie very object in question, it was supposed 
tiiat no other distance could, in the present case, be 
more properly assumed; that if a greater or an indefinite 
distance should be alleged to be appurtenant by the 
law of nations to the shore, it may be answered, that 
the fisheries in question, even those on the banks of 
Newfoundland, being of so vast an extent, mi^t with 
much greater reason be deemed appurtenant to the 
whole continent of North America than to the incon- 
siderable portion of it held by Great Britain; that 
Congress e:q>ect, with greater assurance, tiie concin*- 
renee of his Majesty in these ideas, since his own claim 
to the fisheries would, by a contrary doctrine, be sus- 
pended on the mere concession of Great Brit^, instead 
of resting on the solid and honourable basis of the law 
of nations, and of right; that if Great Britain cannot, 
by virtue of her occupancy of the shore, claim an exclu- 
Hve use of the fisheries b^ond the vicinity thereof, and 
a right to tlie common use is incident to the United 
States as a free and independent community, they 
cannot admit that they have no such right, without 
renouncing an attribute of that sovereignty which they 
are bound, as well by respect for his Majesty's honour 
as for their own interests and dignity, to maintain entire ; 
that this right is no less indispensable in its exercise than 
it is indisputable in its principles, the inhabitants of a 
considerable part of the United States being dependent 
thereon, both for a material proportion of their sub- 
sistence, and for the means of thdr commerce; and as 
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they were in the full enjoyment of this resource prior 
to the Revolution, the loss of it by an event from which 
very different expectations have been cherished, and 
which ought to bestow, as far as possible, equal advan- 
tages on all who have laboured equally for its accom- 
plishment, could not fail to be attended with disap- 
pointment, and mortifying comparisons : that from these 
considerations. Congress have the most earnest desire, 
BB well as the most sanguine hope, that his Majesty's 
efiforts will obtain for his allies a stipulation on the part 
c^ Great Britain, not to molest them in the common use 
oS. the fisheries, as above stated; or, if insuperable diffi- 
culties should oppose a positive stipulation in their 
favour, that his Majesty will in every event find means to 
avoid a surrender of that common right; that whilst, 
however, this latter expedient is su^ested to his Majesty, 
it cannot escape his discernment that it is so pr^nant 
with dangerous consequences, that the former cannot 
be contended for with too much ui^ncy and zeal. 

That with respect to the confiscated property of 
those who have adhered to the interests of the enemy, 
and which may possibly be claimed for the former 
owners, the aforesaid ministers are to observe to bis 
Majesty, that these confiscations having taken place, 
more or less, in almost all the states; and having un- 
dergone various transfers from individual to individual, 
a specifick restitution is absolutely impracticable; and 
if^en the vast amount of them is compared with the 
ravages and burdens which the war will leave behind 
it, an equivalent restitution would be little less than 
impracticable; that as the general usage of nations, as 
well as the particular law of Great Britain, excludes 
aliens from holding real and immoveable estates, the 
moment our national independence was assumed, the 
titles of all those who, on or prior to that event, espoused 
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ihe aide of the enrany, became, under strict conBtsnction, 
extinct; and that such aa afterwards deserted to them, 
faJling under the denomination of traitors, have for- 
feited not only their estates but their lives to their 
coimtry; that although it were to be admitted that the 
peculiarity of circumstances idiich distinguish the 
present war between the United States and Great 
Britain, from a war between two nations seperate and 
independent at its origin, a£Fords some plea for reversing 
the confiscations, this consideration is far outweighed 
by the great value of which the citizens of these states 
have, contrary to the laws of war, been despoiled by the 
enemy, and the still greater losses which they have 
suffered from wanton destruction; in both which, those 
who have fled, or been expelled from their coimtry, have 
been often the chief instigators and instruments; and by 
the first of which, many of them have enriched themsdves 
greatly beyond their losses. 

That the ministers further observe to his Majesty, 
that any stipulations authorising such fugitives and 
exiles from their country to return into it, would not 
only be dishonourable to the governments of these 
states, but so obnoxious to the people at large, and 
especially to such as have been the objects of their out- 
rages, that it is the particular wish of Congress that 
it may be most strenuotisly opposed; that such a per- 
mission is the more to be dreaded, as it could only be 
intended for such as are totally devoid both of honour 
and sensibility, who alone would avail themselves of a 
privil^e that would subject them to the indignation 
and resentments which they had provoked. 

That as it is not improbable the subject of com- 
merce will, among others, be introduced into the n^o- 
tiation, the ministers be instructed to observe thereon 
to his Most Christian Majesty, that the United States, 
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aa a free and sovereign nation, being the absolute mas- 
ters as well of their commerce as of tbeir government, 
no claim of right can nor probably will, be pretended 
with respect to the former, by tiiose who relinquish 
such pretension with respect to the latter; that it is 
the \rish and Uie policy of the United States to pre- 
serve their commerce as unfettered as possible with 
stipulations in favoiu* of nations with which they are 
now unconnected, and particularly of that with which 
th^are now at war; that this policy cannot but coin- 
cide with the sentiments of his Majesty, since it alone 
will leave to his allies the future opportunity of mani- 
festing their preference c^ his interests to those of his 
enemies and rivals; that Congress do for these reasons 
most earnestly desire, exp>ect and entreat that his Majesty 
will sgBie no efforts that may be necessary to exclude 
from a treaty every article which would restrain the 
United States from imposing on the trade of Great 
Britain any duties, restrictions or prohibitions which 
may hereafter be judged expedient; unless, and so far 
only, as a relaxation in this point may be essentially 
necessary for obtaining peace, or tjie several objects 
above mentioned.' 

On the 22d of January, 1782, the forgoing report was 
referred to another committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, Mr. [Edmimd] Randolph and Mr. [Joseph] Mont^ 
gomery, who on the 16th day of August, 1782, reported, 
Uiat tliey have collected facts and observations as fol- 
lows, which they recommend to be referred to the Secre- 
tary for foreign affairs, to be by him digested, completed 
and trananutted to iha ministers plenipotentiary for 
negotiating a peace, for their information and use. 

> TUB report, in the mitiiig d Judm JUdiaon, is in ths Paptn </ ih» CwUMnial 
Oonsnti, No. 20, 1, folio 7fr-«3. 
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Th a Committ e e to " Wbom W B wftfi -e d th e wport of the Commit iteft 
B oatnintng inBtFu et ioB fl to the minist e m of t h e United S tnto B oopoem 
lag t b eae obj e ot a i whioh w e mt mad e tiltimrt a wport a s follow s i 

J a wf w rf) Tb> t th e followin g inBtwotion a' b e g iyoD to the ministew 
Plenip e t e ntte f y of the TJDited S t a te a foF n eg otiating - e pe eee; 



Al t hoa^ by oot n e t of the d a y of I w twe e adud e d th e bound 

a rie e of t h e United St at o e f f om t h e ul ti mata of po a eet -a nd by a a ab 
ee qu e n t " aet' of th e Aaf of -w hi e h n^ ea l e d -t h e a <y a f at epowera of 

M r i i T i fi d ii nw tin n ntn r i ntn a Ir nn tj nf m mmr iT n frit ih f^r rnt B ri tft i n 
the fiah e fi e o w e re -ged ue e d t»' riw - cooditiop -e f oA<ff - objcot 8 not made 
al tim a tei yofe - OBy - l at o - p eB o l ution-of - rii e day -e f-J a nunFy will 

eyinoO ' OUf s olioitad e foF th »ae qa ie i ti em)f bothi — Tliifr a oliei t odo im ■ 
pela UB to BV L gg fSBb to yoa t bo ee- eoa a id e F at ioDg -w biah ' m a y ootabliph oi * 

Facts and Observations in support of the several 
Claims of the United States not included in their 
Ultimatum of the 15th of Jime, 1781. 

1. Our common right to take fish in the North Ameri- 
can seas, and particulariy in that part of them which 
goes under the name of the Banks of Newfoundland, 
has itfi origin in the natiural incapacity of the sea to be 
appropriated. 

The practice of nations hath, for the sake of safety 
and tranquillity, abridged this freedom of the ocean, by 
annexing to the coast a reasonable ta*act of the water; 
and Great Britain, by availing herself of this usage, ^ntt 
pyobably may possibly arrogate the exclusive enjoyment 
of the banks, as appiu*tenant to the Island of New- 
foundland. 

These banla, the nearest point of which is thirty-five 
leagues distant from Cape Race, are too far advanced 
in the Atlantick to be a dependance of the shore3.[a] 
There has been great fl ohiam division among writers in 
det^mining to what extent the sea is to be considered 
as incidental to the territory which it washes. Some 
have apportioned one hundred miles, other sixty, and 
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others as much aa could be seen from land in a fair day. 
See Anderson's history of commerce, 2 vol. 17, appendix. 

If we pass from theory to the stipulations of treaties, 
we shall find better fud, but by no means uniformity. 
By better lud, we mefui British precedents; for against 
^ese, a British king surely will not struggle. 

[b] In the second year of James the first, conunis- 
sioners were appointed on the part of England and Scot- 
land, to treat of and conclude a imion between the two 
kingdoms. By the articles for the regulation of trade, 
the sea, for the space of fourteen miles from the coast of 
Scotland, was reserved to Scotchmen only; and it was 
reciprocally provided in favour of Englishmen. See 
Spotswood's history of Scotland, 4S3, and 2 Anderson, 
Appendix, 17. 

Should this example be thought to lose the force of 
its application, from having been the agreement of the 
subjects of one and the same prince, a lett^ may be 
quoted from Secretary Staunton to Lord Carlton, the 
English ambassador at the Hague, bearing date the 
21st of January, 1618. In it the ambassador is com- 
manded to urge tiie States General, in the name of King 
James, to publish a placart prohibiting their subjects 
to fish wiOiin fourteen miles of his coasts until the 
main business should be finally accommodated by com- 



[c] The treaty of Paris, in 1763, to which his Most 
Christian Majesty as well as his Britannick Majesty was 
a party, excludes the French from the exercise of the 
fidkery in the Gulf of St. Lawrence only within three 
leagues from the shore, extending the distance round 
Cf^ Breton to fifteen leagues. 

[d] By inspecting the ancient treaties between Eng- 
land and the dukes of Brittany and Bm^undy, ^e 
MboB4 y' of fishin g ia not footminod we shall find that the 
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portion of the sea which is supposed to belong to the 
coast is so far from being increased beyond fourteen 
miles, or even three leagues, that the liberty of fishii^ 
in every part thereof is asserted. See treaties between 
Henry sixth, and the Duchess of Burgundy; Edward 
fourth, and Francis, Duke of Brittany; Henry seventh, 
and Philip fourth, Arch Duke of Austria; and Duke of 
Burgundy and Henry eigjith and Charles fiftli, Emperor 
and Duke of Burgundy. 

Had the kings of England esteemed the fisheries the 
property of the crown, they would not have admitted 
aliens to a promiscuous fishing with their own subjects 
without some valuable consideration, or an acknowl- 
edgment by way of salvo jure. But, instead of a pro- 
ceeding like this, they have in a succession of ages 
deliberately omitted to challenge to themselves the sole 
ri^t of the fisheries. 

[e] Queen Elizabeth too, being involved in a dispute 
with the king of Denmark concerning the fishery at 
Wardhuys, near the North Cape, instructs her plenipo- 
tentiaries to deny that "the property of the sea at any 
distance whatsoever is consequent to the banks." 
The king oi Denmark does not attempt in his reply to 
establish what she had thus denied, but rests his exclu- 
sive claims upon the authority of old treaties between 
the two crowns. See Rymer's Foedera, tom. 16th, p. 
426. 

Thus it appears that, upon strict principles of natural 
law, the sea is unsusceptible of appropriation; that a 
species of conventional law has annexed a reasonable 
district of it to the coast which borders on it; and that 
in many of the treaties to which Great Britain has 
acceded, no distance has been assumed for this purpose 
beyond fourteen miles. 



,y Google 



Auffuat, J87S 486 

Were these rules then allowed to influence the pre- 
tensions of Great Britain with respect to the banks of 
Newfoundland, they would be readily condemned. 
Nor could they be supported, were the sea appendant 
to tiie shore aa f ar as thirty leagues, the greatest dis- 
tance, perhaps, which has at any time been ceded to 
the king of England by treaty. 

Nations may indeed, either by positive contract, or 
by long and silent acquiescence \mder exclusion, 
renoimce their privil^es in the sea. But the United 
States have not only never disclaimed their right of 
fishing therein, but have been in the constant enjoyment 
of it during the existence of British government, and 
occasionally bo ever since the Revolution. 

It deserves attention, that the fisheries furnish the 
inhabitants of a considerable part of the United States 
with an important proportion of their subsistence, and 
the means of their commerce. Should they lose this 
reeource by the accomplishment of independence, an 
event from which very different expectations have 
be«i cherished, and which ought to bestow equal advan- 
tages on all who have laboured equally in giving birth 
to it, such a loss cannot fail to be attended with disap- 
pointment and mortifying comparisons.' 

As it is the aim of the maritime powers to circum- 
scribe, as far as equity will suffer, all exclusive claims 
to the sea, we trust that his Most Christian Majesty will 
coincide with our present doctrines.' Perhaps, however, 

■ niis nnUnce wu dunged in the draft by John Butledge to lead: " Siould Ui»y 
low this raaoutce by the Kcompliduoent dt independence it would be ui event 
froan which very different expectadtoM have been cherished, and attended with the 
moot monifying diaappointment," butCongreea appean to hare adopted the draft in 
the origintl fwm. 

* Thiinntenceins dialled in the dnft by John Bntledgeta read: * * * "wiU 
coincide with our views, "- and all thereafter ap to the paragraph beginning: " New 
Hanipahireclaiine,"etc., waBstnick out by him. Googren, however, appears to have 
adopted the draft in its original fomi, except for tbe paragraph which is etmck out 
in the text. 
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the ninth and tenth articles of the treaty of amity and 
commerce may be suppoeed, from a little ambiguity 
in their language, to forbid us to insist on a participa- 
tion of the fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland and 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, as being frequented and 
enjoyed by the subjects of France. But what is the 
genuine construction of these articles 1 

The ninth b^;ins with a general stipulation, that the 
subjects of one party shall abstain from fislung in all 
places possessed or to be poesessed by the other; inter- 
dicts those of France from fishing in the havens, bays, 
creeks, roads, coasts or places which the United States 
hold, or shall hereafter hold, as well as the inhabitants 
of the United States, from fishing in the havens, bays, 
creeks, roads, coasts or places which the Most Chrisdan 
King possesses, or shall hereafter possess. But this 
exclusion is to take place only so long and so far as an 
exemption shall not in this respect have been granted to 
some other nation. 

The tenth article binds the United States and their 
citizens not to disturb the subjects of the Most Christian 
King in the exercise of the right of fishing on the banks 
of Newfoundland, nor in their indefinite and exclufflve 
privileges on the coast of the island of that name, con- 
formably to the true sense and meaning of the treaties 
of Utrecht and Paris.[f] 

If it can be truly said, that the fisheries in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence and on the banlcs of Newfoimdland are 
possessed or holden by France, the citizens of the United 
States are entitled, according to the provision of the 
ninth article, to tike access with the subjects of Great 
Britain. 

But the sea cannot be holden or possessed, these 
terms implying appropriation. They accord well with 
havens, bays, creeks, roads or coasts; and also with 
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" places," shoiild this word be confined, as it ought to be 
in its interpretation, to waters susceptible of occupancy. 
Had it been conceived that the ninth article debarred 
the United States from fishing on the banks of New- 
foundland, it would have been unnecessary to guard in 
the tenth agunst the molestation of the French in 
fishing there. Besides, an engaganent not to disturb, 
does of itself import that the citizens of the United 
States may fish, if they do not disturb. 

There seems too a remarkable antithesis between the 
ri^t of fishing and the i^t derived from the treaty of 
Utrecht, as to the coast of the island of Newfoundland. 
The former is called simply the enjoyment and exercise 
of the right of fishing; but the latter is more pointedly 
denominated ind^oiite and exclusive. In a word, we 
are persuaded, from our experience of the candour and 
friendship of his Most Christian Majesty, that it was 
not his design to depress the United States by thrusting 
them from a share of the fisheries, which Providence 
appears to have destined for their use; but rather to 
secure the fisheries of his own country from encroach- 
ment, and his subjects from interruption in those of 
America. 
Dj Ouf e oBfid ft Po e in yo » r - hi a toriwrf - knowlod g e w a eu ea na f fo» 
ri» l a b e nf of m minotc a c e onnt of ' tho Amw ia i n a ott i loiDODt gi we a boil 
tb e F e foF frO xhibifcinthodiflouB a ionof e « F boiind a Fic a > aummofy oEJy 
^ - ooF -t idoi md e ¥on in Ihi a we s hall a ¥oid tho mention of tho adjaafe - 
BMDt of limito OP ' of diaputes-oonoeyning ' thorn batwoon difloTcn t 
F totm n nlnnn t ih n g fin itri i l f tm ii i irj t m r rr tnn iTn li gh t frtim rn iTih m i ji in t i 



2. WiHi reepect to the boundaries of the states, 
llie patent to the council of Plymouth, bearing date 
tlie ISth of November, 1620, is tiie parent from which 
the eastern states proceed.[g] 
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New Hampshire claims under the royal commission 
appointing Benning Wentworth, esquire, govemour of 
that province,[h] on the 13tii July, in the fifteenth year 
of the reign of Gleorge the second. 

Massachusetts claims under the charter granted by 
William and Mary, on the 7th October, 1691. The 
treaty of Paris fixes the Mississippi as the western limit 
of tiie old colony of Massachusetts Bay, which is one of 
the colonies incorporated by that charter.[i] See old 
charter of 4th March, 1628-9. 

The charter of April 23, 1662, granted by Charles 
tJie second to Winthrop and others, is the ground of the 
territorial claims of Connecticut. The treaty of Paris 
is allowed to restrict that State also to Uie Missis- 
sippi.|j] 

On the 8th July, 1662, the same prince granted the 
charter under which Rhode Island claims.[k] 

New York assigns, as sources of her title, the grant 
from Charles second to the Duke of York, in 1663-4, the 
capitulation of the Dutch in the same year, the treaty of 
Westminster, 1674, and the renewal or confirmation of 
itiB duke's grant immediately after the treaty. This 
State adds, that the lands on the west side of Connecticut 
river belong to it under ihe farliier title accruing by 
the subjection of the Five Nations, the native pro- 
prietors; and that the country, as far northward as the 
river St. Lawrence, and westward without known limits, 
is the property of New York, as having been formerly 
possessed by those tribes of Indians and their tributaries. 
The treaties with those nations in 1684, 1701, 1726, 
1744, and 1764, are particularly referred to.[l] 

On the 23d Jxme, 1664, the Duke of York conveyed, 
out of his aforesaid grant to Lord Berkeley and Sir 
George Carteret, the limits which New Jersey claims. 
Upon this ground, and the resignation of the gorern- 
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ment into the hands of the crown on the 14th August, 
1703, is the title of this State built.[m] 

Pensylvania claims under the charter granted by 
Charles the second, on the 4th of March, 1681-2, to 
William Peim.[n] 

Delaware claims under two grants frcnn the Duke of 
York to William Penn, on the 24th August, 16S3.[o] 

On the 20th June, 1632, Charles the first granted to 
Lord Baltimore the limits which Maryland claims^] 

Vir^nia clums imder the charter granted by James 
first, on the 23d of May, 1609, to the treasurer and com- 
pany, the resumption of the country into the hands of 
the king, and the charter of Charles second to the colony 
of Virginia, on the 10th October, 1676. The treaty of 
Paris marks its western boundary .[q] 

North Carolina and South Carolina claim jointly in 
the first instance under the charter of 1662, to Cliu^n- 
don and others, and its confirmation in 1664, with an 
extenfdon of limits. The British statute of 1729, en- 
abling the Wing to pay the consideration of the surren- 
der of the proprietors, makes a material point in their 
case. The seperate claims of these two states depend 
upon the act which divided than. The treaty of Paris 
defines the western botmdaxy of each.[r] 

The first grant on which Geoipa reUes, is that made 
to the trustees on the 8th Jime, 1732, and limited to the 
west by the treaty of Paris. The second grant is the 
proclamation of 1763.[s] 

Were the lands included within these limits merely 
such as were granted to individuals and settled, or 
granted and not settled, at the time of the Revolution, 
they could not be brought into controversy. For no 
question can arise concerning boundaries until the 
recognition of independence; and this event, by dep(w- 
ing the king of Great Britain from the rank of lord 
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paramount and chief magistrate of America, destroys the 
only principles by which lands falling within the two 
preceding descriptions could return into his power. 
But the views, interests and conduct of his Britannick 
Majesty forbid us to expect that he will acknowledge 
the territory remaining ungnuited at the era of inde- 
pendence to be, in like manner, the property of the 
United States, or of the particular state within the 
limits of which it is comprised. 

It is therefore inc\unbent on us to show — 

first, That the territorial rights of the thirteen United 
States, while in the character of British colonies, w&ce 
the same with those defined in the instructions ^ven 
to Mr. J. Adams on the day of August, 1779; and. 

Secondly, That the United States, considered as inde- 
pendent sovereignties, have succeeded to those rights; or. 

Thirdly, That if the vacant lands cannot be demanded 
upon the preceding grounds, that is, upon the titles of 
individual states, they are to be deemed to have been 
the property of his Britannick Majesty immediately 
before the Revolution, and to be now devolved upon the 
United States collectively taken. 

First, So fair are oiu* pretensions rendered by the 
united operation of the grants, charters, royal commis- 
sions and Indian cessions enumerated above, that we 
shall content ourselves with reviewing the objections 
which will most probably be tu^^ against them, without 
entering into direct proofs of our titles. 

First objection. Even upon the supposition that the 
charter of Massachusetts is valid, so as to cover the 
vacant lands, still it does not follow, that St. John's 
river is part of its eastern boundary. For that riva* 
is contended to be in Nova Scotia under the expression 
in the new charter of Massachusetts, in 1691, which con- 
veys the country between the province of Maine and 
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Nova Scotia. The southwest boundaiy of Nova Scotia, 
therefore, will r^pilate this claim. But it is well known 
that in the altercation between France and Great Britain 
upon this veiy subject, in 1751, Acadia, or Nova Scotia, 
was asserted by the latter to be boimded by Fentagoet 
or Penobscot river. 

Answer. It is to be observed, that when the boun- 
daries of the United States were declared to be ulti- 
mata, it was not thought advisable to continue the 
war merely to obtain territory as far as St. John's 
river; but that the dividing line of Massachusetts and 
Nova Scotia was to be consigned to future settlement. 
It must be confessed also that this coimtry, which is saia 
in the new charter to border on Nova Scotia and the 
province of Maine, on opposite sides, and which goes 
under the name of Sagadahock, cannot be proved to 
extend to the river St. John, as clearly as to that of 
St. Croix. But there is some reason, notwithstandir^, 
to believe that Nova Scotia was never supposed by the 
British King, in any grant to his subjects, to come to 
the south of St. John's river, although he might have 
exacted &om France a relinquishment of the lands to 
the river Penobscot, or even Kennebeck, as a part of 
Nova Scotia. 

The first notice taken of Nova Scotia by the king 
of Great Britain was in a grant which he made of that 
country to Sir William Alexander, on the 10th Septem- 
ber, 1621. According to this grant, it was to b^^ at 
Cape Sable, to extend towards St. Mary's bay, to cross 
the great bay between the Etchemins and Sourigois to 
the mouth of the river St. Croix, to run up to the source 
of that river, and from thence by a strait line drawn 
northwardly to the great river of Canada.[t] On the 
12th July, 1625, a patent issued to the same Sir William 
Alexander, confirming to him the same limits.[u] 
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These grants could not reach to the west of St. Croix, 
"because" (say the English commissaries in their 
memorial of the 11th January, 1751, s. 42,) "all the 
country to the westward of the river St. Croix had, in 
the year 1620, before the date of the first of them, been 
granted by King James to certain of his subjects, by the 
name of the coimcil of Plymouth, of which grantees 
Sir William Alexander was one, and who, by virtue of an 
agreement among the ssad grantees, possessed the coim- 
try lying between the river St. Croix and Femaquid, a 
little to the westward of Pentagoet."[v] 

Popple's map, which was undertaken, as the author 
relates, with the approbation of the lords commissioners 
of trade and plantations, makes St. Croix the western 
boundary of Nova Scotia.[w] Champlain expressly 
bounds Acadia by St. Croix to the westward.[w] We 
may add, as being farther corroborative of this western 
limit of Nova Scotia, that the English commissaries them- 
selves, in their reply of the 4tb October, 1751, commend 
the map in the foiulih volume of Purchas's Pilgrim as 
the first ancient map of Nova Scotia and New England 
deserving notice; the latter of which they assert to be 
bounded northwardly, as is delineated in the map, by the 
river St. Croix.[x] The same commissaries afterwards 
remark, that it is clear from history that the country 
between the rivers Sagadahock and St. Croix had been 
settled many years earlier than the date of the new 
charter of Ma^chusetts; and that Great Britain con- 
radered it as part of her American colonies. It could 
not have been included within Nova Scotia, since it is 
expressly contradistii^uished from it.[x] Sagadahock 
too is granted to the Duke of York under the description 
of "all that part of the main land of New England 
b^inning at a certain place called or known by the 
name of St. Croix adjoining to New Scotland in America." 
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Should it be ai^ed, that it was muiifestly the 
(^inioQ in England at the time of granting the new 
charter that the lands between the rivers Sagadahock 
and St. Croix were not included within the limits of 
Massachusetts, since grants of them were not valid until 
confirmed by the crown; — an answer arises from two 
considerationB. First, this charter incorporates these 
lands into the province of Massachusetts in unequivocal 
terms; and, secondly, one at least of the counsellors 
directed to be chosen yearly for the province at large, 
was to be &om iha inhabitants or proprietors of lands 
within thb territory ^y] llie board of trade and plantar 
tions on the 29th April, 1700, declared in a solemn act, 
that "New England ought of right to extend to St. 
Croix."[zl See the act. 

It does not appear then, that Nova Scotia hath ever 
been carried to the west of the River St. Croix in any 
British grant, or in any British document relative to New 
England. We own that in the memorials of the Coiui; 
of Great Britain to the French Court, after the peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, relative to the boundaries of Nova 
Scotia, Penobscot river is sometimes asserted to be one 
of its boundaries, and Kennebeck, at others. But 
nothing is proved from thence, but a desire in the British 
king to procure an absolute release from France of all 
her pretensions, howsoever distant. For a general dis- 
cussion on this subject, see the British and French 
mem<HiaXB on the occasion, and to the treaties of St. 
Germain, on the 29th of March, 1632, of Westminster, 
3d November, 1656, and of Breda, Slst July, 1667. 

As to the territory of Sagadahock, whit^ is synony- 
mous with the lands between the province of Maine 
and Nova Scotia, conveyed by the new charter, we can 
only observe upon the expression ah-eady cited from 
the grant thereof to the Duke of York, that the "place 
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called St. Croix adjoining to New Scotland" muBt mean 
the territory which went by that name. Had the liver 
only been designed, it alone would have been mentioned. 
It seems to have been the practice of those times to 
denominate a coimtiy from a river which bounded it. 
the river Sagadahock accordingly, at first, gave its own 
appellation to the whole country as far as the river 
St. Croix, and afterwards to the country from tihence to 
the river St. John, which had before been called St. 
Croix. The ■place, therefore, called St. Croix, adjoining 
to New Scotland, was most likely intended to describe 
the lands between the rivers St. Croix and St. John.. 
History does not inftvm us that uiy particular spot of 
them was known as St. Croix. But as the first course 
of the grant to the Duke of York plainly nms from 
Nova Scotia to Massachusetts along the seacoast, it is 
probable that it was to begin at tjie first point in the 
coimtry of St. Croix on the coast. This must have 
been on St. John's river. And as the last line of the 
grant is not closed, it is more agreeable to the usage of 
those days to adopt a natiu'al boundary. For this pur- 
pose, St. John's river was obvious as far as its head, and 
afterwards a line to the great river of Canada.[aa] See 
grant to t^e Duke of York for Sagadahock, 12lJi March, 
1663-4. 

We are obliged to ui^ probabilities, because in the 
early possesion of a rough imreclaimed country accu- 
racy of lines cannot be much attended to. But we 
wish that the northeastern boundary of Massachusetts 
may be left to future discussion, when we may be able 
to obtain other evidence which the war has removed 
from us. 

Second objection. But let the new charter of Mas- 
sachusetts comprehend, by its expressions, the coimtry 
from the river St. Croix to that of St. John, and the 
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titte papers of the other st&tes cover by their tenns ever 
80 much land, they cannot be supposed, at this day, to 
justify the demand of such wide limits as are demanded 
in Mr. Adams's instructions of August, 1779. 

For 1. The charters of Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, 
never had any serious western limit, since the South 
Sea was thought to be nearer the Atlsntiek than it 
really is; and if its true position had been known, such 
a grant would have been too extravagant. 

2. The charters of Virginia, North Carolina and 
South Carolina, were granted to proprietors, and that 
of Georgia to trustees, and were afterwards resumed 
into the king's hands. It is therefore incumbent on 
those states to show, either their right of succession to 
the proprietors and trustees, in opposition to the resump- 
tion of the crown, or an obli^tion on the crown to 
appropriate to them, when changed into royal govern- 
ments, the same boundaries which they held when pro- 
prietary or fiduciary. 

3. The treaties with the Five Nations under which 
New York claims, transferred to that colony no title to 
their lands. 

4. The proclamation of 1763 abridged all the colonies 
which claimed beyond the sources of the rivers falling 
into the Atlantick to those sources. 

5. By the treaty of Fort Stanwix, in 1768, the king 
of Great Britain bought from the Six Nations, in his 
own name, a great part of the coimtry claimed by Vir- 
^nia to the west of the Apalacbian mountains; and by 
several other treaties with the Indian tribes, pimihases 
have been made within its chartered limits, from which 
it may be inferred, that this colony was before destitute 
of ri^t to the lands so purchased: And, 
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6. The statute of the British parliament, commonly 
called the Quebec act, in 1774, cuts off the extenave 
claims of the United States. 

Answer to objection second, part first. It cannot be 
admitted that even a miscomputation of the distance 
between the Atlantick and Pacifick oceans, vitiates the 
charters which extend from the one to the other. In 
every contest amoi^ the European powers concemii^ 
the soil of America, the validity of charters hath been 
conceded.[bb] See treaties of Germain, Westminster, 
and Breda, and the memorials of the commissaries above 
referred to. 

The king of Great Britain will not fail to acknowledge 
t^eir sacrednees when he calls to mind the doctrine of 
the British laws, by which the charters of corporations 
are protected. Of how much more importance is a 
charter granted to the suffering explorers of the Am^can 
wilderness. 

It is also remarkable, that during the rage for the 
sacrifice of American charters in the reign of Charles ii. 
some of thran were vacated by the judgment of a court, 
by which their former legal existence was recognised; 
and that the arbitrary administration of a Stuart him- 
self would not attempt to destroy a charter without the 
formality of l^al process. An American charter then, 
being thus respectable in its nature, equity will not 
suffer it to be annulled on account of a misconception 
of its contents, when the grantees could not possibly 
have contributed to the mistake by fraudulently with- 
holding information upon Uie subject, and when the 
king hath never pretended that he was deceived, or 
erred. But had Uie interval between these seas been 
precisely ascertained, it is not probable that the king of 
England would have divided the chartered boimdaries 
now in question into more governments. For perhaps 
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his pTiiu;q>al object at that time was to acquire by that 
form of occupancy which ori^nated in this western 
world, to wit, by chartere, a title to the lands compre- 
hended therein against foreign powers. The seacoast 
too was not in his opinion more than sufficient for the 
territory of a single colony, as is manifested in the chwter 
to Vii^inia, in 1609; and the interiour parts, over- 
Epread as they were by savages, and distant as they 
must be from that relief from Europe, without which 
the new settlements would certainly have perished, 
would have been a pitiful instance of royal bounty, and 
DO temptation to emigrants; nor is this merely conjec- 
tural. Let the charters which run to the South Sea be 
reviewed in chronological order. By this it will be found, 
that these extensive limits did not creep in throu^^ 
inadvertence, as they were repeated long after the 
errour had been removed as to the distance of that sea. 

On the 23d of May, 1609, James i. gr^ited the charter 
under which Virginia claims. 

On the 3d of November, 1620, the charter to the 
council at Plymouth was granted. 

On the 4th of March, 1628-9, the charter of the old 
cobny of Massachusetts was dated. 

On the 20th of March, 1662, the first charter of Caro- 
lina was granted. 

On the ^)th of April, 1662, Connecticut received its 
charter. 

On the 30th (^ June, 1664, the second charter of Caro- 
lina was granted. 

On the 7th of October, 1691, the new charter of Mas- 
eachtisetts, which among other things re-established the 
old colony, was granted. 

In 1732, Geoi^ was erected into a seperate govern- 
ment. 
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If it be necessary to seek other illustrations, an appeal 
may be made to the act of the British parliament in 
1729, (2 G. 2. ch. 34.) which has been abeady noted, 
and recites the charter of Carolina as extendii^ to the 
South Sea. Nay, as late as the year 1740, five com- 
missionerB were appointed on the part of the king, and 
five on that of Lord Carteret, to asragn to his lordship 
his one-eighth of Carolina, which he had refused to sur- 
render ; and the South Sea was fixed as the western liniit 
of the territory allotted to himj^cc] We cannot forbear 
to add a general concession from the crown in the sev- 
eral charters, that when doubts should arise, the con- 
struction should be strict against himself, and liberal in 
behalf of the grantees. 

Answer to second part of second objection. The 
facts related in this branch of the second objection are 
true; but we shall not attempt to prove that the colo- 
nies of Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, 
were lawful successors to the rights of the proprietors. 
We assume that the lands described by the charters of 
those colonies were, from their necessary operation, sub- 
jected to the jurisdiction of the governments of those 
colonies respectively; and therefore, that they would 
have constantly remained so subject during the exist- 
ence of the proprietary administration, even if the pro- 
prietors had had a right to throw them off from that 
jurisdiction, unless some act of dismemberment had been 
done. But we protest against such a right of dismem- 
berment b^Dg lodged in the proprietors, except with the 
assent of the people. 

The charters of the abovementioned colonies were con- 
tracts, to which the king, the proprietors and the emi- 
grants [for themselves] and their posterity were parties. 
The consideration paid by the khig for the product of 
mines and of future commerce, was the protection of the 
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propnetora and emigrants. The proprietors diebursed 
money for the expencra of the first settlement, and were 
the owners of the soil, and the managers of the govern- 
ment. The emigrants were the actual improvers of the 
coimtry, promising to themselves and their descendants 
the superintending care of their sovereign, a mild govern- 
ment by the proprietors, and a continuance of the bound- 
aries defined in their charters. We say a continuance 
of the boundaries: For there were good groimds why the 
first planters should be opposed to an alteration of 
boimdaries at the will of the proprietors. 

1 . A power to restrain the proprietors from separating 
fhem into different bodies, and obliging them to defray 
the chaises of government in many feeble hamlets, was 
essential to tlieir welfare, if not to their safety, and was 
therefore very probably in their contemplation. 

2. The southern district of British America was 
believed to be fertile in the precious metals. The 
greater therefore the extent of territory was which lay 
within a government there, the happier was tlie prospect 
of obtaining wealth. 

3. Had the proprietors been at liberty to disperse the 
inhabitfuits into distinct societies by cantoning the 
chartered limits into any numb^ of new colonies, the 
opportunity for oppression would have been ruinous. 
lliey might have exacted some hard service, and threat- 
ened their tenants with a division of their country on 
fulure of compliance; by which means they would have 
been exposed to the severe alternative of acquiescing 
in the tyranny or undergoing the ravages of Indian wu*- 
fare from the difficulties inevitably attendant upon con- 
centrating the force of various communities. 

4. The emigrants hoped that themselves and tiieir 
posterity would find a facility of living unknown in 
Europe, and freedom in religion. How obviously mi^t 
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the former, connected as it is with agriculture and manu- 
factures, and the latter, dependent as it also sometimes 
is upon the association of persons of a similar persuasion, 
have been prevented by an arbitrary and malicious con- 
traction of limits. 

5. These ideas are supported by the charters them- 
selves. The proprietors and settlers of South Tlr^nia 
had received a charts on the 10th April, 1606, of which, 
and the liberties and privil^;es contoined therein, that 
of 23d of May, 1609, is declared to be an enlai^ment 
and explanation, and is an express confirmation. S. 27. 
[dd] These two chaiters then forming one syst^n in the 
same manner with two laws, one of which enlai^es 
and explains the other, it is correct to argue from both. 

The first charter recites, that Sir Thomas Gates and 
his fellow adventurers were de«rous of dividing them- 
selves into two several colonies and companies. § 2> 
In section 3, the king commends the undertaking; in 
section 4, gives one himdred miles square to the first 
colony; and the like quantity in section 5, to the second. 
This cannot be said to favour any subdivisions of char- 
tered territory. Sections 4 and 5. Every other subject 
was prohibited from planting, or inhabiting behind 
either of the two colonies. This prohibition was plainly 
dictated by the danger apprehei^ed from the establish- 
ment of distinct governments. In no part of this 
chaiter is provision made for the government of more 
than two colonies. It was imposable then for the pro- 
prietors to institute different governments. A new and 
seperate colony erected by thor authority could not 
have a seal, establish a coin, and convey the franchises 
of British natives to persons bom therein of British sub- 
jects, nor designate grantees of land. In short, the 
charter of 1606 does constantly discountenance divisions 
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of the territory for the purpose of additional prov- 
inces. 

6. The transition is now easy to the charter of 1609. 
Section 2] It was granted not to the adventurers, that is, 
the proprietors only, but to the planters also; not from 
undue partiality, but from "respecttotheirgreat charges, 
and the hazard of their Mvea in the discovwy and planta- 
tion of the country." Here is a valuable consideration 
paid by the planters, equal in dignity to the merit of the 
proprietors, and entitlii^ them to demand that the terri- 
tory be not impfured. Like observations to those on 
the charter of 1606 may be used on this occasion. Had 
the proprietors carved out a new government, it could 
have acquired its rights, as such, only from a fresh grant 
from the crown, or the charter of 1609. If the crown 
must have been resorted to, the charter could not have 
authorised the measure. But the truth is, that the 
charter enabled the treasurer and company of adven- 
turers and planters of the city of London for the first 
colony in Virginia only, [S. 5] to plead and be impleaded; 
[S. 6] to hold lands within the limits of the charter; [S. 7] 
todistribute lands undera commonseal; [S. 8]tohavea 
council resident in England; [S. 17] to search for mines; 
to [S. IS] encourage em^ration from British dominions; 
[S. 19] to be free from certain subsidies for twenty years; 
[S. 21] to seize vessels trafficking without license within 
the precincts of the charter; [S. 23 and 24] and to dis- 
pense criminal and martial justice: nor are the liber- 
ties of natural subjects granted to any person bom 
within the limits of the charter, but as those limits con- 
stitute the first colony of Virginia. 

7. In a third ctiarter passed to the treasurer and com- 
pany of A^i^^nia, on the 12th March, 1611-12,[ee] the 
same unity is preserved to the first colony throughout, 
and a aeperation is not alluded to in the most distant 
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way. But it ia an argument of real force with respect 
to Vb^inia, that the charters of 1609 and 1611-12 were 
granted to the treasurer and company as a corporation, 
and that it is a firm principle of British law, that a cor- 
poration cannot exclude from their jurisdiction lands 
placed within it by the terms of its constitution. 

8. Analogous to the charters of Vii^inia are those of 
the two Carolinas, or more properly of Carolina, respect- 
ing the indivisibility of their limits. The territory 
described therein, and the province of Carolina, are 
synonymous in many instances. 

In the last clause but two in the second charter, the 
royal word is pledged to the proprietors, "their heirs 
and assigns, and to the tenants and inhabitants of the 
said province or territory, both preaent and to come, 
and to every of tliem, that fiie said province or territory 
and the tenants and inhabitants thereof, shall not from 
henceforth be held or reputed fmy member or part of any 
colony whatsoever in America, or elsewhere, now fa-ana- 
ported or made, or hereafter to be transported or made; 
nor shall be depending on or subject to their government 
in any thing, but be absolutely seperated and divided 
&om the same." Nay, so little was the power of altering 
the limits conceived to be inherent in the proprietors, 
that the authority to divide the territory into coimties 
was dei^ated to them in positive terms. 

It must however be confessed, that before the sur- 
render of the charter, in 1729, North and South Caro- 
lina had each a govemour, council and assembly. But 
this seperation of jurisdictions was not the creature of 
the proprietors alone, but was effected with the appro- 
bation of the inhabitants, some of whom laboured under 
great inconvenience from having tlie metropolis and the 
settled coimtry around it distant from them three hun- 
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dred miles and upward8.[£F] See Lawson'e history of 
Carolina, p. 256. 

The example of New Jersey cannot be cited agamst 
the right of the people to demand from the proprietors 
an entirety of territory. For the very grant upon 
which they rest expressly warrants an equal division 
between Lord Berkeley and Sir Gewge Carteret. See 
the Duke of York's grant [to New Jersey]. The aigu- 
ment from hence would rather be, that when the power 
of division was intended it was specially mentioned. 

It would be tedious to detail, in this place, the many 
passages in the charters to Lord Baltimore and Afr. Penn, 
which mMntain the principle, that the first limits ought 
to be permanent. So opposite to private emolument 
was the office of the trustees of Georgia, that they 
enjoyed no right which was not for the benefit of the 
people. The limits granted to the trustees were in fact 
granted to them. [But we are unable at present to be 
more particular, not having access to the grant itself.] 

What change, then, was wrought by the conversion 
of the proprietary governments of Vfa^ia, North Caro- 
lina and South Carolina, and the fiduciary one of Georgia, 
into royal? 

Virginia. It is needless to inquire whether the charter 
of 1609 was abolished lawfully or not. Because, as its 
abolition was the act of the king, he cannot contend 
that it was produced by violence or injustice; and the 
company and their successors have yielded to the 
resumption from 1624 to this day, without bringing 
it to a forenack discussion, or endeavouring to reverse 
it by a petition to the crown. Either of these reme- 
dies was easy, and constitutional. But a superiour rea- 
son is, that a dispute between the king and company, 
two of the three parties to the charter, ought not to 
{Hrejudice the people of Vii^inia, who were the third, 



,y Google 



Jounuds qf Ckmgrew 

who stipulated with the proprietors for the territorial 
privil^ee in the charts* with the privity, assent nay 
guarantee of tiie king, who could not profit from a rup- 
ture between him and the proprietor, and ought not 
therefore to be injured. 

But what if the king had not been an immediate 
party? Surely his succession to the rights of the com- 
pany brought with it a succession to their engagements 
respectii:^ territory; unless James i. as king of England, 
was authorised to violate, in spoliation of his own sub- 
jects, that rule of natural law under the influence of 
which his Prussian Majesty bound himself, upon obtain- 
ing Silesia, to be answerable to the British king for the 
encumbrances imposed on that country by the Empress 
of Hungary in his favour. ' 

It is a warrantable corollary from the inability of the 
proprietors to mutilate the limits in the charter of 1609, 
that the king standing in their place was alike incapable. 
This reasoning is not impeached by the divisions which 
the chartered limits of "Vli^nia have undergone. Th^ 
were made at periods when the people could not feel an 
interest in opposing them; wh»i extreme loyalty was 
the highest virtue; when they were weak. The quota- 
tion of thdr submission in this instance, as an e'Wdence 
of their consciouraiees of the king's right, would be some- 
what imnatural; since it would suppose, that other men 
in the same circumstances would probably have acted 
otherwise. 

The objections springing from the proclamation and 
Quebec statute will be discussed hereafter. 

That the king of England thought himself bomid to 
consider the colony of Virginia as possessing the limits 
of the charter of 1609, except in those cases in which 
it had been abridged before 1669, appears from the 
charter of 10th October, 1676. There the colony of 
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Yirginia is mraitioiied in gen^^ terms without d^nite 
limite. To confine it to the country then settled, 
would be inconfflstent with ite professed design of encoui^ 
aging the plantation, and would exclude nine tenths of 
the present inhabitants. Not to confine it thereto, 
would demonstrate that Virginia was beheved by 
Charles n. to comprehend some vacant land, and con- 
sequently that she must hold all the vacant land within 
the charter of 1609; ranee a single foot could not be de- 
manded through any other channel. Long ago would 
the people thransdvee have requbed some determinate 
limits, had they not imaged that the charter of 1609 
described them. So far too has the king of England 
been from marking out the boundaries of Vii^inia in the 
charter of 1676, or in any instructions to his govemoxu*8, 
that he has by various acts corroborated oiu* principle, 
that after the extinction of the charter they remained 
the same as before. For near thirty years has the gover- 
nour of Vii^inia, acting under his authority and with his 
knowledge, granted lands on the west side of the Alle- 
ghany mountains. In 174S-9 Sir William Gooch, 
govemour qf Virginia, was instructed to grant to the 
Ohio company lands far westward of the All^hany 
mountains, but still as the instruction and the lett^ 
enclosing it says, "On the Ohio within his Majesty's 
colony of Vi^inia."[gg] In 1753, an act was passed by 
the assembly of Virginia for the encouragement of se^ 
tiers on the waters of the Mississippi. To this act the 
royal assent was given.[hh] In 1754, an act was passed 
by the same l^islature for a similar purpose, in which 
Vij^^nia is declared to possess lands on and near the 
waters of Mississippi. A very lai^ sum of money has 
been levied upon the people of Virginia for the defence 
of that count^. All tiiis has been done with the knowl- 
edge and consent of the British king.fii] In the year 
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the govemour and council of Vii^nia granted a 
tract of Uuid at the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi 
bounding upon both rivers, [kk] In 1754, Mr. Dinwiddie, 
govemour of Vii^nia, promised, by his proclamation, a 
bounty of 200,000 acres of land on the western waters 
to the officers of the first ^^T^nia regimeat.[ll] The 
many land warrants issued by Lord Dunmore, govemour 
of Virginia, were directed to be located on the lands lying 
on the western waters. In 1773, courts were holden 
beyond the AU^hany mountfuns under the authority 
and particular direction of the govemour of 'V^i^ia. 
Great suma have been expetuled by Vltfpnia in defence of the 

WeAtem Country.[minl 
Tbe present situation of the two Carolinas and Geo^ta deprives 

na of the information concerning them, with which we are amdous to 

fumiah you in detail. 

The general observations applied to Virginia are wppM- 
cable to the two Carolinafi. 
We shall endeavor to trajismit to you such documents as may mani- 
fest the opinion of the British King to be that the chartered limits 
remained entire after the surrender. We assure ourselves that such 
will be found, especially as he has often interfered in the accommoda- 
tion of their disputes about boundaries, and his ancestor Oeo^ 
the 2M directed a temporary line between North and South Carolina 
upon the principles of the Charter. 

Of Geoi^a it may be said, that the proclamation of 
1763 revived its chartered limits by annexing the lands 
' between the Alatamaha and St. Mary's river to that 
province; for at the date of that edict a considerable 
part of the lands northward of Alatsmaha was vacant; 
and to suppose that by Georgia was meant that terri- 
tory alone which had been granted to individuals, would 
annex the country south of Alatamaha, and shut out 
the vacant part lying on the north side of that river. 
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But SB no reasonable solution could be given of so 
wtumdcal an an-fuigement of territory, we may con- 
clude, that the vacant land on the north of Alatamaha 
was corapriBsd in the term of "Georgia." If so, since 
Geor^ could claim vacant land only by virtue of the 
deed to the trustees, and that deed must have conveyed 
full limits, or nothing, it foUows, that its territorial 
lights were restored, if they were affected by the sur- 
render. But it has been akeady seen in what predica- 
ment the trustees stood. They were, what their title 
imports, mere trustees for the benefit of the province. 
Strangely then would it sound, tiiat upon the refusal of 
those benevolent men, who had no personal interest in 
the trust, to persevere in fostering this infant nation, it 
must lose every thing, or in other words, hang on the 
pleasure of the king for a restitution of former rights. 

Answer to third part of second objection. New 
York derives its claim from the Five Nations, insisting, 
1st. That the kii^ of England was lord of their soil; 
2d. That being so, he transferred his seignory to that 
then province. 

1. The Five Nations (Iroquois, or Six Nations) had 
from ancient days put themselves and their lands under 
the protection of Great Britain.[nn] The Duke de Mire- 
poix, in his memorial of the 14th May, 1755, to the 
ministry of London, denies that the lands of the Five 
Nations became vested in his Britannick Majesty by the 
deeds; but the answer returned by that ministry on the 
7th June, in the same year, contends, that the 15th 
article in the treaty of Utrecht subjects the Five Nations 
to the dominion of Great Britfun. That such subjec- 
tion according to the genuine interpretation of treaties, 
relates to the country as well as to the person; and that 
France is precluded from altercating these points with 
Great Britcun, because she has once acknowledged their 
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(HTopriety. It will not therefore be insisted, that the 
territory of the Five Nations belongs to the tmcient 
and just limits of Canada, as tlie foregoing assertions 
were urged to confront a pretension of France to this 
effect; nor will it be denied, that the king of Great 
Britain was, with respect to his subjects at least, lord of 
the soil of the Iroquois, by being their protector. 

New York maintains, in the second place, that its 
l^;islative and executive proceedings &om 
to prove that this very Iro- 

quois territoTy has been supported by its blood and 
treasure; that this circumstance does of itself create 
an equitable title, which has ripened into an indefeasi- 
ble one, by Great Britain having always treated the 
country of the Iroquois and their tributaries up to the 
forty-fifth d^ree of northern latitude as transferred 
from itself to the government of New York.[oo] See 
dociunentfi to be furnished by the del^ates of New 
York. 

Answer to foiirth part of second objection. The 
prohibition annoimced to ihe govemours of all the 
colonies, except those of Quebec, East Florida and 
West Florida, to grant wairants of survey, or pass 
patents "for the present and until his (ike British 
king's) farther pleasure should be known," for any 
lands beyond the heads or sources of the rivers which 
fall into the Atlantick ocean from the west and nOTth- 
west, strongly intimates an opinion, that there were 
lands beyond the heads of those rivers within the juris- 
diction of those govemours. Otherwise the prohibi- 
tion would have been unnecessary. Again, by the 
injunction " not to grant warrants of surv^, or to pass 
patents for any lands whatever which, not having been 
ceded to or purchased by the British king, were reserved 
to the Indians, or any of them," a restriction of terri- 
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tory could not have been designed by a king, who granted 
charters to his colonies, Imowing that they would inter- 
fere with the rights of the Indiana, who has always con- 
sidered a cession or purchase from them as a milder 
mean of anticipating their hostiUty rather than a source 
of title, who since the date of the proclamation has 
granted, through the prohibited govemours themselves, 
large quantities of lands beyond the heads of those rivers, 
and ^ose own geographer, Emanl. Bowen, in a map 
delineating "the British, Spanish and French dominions 
in America, according to the treaty of Paris" and this 
very proclamation, has carried Georgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina and Virginia as far as the Misasappi.[pp] 
The single object of these parts of the proclamation was 
to suspend the business of the land offices, not to ciui^ 
limits; to keep the Indians in peace, not to annihilate 
the territorial rights of the colonies. 

But it may be chained as an inconsistency to set up 
the proclamation as increasing the limits of Georgia, 
when it thereby plainly mutilates South Carolina. The 
fact is, that before and after the cession of Florida, 
South Carolina asserted a light to the lands between 
the rivers Alatamaha and St. Mary's. Geoi^ con- 
tradicted. The dispute was ended by this proclama- 
tion of the crown, and the title of Geoigia is certainly 
confirmed. Could South Carolina do more than repre- 
sent her grievance ¥ Having done this, did she confess 
the authority of Great Britam to dismember her at will, 
because she did not fly to arms? Another reason might 
^>erhaps] have induced South Carolina to rehnquiah it« 
opposition with less reluctance. Peace and its incidents 
being the province of the chief magistrate of the British 
empire, and the lands between Alatamaha and St. 
Mary's having been rendered neutral by an agreement 
with Sp^, they were seperated from South Carolina. 
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Now it might have beea the opinion of some, that this 
circumstance weakened the ori^nal title.[qq] See treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle. Upon the prerogative of the crown 
to manage the affairs of peace, and the rights of France, 
depends the justice of linaiting the American colonies 
to the Mississippi, by the treaty of Paris. 

Answer to the fifth part of the second objection. 
Nor can the treaty of Fort Stanwix, in 1768, militate 
against Virginia. For the purchase then ratified did 
not imply a want of r^ht in the king, but was solely, as 
was observed of the proclamation, an instrument of 
peace. Nor yet did he render the ceded lands exclu- 
sively his own; because the relation between him and 
the American royaJ colomes required his name in all 
conventions with the Indians concerning territory, even 
when the benefit redounded to them alone; because the 
franchise of pre-emption had been often asserted by 
some of them, and particularly by New Jersey in 172 — , 
by an act of the legislature approved by the royal gov- 
emour; and because, in the exercise of that franchise, 
the wealth of the colony, within which t±ie pxmjhased 
lands lay, was commonly expended.[rr] It is true that 
Virginia, in 1769, asked permission to pxuxtbase a more 
extensive boundary; but the causes were, that the 
superintendant of Indian affairs, who had the absolute 
guidance of the Indian councils, could be conciliated 
only through the medium of the crown; and the British 
govemour would have withholden his assent to any vote, 
levying money for the purpose of such a purchase, with- 
out the approbation of his master. 

Answer to the sixth part of the second objection. 
The Quebec act was one of the multiplied causes of our 
opposition, and finally of the Revolution. Even if it 
had been designed to abridge the boundaries of the 
colonies, the right of the British parliament to do so 
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must be denied upon the grounds already shown. But 

the provision, that nothing therein contained relative to 

the province of Quebec should in any wise affect the 

boundaries of any other colony, destroys its operation 

with regard to ihoee which are now required by ub. 

[For this also we refer you to what has gone before.] 

Thus have we laid open the grounds of our claims to the 

boundariei^ specified in the instructions to Mr. J. Adams. 

We undertook to prove in the first place, that they belonged to the 

thirteen Colonies. In doing this we avoided a regular and punctil- 

iouB deduction of our rights because onr pretensiotis appeared suffi- 

demtly fair, unless some defect could be discorered in them. The 

objections which stood foremost aa being the most plausible were 

1. against the North Eastern Boundary of Massachusetts, and 

^»'*T against the claim of the United States being so extensive aa the 

strict conslmction of their title papers would justify; because 1. the 

charters running to the South Sea were granted through mistake, 

and at any ratewere chimerical 2. The charters of four oi the Coloniea 

hod been sorrendered. 3. New York cannot maintain her right 

undev tiie ax nations. 4. The Proclamation abridged our liinits. 

6. The Treaty of Fort Stanwix militates against them, and, 6, the 

Quebec act contracted them. To these objections and thrar different 

branches imswers have been given. We now proceed to the second 

point. 

The second point, to wit, that the United States have 
succeeded as independent sovereignties to the territorial 
rights of the colonies. 

The states claiming vacant lands before the Revolu- 
tion were, 1. Connecticut, a government belonging to 
the govemour and company; 2. Pensylvania, a govern- 
ment belonging to a few in^viduals; 3. Massachusetts, 
possessing an express charter as a royal government; and 
4. Vii^inia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Geoi:gia, 
which were originally proprietary governments, and 
afterwards became royal, but received no special charter 
as such. 
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1. Charles n. relmquisbes, in his charter to Connec- 
ticut, all title to the lands therein described. Grants 
did not issue in his name, nor did escheats fall to him 
as lord paramount. The extinction therefore of 
British jurisdiction in Connecticut cannot vest in the 
hing of England a territorial right which he never 
enjoyed before, but miist strip him of every possible 
authority in that State. 

2. We affirm, without repeatii^ the proofs, that the 
State of Pen^lvania retfuns its provincial limits. At 
the Revolution one foiu*th of the ungranted soil was the 
property of Mr. J. Penn, and three fourths of W. Penn. 
Since that era the whole has been seized into the hands 
of the State. Mr. J. Penn, being a citizen of Pensyl- 
vania, the long of Great Britain would grossly intrude 
on the sovereignty of the State, were he to interest him- 
self in the restitution of his share. Prudential and 
equitable considerations ought always to curb licentioiis 
invasions of private right; but in the breast of the l^s- 
lature resides the Explication of the property within its 
jurisdiction. An injured citizen must acquiesce in the 
dispensations of the sovereign authority, or seek redress 
from remonstrances, or the last expedient of oppressed 
freemen. Mr. W. Penn was a British subject at the 
Revolution, has continued to be so to this day, and is 
therefore an alien. Hisprince may advocate his interest 
without an infringement of decorum, and will probably 
be strenuous in his behalf. He will plead that alienage 
produced by the severance of an empire differs from 
birth under a foreign alliance. It will not be denied, 
that at the time of acquiring his landed rights he was 
not an alien. But the Revolution has placed him in an 
opposite predicament. As he was then a friend, so he 
is now an enemy; and upon the restoration of peace, 
no other relation will subsist between the State of 
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Pensylvania and him, than what might hare subsisted 
between that State and a subject of Russia. Since 
therefore he must share at the end of the war the dis- 
ability to which aliens are liable upon principles of 
general as well as English law, as to the holding of 
immoveable property; since during the war it would 
be dai^erous to tolerate rranittances of its profit, spe- 
eifick restitution is untenable upon any ground. Nor 
can compensation be solicited, although it should be 
absurdly thought that Pensylvania is indebted to 
Great Britain for favours. Has not England set us an 
example in this business f While she possessed terri- 
tory on the coast of France, mthin which it was lawfu 
for French subjects to acquire and hold lands upon the 
same terms with the English, was it not her habit to 
wrest them from the former immediately upon a decla- 
ration of war against their prince 1 Did she make com- 
pensationsf It is remarkable too that the concisions 
of Mr. Penn, the original grantee to the province, allot 
to settlers nine tenths of the lands within the limits of 
the charter. Soon should we behold a new British colony 
composed of the choic^t tools of tyranny emerge in the 
very bosom of Pensylvania, were Mr. W. Penn per- 
mitted to grant the vacant country. And shall we 
reward him because we unnerve his faculty of doing 
harmf 

3. At this stage of our inquiry we take for granted, 
that the king of Great Britain could not rightfully alter 
the limita assigned to Massachusetts in its new charter. 
Perhaps, however, it may be questioned whether Mas- 
sachusetts can with propriety bottom its claims aa an 
independent sovereignty upon a charter granted to it 
as a dependent colony. The charter appropriated to 
Maffiachusetts, as a society, certain limits. Let the 
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supreme power be modified as it may, as the society 
remains the same, so do its rights. The argument of 
the objection extended one step farther implies, that 
the royal patents for land granted to individuals can 
convey no title at this day. What is the e£Fect of this 
doctrine, but that a people must groan under eveiy 
tyranny, or lose every privilege. [But let us quit the 
cavil.] All the lands in this colony were holden of the 
kii^ in free and common soccage, the well known tenure 
in Great Britain; and grants to individuals ran in his 
name. In other words, he was lord paramount. In 
tracing the consequences of this paramountship, analogy 
will justify ufl in pursuing as tiie prototype the parar 
mountjsbip of Great Britain. The king is lord paramount 
there, merely because he is king. For even the ancient 
barons, with their numerous vassals and formidable 
force, never afifected this character. Accordingly, if 
at any time during or since the vigour of the feud^ 
system, the immediate tenant of a baron had aliened 
lands to an alien, they were forfeitable to the king. 
The same was and is the doctrine where he committed 
treason. These forfeitures could not be founded on a 
defect of heritable blood; because it would commence 
in the life of the alien or traitor, and because such a 
defect would restore the lands to the immediate lord of 
whom they were holden. But the forfeiture hath 
always devolved on the king, whose (^ce it was as 
chief magistrate to guard against the residence of per- 
sons disaffected, as ahens generally are, and as traitors 
ever are, to the publick good. That the qualities oi 
king and lord paramount are inseperable, appears from 
these facts: 1st. A king of Great Britain upon his 
accession to the throne receives no epecial investiture of 
power as lord paramount, but exercises it as a deriva- 
tive from that of chief magistrate. 2d. The coronation 
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oath relates to the functions of the lord paramount; but 
the sanction &om religion for the due dischai^ of them 
is comprehended in that for the faitiiful administration 
of the government. 3d. Upon the abdication of James 
second, the throne was declared vacant; and neither lus 
successor nor the people ima^ned it to be necessary to 
tear the paramoimtship from him by egress words. 
Hence it follows, that he who ceases to be king, ceases 
to be lord paramount. Again, in dealing out the lands 
c^ the kingdom, the British nation have conducted them- 
selves with respect to the king, as a bare trustee for pub- 
lick benefit. When William, the third, was squandering 
upon his minion the Duke of Portland profuse grants of 
land, the pu'liament interposed, and put a stop to them. 
Hence it also follows, that if George, the third, should be- 
come incapable of being their trustee, he would be also 
disqualified as lord paramount. If analogy be a faithful 
guide on this occasion, the inference is clear, that as 
Geoi^, the third, was obeyed in Massachusetts as king of 
Massachusetts, not as king of Great Britain, and has 
ceased to be its chief magistrate, and in the natiu^ of 
the thing cannot be its trustee, he is also extinct as 
lord paramoimt. For the justness of the analogy we 
^)peal to that clause in the new charter of Massachu- 
setts which grants to its colonists the immunities of 
British subjects. We d^ those who shall undert^e 
to show that the charter placed the lights of British 
American subjects with r^ard to the paramountship, 
upon a different footing from those of their fellow sub- 
jects of Great Brittun; and we venture to pronounce 
the parallelism of the cases from the identity of the 
teniu%. We may here add another inference, that as 
the paramountship was an indissoluble concomitant of 
the chief magistracy, and the State of Massachusetts 
succeeds to those powers which the British king for- 
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merly exercised as king of that then colony, that State 
doee aUo succeed to the paramountship. 

4. This last division of the second point requires for 
its proof nothing more than a recapitulation of what has 
been already shown, to wit, that the proprietors coidd 
not separate the colonies of Vii^nia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Geor^; that the king upon the 
resumption of their charters succeeded to the obliga- 
tions of the proprietors, not only from the natm-e of the 
contract with the people, but from his own acts and 
those of his govemours; that these colonies became 
thereby royal governments standing in the same rank 
with Massachusetts; that consequently the king of Great 
Britain was lord paramount of these colonies by being 
the chief magistrate of each of them; and that this chief 
magistracy, having fallen to them, carries with it the 
paramountship. Upon the whole, a deciave objection 
exists against the mutilation of the charters running to 
the Mississippi according to the treaty of Paris, namely, 
that the principle by which they would be limited to 
the distance of a mile only from the river, would justify 
mutilations to any extent. 

The third point. But if the vacant lands ciumot be 
demanded upon the titles of individual states, they are 
to be deemed to have been the property of his Bri- 
tannick Majesty, as sovereign of the thirteen colonies 
immediately before the Bevolution, and to be devolved 
upon the United States collectively taken. In agitating 
the case of these lands under this head, his Britannick 
Majesty will be very forward in asserting that he was 
seized of them; so that proof will be superfluous. The 
character in which he was bo seized was that of king of 
the thirteen colonies coUectively taken. Being stript 
of this character, its rights descended to the United 
States for the following reasons: 1. The United States 
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are to be considered in many respects as one irn- 
divided independent nation, inheriting those rights 
which the king of Qreat Britain enjoyed as not apper- 
taining to any one particular state, while he was what 
they are now, the superintending govemour of the 
whole. 2. The king of Great Britain has been de- 
throned as king of the United States, by the joint efforts 
of the whole. 3. The very country in question hath 
been conqu^^ through the means of the common 
labours of the United States. 

What has heretofore been observed r^ards only the 
title of the United States. There are other considera- 
tions deserving attention. Should Great Britain retain 
that portion of the United States which borders on the 
Mississippi, the neighbourhood of her possessions will be 
imminently dangerous to our peace. Should she at the 
same time retain Canada and West Florida, or even 
Canada alone, by applying herself to the settlement of 
that country and pushing on her trade there with vigour 
a new nursery for her marine will speedily be estab- 
lished. 

From a full confidence that the western territory now 
contended for lay within the United States, the British 
poets therein have been reduced by our citizens, and 
American government is now exercised within the same; 
lai^e bounties of land have been promised to the army; 
and we have relied on it as an important fund for dis- 
chai-gii^ the debts incurred during the war. For a 
considerable distance beyond the Apalachian mountains, 
and particularly on the Ohio, American citizens are 
actually settled at this day. By the surrender therefore 
of the western territory to Great Britain, a large number 
of f encible men, men too who have not been behind any 
of their fellow citizens in the stru^le for liberty, would 
be thrown back within her power. 



,y Google 



518 Journals of Congress 

France [as] A memorial from M'' Qerard to Congress on tiie 22^ 
of May 1779 esoitea in us some degree of mieasiness. At tlie begin- 
ning he uses these exjveeaions, "II eat notoire qne I'objet direct et 
emential de I'alliance, subsistante entre sa magestj tres chretienne, et 
les Etats Unis, eat de maintenir efficacement la liberty, la souve- 
rainet£ et I'independence absolue et illimitde dea dits Etats tant en 
matidre de gouTemement, que de commerce et par consequrait les 
droits territoriaux inherena a la souverainet6." 

He goes on to enumerate several inferences from the positions 
contained in the memorial among which is the following, "En 
reunissant les enonciations des Articlea 11* et 12*, on voit que lea 
sucoes de la guerre pouvaut seuls fiser le sort dea empirea, Q a £t£ 
trouT^ impoasible lore de la confaction du traits de I'alliance de 
determiner les poaeesaions, que les Etats Unis pourroient obtenir a la 
paix, qu'en consequence la garantle de la France n'a pu etre que 
conditionelle et eventuelle a oet egard: qu'eUe n'est tenue mainte- 
lumt a aucuue garuitie particulidre relativement a ces memos posses- 
sions, soit reelles soit pretendues; et que cette obligation ne com- 
mencera qu'a I'qmque a laquelle les possessiona dea Etats Unis 
anront 6t6 constatfes par la cessation de la guerre." 

The 11*^ and 12*^ Articles are in t2ie following words [insert t^em 
verbatim]. 

A rupture then having talran place between France and England, 
the reciprocal Guarantee declared in the ll*" Article has for a long 
time been in full force and effect. For although this article fixes the 
guarantee of the whole as the possession shall be assured to the United 
States at the moment of the cessation of their present war with Great 
Britain; yet the 12*'' specifies two asras at either of which the guar- 
antee should commence, a ruptiu'e between France and Great Britiun, 
or the termination of the war without such a rupture. 

The word "poBsessioTia" wiU certainly comprehend Hhe lands 
actually occupied by Individuals. For the Independence of the 
United States involves of necessity a territcflial idea, since to guarantee 
Uie Independence of a number of men would, if they were to be ex- 
pelled from their Country, have been too futile to enter into the wish 
of the United States, or the meaning of France. "Poasessiona" must 
also imply lands not in immediate occupation but granted merely 
to individuals. The term hears this signification in Europe, and 
in an infant country, like America, in which improvranent cannot be 
coextensive with gruits; but on the contrary, in which grants are 
made of large tracts of waste land, as an incentive to improvement, 
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it BMist partioularlj have this signification. The tenu filso describes 
the Tacant lands, which were ungranted at the Berolution. For 
although they were not possessed by individuals yet they were 
possessed by the society. In the 6*" Article the Most Christian Ejug 
renounces forever the ipoaaewion of tlie Islands of Bermudas. In this 
place "poueasion" ia extended to a bare right, as it cannot import 
actual occupancy. 

How strange would it seem, had we been solicitous about Bermudas, 
and regardless of a territory which we always claimed, which is 
incorporated with our Countiy, and on which we counted as a source 
of revMiuel 

Had not war been waged by France with Great Britwn, there was 
good reason why the former should not guarantee to the United 
States any other territory than what might be secured to them at the 
cessation of hostilities. The single arm of America unassisted by 
France might not be sufficient for the vindication of all her tenitorial 
rights. But upon a posiUve guarantee France would have been 
obliged to preserve the whole of them even by a declaration of war; 
a circumstance which she plainly studied to avoid, by her stipulating 
no aid in favor of (he United States, but on the event of a war 
between herself and Qreat Britain. In actual war France could 
answer for the event. 

^)ain We cannot pnrsuade ourselves that any opposition will 
be made to the claims of the United States on the part of Spain. 
We do not deny that she has subdued some small posts within these 
vacant lands; but when it is remembered, that the United States 
have unfolded a title, which ia substantial against the King of Qreat 
Britain, that the conquests of Spain are small in themselves and 
diminutive indeed when compared with those of the United States, 
her {ffetensions will vanish. 

There are other objects that will undoubtedly occur 
in the course of negotiation. 

The confiscation of the properly of those who pre- 
ferred an adherence to the old empire rather than to 
follow the fortunes of the new, was founded on those 
principles which have been discussed. The confisca- 
tion of the property of those who have conunitted trea- 
son gainst the United States, and are »nce become 
British subjects, has a foundation in the institutes of 
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forfeiture in the British criminal code. Should resti- 
tution be urged in either of these cases, in defiance of 
the support which the measures of America derive from 
similar practices in England, it will be proper to repre- 
'sent the impossibility of making specifick restitution of 
the personal property; the various transfers which the 
real has undergone from individual to individual, the 
great value of which the citizens of these states have, 
conta'ary to the laws of war, been despoiled by the 
enemy; the still greater losses which they have sus- 
tained from their wanton havock; the burdens which 
the war will leave behind it; and the share which the 
claimants have borne in this spoUation and havock, and 
by the former of which they have enriched themselves 
far beyond their losses. 

Of absentees from their country there are three 
classes. 1. Those who left it before the Declaration of 
Independence. 2. Those who left it after having be- 
come citizens. And 3. Those who were expelled. — 
It must be readily seen how dishonourable and trouble- 
some a stipulation for theb return would be to the gov- 
ernments which they have deserted; how obnoxious the 
persons answering to this description would be to the 
people at large, and especially such as have sufiered 
from their outrages; and how much the more this stipu- 
lation is to be dreaded, as none but those who are totally 
devoid of both honour and sensibility would avail them- 
selves of a privil^e, which would expose them to the 
ind^nation and resentments which they had provoked. 
Nor is it unworthy the circumspection of his Most 
Christian Majesty to reflect, whether the restoration of 
those persons may not produce an unequal competition 
with his subjects in trade; many among them, besudes 
the advantage which they possess from the knowledge 
of our language, having accurately informed themselves 
of the nature of oiu* commerce from actual expmence. 
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It ' i g not - iinprob ft blc that tbo a abjoot of eoaunopee will) a mong 
othoTDt bo inbFodaeod into tbo ne g otiation. — Tlio United jStnt o a b e ing r 
M- o fpoe a nd sa yoroign nation^ tbo ab a olnte ma s tef fl bb woII of t beif 
e onamoTPO) a a of . tboif g OTOFnmont, no olftim of rigbt- ea nj - op p f oba - 
bly will bo pyotondod witb po a poot to tho - fownop - by -t bo B C i ) wbo Folin - 
qoi s h anob pFotonsion witb Foapooh to tbo l att op t- b t tt it i a t bo wi a h 
and policy of tbo Unitod S tato a to ppo a eryo thoif eenunopoo mrf et- 
topod by atipalntiona in favoP of nationa, with - wb i ob -t bey aponow 
tmoonnootodt and pttptionl ftp ly - of tb a t - wi t b - wb i eb - thoy a pe now at waPi 
Thia policy oannot but ooinoido with tbo aontiment fl of bia Moat 
€! hpiBtian Majo a tyi eiaoo by bbo a o moana alono will bo loft to bia 
rilio B tbo fntnfo oppoFtqnity of manifoflting tboir pPofoPenee of hia 
intoPO B to to tbo ae of bia enemio a a nd riyala. — Congre a a do fop tbo a o 
go aa on a oarno a tly deaifo and oipoct that bi s Majo a by will a papo no 
offortfl wbiab m a y bo nooo aaa py to oxolado from a Tpooty of poaoe 
woFj a rtiolo which ' wo a ld pootrain tbo United S tatce from imp osing 
on tho Tg a de - of - Qpoat Britain any dutioO) pootfioti e n s- w -p p eh i b i - 



mtion in bhia point may bo cflooiitially nooo aaa py fop 

ai ny po a eO) op bbo a oTOP a l objeot a a bovo menbionodi 

In bhia POTiow of on? fopmop inatmobiona wo h a yo ' dp a wn a p ge 

mont e f Fom diffoponb a onpoc fl t tPUBting to yonp diaoPCtion - and judg 

mont foP tho s olootion of s nob ao a PO apt and s ea s onablO) and foP bbo 

addition of any otber a of import ^we? 



S fl wt w d) Th a t nobbin g in tbo ppocoding inatpootiona oont a inod bo 
o one t PBod to ' affoct a ny diapnte whiob now docflt of hoFoafbOF m a y 
B Qb e iab botwoon iadi y idual S babo e of botwoon the Unitod S b a te s a nd 
a a - indiridnal S t a te oonoeFning toppitoFyt ' 

' This report, in the wiitiiig of Edmuitd Randolph, is in llie Papcrt o/th< CorUtncntal 
Congrtu, No. 20, 1, folio 81-139. The woida is bracketa are in the rep<»t bat wA, in 
the Jotunal. The following paper accompanied the report: 

Befeiencea to pt^ien proper to explain the report most of which ought to be tnuu- 
mitted to our mini«ten. 

a. AndeiBon'fl historf of commerce 2 vol. 17 appendix. 

b. SpotiFwood's hietoiy of Scotland 483 and 2 Ander: app. 17. 

c. Treaty of Paris 1763. 

d . Treaties here enumerated in the Report. 

e. Rymei's foedera W*' Tom: p. 425. 

f. Treaty of Utrecht 1713. 

g. Grant to the Council of Plymouth IS Nor. 1620. 

h. Commiasion lo B. Wentworth Eeq. governor of New Hampihiie 13*^ July, 
16 Geo. 2. 
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The report being iinder debate for referring the fore- 
going facts and obeervations to the secretary for foreign 

Footnote— Contbined. 

i. Chartei to Haaaacbuwtta 7 October, ISSl, and the old charter of the 4<» of Much, 
1628,9. 

]. Chttrter to Connecticttt April 23, 1662. 

k. Charter to Bhode Island 8 Jvly 1662. 

I. Grant totlieI>uk«ofYoi1cl663-l; c^)itolatioii of Dutch in the eune Tear; Treaty 
of Westminster 1674; coofiimationof theDu^'agADtin the wuerear; traaUeawlth 
the &n nationfl in 1684, 1701, 1716, 1744, 17M and the Btate of clainu made hj New 
YoA in print. 

m. Grant to New Jersey 23 June 1664, and flie act of sonender U^ Angaat I70S. 

n. Oiartet to William Femi4<^ March 1681. 

«. Grants to William Fenn bj the Duke of York 24 Aug. 1683. 

p. Grant to Lord Baldmore bj Charles the first 20 June 1632. 

q. Charter to the Treuurer and company of Viiginui 23 Uay 1609 and another 
Charter to the Colony 10 Oct. 1676. 

r. Charters to Clarendon et al. 1662 and 1664. Statute 2. Geo. 2 c. 34. Tte act of 
division. This cannot be found. 

e. Giant to Georgia in 1732 and the proclamation of 1763. 

t. Grant of Nova Scotia to Sir William Alexander 10 Sept. 1621. 

u. Second gnuit to Alexander 12 July 1626. 

V. Memorial of the Eneiish to the French CommiseJonew 11 January 1761 concerning 
Nova Scotia. 

w. People's map. Champlain's. 

X. English Commissaries' reply 4'^ Oct. 17G1. 

y. Ibidem. 

B. Act of the Board of tande and plantatione 29^ April 1700. 

aa. Giant to Duke of York for Sagadadodc 12 Mardi 1663^. 

bb. Treatiesef Germain, Westminster and Breda mentioned in the lUpOTt, and the 
memorials which an also refemd to in the R^Kirt. 

cc. Tlie act nmigning Lord Cartaret's share in 1740. 

dd. Charter to Virginia 10 April, 1606. 

ee. Charter to Virgtnia 12 March 1611-12. 

ft. Lawson's history of Carolina p. 266. 

gg. Instruction to M* Gooch in 1748-8 and the letter accompanying it. 

hh. Act of the Virginia assembly in 1763 as to settlers on the Misdssippi. 

ii. Act to the same purpose in 1764. 

fck. Order for lands at the fork of Ohio and Mississippi in 

II. Dinwiddle's procliunatioa in 1764. 

mm. Estimate of monies ezpeiLded by Virginia for the weatem country. 

nn. Duke de Mirepoix's memorial to London 14 May 1766. 

00. ^e Documents of New York. 

pp. Bowen's map of North America. 

qq. Treaty of Aix la Chapelle. 

R. Treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1768. 

ss. M; Gerard's memwial 22^ May, 1779. 
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affwiB, to be by him digested, completed and trans- 
mitted to the ministers plenipotentiary of the United 
States for negotiating a treaty of peace — 
A motion was made by Mr. [John] Rutledge, seconded by 
Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, to postpone the consideration of the 
report to maJie way for a motion, which he read in bis place 
by way of argument. 

On the question for ptostpxining, the yeas and nays were 
required by Bfr. [Edward] Telfair, 



Neio Eampshire, 






DiJaware, 






Mr. Oilman, 


no)* 


Mr. Wharton, 


no)* 


MatMckuBetta, 




Uoryland, 




Mr. Osgood, 


noi 


Mr. Hanson, 


%h 


Jackson, 


Wright, 


Bhode Itla-nd, 




Firyimo, 




Mr. Cornell, 


noi 
no)"" 


Mr. Madison, 


ay 


HoweD, 


Bland, 


ay ay 


Oonnee^cut, 




Lee, 


ay 


Mr. Boot, 


«7 




North CaroUna, 




Himtiii^n, 


«y 


«y 


Mr. Williamson, 


z\- 


Dy», 


«y 




Blount, 


Nm Yml, 




Smih Omiina, 




Ur. Scott, 


.y)» 


Mr. Butledge, 


ay 




Nevt Jerwy, 




Bamsay, 


>y 




Mr. Clark, 


no] 
noj 


Izard, 


«y 


»y 


Witherapoon, 


Middleton, 


«y 








OKirgia, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Mr. Telfair, 


ay 


Smith, 


•y 




Jon«, 


ay ay 


aymer. 


no 




Few, 


ay 


Atlee, 


no 











So the qxiestion was lost. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Wltherspoon, seconded 
by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomeiy, "that the report be com- 
mitted:" 



„ Google 



624 Journals of Congress 

And on the queetion for commitment, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 



New Hampghire, 






Delaware, 




Mr, Gilmau, 


no}* 


Mr. Wharton, 


•7)* 


3^taehwsett8, 




Jbrsilmx;, 




Mr. JackBon, 


ay>* 


Mr.Hamon, 


:^}- 


Bhode lalaTid, 




Wright, 


Mr. ameU, 


Zh 


RfVmio, 




Howell, 


Ur.MuUson, 


•7 


Chnttsctieui, 




Bhuid, 


a7 "7 


Mr. Root, 


•y 


Lee, 


«7 


Himtington, 


»7 »J 


JVortA CtoroZina, 




Dyer, 


«j 


Mr. WilUamson, 


:?}- 


New YorJc, 




Blount, 


Mr. Duaua, 


Zh^ 


South Carolina, 




Scott, 


Mr. Rutledge, 


•7 


Nea Jersey, 




Ramsa7, 


«7 


Mr. Caark, 


l> 


Izsrd, 


>7(«7 


Witherepooii, 


Middleton, 


»7 


Pennsylvania, 




Gerraifl, 


«7J 


Mr. Montgomery, 


»y 




0eorgia, 




Smith, 


«y 




Mr. Tel/iur, 


no 


aymer, 


•7 


«7 


Jonee, 


«7 "7 


AUee, 


«7 




Few, 


«y 



So it was resolved in the affirmative.^ 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell and Mr. [Theodorick] 
Bland, to whom was referred a letter of 12 from the Secretary 

'The leport in regard to fisheries WBB entered only in the manuBciipt Secret Jounul, 
Foreign Afiurs. Mr. Rutledge's motioii to pos^one its counderation, Mr. Wither- 
■poon's motion to commit it, and the votee upon thoee motions, vere entered in both 
Public and Secret Jourmde. Coounittee Book No. 188 shows that on Augost 6 Mr. 
[James] Dnane, Mr. [Hu^] Williamson, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [James] 
Madison were "added to Mr. Montgomery" on this ctmunittee "vice Canoll and 
Randolph," and tliat on August 20 the report was recommitted to Mr. [John] Rut- 
ledge, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [John] ^theispoon, Mr. [David] Howell and Mr. 
[Joseph] Montgomery. 
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at War, coverii^ the extract of a letter from the Commander 
in Chief: 

The Committee to whom was referred a letter from the Secretary 
at War coveriag the extract of a letter from his Ezcelleucy the Com- 
mander in Chief and copies of two letters from Col. Willet, B^ leave 
to report, That from the Kepresentation made by his Excellency 
General Washington of the nature of the services performed by the 
levies raised by the State of New York, it appears that they are nearly 
equ^ to those they woiild render were they incorporated with the 
BtaDding Raiments of that State, and submit to the consideration 
of Congress the following Besolve: 

Resolved, That the Secretary at Wv be, and he is hereby, 
directed to issue cloathii^, from time to time, in like propor^ 
tion as to the continental troops, to the two regimento of 
infantry raised by the State of New York, under the resolu- 
tion of Congress of the 2d of April, 1781, though the conti- 
nental regiments of that State are not quite completed to the 
establishment. 

Yoxa Committee beg leave farther to report — 

That tb^ are fully in opinion that humanity, justice, policy and 
even economy unitedly invite an attention to the tribee of Indians 
which are retained in our interest: and that the most speedy and 
effectual measures should be adopted for clothing them according to 
their own manner and customs — 

The following Resolve is submitted to the consideration of Con- 
gress: 

Resolved, That the commissioners of Indian affairs in the 
northern department bo roquootod to report to Congress as 
soon as may be, the articles necessary to cloathe the Indians 
in our interests, so as to make them useful, and to appear 
with respect among the other tribes.^ 

> l^iiB report, in the writing of a clerk, ia in the Pa^en of A» Contmmtal Coagrtu, 
No. 27, folio 179. The Secretery^ at War'e tetttt is in No. 149, 1, folio 676. 
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WEDNESDAY. AUGUST ai, 178a 

On a report from the Secretary at War, to whom were 
referred the proceedings of a court of enquuy oa a complaint 
gainst Capt^ Gun: 

War Obtiob, AugnA £Oti, 178i. 
Sm, 

On the proceedingB of a Court of Enquiry on s complunt against 
Captain Qunn referred to me, I beg leave to report, 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War be directed to inform 
Major Gener^ Greene that Congress apppo¥o Mb oonduot in 
diooppgoT H^ are well satisfied with the general orders issued 
by him oa the report of the court of eaqtiiry, on a complaint 
exhibited against Captain Gun for disposing of a public borae 
as his own property: ond that Conggo ae oppiwTO tbo prin 
oiplo B on which hi e opinion wo e that the principles advanced 
in his orders are well founded, and that an approbation of the 
sentiments of the court would have been to establish a prece- 
dent repugnant to reason and justice, and subversive of that 
OTdra- and system which gives security to public property: 
that General Greene be directed to order Captain Gun to 
replace the horse he sold with another equally good. 

ResUved, That should any commissioned officer be con- 
victed, at a general courtrmartial, of having sold or disposed 
of a public horse, without ppopot owioro from the quag teg- 
ma e top gwi e goj fog tha t pmpo e o it shall be considered a 
breach of the first article of the 12th section of the articles 
of war/ 

On the report of a committee consisting of Mr. [David] 
Howell, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, and Hb. [Samuel] Osgood, to 

*TliiflrepntiBmtlieP(ip<no/(A< ContinmM (kngttu, Ko. 149, 1, [olio 607. Th» 
8ecTetai7 kt War's tetter, dated Angnst 16, lajring before Otmgieaa the papen relative 
to the ctHuplaiut mainat Captain Qium, \b on folio 603, and the inclcmiras on foliog 
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\rtiom was referred a report of the Secretary at War, con- 
cerning Fortune Stoddiurd, a soldier of the Rhode Island 



Wab Ofpiok, Autfoti JO^, J78S. 
Sib, 

By the endosed papras which I have tiie honor to lay before Oon- 
graes, they will be informed that on the 229t of December last a 
eotdier of the Rhode Island He^ment killed one James Cunnin|^iam, 
for which act he haa been tried by the laws of the State of Maryland 
and acquitted of murder; but found guilty of maofilaughter, and is 
now detained in jail for coeta, which amount to about 24 pounds, 
which sum must be dischai^ed by the public or he will be sold to 
refund the expence. This I am convinced would be a real injury to 
the service; beeddes it will cost much more than that sum to procure 
a man in his stead to serve during the war — 

I beg leave therefore to submit to the conaderation of Congress 
the propriety of passing the following resolve. 

Whereas Fortune Stoddard a soldier in the army of the United 
States has been tried and punished by the civil authority of the State 
of Maryland for an offence against the lawa of that State and is now 
kept in custody for the fees, 

■g <i ^ t!tj rf r -Th a t -t be - E»ee«tive - of the ■ S t a te of M a yyland be re - 
yicot e d" t o diaohftfgo - tbo -fla id - B'ort H no fi todd ay d - f 'ge m - hifl oonfin ^a^ 
a nd ob a rge the PBited -Stat e B- witb - tb e- feo B ) « ad t hat the omo agt-^ 
riw w id-foo a be ohargod by the United -S t at o B to the St at e of Rhod e 



Resolved, That the executive authority of the State of 
Maryland be requested to dischai^ &om confinement 
Fortune Stoddard, a soldier belonging to the Rhode Island 
raiment, confined for costs accrued in a late [misecution, and 
charge such costs to the United States, transmitting to the 
Secretary at War the account thereof, in order that the same 
may be chained to the said soldier, and deducted out of 
his pay. 

' This report is in the Paptri of the Continenttd Ctmgrat, No. 149, 1, folioa 567-670, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 33, 1783 

The agents for the Commonwealth of PensylTaoia and the 
State of Connecticut, represent to the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, as follows: 

"That having met aod conferred together, and being informed 
that there is not any reason to hope for the attendance of Major 
General Qreene as one of tiie oommissionera for detenuining the dis- 
pute subsisting between us, and that the ^n. John Rutledge, esq. 
has declined semng, we have mutuallj appointed the Hon. Thomas 
Neilson, esq. of Vii^inia, and Welcome Arnold, esq. of Rhode Island, 
as commissioners in their stead; and we do pray that they, together 
with the other five, may be conunisaioned for that purpose. 

Dated the 21 August, 1782. 

Signed, William Bkadfobo, Jun. 1 

Joseph Rbbd, I Agents for Penn- 

Jaheb Wilson, [ sytvania. 

Jonathan D. Sabobant, J 
EuFHALBT Dtxb, I Agents for Oon- 

Jbssb Root, | uecticut." 

The said agents also laid heSare Congress the following 
insliiunent of agreement: 

"It is agreed between the agents for the Commonwealtii of Pen- 
sylvasoia and the State of ConnecUcut, that Congress be requested to 
approve ihe appointment by the sud agents of the Hon. William 
Whipple, Welcome Arnold, David Brearley, Wdliam "* Churchill 
Houston, Cyrus QrifBn, Joseph Jones, and Thomas Neilson, esqrs. and 
to constitute them, or any five or more of them, a court of commis- 
doneiB to hear and finally determine the dispute between the sud 
States, relative to their respective claims and possessions, agreeably 
to the 9th Article of the Confederation; and that a commission be 
made out for them under the seal of the United States and signed by 
the President of Congress; that each commissioner be allowed ten 
dollars a day for the time he shall be employed in the said budness, 
for his serrioes and expences, to be paid in the first instance, one half 
by the State of Pensylvania, and one half by the State of Connecticut: 
that the oommissioneiB, or any five or more of them, do meet at 
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TrentoD, in New Jersey, on Tuesday, the ISth day of NoTember next, 
and Iiave power to adjourn, from time to time, and place to place, 
ts they shall judge it neceessry, until they shall make a final decision 
in the said cause ; and that a copy of their resolutions be transmitted 
io each of the sud oommiasioneiB, and their attendance on the said 
boBiness requested. 

Dtted 21 August, 1782. 

Signed, WiLUAU Bbadfobd, Jr. 

JosBPH Reed, 
Jaicbs Wilson, 
JoNATOAir D. Saboeaut, 
EupHAurr Dtxb, 
JifiBB Root." 

Whereupon, Ordered, That the secretaiy prepare and 
report the draught of a conuniasion for the Bald William 
Whipple, Welcome Arnold, David Brearley, William Churchill 
Houston, CyruB Griffin, Joseph Jonee and Thomas Ndlson, 
or any five or more of them, as commisHoners or judges 
nominated by the states of Fensylvania and Connecticut, to 
determine the dispute between the said states, agreeably to 
the 9th Article of the Confederation.' 

On the report of a committee, conidstiDg of Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, and Mr. I^zeldel] 
Cornell, to whom was referred a letter of 11 July, &om Major 
General Greene: 

Whereas it may occasionally become necessary for the good 
of the service, that the cavalry and infantry of the l^onary 
and partizan corps should do duty seperate, or by bmng 
detached with other troops: 

Resolved, That the commanding officer of the army in 
which any of the l^onary or partizan corps shall serve, may, 
when the good of the service, in his opinion, shall require it, 
detach eitJi^ the cavalry or infantry thereof seperatdy, on 
occasional srarice, as he may think proper, to do duty by 

> lUv motinii, in the writiiiK ei Aithar Lee, is in the Papv qftht CmtAwntel Gm- 
fim, Nou 36, 1, foUo 329. 
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themaelvee, or with any other troops in the army; that he 
may also brigade them with other troope, if in his opinion 
the public good require it. 

Resolved, That the l^onary and partizan corps shall gen- 
erally be entitled to take post according to seniority, but 
shall be liable to such disposition as the said commanding 
officer shall find expedient for the good of the service; and 
tJie officers of both horse and foot shall take rank in the army 
according to priority of commisuons.' 

The Committee [Mr. Joseph Montgomery, Mr. Edvord Butledge, 
Mr. Edward Telfair] to whom was referred the petition of Fran! Wade, 
complaining of actions brou^t against him in the Delaware State, 
for debte contracted whilst he acted aa Quartermaater for the United 
States, beg leave to report that the aaid petition, together with the 
resolutions of Congress on this subject of the day of be 

transmitted to the Ezecutire of the State of Delaware.' 



MONDAY, AUGUST 36, 1783 

The Superintendant of finance and Secretary at War, to 
whom was referred an appUcation of Mr. Rubsamen, having 
reported, that in their opinion his services as an instructor 
in TTiftViTig saltr-petre are no longer needed : * 

Resolved, That Congrras agree to the report. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rubsamen present his accounts against 
the United States for settlement. 

Bt the United States in Cohgbess Absehblbd, 

August «e», 178t. 
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to revise the ceremonial 
established by Congress respecting foreign ministers and report the 
' tbia, report, in the writing of Etekiel Cornell, ia in the Paptrt of the CkmUnental 
Congreu, No. 19, II, folio 4S1. 

* Thia report, in the wiiting of Joseph Hontgomery, is in the Paper* 0/ the Co/ttl- 
nmtai Conyrtu, No. 19, VI, foUo 133. It wu pftned on tbia day, according to the 
indoTBenient. 
'Ti^iepottiBJaibBPaperio/lIieContmenlai Con^rm, No. 137, 1, folio 737. 
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proper alteratioiifi and additions to be made thereto. The members 
dioaen Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. pUlph] Izard, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson.* 



TUESDAY, AUGUST a?, 178a 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell, iSi. [Joeeph] Montgomery and Mi*. [Thonuw] McEean, 
to whom was referred a letter of 11 July from the govranor 
of Virginia to the delegates of that State: 

That in thedr opinion it is uimeceeaary to continue a Qariiaon in 
either of the Towns of York or Gloucester in the State of Vii^inia, 
especially at a time when money cannot be obtained to pay for 
service that is indiapenaably necessary, and thereupon they submit 
(he following Beeotutiona. — 

Resolved, That the Executive Gothwh I of the State of 
^Hi^ma be informed, that it is inexpedient to continue a 
garrison at either of the towns of York or Gloucester at the 
expence of the United States. 

Resolved, That the said Oonnoil £xecuti^% be requested to 
transmit to the Supeiintendant of finuice, a full state of 
facte relating to the expence that has already arisen respect- 
ing the aforesaid garrisons, with the accounts and vouchers, 
that such order may be taken thereon as shall appear just.' 

' ^lu oidcDT, in the writiDg of one of ttie clerks of tiie Secretary's office, ia in the 
I^iptn 0/ the Continmtal Congrtu, No. 26, II, folio 225. According to Committee 
Books No. 186 uid No. 191, a report was delivered Ua; 6, 1783, and recommitted. 
Another report was delivered June 10 and adopted June 11. 

On this day, according to the indorsement, a letter of August 23, from the Superin- 
tendant of Finance as Agent of Marine, respecting a claim of Francis Maxwell, was 
read. It is in No. 137, 1, folio 729, and was committed to Hi. [James] Duane, Mr. 
[David] EoweU and Mr. [Balph] Ixard. 

Abo, a letter from General Washington dated Headquarters, August 19, encloeing a 
letter from Sir Guy Carleton. It was referred to Hr. [John] Rutledge, Mr. [Thranas] 
UcKean, Mr. [Jamee] Duane, and ia in No. 162, X, folio 679. It is printed in the 
Wriling$ of WaMngton (F<Hd), X, 69. See also poit October 16. 

Also, a letter from Major General Horatio Gates, dated Philadelphia, August 24. 
It is in No. 164, U, folio 366. 

*11UB report, in the writing of Esakiel Cornell, is in the Fapm qftht ContiTuntal 
Ooitgnm, No. 20, U, folio 273. 
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The Committee confflBting of M^ [James] I>uBiie, ii'- [David] Howell 
and Mr. [Ralph] Izard to whom was referred the report of the Agent 
of Marine respecting a demand of Francis Maxwell beg leave to 
submit the following report. 

That it appears to your Committee that the Paasengers on hoatd 
the Symetry Transport a flag Ship commanded by Francis Maxwell 
and who had been prisoner of war in England were supphed inth 
tiie same allowance of Provi^na as ia given to British Soldiers 
according to the rules established at the British victualling office 
from the 23'' day of June when they embarked to the 2'> day of July 
last. That on the last mentioned day the said passengers in a body 
two hundred and seventeen in number made a demand of the said 
Captain Maxwell for more proviaons than the stated allowance 
declaring that if he did not comply they would take it by force. 
Hiat Captain Maxwdl thereupon issued to the said passengers addi- 
tional quantities of previous beyond what he could justify by the 
rules of the British victualling office a copy of which was given'for 
his direction and produced to your Committee; and that those addi- 
tional allowances were continued until the arrival of the said Flag 
Ship at this port, and constitutes the chaise for which the said Max* 
well now solicits payment from the United States. 

Upon this state of facts your Committee are of opinion that the 
honor of the United States requires that payment be made for the 
said additional allowance upon proof and settlement of the account, 
sacii allowance having been issued by the said Maxwell contrary to 
bis instructions and only in compliance with a demand which he 
could not oppose. — 

Your Committee therefore sulnnit the following resolution. — 

Re&ohed, That the Superintendant of Finance be directed to take 
order for liquidating and payii^ the demand of the said Francis 
Maxwell as explained in the preceding state of Facts.' 

The Committee of the Week, [Mr. John TaylorGilman, Mr. Abraham 
Clark, Mr. Benjamin Huntington] report, 

That the memorial and petition of a number of inhabitants and 
adventurers on that tract or territory of land on the westam waters 
emptying into the Ohio River conmionly called and known by the 
name of Kentucky settlement, be read in Congress and filed in the 
office of the Secretary of Congress. 

' Thii report, in the wiitiiig of a clerk, ia in the Paptn of the OcnUneiUal Canqrai, 
No. 19, IV,idIo363. ItnaonaletterofAi^uat 23 from the Agent of Uarine and was 
according to the indonsiiient, recommitted on thia d&y. 
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Tliat the petition of officers in the Staff Department in the State of 
New York, lie on the table.' 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST a8, 178a 

Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, a delegate for Maryland, and Mr. 
[Ezra] L'Hominedieu, a del^ate for New York, attended, 
and took their seats. 

The secretary, pursuant to order, prepared the drai^t of 
a commission, which was agreed to as follows: 

THE UNITED STATEB IN OOKOBKSS AS8BMBLBD. 

To all whom it maj concern: 

Wbereas the 9th Article of the Confederation providea that "the 
United States in Congress assemhled shall be the last reeort on 
appeal, in all disputes and differences now subsisting, or that hereafter 
may arise, betwem two or more states concerning boundary, juris' 
diction, or any othw cause whatever, which authority shall always 
be exerdeed in the manner following: whenever the l^islature or 
cocecutive authority, or lawful agent of any State in controversy with 
another, shall present a petition to Congress, stating the matter in 
queeticm, and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by 
Cffder of Congress, to the legislative or executive authority of the 
other State in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of 
the parties by their lafrful agents, who shall then be directed to 
i^pcMDt, by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a 
court for hearing and det^mining the matter in question ; but if they 
cannot agree. Congress shall name three persons out of each of the 
United States, and from the Ust of sudi persons, each party shall 
alternately strike out one, the petitioners b^inning, until the number 
shall be reduced to thirteen, and from that number, not less than 
seven, nor more than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall, in 
the presence of Congress, be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose 
names shall be so drawn, or any five of them, shall be commission's 
or judges to hear and finally determine the controversy; so always 
as a major part of the judges, who shall hear the cause, shall agree in 
line determination; and if either party shall ne^ect to attend at the 

' TIuB report, in the writiiig of Abnlum Clvk, Ib in Uie Paptrt 0/ tJu Contamiial 
Om^Pwm, No. 32, folio 389. The indonemeat indicates that it wu acted on tliia day. 
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day appointed, vitbout shewing reasoos which CiHigreeB shall judge 
sufficient, or being present, shall refuse to etxike, the Congrees shall 
proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary 
of Congress shaU strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and 
the judgment or sentence of the court to be appointed in the manner 
before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the 
parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of ^ such court, or to 
appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall neTertheleea 
proceed to pronounce sentence or judgment, which shall in like manner 
be final and decisive; the judgment or sentence and other proceedings 
being in either case transmitted to Congress and lodged among the 
acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided 
that eveiy conunissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an 
oath, to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or 
superior court of the State where the cause shall be tried, "well and 
truly to hear and determine the matter in question according to the 
best of his judgment, without favour, affection or hope of reward:" 
provided also, that no State shall be deprived of territoiy for the 
benefit of the United States. And whereas, the president and supreme 
executive council of the State of Fensylvania did, on or about the 
3d day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-one, present a petition to the United States in 
Congress assembled, stating " that a controversy has long subsisted 
between the said State of Fensylvania and the State of Connecti- 
cut, respecting sundry lands lying within the northern boundary of 
the State of Fensylvania, and praying for a hearing in pursuance ci 
the 9th Article of the Confederation;" whereupon notice was given 
to the State of Connecticut, and a day wbs assigned for the appear^ 
ance of the parties by their lawful agents, at the place in which Con- 
gress should then be sitting: and whereas, in pursuance of the said 
notice, the states of Fensylvania and Connecticut appearing before 
Congress by their lawful agents, to wit, on the 16th day of July last, 
they were directed to appoint t^ joint consent, commissioners or 
juc^es to constitute a coiu*t for bearing and determining the matter 
in question agreeably to the 9th Article of the Confederation. And 
whcEreas, the said agents, by two instrumenta of writing, the one 
dated the 8th, and the other the 2l8t of the present month of August, 
both signed by them and lodged among our archives, have certified, 
"that in pursuance of the said direction, they have met and conferred 
togeUur and by jtnnt consent have appointed the following graitlemen 
' nom this point the en triee in the Journal «n by Gwnge Bond . 
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as conmussioners to constitute a court for hearing and detenQizting 
the matter in question between the said states, that is to s&j, the 
Hon. William Whipple, esq. of New Hampshire; the Hon, Welcome 
Arnold, esq. of Ebode Island; the Hon. David Brearley and William 
Qiurchill Houston, esqrs. of New Jersey; the Hon. Cyrus Giiffin, 
Joseph Jones and Thomas Neilson, esqrs. of Viiginia; any five or more 
of whom to constitute a court and have authority to proceed and 
determine the matters in difference between the said states." And 
by another instrument of agreement, bearing date the 2l8t day of 
August, 1782, and signed by them, the said agents, and lodged among 
our archives, have, among other things, requested Congress to 
approve the appointment, by the said agents, of the said Hon, WiUiam 
Whipple, Wekome Arnold, David Brearley, William ChurchiU Hous- 
ton, Cyrus Giiffin, Joseph Jones, and Thomas Neilson, esqrs. and to 
constitute them, or any five or more of them, a court (^ commiB- 
nonras to hear and finally determine the dispute between the sud 
states relative to their respective rights, daims and poeseesicnis, 
agreeably to the 9th Article of the Confederation; and that a com- 
tnission be made out for them under the seal of the United States 
in Congress assembled, and signed by the President of Congress; and 
that the comniiBsioners, or any five or more of them, do meet at Tren- 
ton, in New Jersey, on Tuesday the twelfth day of November next, 
and have power to adjourn, from time to time, and place to place, as 
they shall judge it necessary, until they shall make a final dedsion in 
the siud cause. Now be it known, that in virtue of the authcnity 
vested in us as aforesaid, and in consequence of the before mentioned 
appointment and agreement, we have caused these our letters patent 
to be issued, constituting and declaring, and we do hereby constitute 
and declare the said William Whipple, Welcome Arnold, David 
Brearley, William Churchill Houston, Cyrus Qriffin, Joseph Jones and 
Hiomas Neilson, or any five or more of them, to be a court of commis- 
doners, with all the powers, pren^atives and privileges inddent or 
belonging to a court, to meet at Trenton, in the State of New Jersey, 
on Tuesday the twdfth day of November next, to bear and finally 
determine the controversy between the said Commonw eattb State of 
Fensylvania and the State of Connecticut, so always as a major part 
of the said commiasionera, who shall hear the cause, shall agree in the 
determination; and if any of the parties shaQ refuse to submit to the 
authority of the s^ court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, 
the said court shall nevertheless proceed to pronoimce sentence or 
judgment, and the judgment or sentence of the court shall be final 
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and conclusive ; the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being 
in either case transmitted to Congress and lodged amoi^ the acts of 
CoogresB, for the security of the parties concerned ; provided that every 
commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath, to be 
administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of 
the State where the cause shall be tried, "well and truly to hear and 
determine the matter in question according to the best of his judg- 
ment, without favour, affection or hope of reward": provided also, 
that no State shall, by their said Jud^ent, be deprived of territory 
for the benefit of the United States; and in case a sufficient numbw 
of the commisdoners do not meet on the day asmgned to form a court, 
we do hereby authorise and empower any one or more of the said 
commissioners, to adjourn from day to day, or from time to time, 
until a number meet sufficient to make a court; and we do hereby 
authorise and empower the said court to adjourn from time to time, 
and place to place, as they shall judge it necessary, until they shaO 
make a final dedsion in the said cause. In testimony whereof, we 
have caused these our letters and commission to be made patent. 

Given under our seal, and signed by his Elxcellency John Hanson, 
President, in Congress, this 28th day of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-two, and in the seventh year of our independence.* 

Ordered, That notice be Bent to each of the commiBsionerB 
above-mentioned, to meet at the time and place appointed. 

Wab Otfiob, AuguH «7*, 178g. 
Sm, 

By the resolves of Congress of the S"* of April last the Paymaster 
General is to pay on the warrants of the Secretary at War, the pay 
and rations of the Army, and on warrants from the Commander in 
Chief, and the Commanding officer of the Southern Army all con- 
tingent e^>ences. 

No provision is made for the payment of such contingent expences 
as may be incurred in the absence of the Commander in Chief or the 
Commandtng officer of the Southern Army — as is the case of Captain 
de Bert of Colonel Annand's Le^on, who b now here on pubHe 
business, and whose account I have the honor to enclose. 

I am myself so convinced of the necessity of his absence from his 
Corps, and the justice of his chai^, that had I supposed myself author- 
ised to have ordered payment I should have done it, and not have 
troubled Ccmgress wIUi so inconuderable an application. 

* A copjr ot thifl commusion, in Tbonuon'a wiitiiig, is in Uie FaperioftAe Continmtal 
Camgrim, No. 49, folio 85. 
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I wish their directioiia in this matter, and what mode in like cases 
shall in future be pursued.' 

THURSDAY. AUGUST 39, 178a ■ 

On the report of a committee, consiBtiog of Mr. [John] 
Rutledge, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery and Mr. [Samuel] 
Osgood, appointed to confer with the Superintendant of 
finance reepectmg the providing packete: 

llie Conimittee do report, That the ship Washington may be bought 
on reasonable and advantageous terms, and is, aa your Committee are 
well informed, a swift sailing vessel fit for a Packet to and from 
Europe. They therefore recommend, that the Superintendant of 
Finance be directed to take order for purchasing and employing her 
for that purpose.* 

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be dii^cted 
to take order for purchasing and employing the ship Wa^ 
ington for the purpose of a packet to and from Europe. 

The Secretary at War, to whom was referred a memorial 
of Lieutenant Colonel Antil, reported, that by the reform 
of the army which wilt take place on the first day of January 
next. Lieutenant Colonel Antil will become a supernumerary 
ofiScer and must then retire, and a8 his services in the inter- 
mediate time may be dispensed with, and the indulgence he 
solicits may without injuring the public interest be granted, 
that it be resolved, that Lieutenant Colonel Antil be per^ 
mitted to retire from service with the emoluments granted 
to retiring officers by the resolutions of Congress of the 3 and 
21 of October, 1780.* 

■ThisraportuiiitliePap<r«o/tA<Contin«nfa{Con;KM, No. 149, 1, folioeiS. It ma 
refened, the indorsement atatea, to Ht. [EE«kiet] Coraell, Hr. [Stunuel John] Atlee, 
ill. [Daniel] Canoll, and the S«cretu7 at War VM ordered "to take order in die cam 
of Captain de Bert." 

* Here Charles Thomeon reaumea the entriea in the Journal. 

' Thia report, in the writing ol John Rutledge, ia in the Papen of tiu Ccmttnmtal 
Qmgrm, No. 26, folio 343. 

* Hub report is in the Pap<no/lA< Continental Ckmgrttt, No. 149, 1, tolio 623. The 
memorial of Colonel Edward AntiU, dated March 4, 1782, ia on folio 619, and, acctwd- 
ing to the indwiement, waa referred to the Secretary at War on Aognst 22. 
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A motloQ was made by Mr. [Samu^ John] Atlee, seconded 
by Rb*. [Ezekiel] Corn^, that the report be referred back 
to the Secretary at War to take order, 

And on the question to agree to the motion, the yeas and 
nays bang required by Mr. Clagk [David] Howell, 



New Hampshire, 




Delmtme, 






Mr, Gilman, 


ay}* 


Mr. Wharton, 


•y)* 






Marylmd, 




Mr. Osgood, 


:;}-^- 


Mr. Hanson, 


*7l„ 


Jackson, 


Wright, 


.7}"' 


Bhode Island, 




F»yim», 




Mr. Cornell, 


Z}^^- 


Mr.Muiison, 


ay 


Howell, 


Bland, 


no ay 


CotmeOicui, 




Lee, 


•7 


Mr. HtintingtoQ, 


'yi.. 


North OarMm, 




Dyer, 


'jh 


Mr. Williamson, 


noi 
no}"" 


New York, 




Blount, 


Mr. Duane, 


ayi 


SorUh Carolina, 




L'Hommedieu, 


.7)'^ 


Ur. Butledge, 


ay 




New Jersey, 




Ramsay, 


ay 




Mr.Ckrk, 


no 


Izard, 


«7 


ay 


Condict, 


no no 


Gerrais, 


ay 




Witherepoon, 


»y 


ICddleton, 


ay 




Pemuylvama, 




OMrgia, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


no 


Mr. Telfair, 


«7)* 


Smith, 


no no 






Atlee, 


«7 









So the queetiou was lost. 

On the queetion to agree to the report, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 



New Hampshire, 




Oomeetievt, 




Mr. Gilman, 


ay)< 


Mr. Huntington, 


•71 
no J 


Masaachuaetta, 




Dyer, 


Mr. Osgood, 


Z]-^- 


Ne«, York, 




Jackson, 


Mr. Duane, 


ay] 


Rhode lOani, 




L'Honunedjeu, 


«7l 


Ur. Cornell, 


no) 
nol-o 






Howell, 
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Avgud, me 




NiwJeney, 








Mr. Clark, 


no ' 


Mr. Wilhamson, 


. no, 
no J 


Coodiot, 


no no 


Blount, 


Wittwii^joon, 


no 


SmOt Oardina, 




Ptifuwylvama, 




Mr, Katledge, 


ay 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 


Ramsay, 


no 


Smith, 


no no 


Izard, 


ay 


Atlee, 


ay 


Qervais, 


ay 






Middkton, 


ay 


Mr.Wli«rton, 


ay>* 


Oeorjio, 




Uarylaiid, 




Mr.TeKair, 


ay} 


Mr. Hanson, 


ayi 






Wright, 


-yh 






Fvyinfa, 








Mr. Madison, 


ay 






Bland, 


no ay 






Lee, 


ay 







So it passed in the negative. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 178a 

Oa motion of Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, pursuant to a 
resolution of the general assembly of Pensylvania, 

Bewlved, That a committee be appointed to confer mth a 
committee of the general assembly and a committee of the 
supreme executive council of Pensylvania, on the present 
critical situation of affurs on the frontiers: 
. The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mi*. [John] Wither- 
spoon, and Mr. [James] Duane.' 

A memorial from the general astiembly of Pensylvania, 
was read, respecting the payment of inteivst on money lent 
to the United States, and the settlement and payment of 

' The net of the vote is entered in tiie Joimuil by Geo^e Bond. 

* On tliia day, accotding to the indtvssment, k resolution of tlie House of Dele^tea of 
Tbginik of July 2, 1782, reapecting old continental money, was rafened to the Snper- 
Inteodent of Finance to report. It is in the Papen qfllu ContmaOid Congrtti, No. 76, 
fclioSTl. 

■ The leoolvs of th« geneial aaembly of PffuuylTUua ia in the Paptn o/tiu CanH- 
naOal Ctrngrtu, No. 60, II, folio 409. 
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debts due to the inhabitaats of that State by the United 
States. 

Ordered, That it be refwred to a grand committee, con- 
sisting of a member from each State.' 

[Motion Respecting the Value of Lands in the Several States.] 
Iliat it be an Instruction to said Cotu*^ to insert in the report a 
Clause assuring the Legisl. of Fensylvania that Congresa will as soon 
as po as ibl e it can be devised direct a mode for Estimating the Value 
of the Lands, in the several States and of the Building and Improvem^ 
thereon, in order that requisitions may be made on the respective 
States for their Quotas according to the said valuation of the public 

debt agreeable to the article of the Confed?; and that this 

subject ia now under consideration of a grand Com**.* 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMPER 3, 178a 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Ezekiel] 
ComeU, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Ralph] IzanJ, Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland, and Mr. [James] Duane, appointed to con- 
sider and report the most just and practicable means of 
reducing the expenditures of the United States in the several 
departments: 

Resolved, That all reeolutions heretofore passed reepectii^ 
the pay and emoluments of the field commissary of zoilitary 
stores, his deputies, conductors and clerks, be, and they 
hereby are repealed. 

Resolved, That the pay and emoluments of the field com- 
missary of military stores shall be fifty dollars per month, 
two rations per day, forage for two saddle horses, and one 
bat horse. He shall also be allowed ux dollars and two- 

I This mamorial, cUtted Auguot 28, is in the Paptn of the Continental Congrat, 
No. 69, II, folio 413. According to Committee Book No. 1S6, the report of the Grand 
Oommittee on this memorial was received and on November 1 was recommitted to 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Jamea] McEean and Ur. [David] Howell. On November 
12, a second memorial from Pennsylvania vaa referred to the game committee, who 
made a report November 18. 

*ThiBimdatedmotionin the wihiag of John Rutledge, lain the PajMno/lAeOm- 
(mcidal Omgreu, No. 36, IV, folio 361. 
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thirds of a dollar per month for a servant, for whom he shall 
be entitled to draw one ration per day and the cloathing 
allowed to a private soldier: 

That the pay and emoluments of a deputy field commissary 
of military stores for the southern army, shall be forty dollars 
per month, two rations per day, forage for two saddle horses 
and one bat horse. He shall also be allowed six dollars and 
two-thirds of a dollar per mont^ for a savant, for whom he 
shall be entitled to draw one ration per day and the cloathing 
allowed to a private soldier. 

ReK^ved, That the pay and emoluments of the deputy 
field commissary of milituy stores with fe bo main an& f-eaiSc 
at West Point, shall be forty dollars per month and two rar 
tions per day. 

That the pay and emoluments of the conductors or clerks 
shall be thirty dollars per month and one ration per day. 

Resolved, That there shall be one field commissary of military 
stores and two conductors or clerks, for the main army in the 
field; one deputy field commissary of military stores and two 
conductors or clerks for West Point; one deputy field com- 
missary of military stores and two conductors or clerks, for 
Uie southern army; and one conductor for the post at Fort 
Pitt; who shall be appointed by the commanding officer of 
the artillery, with the approbation of the Commander in Chief; 
excepting for the southern army, in which department the 
appointment shall be made by the commanding officer of 
Cillery there, with the approbation of the commanding 
officer of that department.' 

On motion of Mr. [David] Ramsay, seconded by Mr. imr^ 
[William] Few, 

Whereas it is expedient and at the present time practicahle to 

extend tlie benefits of the Post Office through Korth Carolina, South 

Carolina and Oeo^ia, in which States for some time past the regular 

* Thii raport, in the viitiDg of Sftiauel Cagood, ia in the Pap«n q/' th* CtmtmmUi 

Oongrm, No. 27, folio 181. 
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line of communicatioii has been interrupted by tlie invasion of the 
enemj, It' is therefore 

Resolved, That the Post Master General be and he is hereby directed 
to reeetftbliah Post OfiQces through the above mentioned states and 
it is further 

Resolved, That the reasonable expences of the postmaster 
general, or of some trusty person in his department appointed 
by him, in travelling to and from Georgia on the business 
of the Post OflSce, shall be defrayed by the United States.' 

The committee, consisting of iSi. [Noble Wimberly] Jones, 
Mr. [Abraham] Clark, and "Mi. [Samuel] Osgood, to whom was 
referred a letter of the 24 June last from Thomas Edison, 
delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

the Committee to irtiom was referred the letter of Tho* Edison 
report, 

That t^ letter of Thomas Edison of the 24"> June, be referred to 
the Superintendant of Finance to take measures thereon conformable 
to the Kesolution of Congress of the 23*' of April last, in favor of said 
Edison, and report to Congress the amount of the sums advanced 
puiBuant to said resolution.' 

On motion of Mr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by Mr. 
^i^i«^ [Daniel] Carroll, 

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be, and be ia 
hereby, directed to advance to Thomas Edison, at the rate 
of five hundred dollars per annum, to be paid monthly, to 
commence the 23 day of April last, in compliance with the 
resolution of that day, including what he may have received 
in consequence thereof; the said allowance to continue so 
long as the same may be necessary for his support, not 
exceeding one year.' 

1 Thu motion, in the writing of Dkvid Runn;, ia in th« Pajten of the ContinttUal 
Confrtu, No. S6, 1, folio 371. 

* This report, in the writdng of Abrahun Ckrk, is in the Paptrt of tA« Omtwwntal 
Omgrtu, No. 36, 1, folio 373. 

* Thi5 motion, in tlie writing of Abnhftm Cluk, ia in the Paptri o/&$ Ooittintnlal 
Qmgrm, No. 36, 1, foUo 307. 
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On tho goport of a oommittoo ooH e i fl tin g " of lit. [ S oan 
a e l j O a good, Mr. [John] Btttfodge -a ad Mp. [Jnmoaj - Mod 
ifl on, appointed to oonfor with ^o ogont of Mm f ino 
_ On motion of Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, seconded by Mr. [Hugh] 
WiUiamson,' 

^Whereas the Magnifiquel a 74 gun ship belon^^ to the 
fleet of his :Mo8t Cluistian Majesty, commanded by the 
Marqius de Vaudrenil, has been lately lost by accident in the 
harbor' of Boston, and Congress are desirous of testifyii^ on 
this occasion to Iiia Majesty, the sense they entertain of his 
generous exertions in behalf of tlie United States: 

ReKtlved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby, 
instructed to present the America, a 74 gun ship, in the name 
of the United States, to the Chevalier de la Luzerne, for the 
service of his Most Christian Majesty.* 

The Committee of the Week [Mr. John Taylor Oilman, "He. 
Abraham Clark, Mr. Benjamia Himtington], having considered the 
memorial of John Banks, a Conductor of Military Stores, in vhich he 
requeats that compensation maj be made him for the depreciation of 
the currency, Report 

Hiat the memorial lie on the table until some general order is 
tftt rw respecting officers in similar circumstances.' 

'Hie Committee [M' Thomas McKean, M' David Ramsay, M' Ben- 
jamin Huntington, M' Jonathan Jackson, M' Edward Telfair] to 
vhom the letter from the Supointendant of Finance dated the 2^ 
August was referred do now report, 

Tliat the third Class of the United States Lottery was drawn on 
the 29*^ day of April 1780; that the fortunate adventurers at that 
time renewed thdr tickets in the fourth class, and the remaining 
tickets, whidi were sold, were chiefly purchased before the mondi of 
July following, that the depreciation of the paper bills of credit 
emitted by Congress continued nearly the same from the 18^ March, 

I TUs motum, in the writing of Junes Mkdiaon, ia in tha Paptri of Hit Contbuntal 
Oongrai, No. 28, Iblio 23S. 

■ This mport, in the writing of Jdim Taj-lot Oilman, is in the Papen qf Am Contt- 
tuntat Ccmgrtn, No. 32, folio 391. The indonement (tatea that It wm paaed on thli 
da;. ThemeEaarIaI,datadWertPoint,Augiutl3, 1782,(rfJohuB«akB, iilnNo. 42, 
I, folio 290. 
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1780, until the 1*^ day of July f(^wing, and was about forty for one 
compared with gold and silver. Your Committee are of opnion, if 
there should be any mistake with r^;ard to the true depreciation, it 
ought to be in favor of the adveaturers, who paid specie for their 
tickets in the first class, and nearly the same in the second class, and 
cNoly received the depreciated cuireacy for their prizes. Hiey further 
report, that there are 26,000 prizes drawn in the fourth Glass of 60 
dollars each, which must be forthwith paid, except about 10,000 of 
them, which were drawn by the United States. Whereupon the 
Ckimmittee have agreed to propose the following resolutions, to wit: 

That all the prizes drawn in the fourth Class of the United States 
Lottery be reduced to specie, by allowing one dollar for every forty 
drawn as jnize, and that the respective tioan oflicers issue certificates 
for all prizes above fifty dollars in the names of the fortunate adven- 
turers for the money by them respectively drawn, payable, with the 
annual interest of six per centum, at the expiration of five years from 
thesixthdayof April last (being the last day of drawing the said class) 
at the Loan office of the State where the said adventurers respectively 
reside; that the said certificates be provided, under the direction <^ 
the Treasurer of the United States, and signed by him, and counter- 
signed by the Loan officer, who diaXl issue them; that the interest 
thereon shall be pud annually at the said respective Loan offices ; and 
that all prizes of fifty dollars shall be pud to the bearers of the tickets 
drawing such prize, by the Oommissioners of the Loan offices where 
they respectively reside, upon application made and without any 
deduction. Hiat the Superintendant of finance provide twenty 
thousand doUara, and cause the same to be deposited in the Loan 
offices of the respective States in such proportions as he shall think 
proper, for the discharging the prizes last mentioned.* 

' This nport, in the wridng of Iboinu McKean, is in the Papen t^tka Con^nmtal 
Oongr€M, No. 137, II, folio 67. According to the indonmoit. It wu delivered m tbii 
day, and read; and on November 1 it wu referred to the Superintendent of Finuice. 

On thia day, u the Indusement indicate*, wm read a letter from QenermI Wuh- 
faigton. dated Anput 28. It wm referred to Mr. [Theodorick] Blud, Ur. (Jame4 
Dnane, lb. [Xwkiel} CaraeD. Xt it tn No. 152, Z, folio 747. 
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WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 4, 1783 

On the report of a grand committee, consisting of a member 
£rom each State: 

The grand Conmiittee report 

lliat it is l^eir opinion that the weatem lands if ceded to the 
U. S. mi^t contribute towards a fund for paying the debts of theee 
States. 

Retolved, That one million two hundred thousand dollars 
be quotaed on the states, as absolutely and immediately 
necessary for payment of the interest of the public debt; and 
that it be recommended to the l^slatures of the respective 
states, to lay such taxes as shall appear to them most prop^ 
and effectual for immediately raising their quotas of the above 
sum. 

That the 8 t atee b e informod that theif pimetna i l -e onipIi a De e with 

t his roqni fl ition is a o ab e olutely noow s ftry that bho ' S n pef in teadart-ef 

Fin a nec will be direol - od to dr a w bill e upon th e trommroF - of c a eh 

S tatO ' tO ' the a mount of thoif quot a to b e pro s ontod for 

■ Oi« t t< ftoe^tnne »<t mon t hs payab l»at montha ou t ol 

the -ta ic B - that - m a y be eolloe te d for this purpo e e a nd 

that the - e re ditopo of th e U» fi totoo -w ho ■ r es ide - in o a oh S t a te s hall in 

p fe fe w Mio e- t e- o t heF S feaei¥o t bobill fr up e n t he tre as urer of that S t a te 

fle' faP 'as th e- d e m a nd -a nd - qn eta a b a ll eor r e e poDd r 

That it be recommended to the seTeral States to impose a land tax <rf 
one dollar for every 100 acres of land, a poll tax of half a dollar on all 
free males between 16 and 21 years of age, except such as are in the 
Federal army or such as are by wounds or otherwise unfit for service, 
a dollar on all free males between 21 and 60 except as aforesaid, and 
half a dollar on all male slaves between 16 and 60 years of age; also 
an exdse of one eighth part of a dollar per gallon on all distilled 
spirituous liquors, and to appropriate the money to arise therefrom 
to tile payment of the debts of tbe United States.* 

Resolved, That the money so nused in each State shall be 
applied towards paying the interest due on certificates issued 

> This report, in the wddng of lohn Butledge, ia in the Papvi of Ae Ctmtmmbd 
Oonfnm, No. 26, foUoa SS3 uid tM. A copr by Chftrles Thomaoa u on folio 355, 
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from f^e loan-office of such State, and other liquidated debts 
of the United States contracted therein, before any part 
thereof shall be paid into the public treasury. 

Ordered, That the foregoing resolutions be referred to the 
grand committee to assess and report the quota of each State. 

Reeohed, That it be earnestly reoommended to the several atatea to 
impoee and levy a duty of 6 per cent, ad valorem, at the time and 
place of importation, on all goods, waree and merchandize of foreign 
groTth and manufacture, which mfqr be imported into the said 
States respectively, except goods of Uie U. S. or any of them; and 
a like duty on all prizes and prize goods condemned in the Court of 
Admiralty of such States; that the money arising from such duties 
be paid into the Continental Treasury, to be appropriated and ap- 
plied to payment of the interest and sinking the principal of the 
money vhich the U. S. have borroved in Europe, and of what they 
may borrow, for disdiarging tba arrears due to the Army, and for 
the future support of the war, and to no other use or purpose t^i- 
soever. That the said duties continue for 25 yeais, unless the debts 
abovementioned shall be discharged in the mean time. In iriiich 
case they shall cease and determine. Tliat the money arising from 
the said duties and paid, by any State, into the Continental Treasury 
be passed to the credit of such State, on account of its quota of the 
debt of the United States.* 

[Motion: That the Several States pass laws for levying Taxes] 

That it be also recommended to the Legialatures of the Several 
States, as a measure absolutely necessary for eatablishiog public 
Oedit, to Enact Laws for Levying a Tax of dollars in specie or 
other money Equivalent, to be paid into the Tre a oopy - ef t h e- Uci te d 
jBtates Continental Treasury and apphed solely to ^e payment of 
the Principal and Interest of money Loaned or which may be Loaned 
by the United States and other public debts; and by said Laws con- 
tinue such Taxes as a permanent fund for the above purposes, in 

' Thie raaoladon, in lite wridiig erf John BuUadge, is in the jPapav o/ Me Otmtmmlol 
Cangreu, No. 36, II, folio 101. It ia audited. The foUoving und&ted motion, in 
the writing of Nitthuiiel Goiham, is on lolio 103 and »ppeua to belong to this period: 

Y eio A t ha i eea p eai wi ll e g t fna e y Retolved, Tb&teach Tuesda7U)d Thundayin 
every week be tmgaad for the consideration of the finuicea of the United States and 
for devising meuis for the restoration of pablick credit until Congress come to some 
determination thereon. 
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aid to the dnties and imposta before recommended imtill the princi- 
pal and interest of all public debta are fully paid and dischai^Ml. 

That the said sum of dollars to be raised annually for the 
above purposes be Ijevied in the several States in the proportions 
following •vvt,\ 

Xew HampEJiire 

Massachusetts*. 



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1783 

lAx. J[o6eph] Jones, a delegate for Yirginia, attended, and 
took his seat. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [John Taylor] Oilman, 
Mr. p!)avid] Ramsay, Mr. [Silas] Condict, Mr. [Thomas] 
Smith, and Hb. [Eliphalet] Dyer, appointed pursuant to the 
resolution of the 17 June, 1782, to enquire fully into the 
department of the Post Office, and to repwt the result of their 
enquiries, report as follows: 

"That Mr. Hazard has held the office of Poefmaster 
General for six months previous to the first day of August 
last, in which time he has received eight hundred dollars by 
order of the Superintendant of finance to defray extraor^ 
dinary expences of printing Post Office books, procuring 
portmanteaus, &c. which he found to be wanting when be 
came into office. That he has drawn out his accounts 
quarterly and informs that the one ending the first day of 
May last was delivered to the Comptroller of Accounts on 
the second day of that month, and as he understands has been 
passed upon and is now lodged with the Register; that as 
the printing was not finished there remained a balance upon 
that account due to the United States, which Mr. Hazard has 
transferred to their credit in his account ending the first day 
of August last. That upon examining this account the 
committee find that a balance appears to be due to the United 

I This motion, undAtad, in the wiidng of Abraham ClaA, ia in the PaperM of lh« 
OMtincnliiJ drnfrcN, No. 3«, IV, folio 355. 
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States upon the traDsactions of the last six months, of 202^ 
dollars, which the Postmaster General thmks will remain 
after defraying all the charges of the Department, exclusive 
of the extraordinary expences of printing Post Office books, 
&c. «nce his appointment, including the officers' salaries, 
but as several of his deputies' accounts have not yet come in, 
this cannot be exactly ascertained; that there is a further 
sum of 194^ continental paper dollars of the old emisaons 
and 44 dollani emitted pursuant to the resolution of March 18, 
1780, in the hands of the Postmaster General, which he has 
received for balances due upon accounts prior to his appoint- 
ment." The committee farther report that "from the 
information, given them by Mr. Hazard it appears that he 
has reduced the expence of post-riding so as to save at the 
rate of three hundred and fifty pounds Pensylvania currency 
per annum; and ttiat he has directed the establishment of 
posts from Petersburgh in Vii^inia to Edenton in North 
Carolina upon a plan which will prevent any expence to the 
United States for those posts at least for one year, and he 
expects soon to set posts a goii^ from thence to Newbem 
upon a similar plan."* 

The Committee [Mr. Daniel Carroll, Mr. John Witherepoon and 
Mr. James Duane] appointed to confer with the Committees of the 
Supreme Executive and the General Assembly of the State of Fenn- 
^Ivaoia, Report, 

That your Committee on the said confeirence were informed that 
the British and savages have lately made frequent irruptions on the 
frontiers of Pennsylvama, and committed most barbarous murders, 
and other outrages on the inhabitants and their property, and that to 
prevent further desolation it is necessary that active and vigorous 
measures for checking and chastising the Enemy be formed without 
loea of time. And that they have for this purpose sent a deputation 
of their own body to confer with the Commander in Chief. That 
there are a number of recruits for the battalions of the said State in 

' A copyof thisreport lain the Papeno/iAe ConftntntalOjn^eM, Reports of Commit- 
teea, No. 188, folio 2. The raport, in the writing of Jolm Taylor Qilnuui, u in No. ei, 
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the Continental fines under orders to join the Southern army. Hat 
the joint Committees submitted to your Committee whether under 
the prospect of a speedy evacuation of Charles Town, it would be 
essential to the pubKc service to march the said recruits to the south- 
ward especially as they might be advantageously and immediately 
employed to oppose the operations of the savages. Lastly they 
represented that if it should be conceived by the Commander in Chief 
that the said recruits might be employed more advantageously on 
tile service before mentioned, and that it would be inexpedient to 
march them to the southward at this junctore, he is nevertheless 
restrained from ezercisii:^ his discretion by the acts of Congress of tiie 
20"* Feb', and 19* March 1781, and they therefore further submitted 
it whetiier Congress under these circumstances would not think it 
advisable to repeal the said resolution, that the Commander in Chief 
mi^t be at liberty to employ the said recruits in such manner as ho 
should thinlE most conducive to the public good. 

Whereupon your Committee submit the following resolve — 

Res^ved, lliat the Commander in Chief be authorised to employ 
the said recruits in each, manner as he shall judge to be most con- 
ducive to the public service.* 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Smith, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel John] Atlee, 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be authorised to 
employ that part of the Fensylvania line now in that State, 
in such manner as he shall judge most conducive to the 
public good, the resolutions of the 20 February and 19 March, 
1781, notwithstanding." 

On motion of Mr. [John] Rutledge, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Witherapoon, 

Ordered, That copies of the estimates of the domestic debt 
of the United States, laid before Congress by the Super- 
intendant of finance, and an extract of his letter on that 
subject, be transmitted to the several states with the requisi- 
tion of yesterday. 

' Ti^ report, in the writing of Daolel Cairoll, ii in the Papen of the Qmlmtntal Con- 
gnu, No. 20, II, folio 139. According to the indonement, it wu deliTer«d Septem- 
ber 8, aod "Thursday nftxt aaigned." 

* This motioii, in the writing of Thomu Smith, is in the Paptn o/ A* Contktmtal 
OoTtfrtu, No. 80, 1, folio 869. 
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The order of the day being called for, to take into tiirther 
consideration the report of the grand committee, and the 
following proposition, part of the report, being under 
debate viz. 

"That it ifl their opinion that the weetem lands, if ceded 
to the United States, might contribute towards a fimd for 
paying the debt of these states." 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to add, "and therefore resolved, that 
Congress do accept the cession of territory made to them, 
by the State of ^rginia, by their act bearing date 2 January, 
1781, by the State of New York on the 1 March, 1781, and 
by the State of Connecticut in October, 1780, with the con- 
ditions therein named." 

Hus amraidment being objected to aa out of order, and 
the debate turning on a question of order: 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by 
Mr. [Thomas] McKean, that the farther coDsideration of 
the report of the grand committee be postponed till to- 
morrow, to make way for the report of a committee on a 
letter from General Washington. 

And on the question for postponing, the yeas and nays 
bang required by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, 



Nm Sampthin, 




NmJme), 




Mr. Oilman, 


•yl* 


Mr.Cl»rk, 


ay 


HiuatKhtuetta 




Condict, 


•7 


Hi.Osgoodi 


•7)' 


Wltherspoon, 


"J 


Rhode Itirnd, 








Mr. Cornell, 


Z}-^- 


Mr. Montgomety, 


«y 


Howell, 


Smiih, 


»y 






aymer. 


»y 


Mr. Huntin^n, 


Z}^- 


Atlee, 


»y 


Dyer, 


Ddaaare, 




NmYori, 




Mr. McEean, 


-} 


Mr.Diune, 


ZW 


WlMtOO, 


L'Hommedieu, 
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Uar^aid, 




5ouiA Otro^tflo, 




Ur. Huuon, 


«y 


Mr. RuUedge, 


ay 




CUTOU, 


.7 «y 


Ramsay, 


ay 




Wright, 


•y 


Izard, 


ay 


■»y 


F-tiymie, 




Oerrais, 


ay 




Mr. Bland, 


nol 

00}- 


Middleton, 


no 




Loe, 


Georgia, 




North anmaa. 




Mr. Telfair, 


ay I 


Mr. WiUiamBOD, 


*yi . 


Jonea, 


fty ay 


Blooat, 


ayh^ 


Few, 


»y 





So it was resolved in tlie affirmative. 

The report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Theodorick] 
Bland, Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, to 
whom was referred a letter of the 26 of August, from the 
Secretary at War, and also a letter from General Washington, 
relative to a cartel, was taken into consideration and some 
pr(^resB made therein.' 

FRIDAY, SBPTBHBBR 6, 1783 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee relative to a cartel; and after debate, the farther 
con«deration thereof was postponed till Monday next. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
grand committee, and the following paragraph being read: 

That it is their opinion that the western lands, if ceded 
to tile United Stat^, might contribute towards a fund for 
paying the debts of these states. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Rutledge, seconded by 
Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to amend it, by inserting after "United 
States," the following words, " by the several states to which 
they belong." 

I Ths Secretary tt Wu'a letter ia in the Poper« of At CvnUnetaai Congnu, Ho. Itf, 
I, folio «11. 

On Qua dftf, according to th« indonemant, was preMnted a petition, dated Fbilft- 
d«lphift, September 5, 17S2, of aundry workmen at the miuket laboratory in the Depart- 
nwnt of the Commlasary General o( Uilitary Stwea. It ia in No. 42, IV, folio 200. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer, seconded 1^ 
Mr. [Thomas] McKean, to amend the amendment, by etziking 
out the words " to which they belong," aiid in lieu thereof, 
inserting " claiming the same." 

A motion was then made by Mr. [John] Witberspoon, 
seconded by Mr. [David] Howell, to postpone the considera- 
tion of the paragraph with the amendments, and to take 
into consideration the following set of resolutions: 

That if the several states claiming the exeluave property 
of the western lands, would make cesdons of them to the 
United States, agreeably to the recommendation of Con- 
gress of the 6 September and the resolution of the 10 of 
October, 1780, it would be an important fund for the dia- 
chai^e of the national debt: 

That, therefore, it be recommended to those states which 
have made no cesdons, as soon as possible to take the above 
recommendation into consideration and determine thereon: 

That it be recommended to those states which have made 
cessions not entirely agreeable to the above recommendation 
to reconsider them, and send the result to the United States 
in Congress assembled: 

That in case of a compliance with the above recom- 
mendation, no cJtof ation ahoJl bo mode in tibo determinations 
of the particular states relating to private property of lands 
within those cessions, shall be reversed or altered without 
their consent, unless in such cases as the 9th Article of the 
Confederation shall render it necessary. 

On the question to agree to this last motion, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [John] Rutledge, 

New Hampslnre, 

Mr. Oilman, ay } * 

liasaaelMaetts, 

Mr. Osgood, ay i 

JaokBon, &y 1 ° 



BkodeleUmd, 




Mr. ComoU, 


•71 


HoweU, 


.y)*" 


OomucHeut, 




Mr. HuDtmgton, 


l> 


Dyer, 
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s 


eptem& 


er, i7«« 




Nod Tort, 




7if?in«o, 




Mr. Duane, 


Zh 


Mr. Madison, 


*y 


L'Honunedieu, 


Bland, 


no 


New Jeney, 




Lee, 


no 


Mr. Clark, 


no 


North Carolina, 




Condict, 


no no 


Mr. WUUaniBOn, 


no 


Witherspoon, 


«y 


Blount, 


«y 






So«a OaroUna, 




Mr. Montgomeiy, 


.7 




Mr. Eatledge, 


no 


Smith, 


«y 


»y 


Ramsay, 


ay 


Clymer, 


«y 


Ijard, 


»y 


Atlee, 


«7 




Gorvaia, 


no 


DOaaare, 




Middloton, 


no 


Mr. McKoan, 


•^l.v 


Qetyrffia, 




Wharton, 


ayl'y 


Mr. Jonea, 


no 


Mar^and, 




Few, 


no 


Mr. Hanson, 


•y 






Cam>n, 


«y «y 






Wright, 


«y 









So it was resolved in the afSrmative. 
The resolutions being then read: on motion of Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark, seconded by 
Ordered, That they be refen^d to a committee of five.' 

MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 9, 1782 

The committee, consistmg of Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, 
Mr. [Abraham] Clark, and Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer, appointed 
to confer with the Superintendant of finance, relative to the 
drawing bills of exchange for the payment of interest, report, 

'AccovUng to Papen of liu Continents Congntt, Comioittee Book No. 186, the 
twolntiatu won refeiied to Ur. (John] Withenpoon, Ur. [James] MadiMn, Mr. [Jobn] 
Rntledge, Ur. [Susnel] dgood and Ur. [Joeeph] Uontgomerf . 

On this Aay, accoidiog to the mdorBement, wu read a letter of the same data Erom 
tho Secretary at War. It wu "Referred to Ur. [Theodorick] Bland, Ur. [Ez«kiel] 
Ccsnell, Ur. [Joseph] Uontgomery, together with tJl Ihe papers relative to promotioiia 
irtiicb on the 25 June and at enond^ times since were referred to a committee of 5, which 
ia discharged from wo much of the buaineas referred to them." It is in the Paptn 0/ 
Of CoHtituntat Congrtn, No. 149, 1, foUo 671. 

Another letter of thia date from the Secretary at War was alao read on this day. 
It idated to the emi^oyment of tioope in the soutiiem department, and was referred, 
m dw indotaement ehowa, to Ur. [John] Butledge, iii. [Tbeodorickl Bland, Mr. 
ff<mapb1 Utmtgomery Ur. [Aloahaml Clark and Ur. [Eiekiel] Coinell. It ia in No. 
141, 1, folio 620. 8Mpi»t,8ept«anb(ff«. 
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By the United States in Congress assembled, Sept. 9, 17S2. 

Ordered, That M' [Joseph] Montgomery, M' [Abraham] CUrk and 
M' [Eliphalet] Dyer be a committee to confer with the Superintendaut 
of Finance relative to the drawing bills for interest due tomorrow 
and report immediately. 

Cha.8. Thomson Seey.^ 

The CoDunittee ■a ppoiated - to ■ oonf e F- ^f irii -t b »-S npoyintendflnt of 
Fin a no B ) bog Ic a yc to Fop e rt - tba t - t hey - b ay e - e w ifeiTed with the » id 



Therefore reaoTved, That the Superintendant of Finance be directed 
immedi a to l y ~ to -e end-off"<Hqtfo aB »- tO '- tb& - digeHM> t -loon offloer s a d 
Tiaioy -t b e in to stop the drawing any more bills, for the interest 
due upon Loan office certificates on France, and that each Loan 
officer remit to the Superintendant of Finance all such bills as may 
be now upon hand.* A nd t hat the S npopiDtondftn t-e f - FHian e o take 
mro nnr rm f n r i n rn i i n ^; hill n f n r pnjmt n n f th r Tnti n r rn t r n m ninin^' riiio 
op -te ■ ^ e 4 &t h of M a wh la at . 

That b y-l ettef f huh Dfi Fjonhl in of the it appears there are no 

funds in Europe for payment of Bills drawn for interest due on Loan 
office certificates since the 1*' of March last and that if any such ftFo 

That there are no Bills of Exchange in the offices of any of the 
States except those provided for the payment of interest due up to 
the 1" of March last: that should any be issued from the offices at 
this time for interest due since that time it must be to the injury of 
those claimants for whose benefit they were intended. Thftt s ine e 
forw a rding biH fl fo p- in tei' C Bfc d B o t be - lO t h of M a rch the mode of dt a w 
ing 'fla eb - bill s- b a th - b ee n cb a D g edi - boiog - Bow - dp a wB - oa - MPfLeGF a ndo 
wbo FeaB tb e- f e wnor woto d fa wn e n D f . - F fa a fcliar 

That by letter from Dp^ Fron kliH the Minister of France to the 
Sup' of the day of last it appears there are no funds 

in Europe for payment of Bills drawn for interest due on Loan office 
certificates since the I*' day of March last and th a t s b e ulA a ny s uch 
be - drawn - fcho ee who di a w them must - ppoT«ie - f «p- th e' p a ym eHt-^ 



> This <KClcr is in tbe writiDg of Charles Thoauon. 

* Up to tbia point the report ia in the writiiig of Jowpb Montgomery, the rect ot the 
report being in the writing of Abrkham Chrk. 

* This <»der and report in in the Paptn o/ th* Contmmiat Congrut, No. 2Q, foUoi 
34&, 347 and aiS. 
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"That there are no funds in Europe for the payment of 
bills for interest due on loan-ofSce certificates since the first 
day of March last; that there are no bills of exchange in the 
loan office of any of the states, except those provided for the 
payment of interest due up to the first of March last; and 
that should any be issued from the offices at this time, for 
interest due once that time, it must be to the injury of those 
claimants for whose benefit they were intended;" Who^ 
upon, 

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance be, and he is 
hereby directed to give immediate orda^ to the commia- 
uoners of the loan offices in the several stat^, to issue no 
bills of exchange for the interest which hath or may hereafter 
become due on loan-office certificates since the first day of 
March last. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee, on the report of the Secretary at War of the 26 
of August, and the letter of the 2S of the same month &om 
the Commander in Chief; the report of the committee being 
as follows : 

The Conmiittee consisting of M' [Theodorick] Bland, M^ [James] 
Duftne, and M** [Ezekiel] Cornell, to whom were referred the Report 
of the Secretary at War of the 26"' of August, and the letter of the 
Commander in Chief of the 28"*, Submit the following Report: 

"That your committee have carefiilly revised the report of 
the commissioners authorised by the Ck>mmander in Chief in 
pursuance of the act of Congress of the 18th day of February 
last, to treat with the commissioners of Sir Heniy Clinton and 
Admiral Digby, then commanding the British limd and naval 
forces at New York, upon a general cartel for subsisting, 
safe-keeping, exchanging and better treatii^ all land and 
naval prisoners of war: 

"That in the opinion of your committee, the proportions 
and claims on the part of the United States in t^e course of 
the said n^otiation, were foimded in equity and justified 
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on prindples obviously dictated by the drcuiUBtances of 
the war: 

"That there is too much reaeon to ascribe the inefficacy of 
the convention, to the predetermination of Sir Henry Clinton 
to reg^ his captive soldiers, without r^ard to the enormous 
debt which had accrued and is daily increasing for their 
subostance: 

''That contending with an en^ny B ttp < »te> - ip rioho B ond 
nftTol otrongfth taut dobilitotod by the loao el t he apmio e 
wMoh thoy ocumot offootunlly foplooo whose chief confidence 
is placed in her riches and naval strength, and who is now 
disabled by the loss of a vetoan army which cannot easily 
be replaced, the o&era of the British general and admiral of 
a pecuniary composition for the lai^ balance of prisoners 
of war, and of an exchange of a eaSlat for a soldier, were 
equally inadmisrable; since a cartel acceded to on such 
grounds would render our victories fruitless, prolong the 
calamities of war, discourage the ardor of our troops, and 

tho faiioot proopoot of ooto r bli a hin g on a peHnanont bnois, 
our national safety : 

"That the attempts of the British commanders to enflame 
the minds of the marine prisoners in their power, and detach 
them from their allegiance, because an exchange on terms 
so detrimental to the public safety could not be adopted, 
appear to your committee to be insidious and dishonorable." 

'V^^tb respect to the information contained in the extract 
of Sir Guy Carleton and Adnural Digby's letter of the 2 
August, rrferred to your committee, " that after Mr. Laurens 
was dischai^ed, he declared that be con^dered Lord Com- 
wailis as freed from his parole;" your committee conceive it 
su£Bcient to observe, that no intimation having been received 
of such a fact except from the said extract, and Coi^ress 
having given no directions to that purpose, the considsation 
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thereof would, in their opinion, be premature, and ought 
therefore to be deferred: 

"That in the opinion of your committee, thofo oo i n bo 
no objootion to S g€ky<3ojloton'a pjopoaol th at chap- 
lains, smi^eonB or hospital officers who shall be captured in 
future, may not be considered as prisoners of war; but that 
the condition ofifered by Sir Guy Carleton to reconcile the 
unequ^ proposition of exchanging sailors for soldiers, 
namely, "that the former shall be at liberty to serve the 
moment they are released, but the latter shall not sorve in 
nor against the United States for one year," is by no means 
satisfactory; for not to urge that the captive seamen are in 
general private citizens employed in the pursuit of commerce, 
and not as the proposition implies, attached to any public 
service: the facility with which British soldiers might be 
exchanged for the West India garrisons, and the injury our 
ally might sustain by their operating against his possesions, 
are sufficient reasons to disprove the equity of the condition: 

"Your committee beg leave to add, that in their opinion 
the commission to be given on the part of the British com- 
manders in chief, of the land as well as naval forces, for con- 
cluding a general cartel in pursuance of the late act of Con- 
gress, ought to express that it is derived from or founded 
upon the ultimate authority of the king of Great Britain, 
so that if a cartel should be established, it may not be con- 
sidered as the imauthoritative act of an individual, destitute 
of a binding force on the British nation, a construction which 
your committee have the greatest reason to believe was 
pven by the British mimstry to a former agreement for the 
exchange of prisoners when Sir William Howe commanded 
in America. Your committee are the rather induced to 
recommend this precaution, because it seems probable that 
engagements may be taken in the proposed negotiation for 
securing a part of the large balance which is due to the 
United States on accoimt of the subsistance of British pris- 

S7D8*— TOL 28— 1< T 
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oners. If this remark deserves attention, it is the opinion of 
your committee that the powers of the Commander in Chief, 
for treating of and establishing a general cartel for the exchange 
of prisoners, either by himself or commissionerB, should be 
granted by letters patent under the Seal of the United States: 

"Your committee cannot refrain from reminding Congress 
of the great weight of expence which is thrown upon the 
United States by the subsistance of so many thousand 
prisoners of war, for which the enemy constantly refuse to 
make a reasonable provision; and that in the opinion of 
your committee, the Commander in Chief ought to be in- 
structed to remonstrate against the inhimmnity and injus- 
tdce of this procedure, and to insist in the most pofomptory 
decided terms on reasonable satisfaction; and that if these, 
like former representations, should produce no effect, it will 
be high time to take measures, however disagreeable, for 
diminishing om oapon ee a burden which is become intoler- 
able." Whereupon, 

B^^lved, That Congress approve the preceding report, and 
that it shall serve as an instruction to the Commander in 
Chief in executing the commission for authorimng a general 
cartel for the exchange of prisoners of war, &c.' 

'TluBreport,in the wrildiiKof JameaDuaDfl, ia in the Pap«r*({^tA« ConimeaUd Con- 
gnu, No. 28, folios 97 and !(»—>. 

The following Snt draft of the leport, undated, is in the writdsg of James Dnane, 
except the part in bncketB, which is in tlie writing of Eiekiel Cornell. It is in No. 28, 
tolioe 101 and 103: 

The GommitWe conaisting of Ac, to iriiom was referred Ac. beg leave to Beport, 

Beiolvtd, That Ceagrtm approve of the proceedinga of the Comminioneis authoriaed 
by the Commander in Chief to beat with CommiosioneiB appoined by Sir Henry 
(Sinton, Hia Britannick Majesty'g late commander in chief at New York as stAted in 

Oieir report dated the day of tzanomittod to Congreas and registered [ii^ 

the Secretary's office. 

That your Committee have carefully revised and maturely conaideced the Heport 
ot the CommiBBionerB authtvised by General Washington in punuance of the act of 
C<mgFees of the to treat with CommiseioneiB appointed by Sir Heory Clinhm 

the late British conunander in chief at New Ywk upon a cartel for the snbmating sate 
keeping and better treating all land and naval prisonen of war. 

That in the opinion of your Committee the propositions and demands on the part 
of the TJaited States in the comae of the said a^otiation were founded in moderation 
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On the report of a committee, consiBting of Mr. [John] 
Rutlet^, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Joseph] Moul^omery, 
Mr. [Abraham] Clark and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, to whom was 
referred a letter of the 6th, from the Secretary at Ww, 

Iwtice uid homanity and that th« close of the said mieeioii without ptodndng the 
benevolent &nd deeirsble purposea for which it waa intended can only be ascribod 
to the predetennination of Sir Henry Clinton to regain hie captive soldieis, not only 
without r^ard to the vast debt which baa accrued and ia atill accruing tor their eub- 
sistaice, but on terms and comp«dtionB founded neither in reciprocity nor equality. 
Your Committee therefore conceive that the propositions and demands so inaiated 
OD in bdialf of the United States cannot be opposed without injustice nor relinquished 
without loss and diahtmor, and that they therefore ou^t to form a basis for a future 
negotiation. 

That your Conimittee are also of opinion that the Commiasiona to be given on the 
part of the British Commander in Chief of the land as well as naval forces, ought to 
eapreea that it is founded on the ultimate authority of the King of Great Britain. So 
that the n ege tiati e n cartel may not be considered as the ^wrte unauthoritatiTe act 
of an individual destitute of a binding bwce obligatory on the Britiah nation, a con- 
struction which your Committee haa great reaaon to b^ve woa given by the BiitiA 
Uinistry to a former agreement for the exchange of piiaoneoB irtiile Sir Wm. Howe 
conunanded in America. 

Your Committee are the rath^ induced to recommraid thia precaution because it 
aeems probable that engagements may be taken, in the proposed negotiation for the 
securing of part of the large balance due to the United States on account of the sub- 
ristence of British priBonera. 

But that the condition proposed by him to reconcile the unequal proposition of 
exchanging a sailor for a soldier, namely, that the British soldien should be at 
liberty to serve the moment they are exchanged, that the American sailors should be 
at liberty to serve the moment they are exchanged, aikd that the soldiers to be 
received by the British ahall not serve in nor a^dnst the United States for one year, 
js by no means eatiaiactoTy; ngt to ui^ that in general the captive women are 
attadted to commercial pursuits and in no public service, ^le fiuulity with whidi 
tboae soldiers might be exchanged for the Weet India Ganisona, and the injuries our 
AUy might sustain by their operating againat hia PossessiDns, are sufficient reasons 
to disprove the Equity of the Condition. 

Propos. by our late Commias. for a Cartel. 

1. Citisens to be liberated and accounted for aa private aoldicn. 

2. Cbaplaina to be given up without exch. 

3. Officera of the navy for land officeis. 

[4. Our Comminioners decline exchanging soldiers ba seamen, also a pecuniary 
latisfaction for soldiers. 
6. We offered to take £200,000 Sterling in full untU the last day of April last. 

6. The enemy claim a balance. 

7. It appeared to otir Coromissioners that the object of the enemy was only to obtain 
their captive prisoners without any regard to other objects. 

8. Hie Oeneni is of opinion that giving of seamen for soldien la inadmiadble.] 
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together with an extract of a letter of Ist, from the Com- 
mands in Chief: 

Resolved, That Congress approve of the Maryland recruits 
now in that State and Armand'e horse, joining the xaain 
army. 

Resolved, That Major General Greene remfun in the southern 
department with the rest of the troops under his command, 
until further orders &om the Commander in Chief; and that 
copies of this resolve be transmitted to the Commander in 
Chief and to Major General Greene. 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be informed, that 
it is represented to Congress, to be indispensably necessary 
to keep a regular force in that department; that he be di- 
rected to make the necessary enquiry into the circimistfuices 
of the southern states, and to employ such force therein as 
he may think proper; and that he db%ct Major General 
Greene, whilst in the southern department, to employ the 
troops under his command offensively or defensively, in such 
manner afi may be most conducive to the interest of the 
United States.* 

The Superinteiidfliit of Finance to whom was referred the resolve 
of the House of Delegates of Vir^ma of the Second of July Ust, begs 
leave to report — 

The following resolution. 

That the Conunisffloners appointed to settle the accounts of the 
several States agreeably to the Act of the twentieth of Februaiy 1782 
be and they are hereby directed to receive eo much of the old Conti- 
nental money as may be in the respective treasuHes, and to count, 
examine, and destroy the same. That they truismit to the Super- 
intendent of Finance accounts of the monies so destroyed. Thai 
such monies shall be credited to said States on their several quotas 
fixed by the reeolutions of the eighteenth of March 1 780 and where 
the amount shall exceed such quotas shall be credited to the States 

> This Kiport, in th« writing of Idm Rutledge, is in the Paptrt <4 tA< Cimtmenlal 
Omgnu, No. 27, folio 186. 
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respectirely as hard money at the rate of 40 for one on the accounts 
previous to the first day of January 1782.' 

Ordered, That a letter, of 26th August, from the Qovemor of Rhode 
Island, and a Kesolution of the Assembly of that State relative to 
the suggestion of Clarke and Nightingale being concerned in import- 
ing British goods be referred to the Agent of Marine.* 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER lo, 178a 

On the report of the Secretary at War, to whom waa referred 
a letter of 8, from Captain Games, relative to the recruiting 
the second partizan corps: 

Wab Offioii, Se-ptember 10^, 178S. 
Sib, 

On the letter from Captain Cames on the subject of recruiting the 
Second Partizan Corps, I beg leave to observe that when Congress 
on the 23^ October 1780 ordered two partizan Corps to he raised — 
They ordered that the Commander in Chief, direct a mode of com- 
pleting, recraitmg and supplying the said Corps. 

It is tiierefore necessary that the application for recruiting this 
Corps, which has been made to Congress should be to the Com- 
mander in Chief, for it is unknown to them what measures have 
been pursued by him, and what orders he may have issued on the 
subject, or wheUier he thinks, under the present appearance of things 
any are necessary. 

Should Congress be of this opinion, they will please to order the 
Secretary at War to forward to the Commander in Chief a Copy of 
Gffiieral Greene's letter on the subject, and direct the Secretai7 at 

■ThuraportiainthePaptnq/'tAfCanrinmtalOTfVf-cH.No. 137, 1,tolio745. Itwu 
pieaented and read this daj^, u the indoraement et&tea. See poft September 18. 

1 This order waa entered only in the journal kept by the Secretary of Congreoa for 
the Saperintfludent of Finance: Morrit Fapert, Conffrational ProetttHngi. 

On tliia day, according to the indorsement, a letter of September 8, from Patrick 
Games, Captain 2d Partizan Corps, waa read, and referred to the Secretary at War to 
report. ItieinthePaperso/tftf CoTiHneiUal Congntt, No. 78, VI, folio 143. 

Also, a letter of General Washington, dated Head Quartos, Verplaok'a Fotnt, Sep- 
tember 4. It is in No. 152, Z, folio 707. 

Also, another letter from him dated Head Quarters, September 5. It i> on folio 711. 

Also, a letter dated August 18 from Mqor General Graeae. It fa Id Ho. 165, II, 
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War to inform Captain Cames that his farther attendance on this 
busineee can be dispensed with.' 

Ordered, That the Secretaiy at War forward to the Com- 
mander in Chief a copy of Major General Greene's letter on 
the subject; and that he infonn Captain Cornea that hia 
farther attendance on this business can be dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mt. 
[Arthur] Lee,' 

Resolved, That the Secretary for Foreign Affairs be and he 
is hereby directed to obtain as speedily as possible authentic 
returns of the slaves and other property eft p ft blo of being 
identified which have been carried off or destroyed in the 
course of the war by the enemy, and to transmit the same to 
the ministers plenipotentiary for negociating a peace.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Turbett] Wright, 



■ Thifl report ia in the Paperi of ttit Continental Cangrut, No. 149, 1, folio 875. 

' M&dison'a motioii and the vote and leaolution following it, in regard to confiscated 
pcoperty, were also entered in the manuacript Secret Journal, Foreign Affun. The 
moHon and the reeolution vere also entered in Secret Journal, No. 4. 

* This resolution, in the writiiitc of James Madison, is in the Paptn ofAe Contintnial 
Omgrtu, No. 86, 1, folio 379. The vote ia indorsed on it. 



Sew SampsMre, 




New Jeraey, 


Mr. Gilman, 


no)* 


Mr. Clark, 






Condict, 


Mr.OBgiKKi, 


Z}- 


Wtherapoon, 


Jackson, 




EJuide bland, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


Mr. Cornell, 


S}^'- 


Smith, 


HoweU, 


Clymer, 


Oonnecticut, 




Atlee, 


Mr. Suntington, 


zw 


DdanDOire, 


Dyer, 


Mr. McKean, 


Sew York, 




Wharton, 


Mr. Dusne, 


llh^ 




L'Hommedieu, 
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Maryland, 




8<mlh OoTolvm, 




Mr. Hanson, 


no 


Mr. Rutledge, 


ay 




Carroll, 


no no 


Ramsay, 


ay 




Wright, 


no 


Izard, 
Gervais, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. J. Jonee, 


ay 




Middleton, 


ay 




MadJson, 


ay 


ay 


ffeorsrio, 




Bland, 


ay 


Mr. TeUair, 


ayl 


Lee, 


ay 




N.W.Jones, 


ay ay 


North Oarolim, 




Few, 


ay) 


Mr. VmUamson, 


ay 






Blount, 


ay 


a> 









So it was resolved in the aflSrmative. 

Resolved, That in the meantime the Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs inform the said ministers that gp ott t nnm bero many- 
thousand of slaves and en^ other property oo oifogoBoid to a 
very great amount have been carried o£E or destroyed by 
the enemy. 

That the a aid miniatof s bo in st paot e d in en ae any otipnl a tion a 
di e tild b « »omo UDftyoidnbl e- ia - o fc i ' Q a ty - of po a oo in f a vei " of a pc fl tita 
i pertj ooa fiseat od -ff kbin - the - United -S t a to a to eontond - i a 



t h e- mo fl t ' oaFnoatmaimorfeytt - FO Bt itutien to - thoeitiH e n e of t bo - tfta t e d 
S t a te s of Buoh e lnyos and o t bop - ppopor t y -aa a fopcflaid r no ohall a ppew 
tohayO ' boonplundoFod fpom thom - by the Enemy op - tbei ^o dhepoiriifli ' 

And that in the opinion of Congress the great loss of prop- 
perty which the citizens of the United States have sustained 
by Ute enemy will be considered by the several states as an 
insuperable bar to their making restitution or indemnifica- 
tion to the former owners of property which has been or may 
be forfeited to or confiscated by any of the states.' 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Smith, seconded by Mr. 
[Eliphalet] Dyer, 

^IlieMresohitionfl.iDtliewTitiiigof JamealikdiaoD, ania thaP(ip(r>i^A« Omli- 
iMntoI Congrtu, No. 36, 1, foHo S79. 

* Thu lesolutioa, in tbe writiiig of Jolm Rutledge, is in the Paptn o/tht ContmaUal 
Cmgrtit, No. 36, 1, folio 877. 



,y Google 



664 JoumoZs o^ Congress 

Resolved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby, 
directed to collect and lay before Congress, as soon as may 
be, authentic retmiiB of the seamen who have been captured 
and admitted to parole, or otherwise liberated, by private 
vessels of war, or letters of marque commissioned by Con- 
gress.' 

The grand committee, consistii^ of Mr. [John Taylor] 
Oilman, Mr. [Jonathan] Jackson, Mr. [David] Howell, Mr. 
[Eliphalet] Dyer, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [John] Wither- 
spoon, Mr. [George] Cljrmer, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. 
[Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, 
Mr. [John] Rutledge, and 'iSi. [Edward] Telfair, to whom 
were referred the resolutions of the 4th, in order to assess the 
quotas of the several states of the one million two hundred 
thousand dollars, required for the payment of the interest 
of the domestic debt, report. 

That the 1,200,000 dollars, to be ndsed for the payment of 
the interest of the domestic debt of the United States, be 
apportioned to the several states according to the following 
quotas, viz. 

New Hampshire 48, 000 Maryland 132, 000 

Maaeachusetta 192,000 Vi^ia 174,000 

Rhode Island 28,800 Korth Carolina.. 

Connecticut 133,200 South Carolina 72,000 

New York 54, 000 Geo^ia 14, 400 

New Jersey 66, 000 

Pennsylvania 180,000 

Delaware 16, 800 

A motion was made by Mr. [John Taylor] Oilman, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, that the quota of New Hamp- 
shire be reduced to 42,000. 

1 Thie motioD, in tlie wtitiiig of ThomM Smidi, is in tiie Papen of At Continmlal 
Congren, No. 36, 1, foKo 381. 

' This report, is the writuig of John Rutledge, ia in Uie Paper* of Om CmiiiimUil 
Omgrtu, No. 26, folio 349. 
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And on the question to agree to this amendment, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [John Taylor] Gihuan, 

N^D Hampshire, Maryland, 

Mr. GilmaQ, *y} * ^- Hanson, 

Matsachuaetts, Carroll, 

Mr. Osgood, ayi Wright, 

Jackson, ay j *^ Virginia, 

Ehode Idcmd, Mr. Madison, 

Mr. Cornell, ay i Bland, 

HoweU, ay}*y Lee, 

Comieeticid, North CatvUna, 

Mr. Huntington, *y 1 j ■ ^^- Williamson, 

Dyer, noj*^' Blount, 

New York, South CaroHna, 

Mr. Duane, no i Mr. Butledge, 

L'Honunedieu, no J "** Ramsay, 

New Jersey, Izard, 

Mr. Clark, no | Gerrais, 

Condict, . ay [ no Mlddleton, 

Witherspoon, no ) Oeorgia, 

Pennsylvania, Mr. Telfair, no 1 

Mr. Montgomery, no] Jones, no [ no 

Smith, no I Few, ay I 

Clymer, no 

Atlee, no J 
Dda/ware, 

Mr. M<£ean, noi 

■Wharton, noj"° 

So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. |Bamuel] Osgood, seconded 
by Mr. [Jonathan] Jackson, that the sum of 9000 dollars 
be taken from the quota of Massachufietts, and added to that 
of Virginia. 

And on the question to ^ree to this, the yeas and nays 
beii^ required by Mr. [Samuel] O^ood, 
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Nem Hampahire, 












Mr. Oilman, 


no 


* 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 








Carroll, 


no no 


Mr. Osgood, 


ay 




Wright, 


no 


Jackson, 


a7 


ay 


Vifymio, 




Rhode Island, 






Mr.Madiaon, 


no 


Mr. Cornell, 


no 




Bland, 


no no 


HoweU, 


no 


no 


Lee, 


no 


Oonnecticta, 






Norih Carolina, 




Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Mr. Williamson, 


nol 
no}"" 


Dyer, 


no 


no 


Blount, 


New YorJc, 






South Carolma, 




Mr. Duane, 


no 




Mr. Rutledge, 


no 




L'Hommedieu, 


no 


no 


Ramsay, 


no 




New Jersey, 






Txfod, 


no 


no 


Mr. Clark, 


no 




GerraJs, 


no 




Condict, 


DO 


no 


Middleton, 


no 




Witherapoon, 


no 




Georgia, 




Permeylvania, 






Mr. Telfair, 


no 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Jones, 


DO no 


Smith, 


no 




Few, 


ay 


Clymer, 


no 


nt> 






AUee, 


no 








Ddaware, 










Mr. McKean, 


no 








Wharton, 


no 


no 









So it passed in the negative. ■ 

A motion was made by Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, seconded by 
Mr. pavid] Howell, that 2800 be taken from the quota of 
Rhode Island and added to that of New Jersey. 

And on the quesUon to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, 



New Eampthire, 
Mr. Gilman, 

Maaaach/usetta, 

Mr. Osgood, 

JaokaoD, 



do}* 



Rhode Island, 
Mr. Cornell, 
Howell, 
Cormeetieut, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Dyer, 
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NemYmi, 




Virginia, 


Mr. Duane, 


noi 
no)°° 


Mr. Madison, 


L'Hommedieu, 


Bland, 


New Jersey, 




Lm, 


Mr. Clark, 


no" 




Condict, 


no no 


Mr. Williamaon 


Witherepoon, 


no 


Blount, 






Svuih Carolina, 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Mr. Butledge, 


Smith, 


no 




Ramaay, 


Clymer 


no 


no 


Izard, 


AUee, 


no 




Gerrais, 


Ddaware, 




Middleton, 


Mr. McKean, 


°**\T,n 


Georgia, 


Wharton. 


no)^^ 


Mr. Telfair, 


Maryland, 




Jones, 


Mr. Hanson, 


nol 


Few, 


CarroU, 


no} no 




Wright, 


no 
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So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer, seconded 
by Mr. [Benjanun] Huntmgton, that 33,200 dollars be taken 
from the quota of Connecticut. 

On which the yeas and nays being reqxiired by Mr. 
[Eliphalet] Dyer, 







New Jersey, 


Mr. Gilman, 


no}* 


Mr. Qark, 


MaaiaAiititU, 




Condict, 


Mr. Osgood, 


■"'l„„ 


Witherepoon, 


Jackson, 


no)""' 


Pennaylvama, 


Bhodt UUmd, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


lb. Cornell, 


Zh 


Smith, 


Howell, 


Qymer, 






Atlee, 


Mr. Huntington, 


'^l.v 




Dyer, 


.yr> 


Mr. McKean, 


SmYwk, 




Wharton, 


Mr. Duane, 


noi 




L'Hommedieu, 


no)"- 
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Marylamd, 




SmUKGarolma. 




Mr. Hanson, 


no 


Mr. Rutledge, 


no 


CaiToll, 


no no 


Ramsay, 


no 


Wright, 


no 


Izard, 


no no 


Virgiiaa, 




Gerraia, 


no 


Mr. Madison, 


no 


Middleton 


no 


Bland, 


no no 


Oeorgia, 




Lee, 


ay 


Mr. Telfair, 


no 


North Cardima, 




Jones, 


no no 


Mr. Vmiiamsoo, 


noi 


Few, 


no 


Blount, 


no)°° 







So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [D^el] Carroll, seconded 
by Mr. [Turbett] Wright, that 13,750 dollars be taken from 
the quota of Maryland and added to the quota of Connecti- 
cut. 

And the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, 



New Bampahife, 






Penngylvania, 






Mr. Oilman, 


no 


* 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no] 










Smith, 


no 




Mr. Osgood, 


no 




Clymer, 


no 


no 


Jackaon, 


no 


no 


Atlee, 


ay. 




fiAode lAmd, 






Dehware, 






Mr. ComeU, 


no 




Mr.MoEean, 


noi 




HoweU, 


no 


no 


Wharton, 


no 


no 


CoaneOicat, 












Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Mr. Hanson, 


•y 




Dyer, 


no 


no 


Carroll, 


•T 


ay 


ilfar York, 






Wright, 


»j 




Mr. Dnane, 


no 




V«vi«M, 






L'Hommedieu, 


no 


no 


Mr. Madison, 


no 




New Jersey, 






Bland, 


no 


no 


Mr. Clark, 


no 




Lee, 


no 




Condict, 


no 


no 


North Carolina, 






Witherspoon, 


no 




Mr. WiUiamson, 


noi 










Blount, 


no 


no 
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Souih Canlina, 




Georgia, 


Mr. Kutledge, 


no 


Mr. Jonee, 


Ramsay, 


no 


Few, 


Izard, 


no no 




GervBia, 


no 




Middleton, 


no 





So it passed in the negative.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Dtiane, seconded by 
Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu, that 9600 dollars be taken from 
the quota of New York. 

And the yeas and nays being required thereon by Mr. 
[James] Duane, 



New Hampthin, 




Drfowore, 




Mr. Gilnum, 


no}* 


Mi. McKean, 


noi 
no)"" 






Wharton, 


Ur. Osgood, 


noi 
„o}-» 


Uarifmd, 




Jackson, 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 


Shade Inland, 




CanroU, 


ay no 


Mr.Hoirell, 


noC 


Wright, 


no 


Oimntctieut, 




Vvrgwm, 




Mr. Huntjngton, 


no) 


Mr. Madison, 


"''U^ 


Dyer, 


ayr"- 


Leo, 


nor« 


New Yorlc, 




North Omlina, 




Mr. Duane, 


ayi 


Mr. Williamson, 


^°l«« 


L'Honuuedieu, 


ayh'^ 


Blount, 


nor* 


Nem Jeney, 




South Carolina, 




Mr. Clark, 


no 


Mr. Bntledgo. 


no 


Condict, 


no no 


Bamsay, 


no 


Witherepoon, 


no 


Izard, 


no no 


Pennsi/lvania, 




Oerraia', 


no 


Mr, Montgomery, 


no 


Middleton, 


no 


Smith, 


no 


Georgia, 




Clymer, 


no ''° 


Mr. Jones, 


^*l« 


Atlee, 


no 


Few, 


DO J 



So it passed in the negative. 

' Oa tliia day, according to the indaTsement, a letter of August £0 from the GoTemor 
of North Carolina, was read. It is in the Faptrt of Ou Contintrtial Congrett, No. 72, 
(olio 166. 
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A motion was then made by Mr. p^omas] Smith, seo- 
onded by Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, that 3000 dollars be 
taken from the quota of Pensylvania and added to that of 
Vii^inia. 

And the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Thomaa] 
Smith, 



JV#M) Hampshin, 






Ddaware, 




Mr. Oilman, 


no 


♦ 


Mr. McKesn, 


no}'^*' 


MasBoctrngetti, 






Wharton, 


Mr. Osgood, 


ay 




Maryland, 




Jackson, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Hanaon, 


no 


Bhode Ulani, 






Carroll, 


DO no 


Mr. Comsll, 


no 




Wright, 


no 


HowsU, 


no 


no 


Virginia, 










Mr. Madison, 


no 


Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Bland, 


no no 


Dyer, 


no 


no 


Lee, 


no 


Neic York, 






Nora Oaroli-na, 




Mr. Duane, 


no 




Mr. Williamson, 


noi 




no 


no 


Blount, 


no)-» 


Nea, Jena/, 






Smith Oarolim, 




Mr. Oaik, 


no 




Mr. KuUedge, 


no 


Condict, 


no 


no 


Ramsay, 


no 


Witherspoon, 


no 




Izard, 


no no 


Pemm/lvama, 






Oerrais, 


no 


Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 




Mddleton, 


no 


Smitli, 


ay 


ay 






aymer. 


no 


Mr. Jonea, 


noi 
no}"" 


Atlee, 


ay 




Few, 



So it passed in the negative. 

A motion waa made by Mr. [Noble Wimberly] Jones, sec- 
onded by Mr. [William] Few, that 7200 dollars be taken 
from the quota of Georgia, in consideration of the ravages of 
the war.* 

'ThumolioD.inthewrituigof Noble Wimberly Jones, is in tliePap(r«o/tA« Oon- 
tmmtol Oongrtn, No. 26, folio 361. 
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And the yeas and nays 
Wimberly] Jones, 

New Etunpshire, 
Mr. Gilman, no } • 



being required by Mr. [Noble 



Mr. McKean, 

MaasaehuaOta, Wharton, 

Mr. Osgood, noi Maryland, 

Jackson, no / ^"* Mr. Hanson, 

Rhode Island, Carroll, 

Mr. Cornell, noi Wright, 

Howell, no j "** Virginia, 

Oormedwut, Mr. Madison, no | 

Mr. Huntington, no i Bland, no \ no 

Dyer, no/"** Lee, no J 

New Yoii, North (kimlina, 

Mr. Duane, no i Mr. Williamson, no i 

L'Hommedieu, no]"" Blount, no/"'* 

iVinr Jersey, South Carolina, 

Mr. Qark, no] Mr. Rutledge, no| 

Condict, no [ no Raiossy, no | 

Witherspoon, no| Izard, no I no 

Penntylvania, Gervais, no 

Mr. Montgomery, no ] Mlddleton, no I 

Smith, ""ino Georgia, 

Gymw, no f Mr. Jones, ay i 

Atlee, no) Pew, ayj"'^ 

So it passed in the negative. 

The question being taJ^en on the respecdve quotas of the 
several states, was agreed to, and the report of the grand 
committee confirmed. 

The Committee of the Week, [Mr. Samuel John Atlee, Mr. SSlaa 
Condict, Mr. Vmiiam Few] Report a memorial of Captain Leibert, 
praying payment of a sum of money advanced by him for the use of 
hia company in Col. Hazen's Regiment, 

SefeiTad to the BapoFintcnd a nfe of - Fin a nce Secretary at War to 
Kport. 

A petition from Da'nd Turner a British prisoner in the new goal, 
praying to be discharged from hia imprisonment and the liberty of 
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becoming a citizen of America, having muried into a r^utable 
family in thin city. 

lite Committee recommend that the petitioner have the liberty 
granted to the German prisonerB, by the imtnictioDs g^vea to the 
Superintendant of Finance and Seoetary at War of the [5] day of 
June last — 

A petition from Seth Phelps of the S^;iment of invalids requesting 
leave to retire &fi 

Eeferred to the Secretary at War to retort.' 



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER la, 1783 

Whereas James Innes, esq. who was on the 9th day of July 
last, elected to the office of judge-advocate, has not signified 
his acceptance, and it being intimated to Coi^;ress that he 
declines to accept the office: 

Resolved, That Wednesday next be assigned for electing 
a judge-advocate. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. 
[Thomas] McKean and Mr. [Jolan] Witherspoon, to whom 
was referred a p otitioa memorial of Rot>ert Aitken, printer, 
dated 21 January, 1781, respecting an edition of the holy 
scriptures, report, 

That Mr. Aitken has at a great expence now finished an 
American edition of the holy scriptures in English; that the 
committee have, from time to time, oonf omod with hia a 

' This report, in the writing of Samuel idai Atlee, is io the Paptn t(f tJte Continental 
Cangrtu, No. 32, folio 393. It is undated but belonga to this period. The memorial 
of Captain Philip Leibert, dated Philadelphia, September Q, 1782, is in No. 41, V, 
(olio 290. The petition of Seth Phelps, dated Weat Point, September 4, 17S2, ia in 
No. 41, VIII, lolio I6S. AcCOTding to Comniitt«e Book No. 186, both were refened 
to tiie Secretary at Wai on this day. 

Od thia day, according to the indoraemeat, waa read a letter of September 9 fnmi 
Uie .^lent of Marine, reporting that he haa purchaaed the ahip WaMngUm, It ia in 
No. 137, 1, folio 749. 

Alao, a letta of tha 9th, from the Superintendant of Finance, on hia proposal to 
borrow toui millions in Europe, waa read and referred to Ur. [James] J)uuie, Mr. 
t^oaephl Uontgomery and Mr. [Jamee] Madiaon. It ia in No. 137, 1, folio 763. 

On Sq>tember II, according to the indoreement, waa read a letter of Sf^tcmber 8 
tram Oenanl Wadiington. ItiiinHo. 152, X.lolio 7U>. 
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attended to his progress in the work : that they also recom- 
mended it to the two chapl^ns of Congress to examine and 
^ve their opinion of the execution, who have accordingly 
reported thereon: 

The recommendation and report being as follows: 

Philapblphia, 1 September, 178IB. 

Rev. OenUeTnea, Our knowledge of your piety and public spirit 
leads UB without apolc^ to recommend to your particular attention 
the edition of tbe holy eciiptures pubUsbii^ by iSi. Aitken. He 
undertook this expensive work at a time, when from the drcnm- 
«tances of the war, an English edition of the Bible could not be 
imported, nor any opinion formed how long the obstruction might 
continue. On this accomit particularly he deserves applause and 
eacouragement. We therefore wish you, reverend gentlemen, to 
exanune the ^cecution of the work, and if approved, to give it the 
sanction of your judgment and the weight of your recommendation. 
We are with very great respect, your most obedient humble servants, 

(^gned) Jaues Duanb, Ohairman, 

In behalf of a committee of Congress on Mr. Aitken's memoriaL 
Rev. Dr. White and Bev. Mr. Duffield, chaplains of 

the United States in Congress assembled. 



OenUmten, Agreeably to your desire, we have pud attention to 
Mr. Robert Aitken's impres^on of the holy scriptures, of the old and 
new tflstamrait. Having ejected and examined a variety of passages 
tihroughout t^e work, we are of opinion, that it is executed with great 
accuracy as to the sense, and with as few grammatical and typo- 
graphicEiI errors as could be expected in an undertaking of such mag- 
tutude. Being ourselves witnesses of the demand for this invaU 
uable book, we rejoice in the present prospect of a supply, hoping that 
it wiQ prove as advantageous as it is honorable to the gentleman, 
who has exerted himself to furnish it at the evident risk of private 
fortune. We are, gentlemen, your very respectful and humble 
servants, 

(Signed) William Whitb, 

Qsoqaii Dttffizld. 
PmLADEiLfHiA, September 10, 1782. 
Hon. James I>uane, esq. chairman, and the other hon. genUemen 

of the committee of Congress on Mr. Aitk^s memoriaL 
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Whereupon, Resolved, That the United States in CongresB 
assembled, highly approve the pious and laudable under- 
taking of "Mr. Aitken, as subservient to the interest of reli^on 
as well as an instance of the progress of arts in this country, 
and being satisfied from the above report, of his care and 
accin^cy in the execution of the work, they recommend this 
edition of the Bible to the inhabitants of the United States, 
and hereby authorise him to publish this recommendataoD 
in the manner he shall think proper. ' 

The Comznittee of {lie Week pir. Samuel John AUee, Mr. ^las 
Condict, Mr. 'WiUiam Few] report, That the memorial of Joseph Frost 
statjng that in the year 1777 he enlisted two teams in the Contineatal 
service the one of horsee and the other of oxen, tliat a soldier ran a 
bayonet into one of his horsee, and killed him, and that one of bis 
oxen died of povraty, for which the said Frost requeste to be pud, be 
referred to the Commissioner for settling the Quarter Master's 
Accounts. 

That the memorial of James Duggan requesting a settlement of his 
account and payment of the balance which may be found due to him, 
be referred to the Superintendant of Finance.* 

The Committee of the Week (Mr. Samuel John Atlee, Mr. Silu 
Condict, Mr. William Few] Report a memorial from Major Franks 
praying to be reinstated in his rank in the army from which he 
has been deranged in his absence to Europe upon public bufliness. 
Referred to the Secy, at War.* 

* Tba Graninittee's repot, in the wiitasg of Jolin WithenfxxiD, is in ihe Paptn of 
the Omtinmbd Congrett, No. 19, 1, folio 69. Duane's letter u on foUo 66. White and 
Doffield's report on folio 63. Aitken's letter of September 9 nibmitting the work to 
CongreflB is in No. 78, I, folio 421. His letter of Sept^nber 26, Mnding one of the 
fliBt copies to Ctrngren, is on folio 425. 

■ This report is in the Papen oftU Canimental Chngnu, No. 32, foHo 395. The 
indonement stfttea that it was considered on this d»j. 

*Thisreport,iiitheTrituigofSunue1JohnAtlee,is in the Paper* o/th« Contmentol 
Confreu, Ko. 82, folio 397. It is undated but belongs to this period. Committee 
Book No. 191 shows that the report of the Secretary at War was delivered September 
14 and passed October 22. The memorial ol Major David 8. Fnnka, undated, is in 
No. 41, in, folio 268. The ind<Hwment shows that it was retored to the Secretary at 
War an this d^r. 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 178a 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland and Mr. N[oble] WJimberly] 
Jones, to whom was referred a letter of 1 1, from the Secretwy 
atWar: 

S w o lw d) That theOomni ft Dd e r - in - Cb i af p& Bporiiitondftntof finftne e 
and Seofctofy ob War take ordoF - fo f -aw f ying - Htto ogooution tho oa 
poditiono na monbionod in a lotfcep - fforo - tbo said S ooFOtary at- W ftf-ef 
tho 11 inat i an% providod tb a t - mon e y - noec aBa ry fof - dofTOying the &» ■ 
pcnoo bo ftdyanoo d- by - bho S tate ef - Pwui B ylvaniB in S Hob a manne p-as 
no t to doTango op intopfopo with tho pFc s eDb pl » ii » of - fehe -fla id -8 w p oy - 
' mt - oj - fipanoe. 



Resolved, That the Secretary at War take order for carry- 
ing into execution the expeditions mentioned in his said 
letter, so far as the Commander in Chief shall have approved 
of employing therein the recruits of the Pensylvania line or 
other continental troops.' 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1783' 

A motion was made by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, seconded by Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland, 

That the several ministers of the United States, in Europe 
be instructed to conform strictly to the resolutions of Con- 
gress of 27 November and 3 December, 1781, by which the 
care and management of all monies which have been or may 
be obt^ed in Europe, by loans or otherwise, have been 
committed to the Superintendant of finance, to be disposed 
of by him according to appropriations of the United States 
in Congress assembled. 

' Thu report, in the writing of & clerk, tlie last puagnph being In that of Charles 
Ihomaon, is in the Papers of Oit ConHnenlal Congrat, No. 27, folio 180. The Secre- 
tary at War's letter, in reference to two expeditions af;unst the Indians, is in No. 149, 
I, tolio 679. 

* The proceedings of this day were alw entered in the manuscript Seoet Journal, 
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On the question to agree to thia, the yeas and najrs being 
required by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, 



ffiw Hamvl«re, 






Ddamari, 






Mr. GilmaD, 


noC 


Ur.McKean, 


no)« 


Jtaemehutettt, 








Mr. Osgood, 


•yC 


Mr. Hanson, 


no] 
no)""" 


Sh^Uload, 




Carroll, 


Ki. Cornea, 


:;}-• 


Virginia, 




HoweD, 


Mr. Madison, 


«y 


Omneetieut, 




Bland, 


ay ay 


Mr. Huntington 


:;}-- 


Lee, 


•7 


Dyer, 


N«rtk CaroUm, 




SacY(rlc, 




Mr. Williamson, 


no] 
no}-» 


Mr. Duane, 


zv^ 


Blount, 


L'Hommedieu, 


SmiK CaroUm, 




New Jeney, 




Mr. Kutledge, 


no 




Mr. dark. 


«7 




Ramsay, 


ay 




Boudinot, 


no 




Izard, 


*y 


By 


Condict, 


ay 


ay 


Oerrais, 


»y 




Witherapoon, 


•y 




Middleton, 


ay 




Pemwylvania, 




Oeorgia, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Mr. Jones, 


*yi„ 


Smith, 


no 




Pew, 


.y)»y 


dymer. 


no 


no 






Atlee, 


no 











"So the question was lost. 

On motion of Bfr. [James] Bladison, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Duane, 

Resolved, That the several public ministers of the United 
States, in Europe, be informed that the care and manage- 
ment of all monies which have been or may be obtained in 
Europe, by loans or otherwise, havii^ been committed to 
the Superintendant of finance, to be disposed of by him 
according to appropriations of the United States in Congress 
assembled, it is the instruction of Congress that they conform 
in the strictest manner to this arrangement ' 

* Tiaa motioi) wu tiaa entered in Soaet Jouiskl, No. 4. 
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> Bd - py e TflPt" B O - faF ' a a - n»y ' - d e pend on ' th tt m - th ft-' diep e sition of 
oipoDditnFo of any moneys bolonging to tho - Pnitod S tot e a by a ny 
otheF - toFma of in a ny otheF m a nnoF than m a y b e e ipwaly a n t hoFia e d 
by th e aa id S opoFintend a n t of Fin a noo or b e a peei a lly diFOot e d by 



The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Duaoe, 'Hii, 
[Joseph] Montgomery and Mr. [James] Madison, to whom, 
was referred a letter of the 9, from the Superintendant of 
finance, having reported that it be 

Resolved, That the sum of five millions of dollars be bor- 
rowed on the faith of these United States, for the service of 
the year 1783, on such tains as the same can be obtfuned; 
and the same being postponed, 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Rutlet^, seconded by 
t&t. [Hugh] WiUiamson, 

That a sum not exceeding five millions of dollars, 
including the money which }Ax. Adams may obtain by the 
loan now negotiating in Holland, be borrowed in Europe, on 
the faith of the United States, and applied towards defraying 
the expences which shall be incurred, and of those which 
during the present year have been incurred for carrying on 
the war." 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by 
Mr. [James] Madison, to strike out the word " including," and 
insert " exclusive of." 

And on the question to agree to this amendment, the yeas 
and na3r8 being required by Mr. [James] Duane, 



New Bampahire, 

Mr. Oilman, no } * 
MasMchuaetts, 

Mr. Osgood, no^ 

Jackson, no J "° 



Shade laland, 

Mr, Cornell, no i 

Howell, no}"* 
GoTiiaeetievt, 

Mr. Huntington, no i 

Dyer, nof" 

> Thu motion, undated, in the wridng of Junea Mftdieon, is In the Paper* of tie 
ContfnaUal Congren, No. ig, IV, folio 369. 

* Tliii motion, undated, in the writing of J^obn RutMge, is in the Papwf y th« Con- 
tbiaaal Cotigrm, No. 19, IV, folio 366, 
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New York, 




Virginia, 






Mr.Duane, 


:> 


Mi. Ibdiaon, 


ay 


L'Hommedieu, 


Bland, 


no ay 


New Jersey, 




Lee, 


ay 


Mr. Clark, 


no 


North Gardima, 




Boudinot, 


a.y 1 


Mr. Williamson, 


ayi 


Condict, 


no "° 


Blount, 


ay)"^ 


WiUierepoon, 


no 






Pennsylvania, 




Mr. Rutledge, 


ay 




Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 


Bamsay, 


«y 




Smith, 


«y «y 


Izard, 


ay 


ay 


Clymer, 


«y 


Gerrais, 


no 




Delaware, 




Middleton, 


ay 




Mr.McEean, 


•y)' 


(leorgia, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Jone., 


Z]^^ 


Mr. Hanson, 


ayi 


Pew, 


Carroll, 


•y}'^ 









So the amendment was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [John] Rutledge, sec- 
onded by Mr. [James] Duane, to strike out " five," and insert 
"four;" and instead of "includii^," to read "exclusive of." 

Question put, passed in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the resolution, it was resolved 
in the affirmative as follows: 

\Resolved, That a sum not exceeding four millions of 
dollars, exclusive of the money which Mr. Adams may obtain 
by the loan now n^otiating in Holland, be borrowed in 
Europe on the faith of the United States of America, and 
applied towards defraying the expences which shall be in- 
curred, and of those which during the present year have been 
incurred, for carrying on the war. 

The Committee consisting of Mr. [James] Daane, Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery and Mr. [James] Madison, to whom was referred s 
letter from the Superinteadant of Finance of the 9th instant, submit 
the following resolutions; 

Tteaoloed, That the sum of five millions of Dollars be borrowed on 
the faith of these United States for the service of the 
year 1783, on such terms as the same can be obtained, 
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Reedved, That the Siq>erintendaDt of finance and Secre- 
tary for foreign flairs take order for carrying the above 
resolution into effect, transmitting the same without delay 
to the ministers plenipotentiary of theee United States at 
the Court of Versailles and at the Hague. 

Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary of th^ie United 
States at the Court of Versailles, be, and he is hereby 
instructed to communicate the forgoing resolution to his 
Most Christian Majesty, and to assure his Majesty of the 
high sense which the United States in Congress assembled, 
entertain of his friendship and generous exertions; their 
reliance on a continuance of them, and the necessity of apply- 
ing to his Majesty on the present occasion; and the said 
minister is furthw instructed to co-operate with the Super- 
intendant of finance and Secretary for foreign affairs in the 
most effectual means for giving success to the said loan.' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Jonathan] 
Jackson, Mr. [Thomas] McEean, Mr. [John] Hutiedge, to 
whom were referred a letter of the 5 of July from the Hon. 
J. Adams, and a letter of the 11 July, 17£^, from Wilhelm 
and Jan 'WiUink, and Nicholaaa and Jacob Van Staphorst, 
and de la Lande and Fynje, together with five several con- 
tracts or engagements entered into by the Hon. J. Adams, 
in behalf of the United States of America: 

Resolved, That the foUowing ratification be endorsed on 
the contracts, and the five translations of them into the 
English language, and signed by the President of Congress; 
and that the Secretary for foreign affairs transmit the said 
five contracts, with their translations so indorsed and signed, 
by the several safe conveyances that shall first offer for 
Holland or France. 
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The iudorsranent to be as follows:* 

Be it remembered, that the five several coutracta or engagementB 
Altered into by the Honorable John Adams, esq. minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America to their High Mightinesses 
the Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, in bdialf 
of the said United States, bearing date the 11th day of June, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, and purporting 
to be securities each of them for the payment of a million of guilders, 
Dutch current mon^, by the United States, to certain money lenders, 
under the negotiation of l^ssrs. Wilhelm and Jan Willink, Kicholaas 
and Jacob Van Staphorst, and de la Lande and Fynje, merchants in 
Amsterdam, were read in Congress, approved and ratified, and the 
same are hereby ratified and declared obligatory on the said United 
States.]* 

Done in the State-house, at Philadelphia, by the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled, the 14th day of September, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, 
and in the 7th year of our sovereignty and independence. 

John Hanson, PreaiderU.* 

On a report of the Secretary for fore%n affairs, to whom 
waa referred a letter of the 19th April, 1782, from the 
Honorable J, Adams: 

Ordered, That the letter of the 19th of April, 1782, from 
the Honorable John Adams to the Secretary for foreign 
affairs, containing extracts from the registers of their High 
Mightinesses the States General of the United Provinces, 
expressive of their resolution to receive and acknowledge 
the said Mr, Adams in quality of minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America, be published, together with 
the resolutions of the states of each respective province 
relative to the same object. 

Resolved, That an account of this event be given by the 
Secretary for foreign affairs to the executive of each respective 

' From thu point the enlziea in tiie Jounial are by Qeoige Bond. 

' The part in brackets was aloo entered in Secret Journal, No. 4. 

* The report of the committee, in subattntially tlie same language u Ihe reaolution, 
ia in Uie Paper* of the ConlintrUal Ctmgrat, No. 19. I, foHo 21. The first paragraph 
providing for the indorsement on tha contracts is in the writing of Jonathan Jackson; 
the indotaameirt is in "niomM HcKean's writiiig. 
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State, requesting them severally to cause the same to be 
made public' 

MONDAY. SEPTEMBER j6, 1783 

Resolved, That the foUowing conmiissioa be executed and 
transmitted to his Excellency General Washington: 

THE TrarrSD states in OONOBBBS ASaVMBLKO. 

To all people wlio shall see these presents, send greeting. 

Whereas justice and humanity and Che practice of civilized nations, 
require that the calamities and asperities 
[seal] of war should as far as possible be miti- 

John Hanson gated ; and we being disposed for that benev- 

Chas. Thomson, Secy, olent purpose to accede to a graieral cartel 
between the United States of America 
and the British nation, for the ez<diange, subsistance and better 
treatment of all prisoners of war: Now th»efore know ye, that 
reposing high confidence in the wisdom, prudence and int^ji'-y of our 
trusty and well beloved George Washington, esq. our Commander in 
Chief of all our armies, raised and to be raised for the defence of the 
United States of America, we have authorised and empowered, and 
by these presents do authorise and empower, our said Commander in 
CSiief, for us and in our name, to negotiate, accede to and establish, 
in the proper forms and with the usual solemnities, such general 
cartel between the United States in Congress assembled, and the king 
of Qre&t Britain, for the exchange, subsistance and better treatment 
of all prisoners of war, as well land as naval prisoners; hereby giving 
and granting to our said Commander in Chief full power and authority, 
ultimately and on all points, to adjust and conclude the principles, 
terms and conditions of the said cartel, and in general to do and per- 
form every matter and thing which shall in any wise be necessary for 
the final and perfect accomplishment thereof. And the better to 
enable our said Commander in Chief to execute the trust reposed in 

* At Qua point Charles Thomson lesumes the eatiiee in the Jounul. 

On this ^j, according to the indoisement, a letter of BvpUmbtK 13 from the Supv^ 
intandont of Finance was read tumouncing the urivftl of the ship Beer Adam* with 
clothing. It is in the Paper* of the CcmUnental Congrete, No. 137, 1, folio 767. 

Also, a letter from Oeneral Waahington, dated H««d Quarters, Sc^itomber II, 1782, 
and enclosing a retnm of recruits. It is in No. 162, X, folio 723. 
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him by these preeentB, we do hereby furthw authorise and empower 
him, hY>m time to time, by commisaioD under bis hand and seal, to 
nominate and constitute such and so many commissioners as he shall 
judge necessary, to meet, treat, confer and agree with commissioners 
to be appointed and competently authorised on the part of the king 
of Great Britain, touching the terms, conditions and stipulations, 
for subsisting, better treating and exchanging all prisoners of war as 
aforeeud, as veD aa for liquidating and settling all accounts and claims 
vbatsoerer, respecting the maintenance and subsistance of prisoners 
of war on either side. And we do hereby declare that the engage- 
ments concluded upon by our said Commander in Chief in the prem- 
ieee, being mutually interchanged with the party contracting on 
behalf of the crown and nation of Great Britain, shall be binding and 
condusiye on the United States of America. 

In testimony whereof we hare caused these our letters to be made 
patent, and tiie great seal of the United States of America to be 
thereunto affixed. Witness his Excellency John Hanson, President 
of the United States in Congress assembled, the 16tb day of Sep- 
tember, in the year of our Lord one tbousuid seven hundred and 
eigbty-two, and of our sovereignty and independence the seventh.* 
Ordered, That the proceedings of Congress of the 24 of 
May be not printed until the further order of Congress, and 
that members applying be furnished with authenticated 
copies. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Ezeldel] 
Cornell, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
to whom was referred a letter of the 27 of August from 
the Secretary at War, relative to the contingent expences 
incurred in the absence of the Commander in Chief, and the 
commanding officer of the southern army. 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War be, and he is hereby 
authorised to issue his warrant on the paymaster general, 
for such sums of money as he may find it necessary to advance 
for the expences of such officers or expresses as may be sent 
to this city on public business, either by the Commander in 
Chief or the commanding officer of the southern army. An 
aocoimt of such advance shall be transmitted to the general 

■ This commusioii is in the WaMngton Paptn, vol. 98, folio 181. 
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who shall have sent the officer or expreas, to be accounted 
for in the adjustment of their expeuces.' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel] 
Oagood, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to . 
whom was referred a letter of 9, from the Secretary for foreign 
afTairs, requesting leave of absence for a few we^: 

Resolved, That the Secretary for foreign affairs have leave 
of absence agreeable to his request. 

Ordered, That a paragraph of Mr. Laurene'e letter of 30th May, 
1782, relative to the salary due to Moaea Young as private Secretary 
to "iie. H. Laurena be referred to the Superintendant of Finance to 
take order.* 

[Motion Respecting W Dumas. September 16, 1782. Referred to 

"the Committee on Salaries to foreign ministers," M' James 

Madison, M' Arthur Lee, M' James Duane.] 

Beaolved, That there be allowed to Dumas Esq. Agmt for 

the U. S. at the Hague a salary after the rate of jB lOO S topling 
Dollars per annum to be computed from the l" day of Jany. last.* 

Beaolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed not to agree 
to the Exchange of Earl Comwallis for the Honorable M' Laurens; 
hut that he be instructed in coDsideration of the assurance given to 
the British Ministry by M' Laurens to aQow for him sudi a number 
of officers as by composition may be equal in Rank to a Lieutenant 
Gmeral provided tbat Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton be not of that 
number, the many wanton cruelties and barbarities oommitted by 
Earl Comwallis and Lieut. Col. Tarleton on the citizens of the U. S. 
Cfoitrary to the usage of war amongst civilized nations being of so 
enormous a nature that Congress hold their conduct in the utmost 
abhorrence and detestation.* 

' Thiaieport, in tlie writiiigof a clerk, iaia th« Paptrt t/Oit Conlintnlal Congrcn, 
No. 27, lolio 193. 

* This Older wu entered only in the joura&l kept by the Becretuy of Congren for 
the Superintendent of Finuice: Morrii Pap«n, Congnatiimal Procttdingt. 

* This motion, in the writing of Junes Duane, is in the Pojwn q^ tin Con(in«nlaJ 
Cimgnu, No. 2S, II, folio 203. 

* Thi« reoolutioii, in the wTiting of John Rutledge, is in the Paptr* of Ike ContrntnUd 
Congrai, No. 19, III, folio 461. It waaoffered thisday, according toGonunittee Book, 
No. 186, and referred to Mr. [John] RnUec^, Mr. [Jameg] Doane and Mr. [Jamee] 
Ibdison. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, Z783> 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [John] 
Rutledge, Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. [James] Madison, to 
whom were referred a motion of "Mr. [John] Rutledge, and a 
letter of 30 May from the Hon. H. Lam^ns, wherein he 
informs, that " on the 10th of that month he received from 
Dr. Franklin a formal notification of his appointment in the 
commififflon for treating with Great Britain, and also a copy 
of the said commifi«on; that he left London on the 11, and 
arrived at Ostend on the 15, from whence he infonned Dr. 
Franklin that he declined the honour of that office." 

Resolved, That the Hon. Henry Laurens be informed, in 
answer to his letter of the 30th May, 1782, that the reasons 
which induced the United States in Congress assembled, to 
appoint him to be one of their ministers plenipotentiary for 
n^otiatiag a peace still existing, his services in the execution 
of that trust cannot be dispensed with. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Ralph] Izard, 



Nod BampBkire, 

iSi. GilmaD, 
Mtuaaehiuetta, 
Mr. Osgood, 
Jackson, 
Rhode Island, 
Mr. Cornell, 
Howell, 
OoTVMe^^cat, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Dyer, 
Nem York, 
Mr. Duane, 

L'Honunedieu, 



»y)' 



Neuf Jersey, 
Mr. Boudinot, 
Condict, 
Witherepoon, 
Peimsyloania, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Smith, 
Clymer, 
Atlee, 
Delaware, 

"Mx. McKean, 
M(ayland, 
Mr. Hanson, 
Carroll, 



no [ay 
ay I 

ay] 



ay}' 



■ The pioceedingB for Uiia day n 
FoRogn Afbin. 



e aIm ent«r«d in the manuscript Secret Journal, 
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rvyima, 




Smith Carolina, 




Mr. Madison, 


1 


Mr. Kutledge, 


>y 


Blimd, 


ay ay 


Ramsay, 


>r 


Lee, 


»y 


Izard, 


•y 


North CaroluM, 




Gervais, 


•y 


Mr. VnUiamaon, 


ay)< 


Middlaton, 
Otorgia, 


*y 






Mr. N. W. Jonas, 


ay 






Pew, 


•7 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

^solved, That the Hon. John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
John Jay and Henry Laurens, be respectively informed, that 
it is the pleasure and express direction of Congress, that they 
pimctually attend and assist in the n^otiations for peace; 
and that each of them be instructed, upon receiving informal 
tion of the time and place appointed for opening the negotia- 
tions, immediately to give notice thereof to the rest that 
may be in Europe, in order that each may have a seasonable 
opportimity to take part in the trust reposed by the said 
commission, and earnestly enjoined by this act.' 

Retohed, That the sum of one half miUion of dollars of the money 
borrowed by M'' Adama in Holland be appropriated toward the pay- 
ment of the interest due on Loan-Ofi&ce Certificatee and other public 
liquidated debts due to the citizens of these U. S. and that the Super- 
intendaat of Finance take order that the above sum be imported aa 
soon aa a safe opportunity ofiers.* 

I ThiB Knd the preceding reeolution are in the Papat <ff Hit ContMuntaJ Gmgreu, 
Ko. IB, HI, folio 466, and ue in the writing of Jftmea Duute. The vote ii indcned 
(HI the report. 

* Tliif motifm, in the writing trf Jcseph Hontgomefy, is in the Paptn of Ih* Conti- 
netOal Congreu, No. 26, folia 382. Acctnding to Cominittee Book No. 186, it wbb 
retened on this dajr to Hr. [Jamee] Duane, Hr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Jonathan] lack* 
■on, Mr. [Hugh] WiUiamson and Mr. pohn} Rutledge. According to Committee 
Book No. 181, a report waa delivered September 18, "That the measure ia improper," 
and filed. 

On thia day, according to the indomment, w«a read a letter of fune 2> from the 
Ifarqui* de la Fayette. It is in No. 166, folio 294. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER i8, 178a 

On motion of Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by Mr. [David] 
Howell, 

Resolved, That the aum of one millioQ two hundred thou- 
sand dollars required to be raised by the resolution of the 
4th, and which was quotaed upon the several states by an 
act of the 10th of the present month of September, be, when 
recaved, credited to the accoxmts of the several states on 
intereet, to be hereafter adjusted agreeably to the resolution 
of the 6th of October, 1779.' 

According to order. Congress proceeded to the election of 
a judge-advocate; and, the ballots being taken, Major 
Richard Howell was elected, having been previoudy nomi- 
nated by Mr. [Eliaa] Boudinot. 

Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [Ralph] Izard, Mr. [John] 
Witherspoon and Mr. [George] CljTner, four of the committee 
appointed pursuant to the resolution of the 17 June last, 
to enquire fully into the proceedings of the department of 
foreign affaire, having executed the business of their appoint- 
ment, reported the result of then- enquiries, which was read. 

The Committee * appointed to enquire into the proceedings of the 
Secty. for the Department of Foreign Affairs, Report, 

That they have in puniuance of their appointment enquired fully 
into the proceedings of the said Department from the InatitutioD 
thereof down to the 1'^ day of July last. 

That it appeared to the committee that conformably to the duty 
assigned to the said Secretary in the second clause of the act irtiich 
models his Department a proper attention has beeo given to the 
custody and arrangement of the books and papers belonging to it, 
of which books and papers a list is herewith laid before Congress. 

That in discharge of the other duties assigned to the said Secretary 
in the act above referred to, and in subsequent resolutions of Con- 
gress, the following letters have been written by him. 

1 This motion, in the writtug of Daniel CuioU, is in tlie Pa-pen q^ the Oonlmtntal 
Oongrtu, No. 3S, I, folio 3S6. 

* U* Iiowel) one of the Ctaonuttee having left Congnaa befoie the inquiry vu com- 
pleted !■ not to be considered m » perty to tUi RepcxL— Nots in the report. 
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I. Letters to the WnisterB of the U. States and otbcn in (oreiga 
puts, 



To the Mmister Plenipo : at the 
Court of VensiUes 14 letters, 
dated: 
Oct. 20, 1781. 

do. 24, do. 
Not. 24, do. 

do. 26, do. 
Dec. 16, do. 
Jany. 7, 1782. 

do. 23, do. 

do. 26, do. 
Feby. 13, do. 
March 9, do. 
May 22, do. 

do. 30, do. 
June 23, do. 
July 5, do. 

To the Minister Plenipo : at the 
Court of Madrid 10 letters, dated: 
Nov. 1, 1781. 

do. 28, do. 
Dec. 13, do. 
Feby. 2, 1782. 
March 8, do. 
April 16, do. 

do. 27, do. 

do. 28, do. 
May 0, do. 
June 23, do. 

To the Minister Plenipo : at the 
Hague 8 letters, dated: 
Oct. 23 & 24, 1781. 
Nov. 1, do. 

do. 20, do. 

Dec. 26, do. 

Jany. 9, 1782. 
March 5, do. 



May 22, 1782. 

do. 29, do. 

do. 30, do. 

To the Minister at the Court of 
Petersburgh 5 letters, dated: 
Oct. 22, 1781. 
March 2, 1782. 
May 10, do. 

do. 22, do. 

do. 29, do. 

To the Secretaiy to the lega- 
tion at Madrid 2 letters, dated : 
Dec. 20, 1781. 
May 1, 1782. 

To the Consul for France 4 
letters, dated: 
Nov. 28, 1781. 
April 19,1782. 
May 29, do. 

do. 31, do. 

To the agent at the Havana 1 
letter dated: 
Feby. 26,1782. 

To M' Dumas, 1 dated: 
Nov. 28,1781. 

To Messrs. de Neufville & Son 1 
dated: 
Dec. 27, 1781. 

To M' Hatrison at Cadiz 3, 
dated: 

Dec. 20, 1781. 
Feby. 13,1782. 
May 21, do. 

To Samuel P&raons at Mar- 
tinique 1 letter dated: 
Jany. 12, 1782. 
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These letters con^t chiefly, 1, of a communicfttion of political 
uid military occuirenceB within the U. States. 2, of resolutions and 
instructions of Cougresa. 3, hints relative to the proceedings of 
those to whom the letters were respectively addreesed. 4, request 
of political infonnation relative to the countries in which they 
respectively reside. 



II. To the Ujujster 


Plempoten- 


Jany. 31,1782. 


tiary of Franco 13 letters, 


dated; 


Feby. 20, do. 


Oct. 24, 1781. 






May 8, do. 


Not. 2, do. 






do. 9, do. 


do. 6, do. 






June 7, do. 


do. 21, do. 






2 aatea dated 


Dec. 10, do. 






May 12, do. 


do. 21, do. 






July 3, do. 


Jany. 19, 1782. 









Some of theee letters and notes inclosed Resolutions of Congress; 
others related to the cases and applications of foreigners and other 
matters within the Department of foreign afFairs. 

m. To the Govemours and Presidents of the States letters of the 
following dates and on the following auhjects; 

(CSrcular) Nov. 12, 1781, Requesting an authenticated state of 
damages sustained from the Enemy. 

(Circular) Feby. 18, 1782, Inclosing resolutions of Congress touch- 
ing a Consular Convention with France and requesting authenticated 
documents respecting territorial claims in pursuance of directions of 
Congress. 

(Circular) Feby. 19, 1782, Transmitting in pursuance of the direc- 
tion of Congress communications made to them by the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of France. 

(Circular) May 2, 1782, Commimicating, in pursuance of directions 
of Congress, the refusal of the British Court to accede to the Media- 
tion of the Courts of Vienna and Petersbiugh, and uiging the neces- 
sity of vigorous preparations for the war. 

(Circular) May 9, 1782, Announcing the birth of a Dauphin, in 
pursuance of the direction of (Tongreas. 

To the (Jovemour of Connecticut, Jany. 22, 1782, inclosing copies 
of certEun letters from S. Deane, in ptusuance of the direction of 
Congress. 

To the same, June 12, 1782, On the subject of the said Governor's 
answer to a letter from S. Deane. 
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TotheGovemourof South Carolina, Feby. 19, 1782, Communicating 
intelligence received from M' Harrison at Cadiz. 

UpOD the whole the Committee Report that the business of this 
Department appears to have been conducted with much industry, 
attention and utility, and without any errors or defects worthy of 
bdng taken notice of to Congress. Such improvements and altera- 
tions in the general plan of the business as were judged by the Com- 
mittee proper they have taken the liberty of suggesting to the Secre- 
tary in the course of their inquiry. As far as these suggestions can 
be of use, the Committee have no doubt that they will be attended to.* 

■ This repoit, In the wiitiiig ot Jamee Madison, is in the Papert of the Continmtal 
Congrtu, No. 25, II, iolio 131. Tlie list of books and papers is on lolio 73 and ii aa 
follom: 

List of the Books and Papers kept in the office of foreign afEain. 

BOOKS. 

1. Book of Foreign Letters. 

2. Book of American Letters. 

3. Book of Resolutions of Congrea& 

4. Journal of daily Truisactiona. 

5. Book of Reports made to Congnm. 

6. Letters of the late Committee for foreign afEsiis. 

7. A Book containing commissiong and instmctious to the Uiniaters at Foreign 
Oourbu 

8. One more Secret do. 

ft. A Book of the letters of the Commitrioners in France while M' Adams was among 
tbem. 
10. Communications of Uons. Oerard. 
IL do. of the ChevT de la Lnsesne 1 

12. LettCTB of M' J. Adams. | not compleated. 

13. Letters of U' Arthur Lee. J 



1" Box. 1. Joint letters from the Commission'' of Congress at Farii. 
2. Letters from the Hon'ble B. PYanklin. 
S. Letters from the Hon'ble H. I^uians. 

4. Letters fiom the Hon'ble J. lAurens. 

5. Letters fiom III' T. Barelar. 

6. Correspondence between M' Adams and Coont Vetgeonei. 
^ Box. 1. Letters from the Hon'ble J. Jay. 

2. Letters from the Hon'ble W. Cannichael. 

3. Letters from V R. Harrison. 

3^ Box. 1. Letters from the Hon'ble John Adams. 

2. Letters from F. Dana Esq. 
4'" Box. 1. Letters from M' Dumas. 

2. Letters from M' J. de Naufville. 
ST«8*— rot a»— 14 9 
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The Superintendant of finance, to whom was referred a 
resolve of the house of delegates of Virginia of the 2d of July 
last, having reported a resolution, and the same being post- 
poned, a motion was made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, sec- 
onded by Mr. [John] Rutledge, 

" That the commissioners appointed to settle the accounts 
of the several states agreeably to the act of the 20 of Feb- 
ruary, 1782, be directed to examine, receive and destroy so 
much of the old continental money as may be in the treasury 
of any of the states, not exceeding the quota of such State 
as fixed by the act of Congress of the 18 of March, 1780, and 
transmit to the Superintendant of finance accoimts of the 
moneys so destroyed."' 

A motion was made by Mr. [Samuel] O^ood, seconded by 
Mr. [Jonathan] Jackson, to strike out the words, "not 
exceeding the quota of such State as fixed by the act of 
Congress of the 18th March, 1780." 

And on the question, shall those words stand? the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, 



IfaxacTaaeUt, 




Nan Tori, 




Mr. Osgood, 


noi 
noj"" 




«J- 


Jackson, 


New Jersey, 




Shade UUmd, 




Mr. Clark, 


ay 


Mr. ComeU, 


°°u„ 


Boudinot, 


ay 


Howell, 


no)"" 


Condiot, 


ay 


OmiueHml, 




Witherapoon, 


ay 


Mr. Huntington, 


%h 


PeMtsylmania, 




Dyer, 


Mr. Smith, 


»y 






Clymer, 


•y 



[Footnote— Continued.] 

6'" Box. Letters from Ueasra. Deone, Izard &c. 

^O' Box. Letten from Mewra, Biagham, Panons &c. 

T'^Dox. Letten, Notes, Memoriala and communicationaoftlieChevlde la LuEeme. 

8" Box. OriginalpapenTelative to complaints refened to the office of foreign aSain. 

9'^ Box. Uiscellaneoua Letters and papers. 

The report and list are recorded in the Papen of the Conlinental Congreit, Ho. 188. 
Reports of Committees, folios 5-12. 

> This motion, in the writing of Abraham Clark, is in the Paper* of tht ContitwUal 
Cbn^rcM, No. 86, 1, folio 38T. 
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DHanm, 




iVorli Oiivlino, 




Mr. McKean, 


«y>* 


Mr. Williamson, 


ay 


Maryland, 




Blount, 


ay 


Mr. H&Dson, 


*r 


SoMOarama, 




CarroU, 


aj ay 


Mr. Sutledge, 


ay 


Wright, 


•y 


Izard, 


ay 


Virginia, 




Gerrais, 


ay 


Mr. J. Jonea, 


ay| 


Middleton, 


ay 


Madison, 


ay ay 


Georgia, 




Bland, 


ayl 


Mr. N. W. Jonas, 


ay 






Few, 


ay 



So it wae resolved in tlie afiBrmative. 

The question was then taken on the motion, and resolved 
in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the letter of 15th June from Doctor Franklin to 
the Superintendant of Finance as far as it relates to money mattera be 
referred to llr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Ralph] Izard and Mr. [James] 
Duane. 

That ao much of the above letter of Dr. Franklin to the Superin- 
tendant of Finance as rdates to Captain Oillon be referred to "hit. 
[Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Jonathan] Jackson and Mr. [David] Howell. 

Ordered, That a motion of Mr. [Samuel] Osgood "for Crediting the 
States for the sums of Old Continental Money in their respective 
treasuries over and above the quotas assigned by a resolution of 
18th March, 1780, according to the current value thereof compared 
vith Gold and Silver at the time when such State had delivered 
over its proportion to the loan Officer" be referred to the Qrand 
Committee.' 

The Committee consisting of M' [James] Duane, M' [Daniel] Carroll, 
M^ [Jonathan] Jackson, M' [Hugh] Williamson and M' [John] Eut- 
ledge, to whom was committed the motion of M'. [Joseph] Mont- 
gomery of yesterday, beg leave to report, 

That they have examined into the present state of the Treasury, 
the auppUes for the army and the engagements and proqMOts of the 
Superintendant of the Finances; and are of opinion that the appro- 
priation of any part of the Dutch loan for the dischai^ of the interest 
of domestic debts, or for any other purpose than the immediate sup- 

' Then orden were entered only in the joimial k«pt by the Secretary of Congreoi 
for the SupeiiiitendeDt of Finkace: liorrU Paptn, CongrtuAanal jProeudiiiga. 
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port of the &rmy, may endanger the public safety; and that the 
motion referred to your Committee ou^t therefore to be rejected.* 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1783' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. 
[Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Ralph] Izaixl and Mr. [James] Dnane, 
to whom waa ref^red the letter of the 25th and 29th of 
June, 1782, &om Dr. Franklin, and of the 25th of Jxme, 
from Mr. Jay, 

Resolved, That a commisaon and instructions issue 
to for negotiating a treaty 

of amity and. conmierce with the kii^ of Sweden. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare 
a commisfflon and instructions and a draft of a treaty, 
agreeable to the above resolution. 

The committee — ^Mr. [Arthur] Lee, Mr. [Ralph] Izard 

and Mr. [James] Duane. 

[Ordered,] That a letter of 19th September, from Superintendent 

of Finance relative to the instructions given to Mr. Barclay, Consul 

General, 10th July, 1781, be referred to Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. 

[Joseph] Montgomery and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll.* 

I- litis report, in the writing of Jamee Dunne, is in Uie Papers ofihe Contmailal Con- 
greu. No. 26, folio 376. It was deQvwed o& this day, as the indonement showe. 

On thin day a letter of the nine day from the Buperintendent of Finance was read. 
It is in No. 137, 1, feho 781. 

Also, on this day, as the indoiBement indicates, was read a letter of March 30 from 
the Marquis de Lafayette. It la in No. 156, folio 278, and is a duplicate of the one 
on folio 270, which was read on May 27. 

Also, a letter from General Washington, dated Head Qnarten September 16, relative 
to a general cartel. It is in No. 162, X, folio 731. 

* The proceedings for this day were entered only in the maniiscript Secret Journal, 
Foreign Afiairs, and in Secret Journal No. 4. A copy is in Secret Journal No. €, 
VoL III. 

* This order was entered only in the journal kept by the Secretary ol Congress ftx 
the Superintendent ot Finance: Mcrrii Paptn, Ctmgnmvmtd Prooetdingt, 

On this day, as the indorsement indicates, a letter ot the same dat« waa read from 
the Secretaryat War, transmitting the request of Joseph King that he be permitted to 
join the corps of invaUda. It was referred to Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Ezra] L'Hom- 
mediea, Ur. [Theodorick] Bland. It is in the Paptrt qftht Continental Confrett, Ko. 
149, 1, folio 697, and the laclosurea on folios 6S7--693. 



,y Google 



September, 178$ 598 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER ao, 1783' 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by 
Mr. J[oeeph] Jones, 

That tiie resolution of the 17 day of September, 17^, 
informing Mr. Laurens that his services as a minister plenipo- 
tentiary for n^otiating peace cannot be dispensed with by 
Congress, and so much of the other resolution of the same 
date as relates to Mr. Laurens, be not transmitted till the 
further order of Congress. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Turbett] Wright, 



New Bampshire, 








Mr. Oilman, 


ay}* 


Mr.McKMn, 


no) 


MisaaehusOta, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Osgood, 


noi 


Mr. n&nson, 


ay 


Jackson, 


Carroll, 


ay 


Rhode Island, 




Wright, 


ay 


Mr. HoweU, 


•J)* 


rtrjinia, 




CcmnectunU, 




Mr. J. Jones, 


ay] 


Mr. Huntington, 


no/"" 


Madison, 


ayl 


Dyer, 


Bland, 


no 


New York, 




Leo, 


no J 


Mr. Duane, 


nol 


Nc^ Carotina, 




L'Hommedieu, 


Mr. Williamaon, 


no) 


New Jersey, 




Smth Oirolino, 




Mr. Clark, 


«y 


Mr. Rutledge, 


no 


BoTidinot, 


no ay 


Ramsay, 


no 


Condict, 


«y 


Izard, 


no 


PwwwyZuoTWo, 




Oervais, 


no 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 


Middleton, 


no 


Smith^ 


'y «v 


Oetrrffia, 




Clymer, 


•y '^ 


Mr. Jones, 


no, 
no/ 


Atlee, 


«y 


Few, 



So the question was lost. 

1 The proceedinga for Qaa day vote abo entered in die manuBcript Seoet Jounutl, 
Foreign AfbiiB. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 33, 1781 

The Chevalier de la Luzerne, minister plenipotentiary 
of France, informed Congress in a note, that he has 
received orders to communicate to them a detdl of 
circumstances relative to the negotiations for peace, 
and is desirous that Congress would be pleased to 
appoint a committee to receive the communications; 
fuid that he would at the same time inform Congress of 
sundry matters interesting to the common cause, and 
relating to the present state of affairs in Europe: 
Whereupon,' 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 

to confer with the minister of France, and report the 

communications he shall make to them. 

On the report of a committee, conrasting of Mr. [James] 

Duane, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, and Mr. [Daniel] Carrt^ 

to whom was referred a letter of the 19th, from the Super- 

intendant of finance: 

The Committee to whom was referred a letter from the Superin- 
tendant of Finance of the 19"^ of September submit the foilowiog 
report: 

That by an Act of Congnea of the 27^ of November last the Super> 
inteadant of finance is authorised and directed to t^e under his care 
ftnd management all loans or other monies obtained in Europe or 
elsewhere for the use of the United States subject to the approbation 
of Congress. 

That by another Act of the 3'' of December the Superintendant of 
the finances of the United States is authorised and directed toapply 
and dispose of all monies which have been or may be obtained in 
Europe by subsidy loan or otherwise. 

That by another Act of the 14"> of September instant the several 
Ministers in Europe are instructed to conform strictly to the before 
recited resolutions. 

> This ptn^nph tad tlie reaolution following it were entered only in the muiuKiipt 
Secret Jounul, Foreign Affun. The rest of the pioceedinge ior tfaia day were entered 
both in the mftniucript Secret Jounud, Foreign AButb, uid in tiie Public JounukL 
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That that part of the uistructiona of the 10*'' of July, 1781, to 
Thomas Barclay Esq. which constitutes him commercial Agent of 
the United States and describes his office and authority is repugnant 
to the Bystem adopted by Congress for arranging and conducting the 
Finances of these United States and particularly to the preceding 
resolutions, inasmuch as he is thereby left at liberty in certain cases 
to draw for public money in Europe, and has in fact exercised that 
power to a considerable amount. That if this practice should be 
contmued it must greatly embarrass the publick Finances, It being 
essential that the expenditure of all the publick monies should be 
under the direction of the Superintendant. 

Your Committee therefore are of opinion that additional instruc- 
tions ought to be given to the said Consul, and beg leave to offer the 
following draft. 

Congress agreed to the following additional instructions 
to Thomas Barclay, esq. consul-general of the United States 
of America in France: 

Whereas by several acts of the United States in Congress 
assembled, aU moneys which have been and may be obtained 
in Europe, by subady, loan, or otherwise, are placed under 
the direction and management of the Superint^dant of the 
finances of the United States, and it is essential that the 
strictest regard should be paid to the said arrangement: you 
are therefore hereby instructed to desist &om making any 
drai^hts of public money, or any purchase of cloathing or 
effects, for the use of the United States, without the special 
direction of Congress or the Superintendant of finance. In 
other respects, you are to conform to the instructions of the 
10 July, 1781.' 

On motion of Mr. [John] Rutledge, seconded by Mr. 
[Arthur] Lee, 

Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States at the Court of Versailles, be informed that his letters 
to the Superintendant of finance and Secretary for foreign 

■ Thiareport, intiiemitiiigof JuneeDiuuie, uintbePapcrio/ihe CotOmenUd Coi^ 
gnu. No. 19, 1, folio 206. The letUor of th« Superintendflut of Fiiuuice u in No. 187, 
I, folio 766. 
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affairs, bearing date respectively the 25 day of June last, 
have been laid before Congress, and that notwithstanding 
the information contained in those letters, it is the direction 
of Congress that he use his utmost endeavours to effect the 
loan which by the resolve of the 14th instant is ordered to 
be negotiated.* 

Orderui, That a Xeiiec of Count de Vergennes "respecting a cap- 
ture of a Danish Veaael" be referred to the Agent of Marine to 
enquire and report.' 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 34, 1783* 

The committee, consistii^ of Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. 
[Daniel] Carroll, Mr. J[oseph] Jones, Mr. [Ralph] Izard 
and Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, appointed to hold a con- 
ference with the honourable Chevalier de la Luzerne, 
minister of France, in pursuance of his note to Congress 
of the 23d, report- 
That yesterday your committee held a conference 
with the minister of France, agreeably to the said 
appointment; the substance of which consisted in the 
communication of advices lately received by the said 

I Thu motioti, in the mitiiig of John BuUedg«, ia in the Paperi 0/ the Conti7\ejUal 
Cmgrtu, No. 36, 1, folio 391. 

* Thifl order vas entered only In the jounuJ kept by the Secret&ry of GongreM tat 
the Superintendent of Fiiiimae: Morrit Papen, CtmgreitioTtal Fnceedmfit. 

A letter of 16 from the Governor of New York to the delegates in Congieae from tlutt 
Stftte, telative to distutboncefl in Vermont, was read on this day, as the indorsement 
Etatce, and referred to Mr. [Arthur] Uiddleton, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery and Mr. 
[Theodraick] Bland. It is in the Papen of (ht Continental Congrat, No. 40, II, folio 
323. Committee Book No. 186 ahowB that a depoHition of Joel Bigalow, on the same 
■ubject, ivae referred to the committee with the Governor's letter, and that the com- 
mittee WBS renewed October ID. Bigalow'a deposition, dated September IS, is in 
No. «, II, folio 297. See pott, October 10, note; and October 17, report. 

Alaoaletterof 18 September from Oliver Pollock, which ia in No. 50, foliol, was read 
andretenedtoMr. [Abraham] Clark, Ur. [James] Duane and Ml. [Hugh] Williamsoo. 

* The proceedings for this day were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, 
Foreign Affairs. They a» printed in the Diplomatic Corrupondenet <j^ At Amtriam 
Revolution (Wbaitm), V. 767. 
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mmister of France, from his Excellency the Count de 
Vergennes, as follows: 

The minister informed the committee he had received 
several despatches from his court, of which he thought 
it his duty to conmiimicate an extract to Congress. 

The first was dated 9th April last. It expressed 
the opinion of the Count de Vei^nnes, tliat the Cotuii 
of St. James had formed a design to make a separate 
peace with one or more of the powers at war with it. 
That France was perfectly easy with respect to the 
disposition of Congress; and that the imiformity and 
steadfastness of their conduct did not leave the least 
doubt with regard to the part they would take in this 
circumstance. That the steps the king had taken on a 
dmilar occasion, and the disappointment of sev^al 
British emissaries, was already known to Congress. 
That they had met with the same reception at Madrid; 
and there was the greatest probability that their 
intrigues would not be more successful at the Hague. 
The minist^ of France observed, that the glory and 
honour of the present confederacy, of which his 
Majesty was the cenbre, would be their having been 
inacceseible to artifice; and this extraordinary instance 
would be crowned with success if the four powers per- 
asted invariably in a firm attachment to their union, 
and if, on the one hand, making the greatest exertions 
to procure the completest satisfaction, they, on the 
other hand, confined themselves within such boimds 
of moderation as would give no umbrage to any one of 
the powers at war with Great Britain. That the king 
had in different circumstances taken the proper meas- 
ures to deprive the enemy of all hopes which they might 
have formed of introducii^ dissentions between his 
Majesty and his allies. That it was to be wished that 
the Court of London was fuUy convinced of the impossi- 
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bnity of treating separately with America. That this 
had always been the chimerical and favourite idea of 
Ei^land; and that so long as it subfflsted there would 
perhaps be no possiblity of treating seriously about the 
conditions of a peace. That their negotiations would 
only be an artifice to scatter divisions among the allies, 
and retard their exertions for continuing the war. That 
the shortest way to put a stop to th»r intrigues would 
be to let it be known publickly in the most explicit 
manner, that the United Statra neither can nor will 
make any peace without the concurrence of their ally; 
and that if England has any overtures for peace to make 
to them, the American plenipotentiaries are sufficiently 
empowtered to receive them, and to negotiate a peace 
if those overtures are admissible. That this peremptory 
language would free Congress from all the embarrass- 
ments which the English ministers could throw in the 
way; that it would bring them to a uncere dispodtion 
to make peace; put an end for ever to their machinations 
with the mediating powers; deprive them of the means 
of feeding the parliament and people of England with the 
hopes of a separate peace; and finally save the Americans 
from all the difficulties which would infallibly take place 
if England were allowed to negotiate in America. It 
would convince England that the United States are not 
less attached to their engagements with their ally than 
sensible of the respect due to the Courts of Vienna and 
Petersbiirg, whose mediation Congress have accepted. 
The minister added, that though the situation of the 
belligerent powers, the distance of America, and the 
slowness and difficulty of communication made it advan- 
t^eous that the seat of negotiation should be in Europe, 
and that the enemy should be informed of this resolution, 
yet Congress had the fullest Uberty to follow the system 
which France had pointed out in her answer to the 
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mediatii^ powers, in consequence of which the American 
ministers might n^otiate immediately and directly 
conformably to the instructions they had received from 
Congress; but the negotiations of France and America 
would be carried on in an equal progression, a continual 
and reciprocal communication would be given, and the 
two treaties agned at the same time, and one be ineffec- 
tual without the other. 

The Count de Vergennes in the same despatch, gave 
information of the Dutch having acknowledged the 
independence of America, of which Congress are already 
informed. 

The letters of 2d May and 2Sth Jime, m^ed the 
same point of referring the British negotiators in 
America to the American plenipotentiaries in Europe, 
with this addition in the lett^ of 2d May, that it was 
now e^dently the object of Great Britain to lessen 
their elections on this continent as much as in their 
power, and to adopt a defensive mode of carr3ring on 
the war; that being unable to support a double war 
by land and by sea, she proposed to suspend the one 
in order to carry on the other more effectually; and in 
case of success, to return against the United States with 
redoubled efforts. 

The minister mentioned the attempts that had been 
alternately made at the Court of Versailles, and with 
the American plenipotentiaries, for a separate peace, 
and sud, that Doctor Franklin had communicated his 
and Mr. Adams's answers to the British emissaries; 
that the king thought them firm and consistent with the 
principles of the alliance, and wished tliat Ckingress 
might be informed of the satisfaction they afforded him. 
That to remove forever such expectations it behooved 
the wisdom of Congress to declare, that no peace but a 
general one would be attended to; that when negotia- 
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tiona are entered into with sincerity, the king would 
meet readily employ his good offices in support of the 
United States in all points relating to their prosperity; 
that Congress were themselves sensible of the distmctioa 
between the conditions of justice and rigour, and those 
of convenience and compliance which depended on the 
good or bad situation of affairs; that though the cir- 
cumstances of the allies were very pronusing, such 
events might happen as might make it advisable to 
adopt the part of moderation. But the best way to 
obtain every po8»ble advantage was to preserve a perfect 
connexioa, and to let them know that the United States 
would not only reject a separate peace, but that they 
would continue the war ag^nst the common enemy by 
all maon^ of wa3rs, imtil their allies should also con- 
clude a peace; that this declaration would convince the 
British ministers that they would not get rid of the 
Americans by merely acknowledging their independence; 
and that though they removed their troops from the 
continent, they would be attacked wherever found. 

The despatch of the 28th June dwelt chiefly on the 
n^otiation; and contained details which the Count de 
Vergennes directed the minister to make to Congress, 
but which have in a great measure been already trans- 
mitted to than by their ministers in Eim>pe. These 
details related to the emissaries sent to Doctor Franklin 
and Mr. Adams, and their satisfactory answers. Mr. 
Oswald, in an interview with the Coimt de Vergennes, 
hinted to him the desire of the Court of London, and 
the necessity it was under to make peace; and received 
for answer, that the king was equally disposed to make 
an honourable and solid peace. Mr. Oswald went to 
London to cany this infonuation; returned soon, and 
was immediately followed by Mr. Grenville, the intimate 
Mend of Mr. Fox. Mr. Oswald repeated to Mr. Franklin 
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the assurances of the di^osition of the cabinet of 
St. James; and Mr. Grenville, in answer to his overtxires 
to the Count de Vei^nnes respecting the disposition of 
the king of Great Britain, was informed by the express 
order of the king, That his Majesty was disposed to 
negotiate for peace, provided it vxls a general one, and the 
aUies and friends of his Majesty vxre satisfied. This 
answer was just given when the news of the action of the 
12th of April reached Emx>pe. Nevertheless, the king 
of Great Britain sent full powers to Mr. Grenville to 
n^otiate the peace with his Majesty. In communi- 
cating them the English agent declared. That the king 
of England, in order to facilitate peace, ims disposed to 
treat of the independence of the United States toith his 
Majesty, provided all other matters were put upon the 
footing of the treaty of 176S. 

To this the king answered — 1st. That the powers of 
Mr. Grenville were ifisufficierU, as they did not mention 
the allies of his Majesty. 2d. That his Majesty could not 
himself negotiate for the interests of America, having no 
povxrs to this purpose; and that it became the dignity of 
of the king of England and of the United States to open a 
direct negotiation on this subject. 3d. That in order to 
conclude a solid and lasting peace, it ought not to be 
founded upon the treaty of Paris, but upon justice and the 
dignity of all the contracting powers. 

The British ministry adopting these observations, 
sent new powOTS to M^. Grenville, authorising him to 
treat with all the bell^rent powers. Mr. Grenville 
presented to the Count de Vei^nnes a copy of these 
powers, and declared, that the king of England, being dis- 
posed to acknowledge and declare directly the independence 
of America, U vxyuld no longer be a conditional article of 
peace. And as to France, the English plenipotentiary 
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proposed to take the treaty of Paris for the basis, not of 
the peace itself, hU of the negotiationa which were to be 
entered into. 

The Count de Vergennes, on the 2lBt June, com- 
municated to Mr. Grenville the answer of the king. In 
this communication his Majesty declared hb wishes for 
the restoration of peace, and his satisfaction that the 
king of Great Britain was disposed to treat with all the 
belligerent powers, and that he intended to make a 
direct acknowledgment and declaration of the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America, and that this 
point would no longer be a conditional article of a 
general pacification. That the king consents to adopt, 
according to the proposition of the king of England, 
the treaty of Paris for a basis of the negotiation, not 
as a confirmation of all its stipulations, but with excep- 
tions and alterations respecting the East Indies, Africa, 
the fisheries of Newfoundland, and commercial r^ula- 
tions in Europe to mutual advantage. Restitution and 
compensation to be treated of, when the negotiation shall 
be established with respect to which the king will be 
governed by the principles of justice and moderation, 
which are the basis of his policy. If these overtures 
are agreeable to the king of England, his Majesty 
will explain himself precisely on the different points. 
His Majesty expects that his Britannick Majesty will 
make to all the bel%erent powers and states, without 
delay, such overtures as he may think conducive to 
promote the negotiation as far as it respects their 
interests. That do doubt may be left with respect to 
his Majesty's sentiments, he declares anew, that he will 
neither treat nor terminate any negotiation, unless the 
intCTests of his allies and friends shall be conjxmctly 
discussed and det^mined, or separately, according to 



,y Google 



September, 178S 608 

the wishes of his Britaimick Majesty and ttw allied and 
friendly powers of his Most Christian Majesty. 

Such waa the state of affairs on the 28th of June, at 
which time there appeared some obstructions to the 
n^otiation, owing, as it was believed, to the misun- 
derstanding which prevailed among the British minis- 
ters. Teipversations were discovered on the part 
of the British negotiator. The bill authorising the 
king of England to treat with the colonies of America 
had not then passed. These imcertainties made it 
essential to guard against British emissaries on the 
contin^t of America; and to prevent with all care 
their admission; and to recommend the same measiu% 
to the several legislatures. 

The minister finished the conference by informing 
the comnuttee of the fortitude of the king on receiving 
the news of the action of the 12th of April. He imme- 
diately gave orders for constructing twelve ships of the 
line, the greater part of the first rate. The city of Paris 
and several other cities and corporations had offered 
some others, and it was expected that the Tring would, 
in the course of next campaign, have twenty new ships 
to oppose the enemy. His Majesty was resolved not 
to make the least alterations in his plans for the futm*e 
n^otiation; and he exhorted his allies to the same 
resolution and to the same exertions. 

Ordered, That the foregoing communications be 
referred to a committee of five to report. 

The committee — Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [John]Rutr 

ledge, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [James] Madison 

and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 

Ordered, That a report of the Secretary at War and an Estimate 

of Cloathiog oecessary for the Oneida and other '^bea of Indians re- 
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poirted by the Commissioners for Indian Affairs Northern Depart- 
ment be referred to the Superintendent of Finance to take ordw.* 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 35, 1782 

Congress took into consideration the report of a committee, 
consisting of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [James] Madison, 
Mr. [John] Rutledge, ytr. [Samuel] O^ood, and Jfr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, to whom was leferred a set of resolutions 
moved by Mr. [John] Wtherepoon: 

The report is as follows: 

1. " That if the several states claiming the exclusive prop- 
erty of the western lands, would make cessions to the United 
States, agreeable to the recommendation of Coi^ress of the 
6th day of September, 1780, and the resolutions of Congress 

■ of the 10th of October, 1780, it would be an important fund 
for the discharge of the national debt. 

2. "That therefore, it be recommended to those states 
which have made no cessions, to take the above recommenda- 
tion and resolutions into consideration as soon as possible, 
and determine thereon. 

3. "That it be recommended to those states which have 
mode cessions not entirely agreeable to the above recommracL- 
dation and resolutions, to re-consider the same, and send 
the result to the United States in Congress assembled. 

4. " That in case of compliance with recommendations of 
Congress, the determinations of the particular states respect- 
ing private property and claims of lands within the ces»on, 
shall not be reversed or altered without their consent, unless 
in such cases as it may be rendered necessary by the 9th 
Article of the Confederation." 

* This order waa entered only in the journal kept by the Secretary of Congieaa lor 
tbe SupeTintendent ol Finance: Uorrii Paper*, Ctmgnnianal ProoudiTtfi. 

On this, or a nearly approximating date, waa read a letter of this date from Captain 
F. P. De I^ Plaigneuts. It was referred to the Secretary at War September 26. It ia 
in the Paper* o/tA« ContxnaUal Oongreat, No. 78, VII, folio 453. 

From tbii point the entries ia the Public Jounul ate by Qwxga Bond. 
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A motion Tras made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by 
Mr. [Bilas] Condict, to strike out the last paragraph. 

And on the question, shall the last or fourth paragraph of 
the report stand 1 the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland, 



New EampsMre, 




Fwyimo, 




ISx. Gilman, 


no)» 


Mr. Jones, 


ay 


mumehusetU, 




Madison, 


ay 


Mr. Osgood, 


ZV" 


Bland, 


ay 


Jackson, 


Loe, 


ay 


Cmmecticut, 




Morik Carolina, 




Mr. Huntington, 


Zh 


Mr. Waiiamson, 


Z} 


Dyer, 


Blount, 


New Yorlc, 




South Carolina, 




Mr. Duaue, 


TM- 


Mr. Sntledge, 


no 


L'Hommedieu, 


Izard, 


no 


New Jersey, 




Gorraia, 


no 


Mr.Oaxk, 


noi 
noP° 


Middleton, 


no 


Condiet, 


Oeorffia, 




Pennsylvania, 




Mr. N.W. Jones, 


no] 
no J 


Mr. Montgomeiy, 


no 


Few, 


Smith, 


no no 






Atlee. 


no 






ISaryUnd, 








Mr. Hanson, 


no 






CarroU, 


no no 






Wright, 


no 







So it passed in the n^ative. 

On the question to agree to the report as amended, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 



ayi 



New BampaUre, 




New Yorlc, 


Mr. Gilman, 


ayl* 


Mr. Duane, 






L'Hommedieu, 


Mr. Osgood, 


Zh 


New Jereey, 


Jackson, 


Mr. Clark, 


Cmmeetieal, 




Condiet, 


Ut. Huntington, 


*yi.v 




Dyer, 


ay}'^ 




a?M*— »ol2»— 14- 


— 10 





%]' 
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"ttwuyKonMf 






ifortl CSiroJiM, 




Mr. Montgomeiy, 


•y 




Mr. WiUiamaon, 


no, 
no J 


Smith, 


ay 


«y 


Blount, 


Attn, 


•y 




South Carditia, 




Uart/Iand, 






Mr. Rntl«ige, 


no 


Mr. HanBOQ, 


>y 




Izaid, 


«y 


CurpoU, 


•y 


»y 


Gerrais, 


no 


Wright, 


«y 




Middleton, 


no 


Virgirm, 






GeoTffia, 




Mr. Jones, 


no 




Mr. N.W.Jone., 


no, 
no/ 


Madison, 


no 




Few, 


Bland, 


«y 


no 






Lee, 


no 









So the question was lost.' 

The Committee to whom was referred tiie letter from tlC Laurens 
of the day of together with a paper enclosed to Con- 

gress by jy FrBiddin submit tiie following Report, 

That it appears from Uie papers referred to the Committee that 
M' Laurens did at the time of Ids discharge from captivity authorise 
an expectation in the British Ministry that Earl Comwallis should in 
exchange be absolved from his Parole. 

That the KCnister Plenipo. at the Court of Versailles in conse- 
quence of the Representations and request of M' Laurens did by an 
instrument bearing date the 9*^ of June last absolve the said Earl 
Comwallis from his parole, reserving however to Congress the con- 
firmation or disapprobation of the measure. 

That from a comparative view of the British prisoners of war now 
in possession of the U. S. end of Americans prisoners of war to the 
British Eing, tiiwe appears little probability that the discharge of 
Earl ComwaUis will deprive the U. S. of the means of redeeming any 
of their Citizens from captivity. 

That on a conaderation of these circumstances the Comnuttee axe 
of OfHidon that altho' the exchange in question was not defived from 
due authority, and altiio' it might better accord with the peculiar 
barbarities which characterise the said Earl Comwallis in his prose- 
cution of a war in itself the most barbarous of ^dem Ages, to 
make him the last, instead of so early an object of indulgence, yet 
it is upon the whole expedient for Congress to confirm the Act by 
> Here duuiea TlwmaoD ramimea th« entriei. 
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Trhich he has been set at liberty, and the Conunittee aocordinglj 
recommend, 

That the Act or Instrument given at Paiwy the 9* day of June 
last by Benjaniin Franklin, Minister Flenipo. of the U. S. at the 
Court of Versaillea discharging L* General Earl Comwallis from the 
parole ^ven by him in Vitf^a be confirmed, end that tiie said 
Earl Comwallis be no longer considered as a prisoner of war to the 
U.S.' 

The Committee [Afr. Abraham Clark, Mr. Ezra L'Hommedieu and 
Mr. Theodorick Bland] to whom were referred the letter from Joseph 
King, with the papers accompanying the same, report. 

That the aaid Joseph King was Adjutant in the 4^ Jersey regiment, 
and badly wounded in an engagement in the year 1777 from which 
he hath no proq>ect of a recovery, so far as to enable him to obtam a 
support by labour; That in 1779 he became deranged by Uie reduc- 
tion of the regiment; and as the Office of Adjutant was, by the 
arrangement then made, to be executed by any Officer of the Idne, 
the said Eling could not exercise that Office, or hold any nmk in the 
Invalid Corps, which he would otherwise ha^ been entitled to; 
being thus circumstanced, there appears no practicable method of 
granting relief other than from the State to which he belongs, agree- 
able to the resolutions of Congress of the 26^ of August 1776, for 
TtinUng provision for disabled officers and soldiers ; Whereupon, 

Beadved, That the letter of Joseph King with the papers accom- 
panying the same, be referred to the legislature of the State to 
which he belongs, to whom it is recommended to cause enquiry to 
be made into his claims on account of his being disabled in the service 
of the United States, and grant him half pay, or such other allowance 
as the particular circumstances of his case may entitle him to by the 
before mentioned resolutions, flia-rpng the same to tike United States 
i^reeably thereto.* 

I Thia report, in the writiiig of Junea ISmiiacm, is In tba Papen of iht ContiiutUai 
Congrai, No. 25, II, folio 135. The utdoiwment Bhom tbtt it wm read Saptembw 
25, and reconunitted September 26, with « motion of Ur. [James] Diume. According 
to Committee Book No. 186, "TmnBactiona relative to liie eichiinge of Loid Com- 
vallis for Ux. H. Laurona" were, on Sept£mber 18, committed to Mr. fBsekiel] Cor- 
nell, Mr. [Jamee] Madison and Mr. [John] RuUedge, and "a member added 24." On 
September 26 the report was recommitted, with Mr. Duane's motion, to Mr. [James] 
Madison, Mi. [John] Rutledge and Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, and on November 21 
it was again recommitted to Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [John] Butladge and Mr. [Hugh] 
Williamson. 

* Thu report, in the writing of Abraham Clark, is in the Papen of th* Comiinailal 
Cotmnu, No. 22, folio 233. The indorsement shows that it was read on this day. 
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Ordered, That a motion of Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery "that a 
requisition be made to each State to provide ways and meana for 
the payment of interest due on public liquidated Debts as also the 
half pay due or that may be due to retiring Officers" be referred 
to the Grand Committee. 

That a Representation of the Legislature of New Jersey, respecting 
the Officers of the Jersey line, be referred to the Superintendant of 
Finance to report.* 



[THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 36, 1789] 

[M' Duane's Motion 26f> Sept. 1782. Referred to M' James Madison 
M' John Rutledge M' Joaeph Montgomery.] 

Reaolved, That it appean to Congress that the treatm^it which 
M' Laurens receiTed at the hands of the British Ministry, far from 
laying a foundation for acts of liberality towards pFwooof B of the 
enemy in our powoF calls for public indignation, Mid oan potof b e 

Resolved, That the tyrannical and inhuman conduct of Lord 
Comwallis while he commanded the British Forces in the Southern 
States exposes him to just odium, and that he, of all men, is the last 
who ought to expect favour or indulgence from these States. 

Resolved, That Congress «^tHet are not bound to ratify the con- 
ditional agreement made by their Minister Plenf at the Court of 
Veraailles for releasing Lord Comwallis from his parole and referred 
to the approbation of Congress. 

BofloWod) tborofoFot that Lord CoFnwallia s h a ll bo eon s idop e d aa a 
prisoner of war on his parole only to bo oaohangod on a gonopnl e a r 
t ol s tipul a ting for tho paymont - of - t he aub s ifltcneo ' of the Briti a h 

B o t4 h a t noyortholoaa from a roapeot to their publio miniatoP B who 
h a ye gono ' a o - f w into tho moa a upo of hi s Folon e C) -a ad a n no o t her oon - 
B ider a tioD the Commander in Chief is instFwotod tO ' deol a FO tho a aid 
LoFd - CoFnwa l li fl to bo Folooood from hia p a rolo) ppovidod that valid 
aFFMC^ement fl s hall fiF S t bo made for p a ying or a oouFing tho laFge 
b a l a nce d a o t e - tho United S t a to a for a ub a istonoe of tho Britiah pFia 
OB ft F B Of w a fi * 

' These two orders were entered oul; m the journ&l kept by the Becretwy ti C(hi- 
gnm iat the Superintendent ot Fioance: Jfomi Papen, CongnuUmat ProeMdmgi. 

* IhiB motion, in the writii^ of Juofm Duuie, iain the Pap*ri<^tht ConUntntal Cat- 
grot. No. 19, lU, foUo 445. 
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War OraiOT, Sept. £S, 178i. 
Sm, 

In obedience to the orders of Congress I liave in company mth the 
Clothier General ezunined the soldiers cloathing offered for sale by 
M' Barclay. It is the uniform of the troops raised by the Statra 
south of Delaware, made of Tery coatse cloth, suitable in size for 
boys from twelve to fifteen years old. M' Barclay informed that 
he understood they were prize goods taken on their passage to 
America, but by whom they were shipped, or in what bottom, he 
had no knowledge but could obtain the particulars by sending to 
St. Thomas.^ 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER a8, 1783 

Mr. WlUiam Hemsley, a del^ate from Maryland, attended, 
produced credentials of his appointment, and took his seat 
in Congress. 

Annafous, 15ih June 178S. 
Sm, 

In Obedience to a Resolve of the general Assembly we have the 
Satisfaction to inform you, that you ore appointed a Del^ate for 
this State in Congress. 

We have the Honor to be with great R^ard Sir 
y most obt humNt Servants 

Gboboe Platzb 

PreaiS. of ihe Smote 
Thqi Cockbt Dete 
Speaker of the Route of DeUgatea 
Hon : WTT.T.TAirr Hemsixt 
Queen Anns County * 
1 lliiB report is in the Faperi of the OmUnentat Crmgraa, nuBcellADeoiu. The In- 
dotsement nys; Report of the Secretaiy »t War Beptember 26, 1782. On motion of 
Hr. [Arthur] Lee, to examine cloathing oSered for mle Kt Barclay's store in the dty of 
PhikdelphiA. Read September 26, 17S2, referred to llr. [Arthur] Lee, ISx. [David] 
Ranwiy, Mr. [Turbett] Wright. 

On September 26, according to the indonement , » Tepreaentatiou &nm the legislature 
ot New Jersey, dated September 24, on the nibject of pay for officars arkd aoldi^s was 
Resented and reterred to the Superintendent of Finance to report. It ii io No. 6S, 
folio 699. 

On this date, according to the indorsement, was read a letter from General Washing- 
ton, dat«d Head Qnarten, Septembet 22, and enclosbg intelligence from New York. 
It is in No. U>2, X, folio 736. 
* The original is in the Paper* of the Ctm^nenial Cotitnu, Maiylaad, Crtdentitile of 
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On the report of the conmuttee, consisting of Mr. 
[Arthur] Lee, l&i. [Ralph] Izaj*d and A&. [James] Duane, 
appointed to prepare a conuniasion and instructions, 
and a draft of a treaty of amity and commerce with the 
king of Sweden, Congress, by the vote of nine states, 
agreed to the following 

FLAN or A TBEATT OF AHTTT AND COUHERCE BETWEEN 
THE UNITSD STATES AND THE DlffPHP PBOYIHtffl - O g 
THE IjOV OOUHTDIB B KING OF SWEDEN. 

The parties being willing to fix, in a permanent and 
equitable manner, the rules to be observed in the com- 
merce they desire to establish between their ra^ctive 
countries, have judged that the said end cannot be 
better obtamed than by taking the most perfect equality 
and reciprocity for the basis of their agreement; by 
leaving each party at liberty to make such interiour 
regulations respecting commerce and na^^gation as it 
shall find most convenient; and by founding the advan- 
tage of commerce on reciprocal utility and the just rules 
of free intercourse. On these principles the parties, 
after mature deliberation, have agreed to the following 
articles: 



There shall be a firm, inviolable and universal peace 
and sincere friendship between thoif High MightinooooB 
the S tates of tbofloTon United Provinooa of tho Low 
Countrio s the king of Sweden, his heirs and successors, 

DtUgala. It wu entered in No. 179, Record of CredaUiall, and not in fha Joamals. 
Fiom this pcant the proceeding* foi the dM,j were entered only tn the Bftniuolpt 
Secret JounuJ, Foreign AfftitB, and in Secret Joutiud, No. 4. A copy im in Swnt 
Jounul, No. 6, Vol. III. 
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and the United States of America, and the tmbjooto and 
people of citizens and subjects of the sud parties, and 
the countries, islands, cities and towns situated under 
their respective juiisdictions, and the people and 
inhabitants thereof of every degree, without exception 
of perBons or places. 

Th e iabj ee tn e f tho Wfti d King a b a ll p » y in ' th B- yrt B j - b>¥ ft Mi 
wwdfl) o g im tf io e t iBlnnd B i - oiti ea of towns of tho United - S t a ta s of 
yorth Amopi ea- or any of - t bwa - D e- o t bef - OF gi - o t w duti e o or im 
po fl t fl of wtu i li nfttupo B oo¥<» tbey - may bot or by wh a t mmo aewef 
■MOBBinvd. aft llodj -t b ft O ' fe ho B O which the n a tioaa mo a t fnyofod ar e ) 
e r -fl h a ll b e o bliged tep a y) -» nd thoy s hall enjoy a ll the nooeoBoiy 

Mwig a tion ' a nd ■ oomm e Fe e fiw - w ^ lI - in p ae oin y f jom f» e- pert ■ in - ^ e 
g a i te d -S teto B to a noth e Fi aa JB - geing to a nd - ffoni tho a» ^il e ^ fw i in 
a nd"te -a ny p a rt of tb e^ wogldt 



t i enft Hi -t p a dO )- <i a¥i g ftt i & n -B nd ■ oommoree as w eft-4« 
p aBs ing - fpwD - OB e pert io t b e- dominion s of th e-sa id - King to a n etbe^ 
ag- in -g oi^ to a nd - f f om -t h e ga m e fpenKadto W By - p a rt of th e worldj ' 

ABTJCLE U. 

The subjects of the said king may freely resort to 
and reside in the United States, and may trade in any 
effects or mCTchandises, the importation or exportation 
of which are not or shall not be prohibited; and shall 
pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, islands, 
cities or towns of the United States, no other or greater 
duties or imposts whatsoever than those which the 
most favoured European nations are or shall be obliged 
to pay; and they shall enjoy all the rights, liberties 

I Thii utlde is in the writing ol Arthut Lee ia the raport. 
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and exemptions in trade, navigation and conunerce, 
whether in passing from one port In the said states to 
another, or in going to and from the same, from and to 
any part of the world, which the said nations do or shall 
enjoy.' 

ABTIGLE in. 

In like manner, the citizens and inhabitanto of the 
United States of America may freely resort to and reside 
in the dominions of his Swedish Majesty, and may trade 
in any effects or merchandises, the importation or 
esportation of which are not or shall not be prohibited, 
and shall pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, 
islands, cities or towns within the dominions of the king 
of Sweden no other or greater duties or imposts what- 
soever than those which the most favoured nations are 
or shall be obliged to pay; and they shall enjoy all the 
rights, liberties and exemptions in trade, navigation and 
commerce, whether in passing from one port in the 
dominions of the king of Sweden to another, or in going 
to and from the same, from and to any part of the world, 
which the siud nations do or shall enjoy. 

AETICIiE IV. 

TboiP High Migbtinoa s o e tho S tato B- of - tho ooTon 
United JPpovinooB of the Low Counferie a The king of 
Sweden shall endeavour, by all the means in feew his 
power, to protect and defend all vessels and other effecta 
belonging to the pee^ citizens or inhabitants of the 
said United States of America, or any of them, being in 
thoif his ports, havens, or roads, or on the seas near to 
tboig his countries, islands, cities or towns; and to re- 
cover and cause to be restored to the right owners their 
vessels and effects, as shall be taken within tb«f his 

"Thifl article, In the lepoit, is in the writing o[ James Madison. 
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jurisdiction. Tboir His ships of war, or any convoys 
sailing under ^eif his authority, shall upon all occasions 
take under their protection all vessels belonging to the 
fliibjootBy poople or inhabitant a citizens or inhabitants 
of the said United States of America, or any of themj 
holdup the same course, or going the same way, and 
shall defend such vessels as long as they hold the same 
course, or go the same way, against ^ attacks, force 
and violence, in the same manner as they ought to 
protect and defend vessels belonging to the subjects of 
^eif High Mightinooooa his said Majesty. 

ABTicLE v. 

In like manner the said United States and their 
ships of war sailing under their authority shall protect 
and defend, conformably to the tenor of the preceding 
article, all the vessels and effects belon^ng to the 
subjects of the king of Sweden; and use all their 
endeavoiuB to recover and cause to be restored, the said 
vessels and effects that shall have been taken within the 
jurisdiction of the said United States.' 

ABTICUl VI. 

It is further agreed and concluded, that it sh^ be 
wholly free for all merchants, commanders of ships and 
other subjects of thoif HigbMi g btinooBoo the S tato a of 
t bo S ovon Uaitod Ppovinooa of the Low Countrie e the 
king of Sweden, in all places subject to the dominion 
and jurisdiction of the said United States of America, 
to nmnage their own business themselves, or to employ 
whomsoever they please to manage it for them; nor 
shall they be obliged to make use of any interpreter 
or broker, nor to pay any salary or fees, imless they 
choose to make use of them. Moreover, masters of 

1 This utade is in the iniliiig of Arthur Lee, in the report. 
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Bhips shall not be obliged in loading or imloading their 
shipe to make use of those workmen that may be 
sfipointed by pubUck authority for that purpose; but it 
shall be entiidy free for them to load or unload th^ 
ships by themselves, or to make use of such persons in 
loading or unloading the same as they shall think fit, 
without paying any fees or salaries to any other whom- 
soever; neither shall they be forced to unload any st^ 
of merchandise either into any oth^ ships, or to receive 
them into their own, or to wait for their being loaded 
longer than they please; and all and every the citizois, 
people and inhabitants of the said United States of 
America shall reciprocally have and enjoy the same 
privileges and liberties in all places whatsoever subject 
to the jurisdiction of theif High Mightinooaoo the 
B totoa ol-tbo Se T e p - Piutod -- Pa « oTinooo of tho Low 
Gountrio ft the said king. 

ABTICLE Vn. 

The merchant ships of either of the parties which 
shall be making into a port belonging to the enemy of 
the other aily power, and concerning whose voyage and 
the species of goods on board her there shall be just 
grotmds of suspicion, shall be obliged to exhibit oa well 
upo n- tfao - bi g b -fl Ofl fl OflinthopoFta andhavon e not only 
her passports, but likewise certificates expressly showing 
that her goods are not of the number of those which 
have been prohibited as contraband. 

ABTICLE vni. 

If by exhibiting the above said c^ificates the other 
party discover there are any of those sort of goods 
which are prohibited and declared contraband, and 
con^gned for a port under the obedience of his enemy, 
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it shall not be lawful to break up the batches of such 
ship, or to open any chest, cofFers, packs, casks, or any 
other vessels found therein, or to remove the smallest 
parcel of her goods, whether such ship beloi^ to the 
subjects of thoif Hi g h Migbtipos B o a- Ao S totoo of tbo 
S oTon "United ProviHoo B of th e Low Couptrioa the said 
king, or the citizens or inhabitants of the said United 
States of America, unless the lading be brought on shore 
in the presence of the officers of the court of admiralty, 
and an inventory thereof made; but there shall be no 
allowance to sell, exchai^ or ahenate the same, in any 
manner, until after that due and lawful process shall 
have been had against such prohibited goods, and the 
court of admiralty shall by a sentence pronounced have 
confiscated the same, saving always as well the ship itself, 
as any other goods found therein, which by this treaty 
are to be esteemed free; neither may they be detained on 
pretence of their being as it were infected by the pro- 
hibited goods; much less shall they be confiscated as 
lawful prize. But if not the whole cargo, but only part 
thereof, shall consist of prohibited or contraband goods, 
and the commander of the ship shall be ready and will- 
ing to deliver them to the captor who has discovered 
them; in such case, the captor having received those 
goods, shall forthwith discharge the ship, and not 
hinder her by any means freely to prosecute the voyage 
on which she waa bound. But in case the contraband 
merchandises cannot be all received on board the ves- 
sel of the captor, then the captor may, notwithstand- 
ing the offer of delivering him the contraband goods, 
carry the vessel into the nearest port, agreeable to what 
is above directed. 
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ABTICLE IX. 

On the contraiy, it is agreed that whatever shall be 
found to be laden by the subjects and inhabitants of 
either party on any ship belonging to the enemies of 
the other, or to their subjects, the whole, although it 
be not of the sort of prohibited goods, may be confis- 
cated in the same manner as if it belonged to the enemy, 
except such goods and merchandises as were put on 
board such ship before the declaration of war; or even 
aft^ such declaration, if it were done without knowledge 
of such declaration, so that the goods of the subjects 
and people of either party, whether they be of the nature 
of such as are prohibited, or otherwise, which, as is 
aforesaid, were put on board any ship belonging to an 
enemy before the war or after the declaration of the 
same without the knowledge of it, shall no ways be 
liable to confiscation, but shall well and truly be restored 
without delay to the proprietors demanding the same; 
but so as that if the said merchandises be contraband, 
it shall not be any ways lawful to cany them afterwards 
to any ports belonging to the enemy. The two con- 
tracting parties agree, that the term of two months being 
passed after the declaration of war, their respective 
citizens and subjects, from whatever part of the world 
they come, shall not plead the ignorance mentioned in 
this article. 

ABTICLB X. 

AH ships and merchandises of what nature soever, 
which shall be rescued out of the hands of any pirates 
or robbers on the high seas, shall be brought into some 
port of either state, and shall be delivered to the custody 
of the officers of that port, in order to be restored entire 
to the true proprietor, as soon as due and sufficient 
proof shall be made concerning the property thereof. 
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ARTICLE XI. 

It shall be lawful for the ships of war of either party 
and privateers freely to carry whithersoever they please 
the ships and goods taken from their enemies, without 
being obliged to pay any duty to the officers of the 
admiralty or any other judges; nor shall such prizes be 
arrested or seized when they come to and enter the ports 
of the other party; nor shall the searcher or other officers 
of those places search the same, or make examination 
concerning the lawfulness of such prizes; but they may 
hoist sail at any time and depart and carry their prizes 
to the places expressed in their commissions, which the 
commandera of such ships of war shall be obliged to 
show. 

ARTICLE xn. 

For the better promoting of commerce on both sides, 
it is agreed, that if a war should break out between the 
said two nations, six months after the proclamation of 
war shall be allowed to the merchants in the cities and 
towns where they live, for selling and transpOTting 
their goods and merchandises; and If imy thing be 
taken from them, or any injury be done to them within 
that term, by either party, or the people or subjects of 
either, full satisfaction shall be made for the same. 

ABTICLE XIII. 

No subject of thoip High Mightin e sse s tho S tates of 
Ut e fl OTon United ProTinooa of the Low Countrio s the 

said Iring shall apply for or take any commission or letter of 
marque for arming any ship or ships to act as privateers 
ag^Dst the said United States of America, or any of them, 
or gainst the subjects, people or inhabitants of the said 
United States, or any of them, or against the property of 
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the inhabitants of any of them, from any prince or state 
with which the United States of America shall happen 
to be at war; nor shall any citizen aabjoot or inhabitant 
of the sfud United States of America, or any of them, ap- 
ply for or take any commisfflon or letters of marque for 
arming any ship or vessel to act as privateers agunst 
the subjects of thoip ooid High Mightinooo ee the sud 
king, or any of them, or against the property of any of 
them, from any priiice or state with which the said st«to 
Iring shall be at war; and if any person of either nation 
shall take such commisaon or letters of marque, he shall 
be punished as a pirate. 

ABTICLE XIT. 

The ships of the subjects and inhabitants of either 
of the pfurties coming upon any coast belon^ng to 
either of the said ^3±es contracting parties, but not 
willing to enter into port, or being entered into port and 
not willing to unload their cargoes, or break bulk, ^ey 
oboll bo - faofttod - a ffl ec » bk) - t<» - tbo - gonoiol mloo p>o - 
B o rii bod oF -t o bo - |»eoepibod - foInti¥o to -' tho objoot in 
quootion shall have liberty to depart, or pursue their 
voyage without molestation. 

ARTICLE XV. 

It is hereby stipulated, that free ships shall also give 
a freedom to goods, and that every thing shall be 
deemed free and exempt which shall be fotmd on board 
the ships belonging to the subjects of either of the 
oepf e dw f otofl contracting parties, although the whole 
lading or any part thereof should appertain to the ene- 
mies of either, contraband goods being always excepted. 
It is also agreed in like nxumer that the same liberty be 
extended to persons who are on board a free ship with 
this effect, that although they be enemies to both or 
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either party, they are not to be taken out of that free 
ship, xinless they are soldiers and in actual service of 
the enemies. 

ABTicLB xn. 

This liberty of navigation and commerce shall extend 
to all kinds of merchandises except those only which 
are distinguished by the name of contraband; and under 
this name of contraband or prohibited goods shall be 
comprehended arms, great guns, bombs with their fuses 
and other things belonging to them, cannon ball, gun- 
powder, match, pikes, sword, lances, spears, halberds, 
mortars, petards, grenadoes, saltpetre, muskets, musket 
ball, bucklers, helmets, breastplates, coats of mail and 
the like kinds of arms proper for arming soldiers, musket 
rests, belts, horses with their furniture, and all other 
warlike instruments whatever. These merchandises 
which follow shall not be reckoned among contraband 
or prohibited goods; that is to say, all sorts of cloaths 
and fJl other manufactmres woven of any wool, flax, 
silk, cotton or any other materials whatever, all kinds 
of wearing apparel, together with the species whereof 
they are used to be made, gold and silver, as well coined 
as uncoined, tin, iron, latten, copper, brass, coals, as 
also wheat and barley, and any other kind of com or 
pulse, rice, indi g o, fiax, hemp, tobttoooi and likewise all 
manner of spices, salted and smoked flesh, salted fish, 
cheese fuid butter, beer, oils, wines, sugars, and all sorts 
of salts, and in general all provisions which serve for 
the nourishment of mankind and the sustenance of 
life; — ^furtheimore, all kinds of tobacco, indigo, cotton, 
hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, cables, sails, sail cloth, 
anchors and any part of anchors, also ship's nnasts, 
planks, boards ajid beams of what trees soever, and all 
otl^ things proper either for building or repairing ships, 
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and all other goods whatever which have not been 
wOTked into the form of any inBtnanent ot thing pre- 
pared for war, by land or sea, shall not be reputed con- 
traband; much less such as have been already wrought 
up for any other use; — all which shall be wholly reckoned 
among free goods; as likewise all other merchandises 
and things which are not comprehended and particularly 
mentioned in the forgoing enumeration of contraband 
goods, so that they noay be transported and carried in 
the freest manner by the subjects of both oonfodoiotoo 
powers, even to places belonging to an enemy, such 
towns or places being only excepted as are at that time 
besi^ed, blocked up, or invested. 

ABTICLE XVII. 

It is also agreed, that all goods, when once put on 
board the ships or vessels of either of the two con- 
tracting parties, shall be subject to no further visita- 
tion, but all viffltation or search shall be made before 
hand, and all prohibited goods shall be stopped on the 
spot before the same be put on board, unless there are 
manifest tokens or proofs of fraudulent practice; nor 
shall either the persons or goods of the citizens of the 
United States, or of the subjects of the king of Sweden, 
be put und^ any arrest, or molested by any other 
kind of embai^, for that cause; and only the citizen 
or subject of that state to whom the said goods have 
been or shall be prohibited, and who shall presume to 
sell or aUenate such sort of goods, shall be duly punished 
for the offence. 

ABTicu: xvm. 

The two contracting parties grant to each other the 
liberty of having, each in the ports of the other, consuls, 
vice consuls and commissaries of their own appointing, 
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whose functions shall be regulated by particular agree- 
ment whenever either party chuses to make such 
appointment.^ 

COMMISSION TO THE HONOURABLE B. FRANKLIN, ESQUIRE, 
FOE NEGOTIATING A TREATY OP AMITY AND COMMERCE 
WITH THE KING OF SWEDEN. 

The United States in Congress assembled — To all who 
shall see these presents, send greeting. 
It having been represented to Congrras by their 
minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles, that 
the king of Sweden has signified by his ambassador at 
that Court to our said minister his desire to enter into a 
treaty with the United States in Congress assembled; 
and we being willing to promote the same for estab- 
lishing harmony and good intercourse between the 
citizens of the United States and the subjects of the 
said king: — ^Know tb, therefore, That we, confid- 
ing in the integrity, prudence and ability of the hon- 
ourable Benjamin Franklin, esquire, have nominated, 
constituted and appointed, and by these presents do 
nominate, constitute and appoint the said Benjamin 
Franklin, our minister plenipotentiary, ^ving him fuU 
powers, general and special, to act in that quality, to 
confer, treat, agree and conclude with the person or 
persons vested with equal powers by the said king, of 
and concerning a treaty of amity and commerce be- 
tween the United States in Congress assembled, and 
the king of Sweden; and whatever shall be so agreed 
and concluded for us and in our name to sign and 
thereupon to make such treaty, conventions and agree- 
ments as he shall judge conformable to the ends we 
have in view, hereby promising in good faith that we 

' lluB report, in the writiog of a clerk, except as indicated, is in the Paptrt qf Ihe 
Continental Congrtu, No. 47, folio 28B. 
270S'~TOL SB— 14 11 
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will accept, ratify and execute whatever shall be 
agreed, concluded and signed by our said minister. 
And whereas it may so happen that our aforesaid m in- 
ister may die, or be otherwise incapacitated to execute 
this commission: We do, in that case, by these presents 
constitute and appomt the honourable John Adams 
our nunister plenipotentiary for the purpose aforesud; 
and in case of his death or incapacity, we appoint the 
honourable John Jay our minister plenipotentiary for 
the purpose aforesaid; and in case of his death or inca- 
pacity also, we do appoint the honourable Henry 
Lam^ns our minister plenipotentiary for the purpose 
aforesaid, with all the powers herein before del^ated to 
the honourable Benjamin Franklin. 
Id wifcn e oo wh ere of w e hav e c B u s od thc e o pw w opt B to b e aoled wi t h 



Don e at Pbil >4e lph » t hia 4»y-et i n t he je n r of ouf 

LoFd 17 8 — a n d in t h e y e» F e f o« f lod epe ac te po ei by the UniB e d 

In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents. Witness His Excellency John Hanson, 
Esq. President of the United States in Congress 
assembled, the twenty-eighth day of SeptembCT, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-two, and of our sovereignty and 
Independence the seventh.' 

INBTRUCTIONS TO THE HONOtTBABLE B. FRANKLIN, 
ESQUIBE. 

Sib, 
You are to n^ottate and conclude the proposed 
treaty of amity and commerce with the person or per^ 

I This report, in the writiiig of a clerk, of Charlea Thomson utd of G«otge Bond, ii 
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sons that shall be appointed by his Swedish Majesty at 
Paris, and not elsewhere, unless some other place should 
be fixed upon for negotiating a general peace; in which 
case you may n^otiate and conclude it at the same 
place. 

by the CitiBons and S ubjoete of tho oontftteting p ft rtie s within thoij 
W Bt ri et ioD of o otuftl pc a idonoo within tho Nation whore auob r»l 



As we shall be better able to judge by experience 
what commercial regulations will be most beneficial 
for the citizens and subjects of the contracting powers, 
it is our desire that the treaty be made for twelve years 
only. 

It is possible that the fourth article in the plan of a 

treaty may be objected to on the part of the kii^ of 

Sweden, as unequal, he having more ships of war than 

the United States, and not being engaged in any war 

which may render protection necessary to the ships of 

his subjects. He may also apprehend, that the giving 

protection to our vessels may involve him in a war with 

Great Britfun. To this it may be answered, that the 

fifteenth article is as unequally in favor of STroden, 

giving her the benefit of the carrying trade, wtdcb 

cannot be enjoyed by the citizens of the United States — 

Therefore the one ardcle may be set against the other. 

Noy do wo approhond thM i-t woo p dingto fc h e- l a w s of n a tion a the pi-O ' 

t e etion to be giyen to th e yo aa olo of the Uni t ed St a bo a o e nfomi ably-te 

the f e o rt h -ft rtw i o - oan - b e ft just o a nao of war on th e part i of Sw at 

But as the direct and essential object of the treaty is to 
obt^ the rect^nition of our Independency by another 
European power, you are instaiicted not to adhere to 
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the 4th article bo as to prevent the conclusion of the 
treaty. Upon the same principle you may also use 
your discretion in extending the tenn of the treaty to 
twenty years but no farther. 

You are also at liberty, in case it be found necessary, 
to recede from the stipulation proposed in the 9th article, 
that whatever shall be foimd laden by the Subjects and 
Inhabitants of either party on any Ship belonging to 
the Enemies of the other shall be subject to confiscation.^ 
Done in Congress at Philadelphia the twenty-eighth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-two and of our 
Sovereignty and Independence the Seventh. 
The Superintendant of Fioance to whom was referred the repreeen- 
tation of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey of the twenty 
fourth Instant begs leave to Report, 

That the Requisition of eight Millions for the Service of the current 
Year, including the Sums necessary for paying the Army, if that 
Requisition is complied with by the States the whole Army will be 
r^ularly and compleatly paid, avd partial Payments (always per- 
nicious) will be avoided. 

That the Situation of the Accounts between the several States and 
the United States, the common Assertion of each State that it has 
made Efforts beyond all Others (an Assertion which must be false as 
to Some) the baleful Effects of this Declaration in diminishing the 
Efforts of all, and the confusion which must ensue and be prolonged 
from the Existence of sucli Causes, demonstrate the Necessity of 
paying all Expences from one common Treasury and replenishing 
that Treasury by the common Contribution of all according to estab- 
lished Principles; So that in future all Accounts should be reduced 
to Demands for Money on one Side and Payments of it on the Other, 
That the Plans of an Administration on these just and simple 
Principles have been adopted by Congress, and by their constant 



> This report is in the Papvi of the Conlmentat Congreu, No. 47, folin 
Tlie last pftT^raph is in Jtunee Madison's writing, the otliera, except the first two, which 
are in the writing i>( » clerk, are in the writing of Arthur Lee. A copy is in Nii. 49, 
folio 97. 
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Care and Attoition are now carrying into Execution la such Manner 
as to promise beneficial Consequencea. 

That if these Flans are broken in upon and every .State again per- 
mitted to expend the Money of the Union according to their Pleasure, 
it will be imposfflble to conduct the ASaiiB of America either with 
Regularity or Economy. 

That it is therefore a Duty which Congress owe alike to the Interests 
of their Constituents and to their own Dignity (which cannot be 
wounded without wounding at the same Moment the Majesty of the 
People they represent) to take the most decisive Measures for pre- 
venting the further Progress of this Evil. 

TTie following resolution therefore is submitted : 

Whereas, the United States in Congress assembled have r6quire<.i 
the Sum of eight MilHon Dollars for the Service of the Year 1782, in 
which Service is included the Pay of the Army: And whereas the 
punctual Payment of the Quotas assigned to the several States would 
have prevented any just Complaints for the want of Pay and every 
Obstruction to the Service in the several public Departments, so that 
the Evils which have arisen or which may arise are entirely to be 
attributed to the very great Deficiency of the States in complying 
with the said Requisition; And whereas Congress have been informed 
that several of the said States, while they neglect the proper Supply 
of the pubhc Treasury have made Payments to the Troops levied in 
such State, whereby it happens that Murmur and Compliunt must 
arise in the Army very detrimental to the Service, because that equal 
Justice is not done to all, which it is the earnest De^re of Congress 
to render: And whereas such Payments must derange and finally 
overturn the Systems which have been adopted for adminifitering the 
public Revenue and performing the Business of the several Depart- 
ments, and must involve the sud Business in Confusion and finalty 
produce Contests Divisions and dangerous Animosities: for Preven- 
tion thereof, 

Resolved, That any Monies paid by any of the States to the Officers 
and SoldiCTS ci the American Army as pay for the year 1782 be con- 
sidered as a free Oift. That the same be not charged to such Officers 
and Soldiers in thwr Account of Pay, and that it be not credited to 
the State by whom it shall have been or shall be advanced. 

Resolved, That the States be required to make speedy Payment 
of their several Quotas into the public Treasury, that Congress may 
be thereby enabled to pay the Cffioers and Soldiers of the American 
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Army the whole Amount of their Pay for tbe present Tear before the 
expiration thereof. 

Office of Finance 27th Sept. 1782.* 



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30. 178a 

On a report from the Secretary at War, to whom was 
referred a letter of 24 from Captfun de la Plaigne: 

War Offiok, Sept. S8>^, 178S. 
Sm, 

I have made particular inquiry into the state of Captain La 
Plaigneura, and I think there cannot be a doubt but he was a Captain 
in thefirst Georgia Kegiment in tbe year 1777, that he has been absent 
about five years, been a prisoner, and has suffered as he represents, 
and that his distresses require immediate attention. From this 
view of the matter I should not hesitate to report in favor of a grant 
as pay, was there no danger from a precedent of this kind. He was 
sent abroad by the State of Georgia, and on their busineas without 
the knowledge of Congress, nor does he pretend that he so much as 
obtained leave of absence from the Commanding officer of the 
Southern Department. I am therefore of opinion, that at the time 
when he so accepted the employment of a particular State, that his 
pay as an officer of the United States should cease; 
but that in consideration of hia particular suffering, 
his present most pressing wants, his being a stranger in this part of 
the country and destitute of friends to ^ve him relief, and the great 
distance from Geor^, the place of his former remdence, he should 
receive some supplies. 

If Congress should be of opinion from the present view of the 

subject, that his pay should cease for the reasons offered, while he 

^^ was abroad, and that his present circumstances call 

for their ud, they will please to resolve, 

That the Secretary at War be directed to supply Capt. La Plaigneur, 
with the value of the sum of twenty pounds, in cloathing and the sum 
<tf thirty pounds in cash, for which the State of Georgia is to be 
acGoimtabie. 

> Thia report is in the Paper* 0/ th« CotUinmbil Omgreit, No. 137, I, folio 773. 
According to Ck>mmitt«e Books 186 and 191, it ma delivered September 27, and on 
September 2S committed to Mr. [Sunuel John] Atlee, Ur. [Jamw] Uadieon, and Ur. 
[Elite] Bondlnot. 
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If Cctngress should be of different sentiments and detennine that 
the United States are justly chargeable with his pay, during hia five 
years absence, and that he is now an officer in the Army of the United 
States they need take no resolution on the matter. I can in that 
case with propriety order Iiitti his pay, as has been ordered to other 
officers of the line of the Aimy.> 

Re»)lved, That the Secretary at War supply Captain de la 
Pbugne with the value of fifty-three dollars and one-third of 
a dollar in cloathii^; and with the sum of eighty dollars in 
cash, for which the State of Geoi^ia is to be accountable. 

War Offiob, j8S» SepUmher, 178S. 
Sm, 

On the 29 Ultimo I had the honor to lay before Congress the result 
of an inquiry made by hia Excellency the Governor of Connecticut, 
and the Council of Safety on the complaint of lieut. Col. C^ay, that 
lieut. Col. Huntington's Commission had an earlier date, than it 
ooght to have had by which means Lieut. Col. Gray was injured in 
his Kank. The Governor and Council are deddedly in opinion that 
lieut. Col. Huntington's Commission which bears date October 10, 
1778, ought not to have been issued until May 1779, for that he took 
the vacan<7 caused by the resignation of Lieut. Col. Idvingston 
iriiich they say did not happen until May 1779 though his request 
to resign was on the lO"* October 1778 yet that he drew pay in his 
lament until May following and that the General in answer to his 
request by his letter dated November 24, 1778, informed him that 
his resignation should be accepted, as soon as his accounts should be 
settled. His Excellency General Washington, in answer to these 
observations, says that the request of Lieut, Col. Livingston for 
leave to resign was made to him on the 10"" of October 1778 and that 
he declined accepting his resignation, until he should have procured 
vouchers that he had settled his accounts; but on finding Colonel 
Livingston took no steps to make the necessary settlement he was 
determined to take hia reeignalion and date it from the lO*" of October 
1778 the time the request was made; because he had never from that 
period returned to his duty, nor could any precise time but that be 
jGxed for so doing. The General farther observes that as soon as 
Lieut. Col. Huntington then Major Huntington was regularly 
informed that Lieut. Col. Livingston's resignation had been accepted 
' Thia Tsport ia in tlie Paper* of the ContintnUi Congrtu, No. 149, 1, folio 701. 
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on the lO*** of October 1778 he directed him to be struck oflf the rolb 
(the C!olonel was then a Priaooer of war) and his pay to be stopped from 
that time, and returned to the Paymaster Gener^ or auditors, which 
was done as appears by the certificate of M' Beers. 

The Generfd also obsOTves, that there were substantial reasons 
for affixing Livingston's resignation to the 10 October 1778, and 
if that period is now departed from it will affect the Commissions of 
a number of oflScers who date their rank from thence. 

When I laid before Congress the proceedings of the Governor and 
Council of Connecticut, I observed should Congress be of opinion that 
Lieut. Col. Huntington's commission bears an earlier date than it 
ought to bear, and that justice to other officers requires it to be 
rectified, they will please to resolve, 

As Lieut. Col. Huntington's Commission tlirough mistake bears 
date the 10"' of Oct. 1778, which ought to have been dated the first of 
May 1779, th&i it be called in and cancelled and that a Commission 
of Lieutenant Colonel issue to him bearing date the first day of May 
1779. 

Congress returned the papers with the following note: "referred 
back to the Secretary at War to take order". 

That all the light which could be had in the case might be obtained, 
I sent a copy of the papers to his Excellency General Washington 
who made the observations above recited, and sent them with a copy 
of a letter from Lieut. Col. Huntington to him on tbe subject. 

Aa this is now a matter in which is involved a question of a very 
considerable consequence between the United States and an indi- 
vidual State, viz. how far they have the controul of the rank of their 
own officers I cannot think myself competent to a decision, or that 
Congress could wish me to undertake it. Connecticut are clearly in 
opinion that Lieut. Col. Huntington's Commission ought not to bear 
date until May 1779, and the General as clear that it should be dated 
October 10 1778. 

I beg leave therefore to lay before Congress all the papers relative 
to this question of rank, and ask their particular directions on the 
subject.' 

Ordered, That a representation of Charles Young and Bertles Shee 
respecting a prize taken by the Brig Letitia and afterwards taken 
out of the possession of the Captors by the harbour master of 

' Thia report is in the Fapen of the Continental Control, No. 149, I, (olio 705. The 
indorsement ehowa that it was read on tbia day, and referred to Mr. [JoBcpb) Mon^ 
gomery, Hr. [Theodorick] Bland and Hr. [John] Rutlodge. 
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Basseterre in Christopher be r^erred to the Agent of Marine to re- 
port.* 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER i, 1783 

Mr. Richard Howell, having declined to accept the office 
of judge-advocate: 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for electing a judge- 
advocate.' 

A letter, of 30 of September, from Thomas Edison, was 
read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Superintendant of finance pay to the 
said Thomas Ediaon, in addition to what he lias already 
received, the sum of two hundred dollars in full for his 
services and all demands against the United States.* 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, 
Mr. [James] Madison and Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, to whom was 
referred a representation of the legislature of New Jersey, 
report, 

" That it appears from the said representation, that com- 
plaints have been made to the legislature of New Jersey, by 
the officers of the line of that State, of partial payments 
made by other states to the troops of their particular lines, 
and that it is proposed by the said legislature, unless meas- 
ures be taken by Congress for securing equal justice to the 
troops of New Jersey, to apply to their use a part of the taxes 

■ This ordei iru enteied only in the journ&l kept by the Secretary of Congreos for 
the Superintendent ol Fiuuice: UarritPapen, Congnuional Procadingi. 

On thie day, according to the indorsement, waa read a letter Irom General Washing- 
ton, dated Head Quarten, September 26, communicatiiig intelligence leccdved bom 
Gaiuda. It was referred to Mr. [Eliae] Boudinot, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Hugh] 
Williamson. It is in iba Papaiof the Ormtinmtal CongroM, No. 153, X, folia 743. 

Also . a letter of June 26 and 29 from the Marquis de Labyette to the Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs which was referred to Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [John] Rutledge, Mr. 
[Joeeph] Montgomery, Mr. [Jamea] Madison, Mr. paniel] Carroll. It ia in No. 156, 
folio 282. 

* Howell's letter, dated September 26, addressed to the Secret&ry at War. ig in the 
Papeno/Ae Conlinmtal CongretM, No. 78, XII, folio 245. 

■ Edison's letter is in the Papen of the CmUnmttai Congreu No. 78, VTII, folio 393. 
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required by and allotted for the disposition of the United 
States in O^ngress aaaembled : 

" That by the Articles of Confederation, all charges of war, 
and aH other expenoes incurred for the common defence or 
general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress 
assembled, are to be defrayed out of a common treasury) 
which shall be supplied by the several states, and the United 
States in Congress assembled are to ascertain the sums so 
to be supplied, and to appropriate and apply the same in 
defraying such expences: 

'"Riat in pursuance of this delegated power, Cot^ress did, 
in the month of November last, reqiiire of the several states 
their respective proportions of the sum of eight millions of 
dollars, for the service of the current year, in which service 
woB included the payment of the army, so that in case of 
compliance with the said requisition, the whole army will 
be regularly and duly paid : 

"That if therefore individiml states undertake, without 
the previous warrant of Congress, to dispense any part of 
moneys required for and appropriated to the payment of 
the army, or any other purposes of the union, the federal 
constitution must be so far infringed: 

"That such infractions ought the more to be guarded 
f^ainst, as they tend to subvert the plans which Congress 
have adopted and are now carrying into effect for a uniform 
and economical administration of the public revenue, as they 
must prolong the existence of unsettled accounts between 
the United States and individual states from which great 
inconveniences have been experienced, and as they cannot 
fail to produce ultimately discords, among the several states, 
and intermediate confusions and murmurs in the army;" 
Whereupon, 

Tbo ae ooP S idoF a tioDB hftTo B ueh weight with the Committo e-that 
tboy judged it egpodi e D t- fo f Con g ro a s - to rc a olvo 
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Resolved, That the le^slature of New Jersey be infonned, 
that Congress have adopted every means in their power for 
securing pa3anent of the arrears due to the army, prior to the 
first day of January last, and for the regular payment of the 
army in future, wMch they hope the several states will exert 
themselves to enable Congress to accomplish, and that Con- 
gress have discountenanced all partial payments of the 
army by particular states. 

Resolved, That no monejrs paid by any of the states to the 
officers and soldiers of the army of the United States, as pay 
for the year 17S2, be considered as advanced in behalf of the 
United States, and that the same be not credited to the State 
by which the advance shall have been made. 

Resolved, That the several states be required to make 
speedy payment of the respective quotas into the public 
treasiuy, that Congress may be thereby enabled to pay the 
officers and soldiers of the American army the amoimt of 
their pay for the present year.* 

The committee [Mr. George Cfymer, Mr. Jonathan Jacksoo, and Mr. 
Edward Telfair] to whom was recommitted the report on the letter 
of the Buperintendant of finance of the 23 July report, 

That having conferred with the superintendant of finance agree- 
able to the directions of Congress, they are of opinion that a sum 
certain should be allowed on the late'commissary General Trumbull's 
account in lieu of all commissions earned and of the ballancee of said 
account. They therefore offer the following resolution: 

That there be passed to the credit of the late commissaiy general 
Joseph Trumbull twenty nine thousand five hundred and five dollars 
and sixty ninetieths of a dollar, being ihe sum estimated to be due 
to him from the United States, and in lieu of the nommal ballance 
struck on the settlement of his account.' 

* Thii report, ia the nriting of Jamea Maduon, ig in the Papen of Oit Conlirttnlat 
Congreu, No. 20, 1, folio 303. 

* TioM leport, In tlie writiiig of George Cljrmer, is in the Papen of the Oontinental 
(%tvreu,No.I9,VI,f61io67. It is indorsed " 2d teport. R«ad 16 Sept., 1782. En- 
tered. Portponed." On October 1 it was referred, as the indorsement states, to 
UesvB. [Geo^] djmm, [Jonathan] Jackoon and [Hugh] Williamflon "to report vhat 
on due inqiiir7 they apprehend to be a proper and adequate compensation for the 
MTvices of Commiflsaiy Trumbull, the resolution of 31 March, I77B, notwithstanding, 
stating the facts npoo whidi they ground their opinion." See post, October 28. 



>, Google 



632 Journals of Congress 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER a, 178a 

According to order, Congress proceeded to the election of 
a judge-advocate; and, the ballots being taken, Lieutenant 
Thomas Edwards was elected, having been previously nomi- 
nated by Mr. [James] Duane. 

The ordinance for regulating the Post Office of the United 
States of America, being read a second time, and debated 
by paragraphs, 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the third 
reading. 

[Motion of M"" David Ramsay. Referred to the Secretary at War to 

report.] 

Resolved, That Commodore Gillon be permitted to enlist a number 

of the German Prisoners not exceeding WO 50 to be employed on 

board the Frigate South GaroliTia.' 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1783" 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. 
[John] Rutledge, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [James] 
Madison and Mr. [Daniel] CarroU, to whom were referred 
the notes of the communication made by the minister 
of France to a committee of Congress, on the 24th of 
September, brought in a report, which was agreed to as 
follows: 

That the minister plenipotentiary of his Most Christian 
Majesty be informed, that the communication made 
by the said minister on the 24th of September last, 

' Thifl motion, in the writing of David Ramsay, is in the Fapert of the CotUinfnlal 
Oongreu, No. 36, I, folio 3S9. The indorsement Bbows that it was made thia day. 

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read a letter uf Major General Greene. 
dated August 29, enclomng a report of Bri^dier General M. Gist. It is in No. 166, 
II, folio 627. 

Also, on this or an approxunate date, one dated August 2S from Major General 
Greene. It is on folio 51S. 

* The proreedin^s for this day were entered only in the manuscript SecretJoumal, 
Foreign Affairs, and in Secret Journal, No. 4. They are printed in the DipUmatir. 
Comtpondmce of the Ajntriean K^volation (Wharton), V, 782-796. 
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is considered by Congress as an additional proof of his 
Majesty's magnanimity, and has confirmed those senti- 
ments of affection and confidence which his wise, steady 
and liberal conduct in every stage of the war has so 
justly inspu^. 

That his Most Christian Majesty's declaration to the 
British minister at Paris, that he will neither treat nor 
terminate any negotiation unless the interests of his 
allies and friends shall be considered and determined, 
is entirely correspondent to the part which these 
United Stetes are resolved to take in any negotiation for 
peace. 

That Congress with the utmost satisfaction embrace 
this opportunity to renew their assi^ances, that in 
every event these United States will inviolably adhere 
to their alliance with his Most Christian Majesty, which 
they consider to be equally essential to their interest 
and their glory. 

That they will hearken to no propositions for peace 
which shall not be discussed in confidence and in con- 
cert with his Most Christian Majesty, agreeably to the 
declaration made to hts minister plenipotentiary on the 
31 day of May last. 

That upon this principle, Congress did not hesitate 
a moment to reject the proposition made by the British 
general and admiral, as commissioners of peace, for 
admitting Mr. Moi^n their secretary to an interview at 
Philadelphia. 

And, that they are resolved to prosecute the war with 
vigour until a general peace shall be obtained, in which 
their allies shall be comprehended. 

That Congress place the utmost confidence in his 
Majesty's assurances, that he will readily employ his 
good oflBces in support of the United States in all 
points relative to their prosperity; and considering the 
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territorial claims of these states as heretofore made, 
their participation of the fisheries, and of the &ee navi- 
gation of the Mississippi, not only as their indubitable 
rights, but as essential to their prosperity, they trust 
that his Majesty's efforts will be successfully employed 
to obtfun a sufficient provision and security for thoee 
rights. Nor can they re&ain from making known to 
his majesty, that any claim of restitution or compensa- 
tion for property confiscated in the several states will 
meet with insuperable obstacles, not only on account 
of the sovereignty of the individual states, by which 
such confiscations have been made, but of the wanton 
devastations which the citizens of these states have 
experienced from the enemy, and in many instances 
from the very persons in whose favour such claim may 
be urged. That Congress trust that the circumstances 
of the allies at the n^otiation for peace will be so pros- 
perous as to render these expectations consistent with 
the spirit of moderation recommended by his Majesty. 
When the last paragraph was under consideration, 
A motion was made by Mr. [John] Rutledge, seconded 
by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to insert after " territorial claims," 
these words "as stated in the instructions to their min- 
ister on the 13 August, 1779;" and on the question to 
agree to that amendment, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland — 



New Hampalare, 

Mr. Gilman, no } • 

MasaaehusetU, 
Mr. Osgood, no 1 

Jackson, no/^ 

Connecticvi, 
Mr. Huntington, aj i 
I>yer, ay J* 



New Yori, 
Mr. Duane, 

L'Hommedieu, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Bondinot, 
Condict, 
WithfiTBpoon, 
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Pennayhania, 






North OtmUmi, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Mr. Waiiamaon, 


V 


Smith, 


no 




Blount, 


ay 


Clymer, 






So»a OarMmi, 




Atlee, 


no 




Mr. Butlodge, 


ay 


MaryJand. 






Bamxty, 


ay 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 




Izard, 


ay 


CarroU, 


□0 




Gorrais, 


ay 


Wright, 


no °** 




Middloton, 


ay 


Hemsley, 


no 




ffeofVW, 




7»»«a, 






Mr. Jones, 


ay 


Ml. J. Jones, 


ay) 




Few, 


>y 


Madison, 


»y .„ 








Bland, 


ay "^ 








Leo, 


ay J 








So the quest 


on was 


Ids 


t. 





A motion was then made by Mr. [James] Duane, sec- 
conded by Mr. [John] Witherspoon, to transpose the 
clause, with an amendment, so as to read, "the terri- 
torial claims of these states, their participation of the 
fisheries, and of the &ee navigation of the Mississippi." 

A motion was made by Mr. [Turbett] Wright, sec- 
onded by Mr. W i tborep eea |Bilas] Condict, to amend the 
amendment by inserting the word "imited" before the 
word "states;" and on the question to agree to this 
amendment to the amendment, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland — 



Neva Hampahire, 




New Jersey, 




Mr. Oilman, 


ay)* 


Mr. Boudinot, 


ay 


Maaaachuaetta, 




Condict, 


ay ay 


Mr. Osgood, 


'^1., 




ay 


Jackson, 


ay)*^ 


Pennayhama, 




Omneetieat, 




Mr. Moni^mery, 


no] 


Mr. Huntington, 


noi 


Smith, 


V ar 


Dyer, 


no}"" 


Clynter, 


ay "y 


Nm York, 




Atiee, 


'y) 


Mr. Duane, 


ayi 








ayh^ 
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Haruland, 






Souih CaroliTM, 


Mr. Haoaon, 


ay 




Mr. RuUedge, 


Carroll, 


»r 




Ramsaj, 


Wright, 


*y 


*y 


Izud, 


Hemaley, 


*y 




Qeiraia, 


Virginia, 




iliddieton, 


Mr. J. Jonee, 


no 


Georgia, 


MadjsoQ, 


no 


Mr. N. W. Jonea 


Bland, 


no ""^ 


Few, 


Lee, 


no 










Mr. Willi&msotL, 


DO) 




Blouat, 




no 





So the question was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [John] Rutledge, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Arthur] Lee, to amend the amendment by 
inserting after the words "states," these words "in 
behalf of the United States;" and on the question to 
agree to this, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland— 



New Hampshire, 




Pennsylvania, 




Mr. Oilman, 


no}» 


Mr. Montgomery 


no 


Massachusetts, 




Smith, 


no 


Mr. Osgood, 


no) 


Clymer, 


no 


Jackson, 


no)"** 


Atlee, 


DO 


Connecticut, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Huntington, 


''y I ..- 


Mr. Haneon, 


no 


Dyer, 


ayr> 


CarroU, 


no 


NeiD York, 




Wright, 


no 


Mr. Duane, 


Z}^^- 


Hemsley, 


DO 


L'Honimedieu, 


Virginia, 




New Jersey, 




Mr. J. Jones, 


ay 


Mr. Boudinot, 


no 


Madison, 


no 


Condict, 


no BO 


Bland, 


ay 


Witherspoon, 


no 


Lee. 


fty 
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Odoiier, i?** 


North OanKm, 




6«>r;nil, 


Mr. WilBamson, 


Z]- 


Mr. N. W. Jones, 


Blount, 


F«w, 


SouA Carolina, 






Mr.Butledge, 


«y 






RamBftj, 


«7 






Izsrd, 


•y 


»y 




Gerrais, 


ay 






Middleton, 


•y 







So the question wajs lost. 

A motion was then made to amend the amendment, 
by inserting the words "as heretofore made," after the 
word "states," which was agreed to; and the amend- 
ment being then adopted, on the question to agree to 
the whole report as amended, it was resolved in the 
affinnative by the votes of teft nine states. 

Ordered, That the committee who brought in the 
report commimicate to the honourable the minister of 
Francie the above answer of Congress to bis communica- 
tions. 

Ordered, Tliat the Secretary for fore^ affairs trans- 
mit by the first opportunity a copy of the same to the 
ministers of these states at fore^ courts. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1783 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [James] 
Duane, Mx. [John] Rutledge, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. 
[James] Madison, and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to whom were 
referred despatches &om the Hon. J. Jay, of the 25 June, 
and from the Marquis de la Fayette, of the 25 and 29 of the 
same month. Congress agreed to the foUomng act:' 

Whereas by the Articles of Confederation and perpetual 
union, the sole and excludve right of making peace is vested 

* JtjiBltttm ^ prlat»i ia iba IHphmatk Corrupmuimet 0/ I^AmtrUanRnobiiiim 
(WhHtcm) V, 616; ud L«b7ett«'B lattar, of lune 20, on pcga 617. 
>TOB*— TOL 2S— 1«- ^13 
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in the United States in Congress assembled; and by the 
treaty of alliance between his Most Christian Majesty and 
these United States, it is declared that neither of the con- 
tracting parties shall conclude peace or truce with Great 
Britain without the consent of the other; and the ministers 
plenipotentiary of these United States in Europe are vested 
with full power and authority in their behalf, and in concert 
with their allies, to negotiate and conclude a general peace. 
Nevertheless it appears that the British coiirt still flatters 
itself with the vain hope of prevailing on the United States 
to agree to some terms of dependence upon Great Britain, 
or at least to a aepenXe peace; and there is reason to believe 
that commissioners may be sent to America to offer proposi- 
tions of that nature to the United States: or that eecxet emis- 
saries may be employed to delude and deceive. In order to 
extinguish ill founded hopes, to frustrate insidious attempts, 
and to manifest to the whole world the purity of the inten- 
tions and the fixed and unalterable determination of the 
United States: 

Resolved, unanimously, That Congress are uncerely desirous 
of tm honorable and permanent peace ; that aa the staeek only 
means of obtaining it, they will inviolably adhere to the 
treaty of alliance with his Most Christian Majesty, and con- 
clude neither a seperate peace or truce with Great Britain; 
that they will prosecute the war with vigor, until, by the bless- 
ing of God on the united arms, a gonoml peace shall be hap- 
pily offootod accomplished, by which the full and absolute 
sovere^ty and independence of these United States having 
been duly gooogniaod and ftoknowlodj geA assured, their rights 
and interests, as well as those of their allies shall be effect- 
ually provided for and secured. 

Bo b oItoA That Congress will not enter into the discussion 
of any overtures for pacification, but in confidence and in 
conc^ with bis Most Christian Majesty: 
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BooolTod That to guard against the secret artifices and 
machmations of the enemy, it be, and hereby is, recommended 
to the respective states, to be vigilant and active in detecting 
and seizing all British emissaries and spies, that they jnay 
be brought to condign punishment: that it be enjoined on 
all officers of departments chained with persons coming from 
the enemy under the protection of flags of fruce, to take special 
care that such persons do not abuse their privileges, but be 
restr^ned from all intercourse with the country and inhab- 
itants, which is not necessary for transacting the public 
bufflness on which they may be sent: and lastly, it is recom- 
mended thftfe none of tho flubjoota of his Britannio Mnjooty 
on any pgotopflo - bo poimMttod to booomo oitieono of tho 
Unitod S ttttoB during tho wag [to the several states that no 
subjects of his Britannic Majesty, coming directly or indi- 
rectly from any part of the British dominions, be admitted 
into tho ri g hto priTiie g o a-Jb o s- of oitigonobip of any of the 
United States during the war].^ 

Ordered, That the Honorable the minister plenipotentiary 

of France be furnished with a copy of the above act, and 

tiiat copies be transmitted to the ministers of these states at 

foreign com^, and that in the mean time it be published.' 

Ordered, That Mr. [Arthur] Lee have leave of absence. 

Ordered, That a memorial of Jos: Frost and t&r. Dsmiing's report 
thereon to be referred to the Commissioner appointed to settle the 
accounts between the United States and the State of Connecticut, 
be referred to the Superintendant of Finance. 

Ordered, That a report of the Secretary at War on Mr. [David] 
Bamsay'a motion be referred to the Superintendant of Finance and 
Secretly at War, to take order.* 

' Thii report, in the writiDg ot Junca Diune, except the pangnph in brackato, 
which ia in Junea Uadison'i vriting, ia in the Papen of tht Contmttital Congrtti, 
No. 10, II, folioa 246 and 247^. 

* To this pdnt the proceedings for the day were *Jw ent^ed in the Buniucript &eci«t 
Jonniftl, Foreign Afbun. 

*Theee two orders were entered only in the jonnul kept by the Secretary ot Oou- 
gTMi for the Superintendent of Finance: Mom* Papm, Cmfrtmonal Proewdtiv*. 
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The Cominittee of the Week IMr. William Hemaley, "hir. Thomas 
Smith, ib. Silas Condict] report. That the memorial of Jamea Lees 
late a Captain in the Artillery praying for the payment of £420.3.10. 
due to him for expences and also praying for the payment of the 
depreciation of his pay be referred to the Secretary at War.* 

The Committee of the Week [Mr. William Hemaley, Mr. Thomas 
Smith, Mr. Silas Condict] report, 'Hiat the memorial of Mordecai 
Sheftal, late Deputy Commissary General of Issuee in Georgia, 
Betting forth that the loss of Beveral of his official papers when he was 
made prisoner at Savannah makes it impossible for him to settle his 
accounts in the regular method and praying relief and also that a 
sum of money may be paid to him, be referred to the Superintendant 
of Finance.* 



[MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 178a] 

Tie Agent of Marine to whom was referred the reprasentatioQ of 
Charles Young and Bertles Shee be^ leave to Report, 

That the matters and things in the said representation contained 
being related to and connected with the general law of nations, and 
the particular treaty with His Most Christian Majesty as well the 
enquiry into the state of facte, as the proper proceediogs thereon 
when ascertained, appear to be peculiarly within the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

He therefore submits to the following resolution, 

Iliat the repreeentation of Charles Toung and Bertles Shee be 
rrferred to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs.* 

' Thifl report, in the writing of Thowaa Smith, ia in the Paptr* 0/ tht Continent^ 
Congreti, No. 32, folio 899. It is undiLted, but Committee Book No. 186 diowa that 
the memorial ma rafeirad to the Sectetftry ti War on thia day. 

* This report, in the writing of ThomM Smith, is ia the Fapen of the Cantmtnial 
CongrtM, No, 32, folio 401. The indoraement atatee that it va« pa»ed this day. 

A letter of August 26 from the Governor of Bouth Carolina waa nad this day, 
aocording to the indorsemeat. It ii in No. 72, folio 561. 

AIbo, a letter of August 12, from the Speaker of the Aeseinbly of Geoigia which 
was referred to Hi. poseph] Montgcanery, Hi. [Samuel] Osgood, Hr. [Daniel] Carroll. 
It is in No. 73, foUo 295. 

■ Thia report is in the Paperg oftkt Cantxnmbd Ctmfrm, No. 137, 1, folio 799. It was 
passed on this day the indorsement states. A copy of it is in No. 167, folio 149. Th« 
repreeentation of Young and Shee is in No. 1S7, folio 161. 

On October 7, according to the indorsement, was presented the memorial, undated, 
of Simon Uetc&lfe, of Miaaisqui, for himself and othei Proprietors, playing that 
provision may be inade>«t the negotiations of Peace that they may enjoy a free nee 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER g, 1783 

On the report of the Secretary at War, to whom was referred 
a memorial of Captain Phelps, of the invalid re^uient: 

Wab OmoB, October 7*, 1782. 
Sm, 

I am of opinion that Captain Phelps of the Invalid Corps maj with- 
out injury to the service be permitted to leave it, and that it is but 
a piece of justice due him to suffer him to retire agreeable to his 
request. If Congress should be of that sentiment they will please to 
roeolTd, 

Resolved, That Captain Seth Phelps have leave to retire 
from the invalid corps, and that in consideration of his long 
services, and the wound he has received, he be entitled to all 
the emoluments allowed to retiring officers under the resolu- 
tions of Congress of the 3d and 21 October, 1780.' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mr. [Theodorickj Bland, and Mr. [John] Rut- 
ledge, to whom was referred a report of the Secretary at 
War, relative to the rank of Lieutenant Colonels Huntington 
and Gray, of the Connecticut line: 

Ordered, That the papers be referred to the Commander in 
Chief, and that he summon a board of general officers and 
colonels, not being of the line of Connecticut, to adjust the 
rank of the claimants according to snob prinoiploo no ho i TO 
boon hogotofoi F O-ftdoptod in s imilof oo eee[principles of equity 
and the rules of promotion established in the army of the 
United States of America.] ' 

(rftheBiverSt LawroDce. It wu referred to Hr. [Jamee] Duane, Mr. [Jamea] Uuli- 
Bon, Mr. [Daiiiel] Carroll. The indorsement furOier atyv. "Report of tike Comiiiittee 
thatitbeltaiided to the Secretary for foreign affairs." It iain No. 42, V, folio 277. 

AIm, a letter dated October 7 from the Secretary at War, endomng a letter from 
General Washington to Sir Guy Carleton, on the subject of an advance for Ute sup- 
port of the British prisoners, was read on this day. ItlsinNo. 149, 1, folioTlB. 

I This report is in the Fapen qf tha Continental Congrat, No. 149, I, folio 709. 

> This r^iort, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, except the portion in brackets, 
which is in Joseph Montgomery's wiiUng, is in the Paptn ttftlu Continmtal Cangntt, 
No. 19, III, folio 221. 
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[Motion of M' Hugh WilUamson, referred to M' Hu^ VmHamscxi, 
M' Joseph Montgomery, M' Theodorick Bland.] 

That a Conunittee be appointed to consider whether the Officers 
and Troops belonging to the Line of some States in the TTnion may 
not be so affected by the Resolves of Aug! 7S respecting the Army 
as to injure the public service.' 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER lo, 178a 

iix. Jonathan Arnold, a del^ate for the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, attended, produced the 
credentials of his appointment, and took his seat. 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

This certifies that at the ABniversary Election of Officers, CSvil and 
Military, for the State af ores* held at Newport on the First Wednesday 
in May, A. D. 1782 the Honorable Jonathan Arnold Esq. was chosen 
a Del^ate to represent the said State in the Congress of the United 
States of America, for One Year and until another should appear to 
take his Seat. 

"Witness Henht Ward Seery* 

The grand conunittee, consisting of a member from each 
State, to whom was referred a motion that a requisition be 
made to each State to provide ways and means for the pay- 
ment of interest due on the liquidated debts, report, 

'This motionin the writing of Hugh WillutmBon, u in the Paptnoflht CorUmcnJoI 
Congreu, No. 36, 1, folio 407. The indoiBODeiit showB that it was oSered on Qkis dfty, 
»nd referred to Ur. [Hugh] mUiunaon, Hr. [Joseph] IfontgoiiMiy and Hr. [Theo- 
dorick] Blond, wad th>t th« report wu read October 28, and referred to the Secretary 
at War to report. 

On thia day, according to the indorsement, van read a memorial of the late iHiiing 
Commiaaiiea, dated Vwplank'i Point, September 27, 1782. It v*», on October 16: 
" Referred to the Superlntendant of finance bo far aa relatee to settlament of accounta 
and pay." It is in No. 42, IV, folio 62. Bee ■pott, October 24. 

Also, a. letter of September 10 from the Oovemor of North Carolina. It is in No. 72, 
folio 159. 

Abo, a letter of October 7, fnxm the Superinteitdent of Finance, as Agent of 
Marine, enclodng an exttact of a letter from Capt. Jones reepecting the Amtriea. It 
ia in No. 137, I, foUo 783. 

Also, another letter from him of the same date, enclosiog an exttact of a letter from 
Wm. C. Houston, Keceiver of Tazea for Nev Jeney. It ia on folio 791. 

' The original is in tbe Pap*n oftht Continental Confret», Bhode Island, CredtntiaU 
ofDtUgaUi. It was entered in No. 179, Rtcord of CrtJaUiait, and not in the JouinaL 
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That they have considered the motion referred to them, 
and are of opinion that it is not at present expedient for 
Congress to make such a requisition as is propped by the 
said motion : 

They have also reconsidered that part of their report which was 
recommitted to them and are of opinion that 391,362 
dollars for one year's half pay of reduced ofGceta he 
inserted in the estimate for the next year. 

On the question to agree to this part of the report, resolved 
m the affinuative. 

The committee having farther reported a resolution, which 
being amended to read, 

That Congress call upon the states of Rhode Island and 
Georgia for an immediate definitive answer whether they 
will comply with the recommendation of Coi^ress to vest 
them with power to levy a duty of five per cent, on all goods 
imported, and on prizes and prize goods.' 

' Tliifl leport, in the wiiUng of Jolm Bntledge, is ia the Pajta^ qf the Conlmental 
Oongrtui No. 2i, folio 3S7. Another report alao in Rutledge's vriting 'm on folio 36B 
and is ae follows: 

The Gnnd Oommittae report that they have considered the motion lefened to them 
on the and are of opinion that it ianotexpodientforCongreesat present to make 

Rich reqnisitiona on the sevenl States as are mentioned in the eaid motian and they 
ncotninend that the State of Rhode Island be called on for an immediate categorical 
anaver irhether they will comply with the recommendation of Congran to vest 'em 
with a power of levying a duty of 5 p cent on all imported goods and on all prizes and 
prize goods.— The Com* have also considered that part of their report which was 
recommitted to them ami are of opinion that as one year's half pay for reduced officns 
be inserted in the estimate of the next year's expence. 

The following ameadment, in the writing of Arthur Lee except the parts in brackets 
whidi are in that of John Rutledge, is on folio 363 and la marked No: 

That this Committee npon conodering tite t e qwia t i aa [motion] referred to them, 
are of opinion that it Is not [at pieaent] expedient for Congrees to make a requialion 
ti S -Ae i a w e rf t]M -fe( [ui s i t i e a -l e f- 1 ,000)000 Je llww a a^ t h at e f t h e-teeeMBw adati s B 
feiHtd nty e l t p ee n^ewitwpnT li M iia lll i ik iiiiii ii [on the States to provide ways and 
means for the payment of the interest due on the unliquidated debt.] 

The following amendment, in the writing of John Wltherspoon, except the part in 
brackets, which is in the writing of John Rutledge, is on folio 364. 

That Congress call upon the State of Rhode Island for an immediate and cat^oiical 
answer whether they will l a y * toi« ye»t [comply with the recommendation of laying 
a] duty of five per cent on imported articlee agreeably to the recommendation <d 

The following, in the writing of Joseph Montgomery, is on folio 366: 

That a requiation be made to each Slate to provide ways and means for the payment 
fd the interast due on public Squidated debts, as also the half pay due or that may be 
due to retiring officers. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by 
Mr. pTheodorick] Bland, to amend the proposition by adding, 
"and that it be recommended to these states who have 
passed acts adopting the said recommendation on certain 
conditions, to revise and amend eaid acts." 

And on the question to agree to the amendment, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 

Mr. Hanson, 



New Ham/pahire, 

Mr. GUman, 
MasstuSmaetts, 
Mr. O^ood, 
Jackson, 
Rhode Island, 
Mr. Howell, 
Arnold, 
Coimeetieat, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Dyer, 
New York, 
Mr. Duane, 

L'Hommedieu, 
New Jenejf, 
Mr. Condict, 

Witherapoon, 
Penngylvania, 
Mr. Mont^mery, 
Clymer, 
Atlee, 



no} * 



noi 

no r 



Carroll, 
Wright, 
Hemsley, 
Virginia, 
Mr. J. Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
North Carolina, 
Mr. Williamaon, 
Blount, 
South CaroUna, 
Mr. Rutledge, 
Ramsay, 
Izard, 
Gerrais, 
Middleton, 
Georgia, 
Mr. N. W. Jones, 



no [no 
ay I 



a7[ 

ay 

ay I 



ay}* 



So the amendment was lost. 

On the question to agree to the proposition of the grand 
committee, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David] 
Howell, 



New Eampahire, 
Mr. Gilman, 


«7>* 


Shade hland, 
Mr. Howell, 


no 


UisaachuaetU, 




Arnold, 


no 


Mr. Osgood, 
Jackson, 


Zh 


Connecticut, 
Mr. Huntington, 


•7 
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Nev> York, 




T^nii, 




Mr. Duane, 


Zh^ 


Mp. J. Jones, 


ay 


L'Honmiddiou 


Madison, 


ay 


New Jersey, 




Bland, 


ay 


Mr. Condict, 


'yu. 






Witherspoon, 


.y)"' 


Mr. Williamson, 


ay 






Blount, 


ay 


Mr. Montgomery, 


«y 


SouJJ CofoKno, 




Clymer, 


ay »y 


Mr. BuUedge, 


ay 


Atlee, 


«y 


Ramsay, 


ay 


Jforylofti. 




Izard, 


ay 


Mr. Hansoa 


ay 




Oervais, 


ay 


CarroU 


»y 




Ifiddleton, 


DO 


Wright 


»y 


ay 


Oeorgia, 




Hemalfi^, 


ay 




Mr.N.W.JoMS, 


no 



So it was reeolved ia the afBnnative.^ 



FRIDAY, OCTOBER ii, 17S3 

Pursuant to the resolution of the 27 of February last, the 
Superintendant of finance reports, that he has appointed 
Mr. Edward Fox, a commissioner for settling the accounta 
of the hospital department, desiring to be favoured with the 
orders of Congress if they should disapprove the appointment.^ 

1 On thii day, acconOng to the indonement, wu presented a memorial, from Chules 
Rielpa, of Ciunbeiland Co., in tlie New Hampdure Gianta, relative to diAnibaocM 
in Vermont. It was retecred to lb. poeepb] Uontgomery, l£r. fTheodorick] Bland, 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Eliphalst] Dyer, Ur. [John] Witherspoon. It is in the Fapen 
(^ fU CkmixaientaX Cmgrtu, No. 40, II, folio 330. Committee Book No. 1S6 ahom 
Oiat the letter of September IS from the Oovemor of Nev York to the delegates of 
that State, and a depodtion of Joel Bigalow relative to the same mibject, were also 
nterred to this committee. See ante, September 23, not«. 

Also, a letter of October 9 from the Superintendent of Finance, relative U> an offer 
(rf the Goremor ol Virginia to transfer to the Comdnent clothing porchaaed for that 
State and now in France. Itialn No. 137, 1, folio803, and, according to the indone- 
m«nt, was referred on this day to Mr. [I^vid] Ranuajr, Hr. [Samnel] Osgood and 
Ui. pt^ Taylor] Oilman. 

Also, a letter from Genetml Waahington, dated Head Quarters September 80, endoa- 
Ing copiea of cmeq>ondence with Sir Ou; Garleton. It Is in No. 162, X, folio 763. 

■This repeat la in the Pa]wrti><a«C^m<tMnaiZO>n(praM, No. 137, I, folio 817. 
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On the report of a committee, consisting of 'Mi. [Elias] 
Boudinot, Mi. [James] Duane and Mr. [Hugh] T^^llifunson, 
to whom were referred the letter of 26 September from the 
Commander in Chief, uid the letter of 1 - Oct . 21 September 
from General Sckuyler: 

Resolved, That the commiasionera of Indian affairs for the 
northern department, be instructed to avail themselves of 
the change of tempo* which is represented to prevail in the 
' tribes of Indians under their superintendance, 

And if tbo fl o tfibc e fl b a ll a ppe ft f to b e imppM s ed with a ju rt flanHC 
' of th e if t FC ft oboFy aixt atiooondiiot and a n < iQFae 8fe do a ifo to f e tum to 
thoi? du t y a nd rilegi a ao e - the Ba id oommiB H i e nep a - ftf o ftuthoFi a od to 
onooum g e -t h ^ to hope t o r fo fg iyemc M wi d pi ' otoo t i & nj 

And to devise and report to Congress the best means of 
securing the said tribes against the future intrigues of the 
enemy.' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mi-. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
to whom was referred a letter of 12 August last, from the 
speaker of the assembly of Georgia: 

Ordered, That a copy of the resolutions of the 9 of Septem- 
ber last, relative to the southern department, be transmitted 
to the governor of Georgia, and that he be informed Con- 
gress doubt not but protection and security will be given to 
the State of Georgia, by a proper execution of the said 
resolutions.* 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [John] 
'\^therspoon, iSi. [Joseph] Montgomray and Mr. [Hugh] 
'\^^iamson, appointed to prepare a recommendation to the 

> Thia report, in tha writing of JamM Diud«, iain thePii}wr«o/lA« Continental Cbn- 
grttt, No. ID, VI, folio 411. Schuyler's letter is In No. 1&3, III, folio 593. 

This leport, in the writing olJoaepb Uon^omery, ifl io ttie Pap<r« ^(ft« Ci(m(JR«tUiiI 
" 20, II, folio 446. 
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states, setting apart a day of thanksgiving and prayer, Con- 
gress agreed to the following act: 

It bong the indispensable duty of all nations, not only to offer up 
their supplications to Almighty Qod, t^e giver of all good, for b^ 
gracious aaoatance in the a time of pBWe distress, but also in a 
solemn and public manner to give him praise for his goodness in 
general, and especially for great and agnal interpotdtions of his 
Providence in tbor b^iaU; therefore, the United States in Congress 
assembled, taking into th^ consideration the many instances of 
divine goodness to these states, in the course of the importimt conflict 
in vhich they have been so long eng^ed; u»d the present happy 
and promising state of public affairs; and the events of the war in the 
course of the tast year now drawing to a close, particularly the hai^ 
mony of the public councils, which is so necessary to the success of 
the public cause; t^e perfect union and good understanding which 
has hitherto subusted between them and thdr allies, notwithstanding 
the artful and unwearied attempts of the common enemy to s ow dig ' 
B wai e o ' botwoen -t bgn divide ihean; the success of t^e arms of the 
United States and those of their allies, and the acknowledgment of 
their independence by another European power, whose friendship and 
commerce must be of great and lasting advantage to these states; 
and tho s uoaofl B o{ t hoii *» m»and tho s eof tbaiy alli es- in diffowat p a rt s 
do hereby recommend it to the inhabitants of these states in general, 
to observe, and poooDanend ife to the eieontivoa of request the several 
states to interpose thur authority in appointing and roqniging com- 
manding the observation of tbe - lnat Thuraday , » the 28 day of Novem- 
ber next, as a day of solemn thanksgiving to God for all bis mercies: 
and they do further recommend to all ranks, to testify their gratitude 
to God for bis goodness, by a cheerful obedience to hia laws, tind by 
promoting, each in his station, and by his influence, the practice of 
true and undefiled reli^on, which is the great foundation of public 
prosperity and national happiness. Given, Ac' 

'ThiBi^mr^ in the writiiig of John WittmBpoon, iiin QiePaptnt^Ai Conlineittai 
Congnu, No. 24, iblio 471. 
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MONDAY. OCTOBER 14. 1783 

Ihirsuant to the resolution of the 27 Febmaiy last, the 
Superintendant of fixumce reported Mr. Joeepb Bindon as 
the commia^oner for settling the accounts of the cioathing 
department, dearing the orders of Congress if they disap- 
prove the appointment.' 

A motion was made by Mi. [Arthur] Middleton, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Rutledge, 

" That Brigadier General Moultrie be promoted to the rank 
of a major-general, to take rank in the army as such from 
the 15th of September, 1780.'" 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by 
Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu, to amend the motion by inserting 
"James Clinton and," before "Moultrie."* 

An objection being made to this as being out of order, 

On the question, is the motion for amending in orderf the 
yeas and nays being required by ISx. [James] Duane, 



Mr. Gilman, 


m)' 


New Jeney, 
Mr. Boudinot, 


oy 


Miua(U^uusat8, 




Condiot, 


»r 


Mr. Osgood, 

JacksoQ, 


Z]^- 


WitheispooQ, 
Mr. Smith, 


no 


Mr. HoweU, 
Aroold, 


:;}-"- 


Clymer, 
Ddamife, 


«y 


Oonneetieui, 




Mr. WliflTton, 


V 


Mr. Huntington, 


n^}- 


Holland, 
Mr. Hanson, 


•7 


NmYorl, 




CmioU, 


•7 


Mr. Du&oe, 

L'Hommediea, 


Zh 


Wright, 
Hemsler, 


no 



1 Thi« raport is in tiie Papen tf At OmlinmAii Om^rvM, No. 1S7, I, folio SIS. 

* Thi< motioi), in the writiiig of ArUiur Middleton, IsinthePiifMraq^tAt Cbn{tn«n£aJ 
Conqrut, No. 36, 1, lolio 3S7. 

* The motion in favoi of Clinton in the writing of Bsim L'Honunediott is in tba 
Pap*r( t^Qtt CbiOifMiitai Cm^mt, No. 36, 1, folio 3H. 
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VirtMi, 




Soul* Oaroliw, 


lb. Jons, 


•J 


Mr. Rutledga, 


HBdison, 


ay ay 


Ramsay, 


Bland, 


no 


Izard, 


North Carolim,, 




Oelrais, 


Ur. Bloimt, 


ayl* 


liiddleton 
Oiorgia, 
Mr. Jonea, 



»y 
•y 

»y 

ay}** 

So the question was lost. 

A motion wae then made by Ab*. [Theodorick] Bland, sec- 
onded by }Sx. [Eliphalet] Dyer, 

That the motion of Mx, [Arthur] Middleton be referred to 
the Secretary at War. 

And on the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being requuwl by Mr. [Arthxir] Middleton, 



Htw Hampahirt, 




DttauMTe, 




Mr. Qilman. 


no}* 


Mr. Wharton, 


«y) 


Ma»aaehiuat$, 




Uwrylani, 




Mr. Osgood, 


no) 
no}-- 


Ur. Hanson, 


no 


Jackson, 


Carroll, 


no 


Rhode hJand, 




Wright, 


no 


Mr. HoweU, 


nol 


Hemsley, 


no 


Arnold, 


no)"" 


FAvwno, 




(hrmecticiU, 




Mr. J. Jonea, 


no; 
^7: 




'^l.v 


Bland, 


Dyer, 


ay)*'^ 


North Carolina, 




New York, 




Mr. Blount, 


no} 


Ur.Duane, 


nol 
no}- 






L'Hommedieu, 


Mr. Rutledgo, 


no 


New Jersey, 




Ramaay, 


DO 


Mr. Boudinot, 


no 


Izard, 


no 


Condict, 


no no 


GerraiB, 


no 


WitherspoOQ, 


«y 


Middleton, 


no 


Pmneylvania, 








Mr. Smith, 
Clymer, 


no}*^- 






So the question was lost. 






'The vote n 


~«>t««llitl 


laAoinalbrOnvBosd. 
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After farther debate, an adjournment was called for and 
agreed to. 

The Committee to whom were referred the letter from the Secty 
at Wax of Sept. 6^, 1782, together with all the papeis relative to 
promotions &c — beg leave to report, 

That it appeals to them that the most general principle or rule 
of promotion of Colonels to Brigadiats and of Brigadiers to the Rank 
of Major Generals which Congress seems to have adopted is that of 
apportioning those officers to the number of troops which the States, 
to which they respectively belong, have in the field. 

That the resoluticms of Congress of the 7*^ day of August last has 
established this as a fixed principle, not to be deviated from but in 
cases where signal merit or services shall in the opinion of Congress 
render such deviation proper — Iliat your Committee cannot but 
approve this principle as the most equitable gemeral rule that the 
nature of the composition of the Army of the United States will 
admit of, as well as the most conducive to the good of the service, 
for altho' it bears hard on some meritorious individuals, whose 
State lines have been from various inevitable causes so reduced as 
to render the offioera necessary to command very disproportionate 
to the non commissioned officers and privates at one time, yet a 
future day may produce an alteration in favor of such officers and 
against those lines which from t^e fortune of war now enjoy the 
advantage. 

Your Committee therefore having conferred with the Secretary 
at War on the returns of the Army, and the proportion of General 
Officers wanting in the respective States to conunand their quota 
of troops, are of opinion from his information that there are at this 
time only two Brigadiers wanting in the line of the State of Massa- 
chusetts and one Brigadier in the line of the Stato of Connecticut, 
and therefore submit the following resolve. 

Besolved, That Friday next be appointed for ohoosing two Briga- 
diers for the line of the Stato of Maasachusetts and one Brigadier 
for the line of the State of Connecticut. 

Ret<^ved, That Congress do not deem it necessary or consistent 
with the rule established for the promotion of Colonels to the rank 
of Brigadiers, or of Brigadiers to the rank of Major Generals at this 
time to promote a Colonel or Brigadier in the line of New York, 
South Carolina, or Georgia; but that when the numbers of the troops 
of those States or any other in the same predicament shall render 
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it necessary to mcrease the number of General Officers, tlie several 
officers claiming such piomotiona will have their ranks in the Aimj 
preserved inviolate with respect to such aa may have been promoted 
from Junior CommissionB, on account of the necessity of apportioning 
the number of General Officers to the troops of their respective 
lines.* 

Remlved, That Brigadiers to be app<anted be taken from the eldest 
Coltmels and Majors General from the eldest Brigsdiers in the line of 
the Army, except where promotions are made for special merit, and 
in such case, those who are of older standing in the line of the Anny, 
than the officers so promoted, shsU be also promoted and take rank 
of them, provided that where they can have no command as Briga- 
diers they may either at t^eir option hold the Command of thdr 
Rc^ments with the rank of Brigadiers or be considered ss retiring 
officers and entitled to the pay and emoluments of retiring Colonels, 
liable however to be called into service, when the command of a 
Brigade shall offer, and that this rule extend to all promotions which 
have taken place since 19 Jany. last.* 

I Thia repoH Is in the PaptrtefAt Cotdxittniid Congrm, No. 149, 1, folio 633. Com- 
mittee Book No. 191 showB that it waa delivered September 12. Committee Book 
No. 186 ■howB that on September 6, the letter of same date from the Secretary at 
War waa referred to Mr. [Theodorick] Bland Mr. [Bzekiel] Cornell and Mr. [Joseph] 
Uontgomery, "with letters nom Col. Shepard of the Maanchusetts line and from 
brig. gen. Jamea Clinton, relative to promotuna, together with all the papera lelative 
to pnmotiona which were referred to the Committee of 6 of 25 June Uat which ii 
diacharged from ao much of the buaineeB referred to them." 

*Tbia motion, in the writing of John Rutledge, ia in the Papvi of the CorMnental 
Congreu, No. 14S, I, folio 647. According to Committee Book No. ISfl, it waa referred, 
on October 11, to the Secretary at War, together with the report of the committee on 
piomotiona, "alao the reeolution of 25 May, 1781, whidt waa repealed 19 Jan^, 1782. 
To conmilt the Com! in Chief and repeat the meet eligible mode of promotion from the 
Tank of colonela upwards." 

The following draft of a report, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, and undated. Is 
hi No. 149, 1, folio 64fi: 

The Committee to whom waa recommitted the report on promotioDa, together wititi 
the motion of M' Itutledge, Report, 

That it appears to thraa that the most general principle o r ml e-ei ' pw^a M ea which 
CongreaB haa adopted ia that of apportbning the officera to the number of Troops 
whidt the Statea to which they respectively belong, have in the field . 

That the reeolution of Congress of the Seventh o( August last haa established this 
SB a fixed principle for liniiting promotions aa far u Regimental rank reachee, not to 
be deviated from except in cases where idgnal merit or services shall in the opinion of 
Congress render such deviation proper. That your Conmiittee cannot but approve 
this aa the beat general principle that the nature of the composition of the Army of 
the tTnited Btatea will admit of, for altho' tt may fM a time bear hard on some merito- 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15. 1783 

On motion of Mr. [John] Wltherspoon, seconded by Mr. 
[Turbett] Wright, 

Ordered, That the committee to whom were referred the 
letter of 19 August last from the Commander in Chief, and 
the proceedingB of the British court-martial on the trial of 
Lippencut, for the murder of Captain || Joshua || Huddy, 

rioua individiula, wliase State Uhm h&ve been or ma.j be from varimia inevitabla 
CftUBea BO reduced as to render Uie officers neceasar^r to cranmand ver^ disproportionate 
to tile Don commissioned officer! and privates at one time. Yet a future day may 
produce an alteration in favor of sucli officer*. 

Your Committee therefore having conferred with tb« Secretary at War, on the pro- 
portion of Qenend Officers wantiog in the reapective Btatea to command their quota 
of troops, and having examined Qie returns in the war office find, that there are at 
lliis time only three general afflcers wanting in the Army of the United States in addi- 
tion to those already appointed, via. two Brigadiers in Qie line of the State of Uana- 
chueetts, and one Brigadier in the Line of the State of Connecticut, whereupon your 
Committee nubmit the following resolution. 

Retolved, Ttut next be api>ointed for choodng two Brigadiers for the line 

of the State of Hanachueetta and one Brigadier tor the line of the State of Connecticut. 

Xaolvtd, That all Brigadier Generals and Colonels who may suppose their rank 
affected by the operation of the foregoing resolution shall be permitted to retire on 
the emoluments of Colonels retiring under the Resolutions of the 3'* and 21** of Octoba 
1780; provided nevertheless that they shall be liable to be called into service, when 
Congiew or the Commancler in Chief may think proper so that the obstacles to theiz 
promotion shaU have been lemoved and thdr tanks can be established consistently 
with the prindples laid down by Congrew in their resolutions of the T*^ August, 1782. 

The following undated motion. In the writing of Richard Peten, Is in No. 86, II, 
folio 87: 

Thftt the G<»nmaikder in Chief and Oommonding Officer of the Southern Army be 
directed to inform Oongress of the Number of Brigadiers necessary to command 
Brigades foe the ensuing Campaign, and also the Names and Dates of CommiKons 
of the Senior Officers in the Lines wherein Brigadiers are wanting, to the End that 
Congress may make such appointmente as to them shall seem expedient. 

And the following, abo undated, in the writing of Alexander Hamilton, ison folio 91: 

That the Secretary at War report to Congress on Etiday next the number of addi- 
tional promotions of Brigadiers requisite to the service of the ouning Campaign; 
and the names and dates of Commissions of such Colonels and Lt. Colonels Comman- 
dantas stand next in order of promotion; and that Congran then iKoceed to the elec- 
tion of the necenary Brigydien. 
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report on Thursday next, and that the report be on that day 
taken into consideration.* 

Htc. [Arthur] Middleton renewed his motion made yes- 
terday, 

That Brigadier General Moultrie be promoted to the rank 
of major-general, to take rank in the army as such from the 
15 of September, 1780. 

A motion was made by Mr. fTheodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. p!Hn*bett] Wright, to strike out the words "to take 
rank in the army as such from tlie 15th of September, 1780." 

And on the question, shall those words stand? the yeas and 
nays being required by Sb. [Turbett] Wright, 



New Sampghm, 




NeiD Jeney, 




Mr. Gilman, 


no)« 


Ur. Boudinot, 


no 


Maaaachmetia, 




Condict, 


no 


Mr. Osgood, 


Zh 


VTitherepoon, 


DO 


Jackson, 






Bhode lilmi, 




Mr. Smith, 


Z] 


Mr. Howell, 


DOl 


Clymer, 


Arnold, 


noP^ 


Pdo«w«, 








Mr. Wharton, 


no) 


Mr. Himtiiigtoii, 


no)"" 


Maryland, 




Dyer, 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 


Nm, York, 




CarroU, 


no 


Mr. Dunne, 


•yi„ 


Wright, 


no 


L'Honmiedieu, 


>y)'^ 


Hemsley, 


ay 



Qie writing of Theodorick 



Footnote — Contiiiued . 

Tha followlsg, tito undated, U on folio 93. It is ii 
Bland: 

HoTed bjr Hr. [Theodorick] Bluid, 2d Mr. [Joaeidi] Jones, to pootpone motlm 
nor before the hotue to consider the foUoving motion: 

Bttolvtd, That the Secretary of War report to Congress the most equitable and 
proper manner to reward the Merits of such Colonels in the Army of the United Statea 
by promotion to the Rajik of Brigadiers as shall be most c<niducive to the good of the 
wrvice of these Statea and not Injurious to the Bonk of Individuals or the Rights 
of the States. 

* According to the indorsement on the letter Ur. [John] \ntha«pooa and Ux. [Tnr- 
bett] Wright were this day added to tbe aHDmittee. Bee ante Auguat 2S. 
STOI'— TOL ss— 14 ^la 
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TirgiMi, 




Sma Cardlana, 




Mr. ]I«jiK>D, 


::}-■» 


Mr. Butledge, 


•y 


Blud, 


BamMy, 


«T 


Hortk CmUm, 




Iitrd, 


ay 


Mr. WiffianMOll, 


:;}-■ 


Qtrraia, 


»y 


Blount, 


Middleton, 


•7 



So it passed in the D^ative, and the words were struck out. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded 
by Bfr. [John] Rutledge, that the motion be postponed, in 
ord» to make way for a previous motion, that Brigadier- 
General James Clinton be promoted to the nmk of major 
General. 

And on the question to postpone, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [James] Duane, 



Hew Bam/fAvrt, 




Ddamm, 






Mr. Qi]maD, 


no}* 


Mr. Wharton, 


uo)« 


MutcAtuaU, 




Marylaai, 




Hr. Osgood, 


noi 
noH 


Mr. Hanson, 


ay 




Jackson, 


CarroU, 


ay 




Shoii Mavd, 




Wright, 


ay 


ay 


Mr.Howdl, 


noi 
no}™ 


Hemsley, 


•y 




Arnold, 


Firjimo, 




CmntOxetU, 




Mr. Madiaon, 


Zh 


Mr. Huntinston, 


Z}'^ 


Bland, 


Dyer, 


JVorti Oaroliaa, 




KoD YoA, 




Mr. WilliamBon, 


:;h' 


Mr. Duane, 


Z}'^ 


Blount, 


L'HonimodiBu, 


Soldi CaroliiM, 




New Jeneff, 




Mr. RuUedge, 


ay 


iSr. Boudinot, 


«7 


Bamaay, 


ay 


Condict, 


no no 


Iiaid, 


ay ay 


^tlieispoon, 


no 


QorvaU, 


ay 


Permaylvama, 




Middlaton, 


ay 


Ur. Smith, 


Z}^- 






Clymer, 









So the question was lost. 
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A motion waa then made by Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer, seconded 
by Mr. [David] Howell, that the consideration of the motion 
be postponed mitil Congress shall first determine whether 
considering the present state of the army, and the number 
of troops of which it consists, and the number of major- 
generals now in command, it is necessary at present to aug- 
ment the nmnber of major generals.' 

And on the question for postponing, the yeas and Days 
being required by Mr. [Silas] Condict, 



New Hampshire, 




Ddawart, 




Mr. Oihnan, 


«y)' 


Mr. Wharton, 


•y) 


MaaaaehuaOU, 




U«il««i, 




Mr. Osgood, 


nol 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 


Jackson, 


no)-" 


Canoa, 


■no 


Rhode hlamd, 




Wright, 


•y 


Mr. HoweU, 


Zh 


Hemsley, 


no 


Arnold, 


Fwyrnio, 




ConiMcHeat, 




Mr. Madison, 


not 
no] 


Mr. Huntington, 


'yl„ 


Bland, 


Dyer, 


.y)"'^ 


JVorti CoroJino, 




New York. 






;::} 


Mr. Duane, 


"}-• 


Blount, 


I/Hommedieu, 






NtwJeraey, 




Mr. Rntledge, 


no 


Mr. Boudinot, 


no 


Ramsay, 


no 


Condict, 


ay no 


Izard, 


no 


Witiwrapoon, 


no 


Qervais, 


no 






Middloton, 


no 


Mr. Smith, 


noi 
no}™ 






Clyiner, 







So it passed in the negative. 

I nds motkm, in th« wiitmg of Eliphalot Dyw, ii in the Paptn tf Oie QfoHnmlal 
Oongrm, Mo. 36, 1, lolio 3H. 
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On the question to agree to the motion as amended, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, 



New Ham-palnre, 




Ddavxirt, 




Mr. Oilman, 


no}* 


Ml. Wharton, 


no 






lli^Vmd, 




Mr. Osgood, 


%h 


Mr. Hanson, 


ay 


Jackson,. 


CanoU, 


ay 


BkodelSamd, 




Wright, 


no 


Mr. HowflU, 


noi 
no)"" 


Hemsiey, 


ay 


Arnold, 


Y<Tgim>, 




ConructiaU, 




Mr.Madiaon, 


ay 


Mr. Huntington, 


noi 


Bland, 


ay 


Dyer, 


NoHh CarrAvMi, 




Nm>York, 






ay 


Mr. Thmnn 


noi 
no)™ 


Blount, 


ay 


L'Hommedieu, 


SouiA CardifM, 




Ntw Jersey, 




Mr. Butledge, 


ay 


Mr. Boudinot, 


•y 


Ranuaj, 


ay 


Condict, 


no ay 


Isard, ■ 


ay 


Withenpoon, 


•y 


Qerrais, 


ay 


Penneylvama, 




Mid<Ueton, 


ay 


Mr. Smith, 


ZV^ 






CJlymer, 







So it was 

Resolved, That Brigadier-General Moultrie be promoted 
to the rank of a major general. 

The Committee of the Week \iSx. ^Uiam Blount, Mr. Samuel John 
Atlee, Mr. Benjamin Huntington,] report. That the memorial of David 
Hamilton, ship carpenter of Charlestown, South Carolina, setting 
forth, that in the year 1779, he did Beveral pieces of work on board 
the Continental frigates in that harbour for which he obtained a 
certificate from M? Abraham LiTingston then Contiaental Agent, be 
referred to the Agent of Marine. 

And that the other part of hia memorial relating to a quantity of 
lumber by him furnished a quarter-master for the use of the Army 
in the year 17S0, be referred to the Superinteudant of Finance. 
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ThtA tlie memorial of Robert PattoD, praTing to be reimbursed a 
small expence neceasarily incurred in procming wood for Congreea 
be referred to tbe Superintendant of Finance to take order.' 

Hie Committee of the Week, [Mr. David Bamsay, Mr. Kalph Izard, 
Mr. John Taylor Gilman] Report, Tk&t the petition of David Ree3 
of the State of Georgia, deputy Judge Advocate, praying for an aOow- 
ance of two or three montha pay be referred to the Secretary at War 
to report thereon.* 

[Motion of iP James Duane, referred to M' Eliae Boudinot, M' John 

Rutledge, M' Joseph Montgomery.] 

Re&oleed, Hiat the Commander in Chief be informed that Congress 
see no reason to deviate from their act of respecting a gen- 

eral and national Cartel for exchange of Priaonets, and cannot there- 
fore authorize any partial exchange.* 

Ordered, Th&t so much of the memorial of the late Issuing Com- 
missaries 80 far as relates to the settlement of their accounts and 
payment of the balances due to them be referred to the Su erin- 
tendent of Finance.* 

> This report, in th« writiiig of ^lliun Blonnt, ia in Om Paptn of tii« Contbuntal 
Congreu, No. 32, foHo 406. Tbe isdoraetnent statea ttwt it wu puaed this day. 
Committee Book No. 186 itatea that Hkmilton'fl memorial wm refened to the Agent 
of Harine tnd the Sopwintendent <d Finance. 

* This leport, in the writing of Da^id Haxomf, if in flie Paptn of At ConOnmiiil 
Oongrtu, No. 32, foHo 403. The indonement statea that it waa paned this day. 
Bmb's petition, dated Fhiladelpbta, September IB, is in No. 43, TI, folio 463. 

* Tiaa motion, in die vritiiig of Jamee Duane, ij in the Papv»of&t OonlfnaUal CbK- 
grmi. No. 36, 1, faho 403. It was oflwed on this day aa the indonement Aam*. 

* nda vdv waa entered only in the journal kept by tlie Seoetary of Oongraaa foe 
tbe Bnpecintendent of Finance: Mama Papen, Qmgrttnonal Pneeedmg: 

On thia day, according to Committee Book No. 186, a lettet, dated October 14, 
Irom the Secretary at War, relative to the pay of the army and to the caae of Captain 
AflgiU, waa referred to Hr. [Theodorick] Bland, Hr. [Daniel] Carroll, Hr. [Samuel] 
Oqgood, "except what relates to Aapl.'* Leave of absence waa granted to virit the 
Commander in Chief . Iliia letter lain the Poptrtt/ticOmJMmtal Cbi^inM, No. 14D, 
n,fidk>SS. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER i6, 178a 

On the report of a committee, coDsusting of 'Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, and Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, 
to whom was referred a letter of 14, from the Secretary 
at War: 

Resolved, That commisdons issue immediately to all o£5cer8 
of the army of the United States, who were actually ap- 
pointed by their respective states and can produce certifi- 
cates of such appointments prior to the passing of the resolu- 
tion of the 11th of July last.' 

With reapect to the pay of th« aimj meatioDed in the letter of the 
Secretary of War of the day of your Committee [Mr. 

mieodorick Blaad, ib. Daniel Carrol), Mr. Samuel Osgood] Report, 

That Congress having on the day of 1781 made a 

requisition on the States for 8 millions of dollars in which was com- 
prehended the estimate for the pay of the anuy, and having declared 
by their act of the 1** of Oct. 1782 that no monies paid by any of the 
States to the officers and soldiers of the anny of the United States as 
pay for the year 1 782 be considered as advanced la behalf of the United 
States and that the same be not credited to the State by which the 
advance shall have been made and ve^tiest require by the same act 
that speedy payment be made of the respective quotas into the public 
treasury, that Congress might be thereby enabled to pay the officers 
and soldiers of the American army the amount of their pay for the 
present year — and having been informed by the Superintuidant of 
finance, that he has taken every step in his power, on the basis of 
those resolutions to obtain a speedy compliance therewith and like- 
wise measures to draw supphes from suoh other sources as may be 
most immediately productive for relief to the army in point of pay. 

Your Committee are of opinion that Congress can adopt no plan 
which can assure so much success as those above meDtioned.* 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
grand committee, consisting of a member from each State, 

■ Thia nport, in the writiiig of Samuel Oogood, ia in the Paptn e^ tht CotUmental 
Cmgrtm, No. 27, folio 196. 

■ Thia Kpcirt, in the writiBg of Theodorick BUnd, 1« in the Paper* q^ tA< Omttfwntol 
Oongn**, No. 21, Iblio 301. The indorsement Hyi it wu negatived on tbia date. 
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which was agreed to as follows, ten states being represented 
and assenting to the same: 

Tha Grand Committee report Uie following eetimate of the sum 
neceesary for the service of ^le year 1783, Tiz. for — 

2, 609, 320 

Pay of the Army 0^ B IT) O M DoUan 

Hospital Department, 103, 177 

QnaJ* Master General 718,500 

Clothier General 200,000 

O e mmia ea Ty G l wi e »l foF Mil^. Stores 49,891 

Rations 1,281,174 

CSril and Military Staff 304,448 

Marine. 300,000 

Ono y ea rt h a lf p a y of i^iw>d offieew 8 t>l| -8M 

Civil List 181,214 

Contingencies «4^438 

262, 277 



Total 6,000,000 

Yd* tiio h a lf pay eflt aMigbmen ^ ieFoi ifr y ea w ppoviaion 1 
foF offi ee w p e tiFOd from ae wi ee uad e f w B olntioH e f [ recommitted 

C e i^fC Ba a llowing th e m h a lf - p a y SMr^wj 

And your Committee recommend that Congress make a requisition 
from the several States of 2,800,000 dollars in such Quotas as Con- 
gress may assign to them respectively as a part of the sum neceesaiy 
for the service of the next year in expectaticai that the remainder 
may he procured on loan.' 

That the estimate for the service of the year 1783, be as 
follows: 



For the pay of the amy, 


|2,fl09,S20 


CWil and mmtaiy BlalT, 


»S04,«7 


Ho>pital department, 


103,177 


Ibrine, 


300^000 




716,600 


Civil Hat, 


1S1,214 


ClotfhieK«enenJ, do. 


S00,000 




262,277 


For military Btoree, 


49,891 







Amounting in the whole to inz nullions of dollars. 

' The nport, in the wiitfng of John Ratledge \b 
ConfFat, No. 26, folio aS7. Acopy with the: 
the copy uaed h«9». 
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Resolved, That & requisition be made from the several 

states of two million dollars, in such quotas as Congress 
may assign to them respectively, as a part of the sum neces- 
sary for the service of the next year; and that any farther 
requisition be suspended imtil the result of the measures 
taken by Congress for obtaining loans shall be known. 

On the report of a committee, conosting of Mr. [Elias] 
Boudinot, Mr. [John] Rutledge and Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, 
to whom was referred a letter of 10, from the Secretary at 
War, tc^ether with a letter from the Commander in Chief 
and the report of the commisaoners appointed by him to 
n^otiate a general cartel:' 

That tlie Commissioners appointed by his Excellency General 
Waahii^ton for settling a General Cartel met the British Commission- 
era appointed by Sir Guy Carleton and Admiral Digby at Tappan 
on the 25 September last; but on an interchange of Powers, it 
appeared tiiat the British Commissoners were not authorised to 
settle or agree to any cartel, which should bind the British Nation, 
and could proceed no farther than the personal authority of their 
constituenta would warrant. 

That the settlement of past accounts for subsistence of prisoners 
of war and provision for their future support were entirely kept out 
of sight by the Commissions with which they were invested, where- 
fore the American Commissioners refused to proceed to business, 
having decently remonstrated against the neglect on the part of the 
British, of making the necessary provision for t^e future subsistence 
of their soldiers prisoners of war with us, and stating that there were 
loige sums of money due as a balance on these accounts, satisfaction 
for which the said Commissioners claimed and required in behalf of 
these States and declaring that on failure thereof. Congress would be 
compelled to take measures however disagreeable, for diminishing a 
burthen which has become intolerable. 

Your Committee having fully considered tiie progress of tim 
business recommend the f<Jlowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That Congress do approve of the conduct of the 
commissioners appointed by the Commander in Chief to 
settle a general cartel, with the British commissioners ap- 

* From this pomt the entriM ia tbe JoanuJ us by QwxgB Bond. 
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pointed by Sir Guy Carleton and Rear Admiral Digby, met 
at Tappan, on the 25th of Septemb^ last. 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War do immediately take 
order for reducing in the most effectual manner, the present 
intoloH t blo very heavy expence attending the subsistance of 
British prisoners of war in possession of these United States, 
80 as the same be compatible with the health of such pris- 
oners. 

Resolved, That Congress will not go into any partial 
exchanges of prisoners of war in future, but will t^e the 
most effectual measures in their power, for the safe keeping 
of all prisoners of war, until a general cartel on liberal and 
national principles be agreed to and established. 

And jour Committee having considered Uie other papers referred 
to them recommend the following resolutions thereon: 

Resi^Ked, That tlie Commander in Chief be instructed to confirm 
the late exchanges of Lord Comwallis's faioilj (made 
by the Marquis La Fayette in France witb the appro- 
bation of I> Franklin) on receiving an adequate compensation 
therefor by the liberation of our officers of equal rank. 

Resolved, That the Commands in Chief be instructed to 
accede to the propositions of General Sir Guy Carleton, " for 
the mutual liberation of all clergymen, physicians, sui^eons 
and apothecaries, and to prevent their being hereafter con- 
udered aa prisoners of war," in the first general cartel that 
shall be settled under his direction.' 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 178a 

According to order, the committee, conaistii^ of Mr. [John] 
Rutledge, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [James] Duane and 
Mr. [Turbett] Wright, to whom were referred the letter of 

■ Tbia report, in the writing of EUu Boudinot, u in the Pap«r* of Ons OotMntntal 
Cmgrtu, No. 28, folio 106. Tbe letter of October 10, from the Semtur at Wu, ia 
in No. 149, II, folio 1, and tbe report of tbe commurionen, Majon G«iienl Heath 
and Enoz, la on folio 7. 

The raaolutiona wen entered in the Journal by George. Bond. 
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19 August, from the Commander in Chief, and the proceed- 
ings of the Britii^ courtr-martial on the trial of Lippincut, 
for the murder of Captain Huddy, delivered in thdr report, 
which was read, and Thursday next aaedgned for the farther 
consideration of it. 

The Committee, [consisting] of Mr. [John] Rutledge, Mr. [John] 
Witheispoon, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Turbett] Wri^t a nd Mfi 
MaKean) to whom were refeired the letter of 19 August from the 
ConmiaDder in Chief, and the proceedings on the trial of Lippincut 
for the murder of Captain Huddy, submit the folloving Resolution: 

On Considering the correspondence between the Commander in 
Chief and Sir Guy Carleton, relative to the Mtutler of Captain Joshua 
Huddy, together with the Proceedings of a Court Martial on Captain 
Ridiard Lippincut for the said offence. 

Resolved, That there does not appear from the said correspondence 
or proceedings to be any sufBcient reason why the Commander in 
Chief should recede from the determination expressed in his t^Uw 
^4^ — _ — . — tO 'S if HfClint e u) several letters to Sir Henry Clinton 
and Sir Ouy Carleton but that he be and is hereby, directed to 
suspend the Execution of the said Determination for days, in 

order to give the British General a further opporttmity of saving the 
innocent by surrendering the guilty.' 

> This report, in the writing of John Rutledge, ia in the Paptn of the ConHnaOal 
Omgnu. No. 10, VI, folio 403. 

The foilowiog, in the writing of Tuibett Wright, nndandAted, is in No. 36, IV, folio 197: 

Retobtd, That notwithstanding Congreee are clearly of opinion that the acquittal of 
Lippincut by the court martial is not by any meuu justifiable even upon the facti 
therein set forth proved and found by the court, yet as it appears the same court on 
that trial found that tlie killing of Huddy was in consequence of verbal orden given 
by Qov. Franklin and others called of the board of refugees who they declare acted 
without and had no auth<ffity therein which tho' it by no means excuses or Justifies 
Lippincut in hia act in executing Huddy yet it clearly shows that Qov, Franklin and 
others wore guilty of the murther of Huddy, and thou^ General Carlton supposes 
that Lippincut is excusable in a military view as he acted by order of thoM superica 
to him, which neceaaarily involves those who gave the orders in the guilt, thetelcae 
in order to prove the sincerity of the profesions made by Oenerala Clinton, Sobtft- 
■on and Oarlton that General Washington be reqiust«d to apply to General Oarlton 

immediately to send to him Alexandw and now within his command 

that justice may be done on the offenders; and that he send also to Great Britain> 

where it is said Governor Fianklin is absconded, requesting to apprehend 

■aid Fianklin and send him in safe custody to America that he may be proceeded with 
in a couisa of justica for supposed murther of Captain Huddy, and that in the mean- 
time a British officer be held in safe custody in order to answer by way of 

retaliatitm for the murther of Captain Huddy if the aforesaid requisitions to Osneial 
Carlton are not complied with. 
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On the motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Duane, 

Resolved, That the Secretary for Foreign Affairs imorm 
the several ministers of the United States in Emx)pe that 
it is the desire and express direction of Congress that they 
transmit full and frequent commimications as well of their 
proceedings with the courts at which they respectively reade 
as of those which relate to n^otiations for peace, and aiao 
of all such other transactions and events as may in any man- 
ner concern the United States.' 

Tbe Committee to whom was referred the letter of Gott Clintoo 
together with the Deposition of Joel Bigalow rdatiTe to certain acts 
of Hostility which had taken place in the County of Cmnberland 
by an anned force under the orders of Ethan Allan beg leave to 
report: 

lliat it appears to them from the said letter and deposition, that 
disturbanceB have arisen in a oertun District called the Kew Hamp- 
shire Orants claiming to be an Independent Sovereign State «Bdei> 
rit e -d e m e minntion by the stile of the State of Vermont which ISfeafee 
District together with the States of New Hampshire and New York, 
have volimtaiily submitted their clums to the dedsion of Congress 
a s t be B uppemewbH i o^by fuimal a ot B of th e i? rcapeetiTe l eg ialftt i up e Bi 
and that the said dispute is now depending before Congress on whieh 

Your Committee therefore do not think themselves at liberty to 
advise any measure to be token by Congress which might prejudge 
such dolK i iPmiiia tiea decision as Congress may think proper to take 
on tiie matter thus submitted to them. 

But your Committee esteem it highly necessary for the welfare of 
the Union, and for giving vigor to the operations of the United force 
of America against the common enemy that internal peace should be 
preserved as well between the respective members of the Union as 
within each District thereof and Uierefore submit the following 
Resolution: 

Resolved, That Congress recommend to the Inhabitants of the 

^^ District called the State of Vermont to desist from 

all measures which may tend to the disturbance of 

> This resolution, in the mitlng of Junes Madison, is In the Pspv* (/ tA« Cmtmmtol 
Oongnu, No. 36, I, folio 405. It wu ftlao entered in the mmuicrtpt Secret Jonnul, 
Foreign AfUn. 
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tiie peace and tranquillity of the Union, which if not strictly adhered 
to muBt inevitably produce the most serioua consequences as well to 
the Union in general as to the good people inhabitmg the said State. 
And in order that an effectual stop may be put to further animosi- 
tiee and disturbances among the States of New York, New Hamp- 
shire and Yermont and the people claiming to be Citizens of those 
States your Committee recommood the following reeolve, viz. 

B eael mdi thrtFyid a yi se ywinight - bO '- OM'* ' '"^ ' ^* '' * ^^'^ in t o - eon - 
B id en rtion a nd finolty to d e tennin e the di s pute eono e wiing l i ho Juris 
di eti on -e f th e sa id Diatjiet e a llod the K e w Hamp a hire Op a nt s i 

Beaolved, That tomorrow week be ftppointed to take into considera- 
tion and &uiUy to determine on the report of the Committee of the 
17A April last relating to the dispute concerning the Jurisdiction of 
the said Dutrict called the New Hampshire Grants.' 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER i8, 178a 

On the report of a committee of the week, consisting of 
Mr. [David] Ramsay, Mr. pialph] Izard and Mr. [John Taylor] 
Gilnmn, on a memorial of Captain Schreiber: 

Resolved, That Captain Schreiber be informed in answer 
to his memorial, that Congress have taken every measm'e for 
procuring an exchange of prisoners, which is consistent with 
the honor of the United States; and that such part of his 
memorial as relates to his pay and Bub»stance, be referred to 
the Secretary at War.^ 

■Thu report, in the writing of Theodoricfc Bland, except the last panigtapli,vliich 
is in tlie writing of John Hanson, is in the Paptno/Ae Contvuntal Congreu, No. 40, 
II,folio343. It isindoraed; "Vermont paper; Uontgomery, Bland, (kiroll, Dyw, 
Withenpoon. Report deliveied 16 October, 1782, read 17. Wedneeday, 30 October, 
■Migned for cooaideration.'' 

On (olio 319 is a copy of the first reeelnlion, with « statement that it was rafened to 
Hr. [John] Rutledge, Hr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. pavid] HowelL 

On fbis day, according to the indorsement, was read a report from a committee to the 
Oeneial Assembly of Maryland, and refened to the Secretwy at War. It ia Is No. 7D, 
folio 617. 

* This reaolotion, in the writing of lames Buane, is in the Papen of the Contintntal 
Ctmgnu, No. 41, IX, folio 196. Bchreiber'a memorial, dated Philadelphia, Octo- 
ber 17, is on folio 1Q3. The following teeolutioii, undated, belongs to this period: 

That the OciCi e tM y a* W ag Commander in Chief be and hereby is empowered to 
exchange Capt. Schreiber and Capt. Segond, two foreign officers deranged from the 
serviceof the United States. That it be referred to the Secretary of War whois directed 
to consult the Commander in Chief and take order if deemed expedient. 

This resolation is in No. 86, IV, folio 283. 
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On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [EUas] 
Boudinot, Mr. pavid] Ramsay and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to 
whom was referred a letter of 16, from the Secretary at War: 

Resolved, That the post at Wyoming be retained or with- 
drawn by the Commander in Chief, as he shall think it most 
for the benefit of the United States, any former rraolution 
of Coi^ress notwithstanding.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. p^homas] Smith, 



Ntrw Sampehire, 




Marylatyd, 




Mr. Gilman, 


ay}* 


Mr. HanBon, 


ay 


UattaclmteUe, 




CsrroU, 


ay ay 


Mr. Osgood, 


*yUv 


Hemsloy, 


ay 


Jackaou, 


ay^y 


Virgima, 




Rhode Itlimd, 




Mr. Madison, 


ay)» 


Mr. Arnold, 


%h 


North. OarMna, 




HowoU, 


Mr. Williamson, 


Zh 


amitecliaa, 




Blount, 


Mr. Huntington, 


"^Uv 


Smih Oimitma, 




Dyer, 


.y)'^ 


Mr. Butledge, 


«y 


Nan York, 




Ramsay, 


'yLv 


Mr. Dusno, 


ayi 


Iiard, 


ay '^ 


L'Hommedieu, 


.y}'^ 


Gervais, 


ay 


Nea Jersey, 




Qtorgia, 




Mr. Boudinot, 


Zh 


Mr. Jones, 


ay)« 


Condict, 






Peatuylvama, 








"iSx. Stoith, 


:;}^- 






Clymer, 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On the report of a grand committee, consisting of a mem- 
ber from each State: 

Resolved, That the following quotas of the two millions of 
doUars required &om the states by the resolution of the 16th, 

'Thu report in the wridng of EUaa Boudinot is in ttie Paptn of (A« Coniinmtal 
Congnn, No. 26, folio 374. A copy ia in No. 27, loUo 197. Tba Secretaiy at Wu** 
latter ia ia No. M», II, lolio 67. 
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Delaware 28,000 

Maryland 220,000 

Vitgiiiia 290,000 

North Cftrolina 148,000 

SouOi Carolina 120,000 
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for the service of the year 1783, be assigned to the respective 

states, viz. 

To New Hampshiro 80, 000 

Maoeachiuetta 320,000 

Bhodo Island and Providence 

PlantatioDB 48, 000 

Connecticut 222,000 

NewYork 90,000 

NewJewey 110,000 

Peniu^dvanla 300, 000 

Resolved, That the several states be called upon to furnish 
the treasury of the United States with their respective 
quotas in four equal fovportbns or quarterly paymoits, the 
first payment to be made on the first day of Apnl next: 

That the said sums, when paid, shall be credited to the 
accoimts of the several states on interest, to be hereafter 
adjusted agreeably to the resolution of the 6th of October, 
1779. 

A motion was then made by Mt. [DavidJ Howell, seconded 
by Mr. [Jonathan] Arnold, 

That it be recommended to the several states to lay taxes 
for raising their quotas of money for the United States, 
separate &om those laid for their own particular use, to be 
subject only to the cffders of Coi^ress or the Superintendant 
of finance, and to take the most effectual measures to ensure 
the seasonable collection of the same:* 

A motion was made by Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, seconded by 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to postpone the consideration of that 
motion, in order to introduce the following: 

That it be impressed on the several states as absolutely 
necessary to lay taxes for raising their quotas of money for 

>TIuBi«port, the firrtpangnph in -the writing of John Butledge.ifl in the Paptn 
oftha ContxMntal Congrtu, No. 26, lolio 370. 

' Thli motion, in the writing of Xonatiian Arnold, is in the Papen of the Cojttinmtai 
CtmptMt, No. 26, folio 371. 

On folio 372 ia the fallowing motion In tiie writing of John Witherapoon: 

That tba requisition of 2,000,000 be quotaed upon the Statea in the Mune propo^ 
tiraa aa the requisition of date of 1,200,000. 
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the United States, separate from those laid for their own 
particular use, and to pass acts directing the collectors to 
pay the same to th e ■ oommiooionof of the - loon offio e-eg 
such «^w persons as have or shall be appointed by the 
Supmntendant of finance to receive the same within the 
State, and to authorise such receiver to recover the monies 
of the collectors for the use of the United States in the same 
manner, and imder the same penalties, as state taxes are 
recovered by the treasurers of the respective states, or in 
such other manner as will most effectually secure the punctual 
collection and payment of the same, to be subject only to 
the orders of Congress or the Superintendant of finance.' 

And on the question for postponing, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 



New Eampahire, 




Uhryland, 




Mr. Oilman, 


ay}* 


Mr. Hanson, 


ay 


Mataatihuetta, 




CIUTOU, 


ay ay 


Mr. Osgood, 


:^}- 


Hemsley, 


«y 


JacksoD, 


Virgima, 




Rkode Island, 




Mr. Jones, 


%h^ 


Mr. Arnold, 


;:}-- 


Madison, 


Howell, 


NorSt Odroliaa, 




Cotmectieut, 




Mr. Williamson, 


ID- 


Mr. Himtiiigton, 


Zh 


Bloimt, 


Dyer, 


Soua Carolina, 




New Yori, 




Mr. Kutledge, 


ay 


Mr. Duane, 


Zh 


Ramsay, 


'yl„ 


L'Hommedieu, 


Izard, 


"A 


New Jersey, 




Oerrais, 


«y 


Mr. Boudiaot, 


s}*v. 


Beor^, 




Condict, 


Mr. Jones, 


.y)« 


Penntylvaiaa, 








Mr. Smith, 


iih 






Clymer, 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

1 Thu motion, In the initing ot Chftriaa Tlioiiuon, Is in the i^^MT* o^ a« Ccmt&unAiI 
Om^nM, No. 28, lolio 373. 
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A motion was then made by Air. [George] Clymer, seconded 
by Mr. [David] Ramsay, to strike out the words, " or in such 
other manner as will most effectually secure the punctual 
collection and payment of the same." 

And the qu^ion, shall those words stand f passed in the 
n^ative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Jonathan] Arnold, sec- 
onded by Mr. [David] Howell, to amend the motion farther 
by striking out the words, "and to pass acts directing the 
collectors, Ac. to respective states," inclusive. 

And on the question, shall the words moved to be struck 
out stand? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David] 
Howell, 



New Hampshire, 




m^uvd. 






Mr. QilnuLD, 


ay}* 


Mr. Hanson, 


«y 


Masaachusetts, 




CiuioU, 


ay ay 


Mr. Osgood, 


Zhr 


Hemsley, 


»y 


Jackson, 


TvrgMa, 




Rhode Island, 




Mr. Jon», 


ay) 


Mr. Arnold, 


s:h 


Madison, 


•y)"' 


HoweU, 


%»« CbroZuu, 








Mr. Williamson, 


Zh 


Mr. Huntington, 


noi 
no}-" 


Blount, 


Dyer, 


Soua OnvKna, 




NeaYori, 




Mr. BuUedge, 


.y 




Mr. Duane, 


:^}- 


Ramsay, 


•y 




I/Hommediea, 


Izard, 


«y 


»y 


New Jersey, 




a«rrais. 


«y 




Mi. Boudinot, 


Z]^^- 






Gondict, 






PenTisyhxma, 








Mr. Smith, 


Zh 






0ymer, 









So it was resolved in tlie affimative. 
And on the question to agree to tlie motion as amended, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 
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NeiB Samphire, 




Jfars!<mJ, 






Mr. Gilman, 


'7)' 


Mr. H&QSOQ, 


ay 




MaaatUhiuetta, 




CarroU, 


«y 


ay 


Mr. Osgood, 




Hemslej, 


ay 




Jackson, 


Fiiyinio, 






Bkoit bland, 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 




Mr. Amold, 


no] 
no}-"- 


Madison, 


ay 


«y 


HoweU, 


North Carolina, 






Omrudicat, 




Mr. Williamson, 


«y 




Mr. HuntingtOQ, 


noi 
no)"** 


Blount, 


«y 


ay 


Dyer, 


Sotltt CanHiM, 






Jto. York, 




Mr. Kutledge, 


«y 




Mr. DusDe, 


?}- 


Ramsay, 


ay 




L'HommedJou, 


Izard, 


«y 


ay 


Seal Jeney, 




Oervais, 


«y 




Mr. Boudisot, 


:^}- 








Coodict, 


















Mr. Smith, 


:j}- 








Qymer, 









So it was 

Revived, That it be impressed on the several states as 
absolutely necessary to lay taxes for raising their quotas 
of money for the United States, separate from those laid 
for their own particular use, and to pass acts directing 
the collectors to pay the same to such persons as have or 
shall be appointed by the Superintendant of finance to 
receive the same within the State, and to authorise such 
receiver to recover the monies of the coUectora for the use of 
the United States, in the same mann^, and under the same 
penalties aa state taxes are recovra^ by the treasurers of 
the respective states; to be subject only to the orders of 
Congress or the Supeiintendant of finance. 

The ordinance for i^ulating the Post OfiSce was read a 
third time, and passed as follows:' 



' The oidmance « 
— TOt 23 — 14 n 



1 antered in the Jounul hy Qvage Bond. 
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AN OBDINANOE FOB RBOUIATINa THE POST OFFtOB OF THE UMTTED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 

"Vniereas the communication of intelligence mth regulftrity and 
despatch, from one part to another of these United States, is essen- 
tially requisite to the safety as well as the conmiercial interest thereof; 
and the United States in Congress assembled, being, by the Articles 
of Confederation, vested with the sole and exclufave ri^t and power 
of establishing and regulating post offices throughout all these United 
States : and whereas it is become necessary to revise the several regu- 
lations heretofore made relatii^ to the Post Office, and reduce them 
to one act: 

Be it therefore ordained by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same, that a 
continued communication of posts throughout these Umted States, 
shall be established and maintiuned by and under the direction of the 
Postmaster General of these United States, to extend to and from 
the State of New Hampshire and the State of Georgia inclusive,* and 
to and from such otJier parts of these United States, as from time to 
time, he shall judge neoessaiy, or Congress shall direct. 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesud, that the 
Postmaster General for the time being, shall, from time to time, 
superintend and direct the Post Office in all its various departments 
and services throughout the extent aforesaid, agreeably to the rules 
and r^ulations contained in this ordinance; and shall have full 
power and authority to appoint a clerk or assistant to himself, and 
Buch and so many deputy postmasters as he shall think proper, for 
whose fiddity he shall be accountable; each of whom shall reside at 
such place as the Postmaster General shall juc^e beet suited to 
maintain a due and regular transportation and exchange of mails. 
And the sud Postmaster General shall be, and hereby is authorised 
to allow, from time to time, to his said deputies respectively, such 
commisfflons on the monies to arise from postage in their respective 
departments, as he shall think their respective services may merit, 
so as that the said commissions shall not in the whole exceed twenty 
per cent. And shall, by himself or his said deputies respectively 
thereunto r^^arly authorised by him, from time to time, appoint 
the necessary post-riders, messengers and expresses, with such salaries 
and allowances as he or his sud deputies respectively shall think meet. 

* A draft of die ordiiuiice up to this point, in the writiiig of Joeeph Uontgomery, is 
ia the Paper* of the Cimtmmlol Con^reu No. 69, III, folio 411. 
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And be it furthM' ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the 
Postmaster General, his clerk or aaustant, his deputies, and post and 
express-riders, aud messengers, or dther of them, shall ' not know- 
ingly or willingly open, detain, delay, secrete, embezzle or destroy, 
or cause, procure, permit or suffer to be opened, detuned, delayed, 
secreted, embezzled or destroyed any letter or letters, packet or 
packets, or other despatch or despatches, which shall come into hia 
power, hands or custody by reason of his employmeut in or relating 
to the Post Office, except by the consent of the person or persons by 
or to whom the same shall be delivered or directed, or by an express 
warrant under the hand of the President of the Congress of these 
United States, or in time of war, of the Commander in Chief of the 
armies of these United States, or of the commanding officer of a 
seperate army in these United States, or of the chief executive officer 
of one of the sfdd states, for that purpose, or except in such other 
cases wherein he shall he authorised so to do by this ordinance: 
(provided always, that no letter, franked by any person authorised 
by this ordinance to frank the same, shall be opened by order of any 
mUitary officer, or chief executive officer of either of the states.) 
And that the Postmaster Qeneral, his assistant, deputies, post and 
express-riders, and messengers, and each and every of them, shall, 
without delay, take and subscribe the following oath, to wit: 

"I, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely swear, declare or affirm, (as the 
case may require) that I will well and faithfully do, execute, perform 
and fulfil every duty required of me, and abstain from every act and 
Uiing forbidden by a certun ordinance passed by the United States 
of America in Coi^resa assembled, on the ISth day of October, 1782, 
entitled 'An ordinance for regulating the Post C^ce of the United 
States of America.' " 

And be it further ordained * by the authority aforesaid, that if 
the Postmaster Qeneral shall be guilty of a breach of the said oath or 

* ThefoHowiiigLD thediaftmBsbuckout; without delay aeverally and respectively 
take ftod subKiibe the following oath orafflnnation, towit: 1, A. B. do solemidy sin- 
oemly swear declare or affirm, (aa the caoe may require) and call Ood to witneee that 
Iwill 

* The folloving wai struck out In Ihe dimft: by the anthority aforenid that if any 
peiBon shall in any act, matter or thing whatsoever be guilty of a breach of the nid 
oath or ■fflnnation or any part thereof and be thereof convict, he diall be deemed 
forfeit and pay not exceeding one thounnd doUais and adjudged guilty of wilful and 
corrupt perjury and incur and suffer such pains and penalties as by law are to be 
inflicted in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury, and be diereaft«r incapable of holding 
any office or place of trust or profit under these United States, 



>, Google 



672 Journals qf Congress 

affirmation or bjxj part thereof, and be thereof convict, he shall forfeit 
and pay one thousand dollars, to be sued for and recovered in an 
action of debt, in the State where the offence shall be conuniited, 
by the treasurer of the United States for the time being: and if any 
postmaster, post-rider, or other person employed in the Post Office 
Department, shall be guilty of a breach of the said oath or affirmation 
or any part thereof, and be thereof convict, each one so offending 
shall forfeit and pay three hundred dollars, to be sued for and recov- 
ered in an action of debt, in the State where the offence shall be com- 
mitted, by the Postmaster General for the time beii^: all which for- 
feitures, when recovered and recured, shall be accounted for by the 
persons recovering the same, and applied towards defraying the 
necessary expeuces of the Post Office: and every person employed 
ID the Post Office Department, who shall be guilty of a breach of the 
said oath or affirmation shall, besides paying the above-mentioned 
forfeitures, be rendered incapable ever hereafter of holding any office 
or place of trust or profit under these United States: provided always, 
that the foregoing oath shall not be required of any special express 
or messenger, to be appointed at the request of any particular person 
or peiBOQS, in the manner herein after directed, unless the same shall 
be thought necessary by the Postmaster JGeneral| or his deputy who 
shall have appointed him; which oath shall, without delay, be made 
by the Postaiaster General before the President of the Coi^reaa of 
these United States;* and by each of the sud clerk or assiatant, 
deputies and post-riders (except as is above provided with respect 
to special expresses and messengers) before the Postmaster General, 
or before any civil m^;istrate nominated by him for that purpose; 
all which persons are hereby respectively authorised to administer 
the said oath; and shall respectively make and sign certificates 
thereof: the certificate to he signed by the President, to be lodged 
in the office of the secretary of the Congress of these United States, 
and the other certificates respectively to he returned into the office 
of the Postmaster General; there to he kept as evidence of the several 
qualifications therein respectively certified. 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the 
Postmaster General of these United States for the time being, and 
his deputy and deputies, thereunto by him sufficiently authorised, 
and his and their agents, poet-riders, expresses and messengers 
* llie following words were struck out in the draft: who ia hereby anthoibed to 
adminiBter the Mtme, end hia certi&cat« thereof ngned by him be filed with their 
■ecretary. 
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respectiTely, and no oiher person whataoever, ahall have tihe receiving, 
taking up, ordering, deepatching, aending post or with speed, coirying 
and delivering of any letters, packets or other deapatchea from any 
jdace within these United States ' for hire, reward, or other profit or 
advantage for receiving, carrying or delivering such letters or packets 
respectively; and any other person or persons presuining so to do 
shiJI forfeit and pay for every such offence, twenty dollars, to be sued 
for and recovered in an action of debt with costs of suit, by the Post- 
master General or his deputy, in the State in which the offence shal 
be committed ; and such sums as shall be thus recovered and rec«ved, 
shall be accounted for by the Postmaster General, and applied towards 
defraying the necessary ezpences of the Post Office. I^vided nevei^ 
thelees, that nothing herein contuned shall be construed to extend 
to any messet^er purposely sent on any private affair, and carrying 
letters or packets relating to such affair only; or to persons sent 
officially on public service fp e m pl fto ea who fe- ne Po st Offloo i s c a t a b - 
li^ed. And provided also, that nothing herein contuned shall in 
any manner affect any private cross post-rider that may be employed 
by any of the ditizecs of these United States with the consent of the ' 
Postmaster General or his deputy, until a public rider can be estab- 
lished on such cross road.* 

And be it further orduned by the authority aforesaid, that if any 
person, not being a post or express rider, in the service of the general 
Post Office, shall cany any letters, packets, or other despatohM, from 
one place to another, within these United States, on any of the post 
roads, to fmy place within these United States, for hire or reward, 
except in cases as is herein before excepted, or shall not, when bringing 
letttSB ^m beyond sea, for hire or reward, deliver the same at the 

■TbAfoIlowiiigindiednftWMStnidout; or any foreign kingdom or country to any 
pltce within these United States vheoe he eh«U have settled, poet offices and poets at 
numiiig meeeengwe, except each letten and packets as shall reepect goods sent by 
CommoD known camera or driven of stage coachee or waggons, and which dull teapec- 
tively be delivered with the goods such letters do concern without hire, reward or 
other profit or advantage fot mceiving or delivering such letters or packets respectiTely, 
and except also letters of metchaota, nutsteis or ownen of any ships, barques or yeaeels 
(^merchandise respecting any cargo or loading Ihereiii aent to be delivered by any such 
maatw or oAer person employed by him for the purpoee according to their respective 
diiectioDa, so m the same shall be thus delivwed without any pay or other reward, 
advantage or profit for the carriage and delivery of the nme, and except also any 
letter or packet to be sent and conveyed by any private person in his or her way of 
tiavel, journey or passage without any pay or other reward, advantage or profit for the 
carriage and delivery of tho same, oi by any menenger purposely eent for any private 
atbir, or officially on public service. 

* TbJa sentence is not in the draft 
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Post Office, if ao7 there be at the place of his or her arriTal, he or she 
shall, in each of the before mentioned cases, forfeit and pay for every 
such offence twenty dollara, to be recovered by the Postmaster 
General or any of his deputies, in an action of debt, in the State 
wherein the offence shall hare been conunitted, with costs of suit, 
and applied towards the expences of the post office, and be accounted 
for accordingly; and if such offence shfdl have been committed by 
any person holding a civil or military commiaaon under these United 
States, he shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit his commiaaiou. And 
for every latter, packet or other despatch from b^ond sea, which 
any person shall so deliver at the Post Office, he shall receive of the 
Postmaster, at tiie Post Office, for tiie deliveiy of the same, l-90tlt 
of a dollar.' 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that &e 
Postmaster General shall cause the mail to be carried with all care 
and despatch, at least once in every week, to and from each of the 
stated post offices, and his deputies shall keep and transmit to him 
regular, particular, just and quarterly accounts of the incomes and 
expenditures of their respective offices; and from those and such 
other materials as shall be necessary for the purpose, the Postmaster 
General shall form and keep regular and just accounts of the incomes 
and expenditures of the general Post Office, which he shall annually 
deliver to the comptroller of accounts of these United States, attended 
with the quarterly accounts of each office, and vouchers for hk 
examination and passing.* 

> The dnithuit 2/(K)tlu of a dollar. 

'The folloving waa struck out from the dmft: 

And vtierau it may be aecenary tw the PoatmaBter Oenanl, or hia ckA or nmintimt 
occariotially to visit the aevend post offices in theee United Slatea or oHiierwiBe to 
tnvel (or tiie perfoimauce of their reapective duliea ol office, Be it therefore ordaiaed 
by the authority aforeaaid that they shall in such case be severally and reepectively 
allowed for the time of oecenary absence from home on such business over and above 
their respective salaries dollars per day, in full for horse hire, travelling ex- 

pences and all oih&t charges and di^unements whataoever during such visiUtion 
and travel as aforeaaid and no more. 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid. That tbe Postmaster (leneial 
and his deputies eIibII respectively regularly publish in some public newspaper of the 
Slate wherein theii respective offices shall be a list of all letters which shall severally 
have remained in their respective offices by the space of three weeks and at the expira- 
tion of six months thereafter shall open and inspect such letters and ebail carefully 
preserve the same with the papers therein respectively contained, insert in a book, 
to be kept for the purpose the date of every such letter and the name and place of direc- 
tion on the same and publiab such direction (purporting thereon if such is tiie case tbat 
the letter containsvaluableindoeareBoroQier matters of impodancetotheparlies) in 
one of the public newqwpcts aioifdd and deliver sudi letter. 
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And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the 
Postmaster General's deputies respectively, shall regularly publish, 
at the expiration of each quarter, (if it can conveniently be done) in 
flomo DOW B p a pof of tho S tate in which the re s pootivo offloc s-e ball - b e 
one of the most convenient public newspapers, for three successive 
weeks, a list of all letters at that time remaining in their officea; and 
at the expiration of the subsequent quarter, shall send such of the 
letters so published as then remain, as dead letters to the general 
Post Office, where they shall be opened and inspected by the Post- 
master General, who shall de e tf e y -' s aoh - q 8 oontoin no v a loftblo 
epeloanfo B j - bub carefully preserve them, with the papers therein 
respectively contained, and shall insert in a book, to be kept for that 
purpose, the date of such letter, and the name and place of direction 
on the same, t<^ether with a particular account of the enclosures 
contained therein; and at the expiration of each quarter the Post- 
master General shall cause to be published, in one of the newspapers 
of the State in which the owners of such valuable papers are supposed 
to reside, (if a newspaper is printed in such State) else in the most 
convenient paper, an advertisement, informing that such papers are 
in his possession, and shall deliver such letter and enclosures to the 
person or penons to whom the same shall be directed, or his, her, or 
their order at the Post Office, he, she, or they first paying the poetise 
for the same, at the rates from time to tune established by these 
United States in Congress assembled, and the necessary expence of 
such publications as aforesaid; and in case of neglect to take up sudi 
letters, the necessary expence shall be charged to the United States.' 

' The foUowing wu struck out from the draft: 

And be it fuiiber ordained fay the authority aforeBaid that if any persoii or persona 
bong on enemy or eaemiee or a subject or subjects of any of these United States shall 
rob *ny post-rider, express oi messenger belonging to the post office of any mail letter or 
other dispatch every mich offender if an enemy shall on conviction thereof by a court 
martial suffer as a spy and if a subject of either of these United States shall if conTicted 
by a due course of law in the State where the oSense shall be committed Buifer as a felon 
according to the law of such 8tat«. 

And be it further ordained by the authority afoieeaid that the stated poet-riden 
shall not go out of their usual couieea In order to pass at head quarters of the main Army 
or of any separate army or at any principal military post unless so directed by the 
Pootmaster General. But when it shall become neceesary or the same shall be required 
by the Commander in Chief or Commander of a sepHrate army the postmaster nwrest 
thereto shall hire a rider on the beet terms he shall be able to carry the letters and other 
dispatches to and from thence and such post office and shall from time to time report 
to the Postmaster General his proceedings herein. And also that in every case of n 
robbery of the mail the Postmaster General, his clerk or aaeistant or any deputy post- 
master shall and may advertise in any of the public newspapers of these United States 
and accordingly pay such reward as he shall judge proper, not exceeding ivt 

detecting, securing and bringing to punishment the ofiendei or offenders. 
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And be it further ordained by tlie authority aforeeaid, that the 
Foatmaster General, and his deputies reBpectively shall, and they are 
hereby authorised, whenever tlie danger of robhoiee of the mail ahall, 
in their respective judgments, render the same neceesaiy, to hire 
Dccauonal ezpresaes for carrying the public despatches, and auch 
private letters as, from time to time, shall be in the pos4>officefi; who 
shall not be confined to fixed days, nor to travel the usual post roads, 
but shall, in those respects, be subject to the order and direction of the 
Postmaster General and his deputies respectively. And to the end 
that the ezpence of aeveral expresses destined to the same place, 
at the same time, may be avoided, be it further ordained by the 
autiiority aforesaid, that all extraordinary expresses in the public 
service shall, if a Post Office be established at the place from which 
they shall severally take their departure, be hired by the Postmaster 
General or his deputy, and set out from and return to such Poet 
Office, with the letters, packets and despatches to be carried by them 
respectively. 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that tlie 
postage of all letters, packets and despatches, to and from the different 
poet offices within these United Stat^, shall be tbo sa mo as tb e y wwo 
a t the oommonoomcnb of the piygont w a y with the ftddition of a H am - n et 
e aoooding l / OOtho of a dollap upon eve r y l> tt eft Paokot op Disp ft tah 
w hieb -s b a ll - e e m o- in to t he Po s t Offioe from beyond g co a [at the follow- 
ing rates, in pennyweights and grains of silver, estimating each 
pennyweight as at present, at 5-90th8 of a doUar, to wit: 

For any distance not exceeding sixty miles, one pennyweight eight 
grains; upwards of sixty, and not exceedii^ one hundred, two penny- 
weight; upwards of one hundred, and not exceeding two hundred, 
two pennyweight sixteen grains, and so on, 16 grains advance for 
every hundred nules; and for all single letters to or from Europe, by 
packet or despatch vessels, four pennyweight: the above rates to be 
doubled for double letters, trebled for treble letters, and a packet 
weighing an ounce, to be chaiged equal to four single letters, and in 
that proportion if of a greater weight: and to the forgoing rates shall 
be added a sum not exceeding 4-dOthB of a dollar upon every letter, 
packet or despatch which shall come into the Poet Office from beyond 
sea, by any other conveyance than packets or despatch vessels;]' and 
every letter, packet and despatch, except dead lettero, may and shall be 
retained in ^e office where the same shall have arrived, which shall 
> Hw part in bnck«ta waa not in tb« dntt. 
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be nearest to the place of direction, until tlie postage thereon shall 
be paid.' 

And be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, diat it shall and 
may be lawful for the Postmaster General, or any of his deputies, to 
license every post-rider to carry any newspapers to and from any 
place or places within these United States, at su<^ moderate rates 
as the Postmaster Gmieral shall establish, he rendering the post- 
riders accountable to the Postmaster General, or the respective 
deputy postmasters by whom they shall severally be employed, for 
such proportion of the moneys arising therefrom as the Postmaster 
General shall think proper, to be by him credited to these United 
States in his general account.* 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in case 
the income of the Post Office shall, in any year, exceed the ezpences 
thereof, the Postmaster General shall * pay to the treasurer of the 
United States the surplus, until the sums of money heretofore 
advanced, or which shall be hereafter advanced, by the United States 
for the support of the general Post Office, with interest thereon at 
abc per cent, per annum, shall be repaid, after which such surplus 
shall be appropriated and apphed to the establishment of new post 
offices* and the support of packets, to render the Post Office Depart- 
ment as extensively useful as may be^ and if the necessary expences 
of that establishment shall exceed the profits arising from the Post 
Office, such excess, when properly ascertained, shall be paid on 
warrants of the Superintendant of finance, by the treasurer of the 

' The iolloviiig in die draft WM struck out: 

And whweu it will greatljr tend to the commuiiicfttdon of due infomuUion to the 
Inhabitants of Ihcoe Umt«d StatM to en&ble the tronsporUtion of public newspapen by 
the poBt-riders at a cheaper rate than the postage of letters, packets or other deepatchee. 

' The following was struck out from the draft: And be it further ordained by the 
authority aforesaid that no letter, packet or other despatch shall be opened or detained 
in any of the post offices of these United States, otherwise than is hereiii and hereby 
provided for. 

' The following was struck out from, the draft: shall carry the same to the credit of 
the United States in the next year's account, to serve as a ground for the abatement of 
the prices of postage in such manner as these United States shall direct, 

* The draft said: "and roads." 

* The following was struck out from the draft: 

Nevertheless, should it appear to the Foetmaeter General that the interest ol the 
United States requires the establishment of any particular offices or packets before 
the money hetetofore advanced or which may be advanced shall be repaid as afore- 
said, he is hereby authorised in such case to apply so much of Uie surplus as shall be 
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United States, to the Postmaster Gcmeral, in quarterij payments, 
to liable him effectually to support the Post Office. 

And bo it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the 
salary of the Postmaster General shall be fifteen hundred dollars, and 
that of his derk or assistant one thousand dollus, per annum. 

And be it further orduned by the authority aforesaid, that letters, 
packets, and despatches to and from the members and secretary of 
Congress, while actually attending Congress, to and from the Com- 
mander in Chief of the armies of these United States, or commander 
of a seperate army,* to and from the heads of the departments of 
finance, of war, and of foreign affairs, of these United States, on 
public serrice,* a nd s ingle lotfcera difeotod to all offio e w of tho line of 
tb t Hifmy in ae tnal s oprioo shall pass and be carried free of postage. 

And be it further ordained, that tho po s t a ge of a ll lottom to offioow 
« f thenpmyt oithof in the lino or s t a ff d i ^rtanont s in aotuftl o efytee 
( eioept lotbora on public ooryie e from tho s e who s o lottow andpookoto 
pooo free of pofltago) shall on deliTOFythofoof be ohargod to tho offi 
e op s r es poe ti y e ly to whom di^oobed^ an a eoonnt of whioh s hall b e eol 
loot e d a ndt fa BMPitted by tho PoEitmastoy G r onoral eyory s ii months 
to tho Se ofotflry at War for a e ttlomontj that single letters, directed to 
any officers of the line, in actual service, shall be free of postage. 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that all 
former and other acts, ordinances and resolutions of these United 
States in Congress assembled, heretofore made relating to the Post 
Office, be, and the same, and each and every of them is and are hereby 
repealed and made void. Done, &c.* 

The Committee of the Week [Mr. David Ramsay, Mr. Ralph Izard, 
Mr. John Taylor Gilman] on the memorial of Monsieur Lavaney com- 
plaining of injustice done Mm by the depreciation of the paper cur- 
remcy, report that it be referred to the Superintendant of Finance to 
report thereon. 

On the memorial of Captain Schreiber praying for p a y - and an 
exchange they report that no relief can be given him without breaking 

' Tb» following was Btnick out from the diaft: and from membeta of Congreos to the 
governon or ddef magistmtes of the states which they repreaent, to and fnm the Freai- 
dent of Congre«, the Commander in Chief, all the officers of the armieeof these United 
Stetes while on duty. 

> The following was struck out from th« draft: and to and from any foreign minister 
residing at or near CongreBS. 

' A copy of this ordinance, in the writing of George Bond and Benjamin Bankaon, 
of the Secretary's office, is in the Paper* of the Continental Congrttt, No. 69, III, folio 
331 The draft, in the writing of John Uoiin Scott, is on folio 381. See ante July 19. 
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in on established regulations, and iujuiing the pablic service as Con- 
gress (tho' extremely deeirous of a general exchange) have Tesolved 
to make no more partial exchangee.' 



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 32. 1783 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [David] 
Ramsay, Mr. |Bamuel] Osgood, and Mr. [Jotm Taylor] Gilman, 
to whom was rrferred a letter of the 9, from the Superin- 
tendant of finance, touching a proposal of his Excellency the 
Governor of Virginia, that sundry articles of cloathing now in 
France, belon^ng to that State, should be taken for the use 
of the United States; 

The Committee consisting of Mt [David] Bamsay, Mf ^amuel] 
Osgood, and M^ [John Taylor] Oilman, to whom waa referred a 
letter of the Superistendant of Finance of the 9^ of Octr 1782, have 
conferred with the Secretary at War on the subject referred to them, 
and are informed that the goods which are the subject of the Superin- 
tendant's letter are wanted; they therefore recommend that Congress 
resolve — 

Resolved, That the Superintendant of finance take order 
on the subject of his letter of the 9 of October, 1782 g okttivo 
fe e o e mo g ood s ppopoood to bo tfftnofegpod - by - tho S totoof 
yiiffl a ta to Continental aooount. ' 

On a report from the Secretary at War, to whom was 
referred a memorial of Major D. S. Franks: 

Wab Office Sept. IS, 178S. 
Sm, 

When I reported to Congress the officers necessary to be retained 
in service not annexed to the line of any State, the particular situation 
of Major Franks was nnknown to me, otherwise I must in justice have 
named him aa one necessary to be retained, for it appears by M' 

' This raport, m the writing of Dftvid Ranmy, is in tlie Papen of tht Coruinmtal 
Congrtu, Ho. 32, folio 409. The indonement ehows that it ma pueed on this d&jr. 

Also, waaraadonthiBdayiiletterof the samedtktefrom Ebeneier Haiard, PoHtmaster 
Oeneial. It is in No. 61, folio 117. 

' This report, in the writing of David BMDflay, ie in the Paptn of Ae CoiUiatntat 
Congrm, No. 20, II, folio 287. 
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Morris' cortificate that assurance that he should retain his oonunission 
and pay, was the motive of his going to Europe, and was the only 
emolument for his serrices. 

I beg leave to submit to the oonsidoration of Congress the following 
resolve, 

Resolved, That Major David S. Franks hold the nuik and 
receive the pay of a major in the line of the army of the 
United States, xmtil the new arrai^ment shall take place 
the 1st day of January next; and that he then be considered 
as retiring from service under the same emoluments as those 
who retired under the resolution of the 31 day of December 
last.' 

The committee, condsting of Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. 
[Hugh] Williamson, to whom waa referred a letter of 18 
September, from Oliver Pollock, report. 

Th at y oar - Committoo have duly ooo B id e i^ the momorial and e n ee 
of Mf. Olivop Pdlooh s abmit t ed t o 4 hem: — That to obtain a full idea 
of the tTana a otion thoy applied to the S uperintondaDt of Finan ee-whe 
w aa a eqa a intod with it from i ta 6i 'Bfr «)DunenQ0E ft»fa — That the S uper 
intendant - furai B hod - tbem with hiB report eent a ined in bho papoF 
m a y hed A - and with a oollootion of oyidoneo to oluoid a te -t ho -B» mc 
being the pape rs marh e d No ; 1,-JJ e . 8^ Ifo. 8 a nd numbe r 4 ^» ll - whioh 
aro herewith s ubmitted to the o e naid e r at i g n of CongrcoB. 

Th at ye a r Committee ^ f o of the opi g iop - bha t- M f . P o lloek' a - ae- 
eonnt s with tbe - Unitod - S toto a and - t h es e - wi t h t b e-S ta t e - ef Vir g ini a 
are in s ome oa s o s eomplio a ted in saob -a- mannor that the s ottlera ^rt-^ 
the former must noeo ss aFily b ei def e F ) ^^! till thatof the l a tto F i s po F- 



[That having examined simdry letters and papois, which 
they submit to the consideration of Congress, they are of 
opinion that Mr. Pollock's accounts with the United States, 
and those with the State of Yii^inia, are in some cases com- 
plicated in such manner that the settlement of the former 
must necessarily be deferred till that of the latter is perfected ; 
wherefore] having - ogaminod ■ sundry lotfcore - inaA papers 
which are hofowitb fofowwd to Congrsfle as well as from the 

* This report u in ttLePap<r*o/(h« Contmaibd Congrai, No. 149, I, folio 6S3. 
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want of some necessary information from Governor Galvez, 
Mr. Pollock's accounts with the United States must for the 

MW oloood ; that Mr. Pollock appears to have exerted himself 
with much zeal and industry as conmiercial agent of the 
United States at New Orleans; that he also appears to have 
advanced lai^e sums out of his private fortune, and to have 
contracted lai^ debts with the subjects of bis Catholic 
Majesty, partly for the service of the United States, and 
partly for the service of the State of Virginia; that public 
faith, justice and humanity require that the simdry accoimts 
should be Uquidated and the balances paid, or at least 
security given for pajrment of the same, whenever the state 
of our public fimds shall render it practicable; that therefore 
it be recommended to the State of Vii^inia to cause the 
accounts of Mr. Pollock with that State to be adjusted with 
as much despatch as may be practicable, in order that Mr. 
Pollock's accounts with the United States may also be 
adjusted; Whereupon: 
Reeolved, That Congress agree to the said report.' 
A memorial of Lieutenant Colonel Silas Talbot belog read, 
setting forth that he is embarrassed in the settlement of his 
accounts by his promotion as a captain of the navy of the 
United States, for which service he however never received 
any commission; Whereupon: 

Resolved, That It be an instruction to the Superintendant 
of finance, to cause the account of the said Silas Talbot to be 
adjusted and settled as a lieutenant colonel in the army of 
the United States, notwithstanding the resolution of Congress 
of the 17 September, 1779, appointing hm a captain in the 
navy.' 

I ^lis retort, in the uniting olJamMDiume, except the pATt in bncketa, which la in 
that of Hugh Williinuon, lain th«Papcni>/th«C(MUmmtaI Otm^«M, No. 60, folio21. 
A copy if oa folio 2S. 

' 'ndi toport, in the writing ot James Duaae, ia in the Paper* of At CotUinenlal Coi^ 
Talbot's memorial, datod September 17, ia In No. 41, X, 
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On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr, 
[James] Madison, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll and Mr. [Samuel] 
Osgood, to whom was referred a letter of IS August, 
from the honourable J. Adams, frith several otber papers. 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Adams be informed, that 
Congress approve of the reason assigned in his lett^ 
of the 9th day of June last, for not then proposing a 
treaty of alliance with the United Provinces; but that 
the accomplishment of such a coalition among the parties 
at war with Great Britain, as will extinguish all possi- 
bility and hope in the latter of disuniting her enemies 
by n^otiation, being viewed by Congress as a very 
important object, it is their wish, that no opportunity 
may be lost of accelerating the said treaty whenever 
the concurrence of his Most Christian Majesty's minister 
and ot^er circumstances shall have prepared the way 
for the proposition.^ 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1781 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel] 
Osgood, Mr. [Ralph] Izard, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, and Mr. 
[James] Duane, appointed to consider and report the most 
just and practicable means of reducing the expenditures of 
the United States: 

Resolved, That the establishment of the quartermaster's 
department, by the resolutions of Congress of the 15 July, 1780, 
be, from and aft^ the first day of January next, repealed, 
and the following regulations then adopted in its stead : 

''niiBreaoIutioiiwaaenteredoiily in the manuBcript Secret Journal, Foreigii Afiain, 
and in Secret Journal, No. 4. The report, in the same language bs the resolution, ia 
in Qte writing of Jamee Madison and is in the Paper* o/lA«C(»ifiTi«nfaI CongrcM, No. 19, 
I, lolio 23. Adanu'B letter of June 9 is printed in the DiplonuUie Corraponilmce of 
the American Bevoluiim (Wharton), V, 482; and hia letter of August IS on page 665. 

On thu day, according to tlie indoreemetit, vm read a letter of the same date from 
Joa^ Carleton, in the aboenco of the Secretary at War, indodng a general return of Oie 
lecntita that have joined the main amiy nnce the commencemont of the present yeai. 
Itiaiatiie Papen of lJuConiin4)UalCon{iTett, No. 149, II, folio 63. 



>, Google 



Odxiber, 178B 688 

Resolved, That there be one quartermaster general; the 
present quartermaster general to be continued in office, and 
hereafter, as vacancies arise, to be appointed by Congress; 

That the quartermaster general, with the approbation of 
the Commander in Chief, appoint the followii^ officers for 
the armies of the United States, viz. 

For the main army. One deputy quartermasi«r; one 
waggonmaster; one commissary of forage; one director, and 
one sub-director, of a company of artificers: 

For the southern army. One deputy quartermaster; one 
deputy commissary of forage; one deputy waggonmaster; 
one director, and one sub-director, of a company of artificers: 
and as many assistants as the service may require in the 
main and southern army, to perform the duties of quarts- 
masters of brigades, storekeepers, clerks, and such other 
duties in the quartermaster's department as the service may 
require, and also as many wa^on conductors: 

That the pay per month of the officers in the quartermaster 
general's department, including their pay in the line of the 
army, shall be as follows: 

Quartermaster general, 166§ dollars, deputy quartermaster 
with the southern army, 125 dollars, deputy quartermaster 
with the main army, 75 dollars, waggonmaster, 60 dollars, 
commissary of forage for the main army, 60 dollars, com- 
missary of forage for the southern army, 60 dollars, deputy 
waggonmaster for the southern army, 50 dollars, assistants 
in the quartermaster's department, each, 30 dollars, waggon 
conductors, each, 20 dollars, directors of artificers, each, 40 
dollars, sub-directors of ditto, each, 26§ dollars. 

That the following be the proportion of waggons and bat 
horses to the different ranks of officers, imless otherwise 
directed, in special cases, by the Comm&nder in Chief or 
commanding officer of the southern army: 

The Commander in Chief and commanding officer of the 
southern army, for their own accommodation and for their 
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families, as many ba^age waggons and bat horses as they 
may think necessary. 

Major general and family, one covered fotir^iorse waggon, 
and one two-horse waggon. 

Br^adier general and family, one covered four-horse 
waggon. 

Colonel, lieutenant colonel and major, one covered four^ 
horse wa^on. 

Captains and subalterns of a re^^ent, for their baggage, 
one covered fou>horse wa^on. 

Surgeon, paymaster, adjutant and qiiartermaster, re^- 
mental staff, one covered fomvhorse wa^on. 

Brigade quartermaster, one bat horse. 

For the tents of a r^;iment, for every 75 men, but this to 
be varied, according to the weight of the tents and state of 
the roads, one open four-horse waggon. 

Quartermaster general, for his baggage, according to hia 
rank; for his books, papers, &c. as many as he shall find 



Deputy quartermaster with the main army or with a 
separate army, for hia baggage, and for his books papers, &c. 
one covered four^horse wa^on. 

Commissary of forage, with the main army, his cl^ks and 
assistants, one covered four-horse wa^on. 

Deputy commissary of forage, with a separate army, one 
two-horse waggon. 

Waggoninaster and clerks, one covered four-horse wa^on. 

Deputy waggonmaater with southern axmy, his clerks 
and assistants, one two-horse waggon or two bat horses. 

Inspector general, for his baggage, according to his rank; 
and for his papers as the Commander in Chief may direct. 

Inspectors, one two-horse waggon. 

Adjutant general, two covered four-horse wagons. For 
the ba^age of his assistant, clerks, and official papers, one 
two-horse waggon. 

Judge advocate, one two-horse waggon. 
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Deputy judge advocate for southern army, one two- 
horse waggon. 

Commissary of prisoners, one two-horse waggon. 

Deputy commissaiy of prisoners, southern army, one two- 
horse waggon. 

Provost marshal, with prisoners and guards, one open 
four^horse waggon. 

Field commissary ci military stores, and his deputy with 
\hsi main and soutbem army, each, one bat horse. 

Deputy paymaster with the main and soutbem army, each, 
one two-horse wa^;on. 

Field postmaster, one bat horse. 

Provided, That if the number of waggoos stated above, 
should prove insufficient, the quartermaster general may 
occasionally furnish such additional carriages as the com- 
mander in Chief, or commanding officer of a separate army, 
or the Secretary at War, may durect. 

That a ration of fOTf^ per day shall consist of fourteen 
pounds of hay and ten quarts of oats for each horse: 

That there be issued to the Conuuander in Chief, and to the 
commanding officer of a separate army, and to those of their 
suite, as many rations as the service may require. 

That there shall be allowed for saddle horses: 



To K m^r genenl waA. family, rationt, 7 
Bripdier genenl and bmily, 6 

Ookmel tA isfantiy or artiUery, 2 



Adjatant, 
QuartonnaAt6r, 
Brigade quartemiMta, 
QuuteniMBter general aa Uia service 

may require. 
Deputy quartennaoter with the army, 
Captadii of engineera, 
Oomminary offon^, 2 

i^teentrieain the Journal for the 
2708*— TOL 28—14 IS 



Deputy with southern army, 2 

Waggoumaster and cleifa, 3 

Deputy waggonjuaater, separate army, 2 
In^>ector geneial, i^re»ble to hie rank. 
Iiiq>ector, in addition to iriiat he dtawa 

in the line, 1 

Adjutant general, A 

Deputy with a aepaiate army, 3 

Each asBstant, ration*, 2 

Commisnry of prisoners, 2 

Deputy with a separate army, 2 

Jutlge advocate, 2 

Deputy with separate aimy, 2 

FroTost marshal, 1 

Field commiasary of military stores, 2 
of diis day wne by Gecnge Bond. 
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Daputy with » npente vnaj, 

Depu^ p«]mMtor, 

Officen of cavmlry to be Allowed to dnw 
Ibnge for tbe following sumbw of 
honee, provided they actually keep 
theMHne: 

Cokmel, i 

Ueuteoant colonel, ' 



Uajor, 
Oaptain, 



Oomet, 1 

FaynuMar, 1 Exdnnve of aUowancel 
Quartennaater,! aaofficenin tlieline,[i 
Adjutant, J each, J 

Suigeon, 1 



That any of the offioera entitled to forage, who shall keep 
tiaeir horses at their own ezpence, shall be pud therefor by 
the quartermaster general, at the average price given by 
him for the forage of the army. 

Resolved, That the quartermaster general, with the appro- 
bation of the Secretary at War, shall appoint so many 
assistants to recdde in the sevoal states as tiae public service 
may require. 

That all offico^ in the qiiartermaster general's department, 
of whatever denomination, shall take the oaths of allegiance 
and the oath of oflSce prescribed by CongresB, before they 
enter on business. 

That the quartermaster general make a return of the 
names and station of each person to be appointed in his 
department. 

That in settling the accounts of officers in the said depart- 
ment, no pay or allowance whatever be granted to any person 
employed therein, whose name and employment, t(^ther 
with a certificate of his having taken the aforesaid oaths, 
shall not have been returned within two months after his 
acceptance of such office.' 

> This report, in the writingof aclefk, iain the PofMnq^Ac CbKftnmtoI Congrtu, 
No. 22, folio IM. 

On this day, according to the indonement, a letter of 22 from Ebenecer HaEaid, 
Poetmaeter Oenenl, was read and referred to l£r. [Jamea] Duaoe, Hr. [EUaa] Bondinot 
and Hz. [Daniel] CarniU. It ia in No. SI, folio 128. 
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THURSDAY. OCTOBER 34, 1783 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Diume, Mr. [Eliaa] 
Boudinot and Mr. [Daniel] CaxroU, to whom was ref^red a 
letter of 22 from E. Hazard, postmaster general, brought in 
the draitght of a " supplemental ordinance for regulating the 
Post Office of the United States of America;" which was read 
a first time, and to-morrow assigned for a second reading. 

The Conunittee of the Week [Ur. Jonathan Arnold, ISx. Hugh 
WiUiamson, Mr. John Lewis Gerrais] havii^ considered the memorial 
of Jacob Watson who alledgee that he is confined m the Jail of Phila- 
delphia for debts contracted on public account, and that part of his 
misfortunes arise from the purchase of a hoise whidi he bought from 
Capt Cha! Pfoetor Tumbull of the Artillery, which horse is said to be 
public property. 

ftyortj That B ooh p a rt of J a oob W atfl OBi B Momorial no i H iopeoto 
hi s boing-im^is e nod foF public dobt) b e F e fofFod t o -t b e ETe entiye 
of P e mi B yl¥ a pi a t and th a t s uch p a rt of it as wi a poot ft tho ' public 
bowe sa id to be ppblia property a nd s old him by ' C a p t . ' 'fareb « H b e 
loferFcd to th e 8e e^ at W a fi 

Beport, That Jacob Watson's memorial be referred to the Secy, at 
War.' 

Offioe of FiNANOB, 2Sd October, 178£. 
Sib, 

The enclosed Memorial of the late Issuing Commissaries was trans- 
mitted by me to the Commisnoner for settling the accounts of that 
Dqiartment. 

I have now the Honor to transmit your ExceUency the Copy of his 
Letter (of the twenty first) on that Subject.* 

>Thlarq>ort,liitlieinitiiig(dHt]g^WilliunBon,laliithePap<no/a« OnUtnmial 
Congrm, No. 32, folio 417. It id ind<Haed "Passed 24*«." 

> This report is in the Popen 0/ the QmUnerOal Congnu, Mo. 137, 1, folio 877. It 
iraa refeiTed on this d>7, ui shown b; Committee Book No. 186, to Ur. [G«oige] Clymer 
Ur. [Eliphilet] Dyer uid Ur. [Junes] Dumne. See ante, Octobw 9, note. 

Ontfaisday, ss ^eindotaementstmtes, was reftd a letter of October 21 from theSuper- 
intmdent of Finftoce on the dissolution of the contncta lor supplying tlie umy. 
ItlilnNo. 137, I, foUoSZl. 
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FRIDAY. OCTOBER 35. 178a 

The supplemental ordinance fctr regulatrng the Poet Office 
of the United States of America, was read a second time, 
being debated by paragraphe, and some amendments made: 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the thinl 
reading.' 

MONDAY, OCTOBER a8. 1783 

The supplemental ordinance for regulating the Post Office 
waa read a thml time, and passed as follows: 

The Conunittee, conaistrng of Mr. [James] Duane, 'Mr. [Blias] 
Boudinot and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to whom was refeored the letter 
from Ebeoezer Hazard, Postmaster General, on the subject of the 
Ordinance passed for r^ulatixig the Post Office, present the follow- 
ing draft of an explanatory Ordinance for regulating the Post Office, 
to vit: 

A w - MHiMIA l Olir A SUTFLEHXHTAL OBDIKAIIOB TOK XEaVLATOia THX 
POST OFFICB OF THE UKITED STATES OF AUEBIOA. 

Whereas, since the passing the ordinance for regulating the Post 
Office of the United States of America, it hath been represented that 
the allowance thereby made of conunissions to a deputy postmaster, 
on the money only arising from the postage of lettoiB, would in many 
instances be inadequate to the service, and that the provision that 
all the dead letters should be registered and preserved, will oocaaion 
great and useless trouble and expence; and no proviaion is made 
therein for the deputy postmaster with the main army; in order 
therefore to remedy the defects of the before-mentioned ordinance: 

Be it orduned by the United States in Congress assembled, and it is 
hereby ordained by the authority of the same, that it shall and may 
be lawful for the Postmaster General for the time being, to ^ow to 
his respecttve deputies such commissions sa he shall thm^ their 
respective services may merit, not exceeding twenty per centum on 
the postage of all letters, makiag the same allowance for free letters 

> Od thin day, according to the Indonement, waa read a lettai of G^ttain Segond. 
" So fu aa raises to bia leqneet for leave to go into New York to iecoT«r hia servanta 
and baggage " it waa referred to Ute Becretaiy at War to take ordw. A copjot the 
letter ia in the Paper* of At ConHnaital Cangreat, No. 78, XXI, folio 261. 
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u if th^ paid postage: and that instead of Tflgisteriiig uid preaerring 
all dead letters, from time to time, remaining in the general Poet 
Office, it shall be sufficient and the Postmaster General is onlj 
required to preeerre such of them, the contents and enclosures <rf 
which may be valuable. 

And be it further ordained bj the authority aforesaid, that the 
act of the United States in Congress assembled, respecting the post- 
master at head quarters of the army, passed on the 11th day of 
March, one Uiousand seven hundred and eighty-tvo, be, and the 
same is hereby revived and declared to be in full force. 

And be it further ordained by the auUiori^ aforesaid, that it shall 
and may be lavfnl for the Postmaster General for the time being, to 
allow and pay to any informer, one moiety of the penallaee which 
may be recovered upon his information, for offences against the 4th 
and 5th clauses of ^e before mentioned ordinance for r^^lating the 
Post 0£Sce of the United States of America. Done, &c.* 

Congress reeumed the consideration [of] the report of the 
committee, on the letter of 19 August from the Commander 
in Chief, &c. and the Bame being postponed, a motion was 
made by Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, seconded by Mr. [David] 
Ramsay, to resolve 

" That Congress havo no oooooion see no sufficient reason 
to recede from the opinion they expressed in theur resolution 
of the 29 of April last, however as the Commander in Chief 
of the Briti^ army has expressly declared his disapproba^ 
tion of the barbarous murder of Captain Huddy and has 
caused inquisition to be made concerning the murderer, and 
has promised that further enquiry shall be made, &o., 
Congress recommend to the Commander in Chief that he 
suspend the execution of any British officer in retaliation 
for the death oi Capt^ Huddy until the promised inquisition 
shall be made, (ur so long as he may find consistent with 
Uie honor of the United States and safety of their citizens." ' 

> Hilt cndlnuice. In tiie wridog (d June* Dmse, is In tha Paper* of tht ContmmM 
Oongmt, No. 69, III, folio 377. 

> Thia motion, in the writing of Hn^ WiUiuaaan, undated, ia in the Paptncflht 
CDntMwnfal Congrttt, No. 19, VI, bdio 406. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, Beconded by 
Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu, to strike out the words " Congress 
Bee no sufficient reason to recede from the opinion they 
^^ressed in their resolution of the 29 April last however;" 
and on the question, shall those words stand, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [John] Witherspoon, 









Delaware, 






Ur. Osgood, 


•yC 


Mr. McKean, 


ay 




BhodtlOaud, 




Diddnaon, 


«y 


«y 


Mr. AmoM, 


HOI 


Wharton, 


«y 




HoweH, 


J&ryfand, 










Mr. Huiaon, 


•y 




Mr. Himtington, 


noi 
no)°° 


Carroll, 


•y 


«y 


Dyer, 


Bemaley, 


ay 




Afar yopt. 




Virginia, 






Mr. Duaoe, 


Z)^^- 


Mr. Bland, 


ay) 


* 




Nora OarOim, 






Nap Jeney, 




Mr. Williunaon, 


ay 




Mr. Boudinot, 


Z)- 


Blount, 


«y 


*y 


Witherspoon, 


Soa& OaroUna, 










Mr. Kutledge, 


.y] 




Mr. Montgomery, 


•7 




Ramaay, 


.y 




Smith, 


»y 


div. 


Lurd, 


•y 


»y 


dynier, 


no 


Gerraia, 


■•y 




Atlee, 


no 











So the words were struck out. 

Another motion on the subject was made by Mr. [John] 
Rutledge: 

Wbereas it appears, from the Trial of Richard Lippencut, by a 
British Court Martial, Uiat he is guilty of the Murder of Capt. Joah. 
Hnddy, and althou^ the aaid Lippencut was acquitted by the said 
Court, yet it does not q>pear that thtax sentence is confinned by 
tbe British Commander in Chief, but, on the oontrary, he has repro- 
bated lippcncut's conduct, and declared tbat he hath ordered 
further Inquisition, and a Prosecution of such other persons as may 
appear to have been Criminal, and that it is his Intention to prosecute 
the Matter viih all the Effort vhich a due regard to Justice will 
admit. In order, therefore, to give the British Goieral a further 
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opportunity of saviiig the innocent by deUvering the sud lippenoat, 
or some of the other poi « )nB who a ro - gnilby - of - the aa id Mnpdof guilty 
peraona, 

Reaohed, That the Commander in Chief be authorised to suspend 
the execution of a British officer in retaliatiou for the Murder of 
Capt. Huddy nn t iltho d » y of for so long a time as 

he may thii^ cousisteiit with the Honour of tiie United States and 
the Safety of its Citizens.' 

Ordered, That the letter of 19 August from the Commander 
in Chief and the papers accompanying it, the report of the 
late committee, and the motions on the subject, be referred 
to a new committee of five: the members, Mr. [John] Rut^ 
ledge, Mr. [Samuel] Oegood, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. 
[Elias] Boudinot, and Mr. [James] Dmme. 

Wab OinoE, October IBS, 178B. 
Sib, 

There are many offioeiB prisoners of war who are deranged, among 
tiie number is Captun Schreiber, whose memorial i» referred to me. 
Application from the officers under those ciroumstances for pay and 
subsistence are daily made. I wish the directions of Congress respect- 
ing Uiis matter. The situation of the fomgn officers who have no 
means of support but what arises from their pay and rations is 
peculiar^ hard. Should Congress be of opinion that a discrimination 
oan be made in tiieir favom: they wiU please to direct it.* 

Hie committee, to whom were referred the papers respecting the 
allowance to be made to the representatives of the late Commissary 
General Joseph Trumbull, for services performed by him, report: 

That the allowance proposed to be made to the lepreseatatives 
of Mr. Trumbull, of certain rates of commission, by a residve of 
Congress of the 31 March, 1779, and which by a subsequent settle- 
ment would be 62,230 65/90 dollars, appears to be abundantly too 
large; unless by a construction of the said resolve from some words 
nob of i t s caoene e therein which respect the depreciated State of 
Paper money, the amount should be limited agreeably to the then 

' Thia nuUon, in the writing of John Bntledge, i^ In liie JPapm a/ tlu Continental 
CbivnM,No.lO,yE,(oUo407. Itiaundated.butiaflled wiOitlieroportuidVmum- 
son'B Motion on the suae subject, and belongs to thia period. 

■ lliiBTeportiaintb«Piip«rao/(A«Contin<nldiC^mfKM, No. 140,11, folio67. Itvu 
read on tUs day, the indorsement indicates, and "referred back to the Secretary at 
War to report a resolution maUng & proper provision for the memoiialist and others in 
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actual depreciation, wliii^ would reduce it to 6063 dollara in apeiae; 
in which case the allowance is apparently too amall. 

But jour conunittee being now freed from the necessity of m^lring 
the said reeolre the basis of their determination, and at liberty to 
form their judgment uptHi the proper cireumstances; and having 
considered the frugality with which the late Commissary General 
expended the public money, his great aetivity, zeal and abilities, in 
discharging the duties of his office, together with the importance ot 
the trust, they propose the following resolution : 

That in addition to the 21,892 75/90 dollars continental currency 
retained in the hands of the late commissary general Joseph Trum- 
bull, out of the monies issued to him, there be a further allowance 
made to the repreeentatiTcs of said Joseph Trumbull of twelve 
thousand dollars, in full compensation for all services rendered by 
bim as commissary general.* 

* Thia rapcA, in the viiting of Oeotge Clymex, ia in the Papvt of Sit Continmtal 
Congrat, No. 19, VI, folio 71. It ie undated, but according to the indonement, mu 
the report of Hr. [George] Glymer, Mr. [Jonathan] JackBon and Mr. [Ho^] Williamson, 
and waa entered and read. It is marked "Srd report." According to Committee 
Book No. 191, it was delivered on October 28, and acted upon January 23, 1783. 

The following, in the writing of Hugh Williamaon, appears to be a draft of the Srd 
repwt. It is imdated and is in No, 31, folio S&7: 

The Committee to whom was referred the papers respecting an allowance to be 
made to the Representatives of the late ComT. Gen!. Jos. Trumbull for servicee p«- 
formed by said Coml. Report, 

That tlie allowance proposed to be made to the Reixeaentatives of the late Com- 
missary General Jos. Trumbull by a Resolve of Congress on the 31^ of March 1779 
appears not to be an adequate award for t2ie Bieqwo a diligent and faitblul servicee (rf 
said ComT Trumbull. The allowance ») Us laadewM limited by certain CoromMBJons 
ei > i t o B> i p w-et i - OB - »OB e r - p > id - by -> h ft Ce M Mai Mwy- Oenewl -a »d - pM>ehs e w) iw a ^ e 
by - him and the amount of those Commimons now appears to be 62,230|t dlra. This 
allowance was made and the money was ordered immediately to be paid to the Adm! 
at a time, as the Resolve expreesee, when the value of our Currency was greatly altered 
frtuu" w ha t' i t had -beea. The Money was not paid from a neceoMtry delay in initHiiig 
his Accounts, and a ee w din g t> t h e sca l e of D e yntiBti g M it appean that the true 
valne of 62,230 din. payable on the 3l!t of March 1789 [1779] is Be very little more 
than 6,6(3 dollara in specie. 

Tb»t thou^ it appears from sundry Accounts and Vonchers in e a e ei t h e p ah lie 
eSees that Commissary Trumbull hu not made his Purchases or Ctmtracta at any 
considerable private expence, yet considering the faithful and frugal manner in which 
he served the public for the space of 26 Uontha and the risque which attends the 
payment of laige sums of money, your Committee are of (pinion that the sum of 
dlrs. shall be paid to the Representatives of J. T. Esq. late Comiolssary Gen! excluvve 
of 21,092^1 dlrs. already psad retained in his hands in full iot all services done by 
said ComT Gen! 

On thiadate,accordingtotbeindorBement,wasreadapetitionof WilliaiQ Shattuck 
and Henry Evans, dated Philadelphia, October 26, 1782. It was angned for October 
30, andisinthePufxriq/'tfts ContineKtal Congrett, No. 40, U, folio BU. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER sg, 1783 

On the report of the committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel] 
Oegood, Mr. [Ralph] Izard, Mr. [llieodorick] Bland, and Mr. 
[James] Dtiane, appointed to consider and report the most 
just and practicable means of reducing the expenditures of 
the United States: 

Whereas by the reeolutioiiB of repealing all fonner reeohi- 

tdons respecting the quartermaster general's department, and estab- 
li ffb ing the pay and conoliunents in that department, no allowaiiod of 
rations is made to the officers employed therein, therefore, 

Resolved, That the quarta^naater general be allowed 
fifteen rations per day: 

That the deputy quartermaster with the southern army 
be allowed twelve rations per day; 

That all assistants in the quartennaster's department be 
allowed, each of them, two rations per day inoladHa g-^¥^«^ 
they may bo ontitlod to djaw in tho lin e of the array : 

lliat the wa^onmaster, commissary of forage for the main 
army, and the commissary of forage for the southern army, 
be each of them allowed five rations per day; 

That the deputy waggonmaster with the southern army, 
be allowed four rations per day: 

That the waggon conductors be each of them allowed a 
ration and a half per day: 

That the directors of the artificers be allowed each of them 
three rations per day, and the sub-directors each of them 
two rations per day: 

And that the forgoing rations shall be inclusive of what 
the several officers aforesaid may be entitled to draw in the 
line of the army.' 

On a motion made by the delegates of Maryland, 

' This report, in the writiiig of Sknrael Oqgood, ia In the Paptrt qf At CoiUbuittat 
Congrtu, No. 22, (olio 169. 
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Resolmd, That Congress do, in behalf of the United States, 
accept all the i^ght, title, interest, jurisdiction, and ckum of 
the State of New Ycffk, as ceded by and contained in the 
instniment of writing executed for that purpose by the 
agents of New York, dated the first March, 1781.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 



Maagaehwetta, 




Ibrylatld, 






Mr. Osgood, 


no)* 


Mr. Hamon, 


•y 


Shode Island, 




CaiToU, 


ay ay 


Mr. Arnold, 


*yio. 


Hemdey, 


«y 


Howdl, 


ayPy 


Virfima, 




OotmeeUetd, 




Ur. Madison, 


Zh 


Mr. Huntington, 


*yia^ 


Bland, 


Dyer, 


ayry 


JVorft CbniKno, 




New Yori, 






l^l* 


Mr. Duane, 


zh 


Blount, 


I/Hommedieu, 


Soulk Oarolim, 




New Jeney, 




Mr. Budedge, 


no 




Mr. Boudinot, 


Zh 


Ramsay, 


«y 


diT 


Witherspoon, 


Isanl, 


ay 




Petmsylvama, 




Garrais, 


no 




Mr. Smith, 


Zh 






Clymer, 






Ddawan, 








Mr. McKeon, 


*7 






DickdnsoD, 


«y «y 






Wharton, 


•7 









So it was resolved in the affirmative.' 

' This remlution, in the vrititig of D&niel Cairoll, ia in the Pap«rt </ tft« ConlmffUoI 
Congnu, No. 36, 1, folio 401. The vote u indoned on the reaolntioii. 

'Tbe toUowiog motioD, in the writing of Eliplulet Dyer, is in the Papers of Aa 
Con&MtOal Congrat, No. S6, 1, folio 409. It ia dated October, 1782: 

pp Dyei'B Motion Beepectiog the acceptance of Nov YoA ceoEdon.] 

Piovided neveitheleas that in accepting the cevion of the State of New York aa 
afoieeaid nothing therein shall be conotrued or understood to confirm or agree to the 
limitation or lestriction of the bovmd&ries of the said State of New York, but that 
the remommt limiU or boumbrU* <^lAe StaU qfJitw York with leqiect to every other 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30* 1783 

A motion vras made by Mr. [Hugh] Williajnson, seconded 
by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 

" That it be resolved, that nothing m the resolve passed 
yeeterday, be miderstood to operate towards preventing the 
detennination of any dispute that has uisen or may aiise 
concerning territory, between the State of New York and 
any other state or states in the imion, by the 9th Article of 
the Confederation, in the same manner as if this ceasion had 
not been made."' 

A motion was made by Mr. p?homas] McEean, seconded 
Ab*. [David] Howell, that the motion be postponed. 

And on the question for postponing, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 



MaaaachAuetia, 
Mr. Osgood, 
Rhode laJatid, 
Mr. Arnold, 
Howell, 
Conneetieat, 
Mr. HuntiDgton, 
Dyer, 
Nob Yorl, 
Mr. Duane, 

L'Honimedieu , 



«y)' 



}- 



New Jeraty, 
Mr. Boudiuot, 
Withetspoon, 
Famsyhania, 
Mr. Smith, 
Clymer, 
Ddanoare, 
Mr. McKean, 
Dickmaon, 



flfntn^rrrnrirfrriirfcn rinrfm'rfitrf gnrl l i jn n m r M in t n t ia T fi n r h n rt i Mit r iiiiil IuIiiil ■■}" 
no influence in U17 future dediion or determination of the renudning limita ol the 
State of New York. 

On this day, according to the indoreement, wm read a letter of October 2G, from 
Lieutenant Colonel Cambiay. It is in No. 78, VI, folio IGl. 

Alao, a letter from Qenetal Washington, datad Head Qaarters, October 26, report- 
ing intelHgence from New York. It is in No. 1£2, XI, folio 1. 

Also, another letter from him of the same date enclosing copies of letters from 
Count de Ve^eouee in reference to Captain Asglll. It was referred to Ur. [John] 
Rtttladge, Ur. [Samuel] Oigood, Ur. [Joseph] Uontgomery, Ifr. [Eliae] Boudiuot, 
Mr. [James] Duane. It ia on folio 6. 

■ This motion, in the writing of Hugh WiUsmgon, is in the Paper* qfA» Omtinmtal 
Contra*, No. 36, I, folio 411. 
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IttnUatii, 




Scalk amUM, 




Mr. Haiuon, 


V 


Ur. BuUedge, 


no) 


CuTon, 


ay «y 


Runssy, 


nol 


Hemsley, 


*y 


luid, 


no "' 


l^ir^ima. 




Qerrus, 


no 


Mr. UftdiBon, 


Z]^- 


Otorgia, 




Bluul, 


Mr.N.W.Jone., 


no)* 


IVora CbroKm, 








Mr. mDiuiiBOii, 


Zh 






Blount, 






So the question was lost. 






On the question 




the yeaa 


and nays being required by Mr. [Hugh] WillianMoi] 


, 


MatadMKtlt, 




JtoyJomi, 




Ur.Oi«ood, 


no)* 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 


EkottUUmi, 




Canon, 


ay ay 


Mr. AmoU, 


noi 
no)"" 


Hemaloy, 


ay 


Howell, 


Virginia, 




OWfMdieai, 




Mp. Madiron, 


^l-"- 


Mr. HmitiDgtoD, 


?)- 


Bland, 


Dyer, 


North OanUms, 




New Yorl, 




Mr. WiniamBon, 


%]'' 


Mr. Diisne, 


*?!.„ 


Blount, 




•yl'^ 


,Soua CarMmi, 




NevfJeney, 




Mr. Butledgo, 


DO 


Mr. Boudjnot, 


:^}- 


Ramsay, 


-.iiv. 


■mtherspoon, 


Izard, 






Gerrais, 


CO 


Smiih, 


:;}-'■ 


Oeorgia, 




Cljmer, 


Mr. N.W.Jones, 


noj* 


Bdmoore, 








Mr. MoKean, 


Zh 






DbkiiiBon, 







80 the question was lost. 

The Becretary at War, to whom was referred a letter of 
25, &om Lieutenant Colonel Cambray, having made report: 

On motion of A&. [John Lewis] Gervais, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Duane, 
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AesoZvei, That the Secretary at War mform lieutenant- 
Colonel Cambray, that Congress entertain the moot fayonf 
aibie a high opinion of his merit and military talents, and 
of his zeal and activity in the service of the United States; 
and that tho B oop e tM y ot Wo f bodijootod to infown - Li e tt - 
ten a nt Coloaol do CambTfty that he has leave of abeence 
for a term not exceedii^ twelve months, from fe e time of hi e 
ombp f ba^n to visit his family in France and that in oaoo of 
hifl OBohan g o ho make ovofyoaortion to jotmm at tho opon ■ 
mg of fe e noat OQgapai g &. -' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Theodorick] 
Bland, Itb*. [Th(»Da8j McKean, and Mr. [Philraion] Diddnson, 
to whom was referred a note from the Hon*^ the Minister of 
France, dated 28, respecting supplies of provifuona sent to the 
enemy from New Jersey: 

The Oommittee to whom were refexred the Note of tho Hoaorable 
tiie Cher, de la Luzerne Mini Plenipo: of France of the 28*^ of 
October 1782, report that it is their opinioa that a continuance of the 
flagitiouB clandestine commerce therein set forth between eome of 
the Citizens of the State of Jersey and the Enemy cannot but be 
attended with the most destructive consequences to the operations 
of the allied Powers by invigorating those of the Common Enemy, 
and therefore call for every exertion to suppress it in the most speedy 
and effectual manner possible. In addition therefore to the steps 
already taken by the United States in Congress assembled and the 
measures already recommended to the sevwal States in the Union 
by tiieir Besolutions of and 

Resolved, lliat a copy of the information be transmitted 
without delay to the executive of New Jersey, with a request 
tha,t it be laid before the l^;islature of the said State; and 
that a copy be sent to the Commander in Chief, with direc- 
tions to take speedy and effectual measures to suppress the 
said pernicious clandestine commerce.* 

' This reoolutioo, in the writing of John Lewis OerralB, ia in the Papen of (At OmK- 
nmlal Cangreu, No. 36, I, folio 415. The SecteOry at War^ letter on wUdi It ma 
bwed is in No. 149, tl, folio 113. 

* This report, in the writing of Theodorick Bbuid, ia in the Paptn ofAa ContmmUd 
Omgrm, No. 25, II, foUo 137. 
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Wu Omoi, Odoter 19, ml. 
Sol, 

I have before me my report to Congrees on the memorUl of Capt* 
Schraber which has been referred back with a direction to the Sec- 
retary at War to report a Resolution Tn^Hng % proper provision for 
the MemotiaUat (Captain Schreiber) and others in nmilar drcum- 
stanoes. 

There are few, Sir, if any whose circumstances are so peculiar as 
those of Captain Schreiber; he is a deranged officer and has no fai^ 
ther expectations from the United Statee, his future hopes are built 
on military Service; he is therefore exceedingly anxious to leave 
America and try his fortune in Europe. Therefore to grant him full 
pay and rations untill exchanged would not avail him, as a detention 
may frustrate his views and embarrass him hereafter; to do more and 
pronuse a support thro life might be a bad precedent and involve ua 
in future difficulUes. 

Though I am far from wishing that Congress would recede gen- 
erally from their late resolutions, yet I consider this Case so very 
particular that I should be happy to see Captain Schreiber exchanged. 

If Congress should not think proper to deviate from thdr general 
system, I cannot see but that the foreign deranged officers, who are 
detained here, have a just claim on the public for th^ rations and 
pay until they are exchanged, and that so much of their pay aa will 
enable them to support themselves should be advanced. 

The case of deranged Officers who are Citizens of America and who 
are at home with thrar families and who are attending to their domestic 
affairs is in my opinion quite different. 

Should Congress continue their pay it will I suppose compensate 
them for all the evils they suffer by being Fiisoners on Parole. 

I wish the ideas of Congrees on these observations and I will report 
reeolves accordingly.' 

Wab Optice, Odaher £9, 17818. 
Snt, 

In obedience to the Order of Congress I have consulted the Com- 
mander in chief on the report of a Committee relative to promotions 
and on a Motion of iSi. Sutledge on the same subject and beg leave 
to submit to the consideration of Congress the following mode of pro- 
motion from the rank of Colonels to that of Brigadiers; 

> Thii report u in the Papvt gf (he Cointinmtid Congrtm, No. 149, n, bUo 73. 
According to Hie indonement, it was read on thia dfty, ukd rdwrad to Ifr. [^eodoiick] 
Bknd, yti. [Bunnel] 0«BDod and Hr. [Fhileaion] Dickinnn. 
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That iha United States shall compose three divisionB, the Hastem, 
Ifiddle and Southern; New Hampshire, Massachusette, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut shall form the Eastern — ^New York, New 3etserj, 
PennsylTania, Delaware and Maryland the middle — Yiigiuia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Qeoi^ the Southern. 

That in all such Stat«e where their Numbers of Troops in the field 
are sufficient to form one or more Brigades, the Brigadiers shall be 
appointed from the senior Colonels in tiie line of such States, and 
when Brigadiers shall be wanted to command Brigades within either 
of the divisions composed of the Troops of such States who have not 
indiTidually numbers in the ficdd sufficient to form a Brigade, the 
Brigadiers shall be appointed from the senior Colonels in bui^l Bri- 
gades. Little was said respecting the appointment of Major Qanerals, 
but it seeoned to be the general T(nce ^at th^ should beappointed 
from the senior Brigadiers excepting in cbms of merit.* 

Ordered, That a letter of 29th October, 1782, from the Secretary at 
War, respecting an idlowance to purchasing and issuing Commissaries 
in Southern Department be referred to the Superintendant of Finance. 

Ordered, That so mudi of Lieut. Col. Cambray's letter as respects 
an advance <A pay be referred to the Superintendant of Finance.' 

> This report ia in the Paper* of i3u ConiuMnJal Cimgrtu, No. 149, I, folio 651. 
A copy is on folio 667 and the letter of tzuumittol, also dated October 29, is on folio 
649. The indotBement ihows tbat it tm read October 30, entered, ifad ThurBday, 
November 7, usigned. A aecond indoraemeut is in No. 149, II, folio S3, and dunra, 
M do the entriiM iji Committee Boob No. 1B6 and No. 191 that it wa« committed, 
im November 18, to Mr. [Daniel] Canoll, ib. [Samuel] Osgood and Hi. [Richard] 
Feten, and oa December 6, to Ur. [Daniel] Carroll, ISx. [Samuel] Osgood and lb. 
[John Taylor] Gilman. 'Rte report of the fl^rt committee was delivered December 2 
and debited and lost December 4 ; that of the second committee was delivered Decem- 
ber 10 and passed December 12. 

* Hmso tvo orders weoe entered only in the journal kept by the Becretvy of Congre* 
for the Superintendent of Finance: Jfomt Papers, Congnanotvil Proeeedmgt. 

On this day, according to the indorsanent, a letter of October 29, from the 
Secretary of War, inclonng a state of the Invalid Regiment, was read. It was referred 
toUr.(liieodoiick]Bland,Mr.[8amuel]OiCOod,Ui. [Philemon] Dickinson. It is in 
die Paptn of O* ContmenU^ Qmgrm, No. 149, II, folio 77. Bee pott December 19. 

Also, a letter of October 30 from the Secretary at War, on the expectations of the 
tfficeis of the army. It was referred, as shown by the indorsement and l>y Committee 
Book, No. 186, to Ur. [Daniel] GaiToU,Ur. [Elias] Boadinot, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland; 
and on November 7 Mr. [Samuel] Osgood was appointed on the committee, in place 
<d Hr. Boudinot. On November 20 such parts as relate to the pay of the umy were 
referred to the Superintendant of Finance to report, ^le letter is in No. 149, II, Iblio 
lOG. See post November IS. 
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[THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 178a.] 

Wab Offiob, October SO, 178£. 

On tita memorial of Mr. Rea, referred to me, I can only observe 
that he was appointed by General Howe to act as Deputy Jadge 
Advocate in Oeoi^a, on the second of October, 1778, which was 
prior to any resolve of Congress authorising such an appointment; 
it should, therefore, have been considered as temporary, as had been 
the usage in the States, and he ought to have been reported when 
captured as a CStizen; but contrary thereto he was returned and 
gave his parole as a Deputy Judge Advocate, by which he is now 
held as a prisoner of war, and he does not conaidor himself exchanged 
with the ]tdilitia. 

He has applied for pay, but I did not think myself authorised to 
issue a warrant in his favor imder these circumstances, without the 
partseular directions of Congr e s s .' 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER i, 1783 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Theodonck] Bland, Mr. 
[JonathaQ] Jackson and Mr. [David] Howell, appointed to 
make enquiiy into the causes of the detention of goods pur- 
chased in Holland, having brought in a report: 

The Committee to whom was refer'd the letters and reports of 
Lt. Col. Laurens to Congress, concerning his Mission to the Court of 
France, &c. — On the motion of Mr. Bland, together with the letter of 
Mr. Jackson of the 26th day of July, 1782, and an extract of a letter 
from Dr. FranUin of tho day of 1782, 

Beg leave to report, 

■ ^nui wpatt is im tbe Paptn <jf Hit Continental OongrtM, No. 42, VI, folio 46G. 
Accoiding to fits indonement, it waa tomI October 31. 

On October 31, ■ccordiog to tlifl indonement, was lead a letter of October 30 &oni ike 
Becretaiy at War, teapectiag lieutanont colonela commandant. It vtm lefened to 
Mr. paniel] OmtoU, lb. [Eliaa] Bondinot, Mr. [Tbeodorick] Bland. It U in No. 149, 
II, folio 101. 

Alio, on October 31, according to entry in Committee Book No. 188, a letter, of 
October 30, from the Secretary at War, respecting a paymaBter for the Virginia Line, 
was read, and lefened back to the Secretary at War to rep(»t. This letter is in No. 
149, II, folio 129. 
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That they have made strict Inquiry concermng the Loan and Dona- 
tions obtained from the Court of France of that part of the SpCKie 
which was directed to be brought over, as also of the detention of the 
0othing and other Stores purchased by Col. Laurens or his order, and 
tiie causes of a non-compliance with certain contracts entered into 
by tiie said Lt. CoL Laurens for the above purposes. Upon which 
Inrestigation and Enquiry it appears to the ComR that prior to the 
arrival of Lt. CoL Laurens in France and in consequence of duplicate 
Instructions and Oommiasion which had been sent to our l£nister 
Flenipo : at the Court of France to act in the absence of Lt. Col. Laurens 
who was appointed spedal ifinister. The said Min: plenipo: had 
obtained from that Court a promise of a donation of six HiUion of 
livres toumois which Sum was to have issued from the royal Treasury 
of France for the Use of the United States from time to time as it 
might be drawn for by Gen. Washington at distant periods. That 
on the arrival of Lt. Col. Laurens, it appears that special Minister took 
up the matter in a different view, and by repeated, strong and well 
timed memorials presented to the most Xian King our August Ally 
and each of his principal Ministers of State accompanied with a 
pathetic picture of our distresses, he obtained a promise from that 
Court that 4,000,000 of the 6,000,000 should be shipped in Specie for 
America in pursuance of the direction and wish of Congress ; that two 
million should be retained to pay for the military Stores he was com- 
missioaed to apply for; that 4,000,000 more should be granted trom 
the royal Treasury of 'France to pay the Bills of Exchange drawn on 
I>r. Franklin as they might become due; and that a Loan should be 
opened in Holland on Accol of the United States for Ten KCUion, 
which should be guaranteed by his most Christian Maj^ty, TnftlHng 
in the whole 20,000,000 of Livres, which was all to issue from his royal 
Treasury for the use of the United States as will appear by the papers 
alluded to in the margin, which your comn beg leave may be read as 
far as they relate to this subject and considered as part of their report. 

Notwithstanding the above arrangements and most prudent pre- 
cautions taken by your special JGnister Lt. Col. Laurens for carrying 
them into immediate Execution guarded by him with positive 
Instructions and accompanied with precise orders from the Director 
General of the Finances of France, y? Com" find the measures taken 
for the shipment of one and a half of livres were defeated by a posi- 
tive Order from the Minister Plenipo : from the United States at the 
Court of Versailles in despite of every argument and effort and against 

ST08'— »0L 3S_14 IS 
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such a proceeding by Capt. J&ckson acting under the above Orders 
of yoorspecial Minister without any other reason for bo doing, but that 
it was money obtcuned thro' his the sud Minister Plenipo's application, 
and that it was neceeaary he should have the disposal of it for sup- 
porting the credit of the United States in Europe, in paying the Bits 
which had been or might be drawn on him and complying with the 
contracts or debts which had been or would be incurred in France 
and Holland on Account of the United States altho' it appears from 
the settlement already referred to that there was a balance of four 
million two hundred fourteen thousand, e^ht hundred and ninety- 
one livrea exclusive of the one million and an half sent to Amsterdam 
to be ship'd and afterwards remitted to the said minister, or at his 
disposal 

How far Contracts or Engagements entered into by any of your 
Sfintaters in Europe will justify the application of Monies belonging 
to the United States to t^erent purposes than those to which Con- 
gress have thot proper to appropriate them, 3rour Comit do not under^ 
t^e to determine, altho' it does not appear to your Comft from an 
account or papers they have had access to that any such Contracts or 
Engagements subsisted at the Time the Money was remanded back 
to Palis, as could justify such a proceeding in the Minister plenipo: 
at the Court of Versailles in direct contravention of Arrangements 
taken between their special Minister Lt. CoL Xjaurens and the Frraich 
KGnistryas wiU appear by the papers already referred to, by which it 
appears the money was to be delivered to the Order of Col: Laurens, 
to be ship'd to America. 

^th respect to the Goods purchased in Holland by Col: Laurens's 
Order, your Comit beg leave to observe that your said special Min? 
appears from the Preamble and Tenor of a Contract ent? into between 
hi"* and Conmiodore QiUon of South Carolina, to have been induced 
by the said Commodore Gillon to believe that the Vessel of which 
he had the Command in HoUand was of sufficient Capacity to contain 
and bring over, and of force to defend a considerable quantity of 
Clothing and Stores for the use of the Army of the United StatM at 
the same time that it afforded a safe opportunity for importing the 
Money above mentioned. To accomplish these deeireable purposes 
your special Minister aforesaid dispatched to Holland Capt. Wm. 
Jackson of the South Carolina line, with positive and direct Instruc- 
tions, to superintend the purchases of the said Qoods, to inspect their 
quality, to inform himself on the spot of the capacity of the Frigate 
Smtih Carolina, to select the Goods stipulated to be delivered for use 
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of the Umted States by Ckiininodore Gillon, which were to make a 
part of near fifty Thousand Pounds Sterling worth, which C!ol: Laurens 
appears t^ an Estimate delivered to Vii de Neufville to have had an 
Intention of purchasing in Holland, provided the said frigate's 
capacity and ability to stow them was sufiBcient, With an Injunction 
not to purchase more Goods than the frigate above mentioned shf 
be fouixd capable of containing. 

Your Comit find however that notwithstanding these precautions 
taken and lajunctions given by your special Minister, and notwith- 
Btanding the delusive representations made to him of the capacity of 
the said frigate by Commodore Gillon, she was on further Kxamina- 
tooQ found incapable of containing the whole purchases, whereby it 
became in the opinion of those concerned necessary that Transports 
shof be freighted to carry the Surplus. It does not appear tiiat any 
strict Scrutiny had been made relative to the Capacity of the said 
£i^ate until aJl or the greatest part of the Goods were purchased and 
ready to be shipt. Your Comn have not been able to procure duect 
proof by whom the said Ships were taken up, but are inclined to 
believe from an Indemnification offered by Capt. Jackson, in which 
be was joined by a certain Mr. Searie, and from some arrangemoits 
made by the said Capt. Jackson, that the Goods were ship'd on board 
them at least with his (Capt. Jackson's) concurrence. Be this as it 
may, your ComK find that the Goods were on board the said freighted 
Slips and arrangemoits taken for the ships sailing under convoy of 
the said SoviK Carolina Frigate when Commodore Gillon demanded 
a Completion on the part of Capt. Jackson, with that part of his 
Contract which entitled him to receive BiUa of Exchange drawn by 
Mr. J. AdiviDs on Wm. Franklin Mini Flenipo: to the Amount of Ten 
Thousand Pounds Sterling in Consideration of Goods to that amount 
which it appears had been delivered to him by the said Commodore 
Gillon as specified in the Contract; which demand being refused, 
the said Commodore found it neoessaiy to sail out of the port to 
avoid beong stop'd by his Creditors on whose account, as the Con- 
tract sets forth, he had among other considerations entered into the 
said Contract. It also appears to your Comft from sundry papers 
that the said Commodore Gillon remained twelve days atandhig off 
and on at the Mouth of the Texel in Expectation that the agreement 
respecting the BiUs wof be complied with, and that the vessels freighted, 
as above mentioned, wof come out to go under his convoy. In both 
which Expectations he was disappointed, imtil every prudential 
conuderation rendered it expedient to save bis vessel that he should 
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proceed on his Toyege, which he did accordingly on the I9th of August. 
Nor does it appear to your Comtt that the said Commodore received 
the Bills as spedfied in the Contract until about that time, altho' the 
Qoods had been delivered over by him and were in the posBcsraon of 
Capt. Jackson or at his order from the 14th of May until the ship left 
the Texel, subsequent to which it appears that the Balance of the ten 
Thousand Pounds Sterlf in Bills of Exchange drawn on the Uin? 
Plenipo: at the Court of Versailles, by Capt. Jackson, was delivered to 
the said Commodore Gillon, not as appears in compliance with the 
Terms of the original Contract, but as an inducement for the said 
Commodore to ^gn the Charter partys of the Vessels taken up as 
Transports above mentioned, which appears to have been rendered 
necessary and an indispensable requisite to the departure of the said 
Vessels, for those concerned in them, absolutely refusing to let them 
sail without such signatures; — for the proof this your Conut beg 
leave to refer Congress to Mr. De Neufvillee as in the Ma^in. 

Your Comtt are of opinion that in his Exertions to procure the 
Shipment of the Specie and in hasteoibg and expediting the purchase 
of the Goods, and disposing them to be brought to America, no 
person co* have acted with greater Zeal and Activity than Capt. 
Jackson as appears by several papers already refrar'd to, and the 
Testimony of our Minn Plenipo: at VersaiUee and the Hague and 
your spedal Mini, but they cannt refrain from saying that in th^ 
opinion some ill founded su^estioos (which be acknowledges to have 
received In Paris, and which by a Letter of his dated Corunna, 
Sept. 26, 1781, appear to have come from the Mint Plenipo: to the 
Court of Versailles from these States) had caused a want of confidauce 
in Commodore Gillon's honor as well as honest Intentions and occa^ 
sionod the said Capt. Jackson to conceive it to be his duty to withhold 
from ^im , the stipulated Sum in the Contract and of course may with 
reason and propriety be assigned as the remote cause of the detention 
of the Money and Qoods which wof otherwise have come out to 
America — the Qoods if not in the ^lip SotUh OaroUna at least under 
the convoy of that Ship. 

Your Comf! are of Opinion that Commodore Gillon has on his part 
been wanting in a fair and candid representation to Col. Laurens of 
the State and Cases of his Ship prior to the signing of the Contract, 
and altho' they do not conceive him guilty of any specific Breach of 
the said Contract, which wo# subject him to damages, yet they cannot 
acquit him of having (in thdr opinion) given a delusive account of the 
said Vessel to the aforesaid special Mini for the purpose, as it appeals 
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to your Comn, of Obtaining Money to extricate himself from the 
difficulties in which he was inTolved. 

Should Congress approve the report of th^ Com«, In Order that 
future Appropriations of the Monies of the United States may be 
prevented, other than such as are constitutionally directed by Con- 
gress, the Com*! beg leave to propose the following Beeolution: 

Whereas, one Million and an half of livres toumois, part of Monies 
obtained from the Cot of France for the United States by the Hon^if 
Col: Laurens, their special MlnT to that Court, having been by him 
directed to he Ship'd from Amsterdam in compliance with Orders he 
had received from Congress; 

And Whereas, in express contravention of the sud Direction, the 
said Specie after bdng sent to Amsterdam to be ship'd, was wiUiout 
the oiders or Sanction of Congress (for so doing) remanded by the 
Minr Plenipo: at the Court of Versailles, back to Paris for the purpose, 
as he allei^es, of applying it to other Uses; 

Ther^ore, reaohed, That the said Mini be informed that Congress 
highly disapprove his Conduct in so doing, as well on account of the 
Embarrassment, into which such a Proceeding must throw the 
finances of these States, if practised by any person whatsoever, 
without a proper authority derived from Congress for so doing, as 
on Accotmt of such a Measure being an imconstitutional Appropriar 
tion of the Money of these United States, which can be made only 
by at least nine States in Congress assembled.' 

On motion of the del^ates of South Carolina, 

Resolved, That so much of the report as respects Commodore 
GiUon be dismissed: that the several papers mentioned 
therein be referred to the Superintendant of finance, and if 
it shall appear to him that the United States have good cause 
of action against Commodore GiUon, in behalf of the State 
of South Carolina for damages on the subject matter of the 
report, that the Superintendant of finance take measures 
for having such dispute between the United States and the 
said State settled according to equity and good conscience, 
by arbitrators to be appointed by the governor of the said 
State and the Superintendant of finance, the delegates of the 

■ This report, in tbe writing of a cUik, ia In tlie Paptn ofOu Qmiiiuntal Congnu, 
No. 19, III, folio 449. 
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said State engagii^ that it vill submit to such a mode of 
determination.' 

On a report from the Secretary at War, 

Who'eafl several paymasters of the Virginia line are now 
prisoners of war, and from their dispersed situations are 
incapable of attending to settle the accounts of their respec- 
tive regiments; and Lieutenant Charles Stackly having been 
appointed by a meeting of the Virginia officers to receive 
their warrants for the moneys advanced on accoimt of pay 
and subsistance: 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War is empowered to issue 
his warrants, on account of the offices of the Virginia line, 
for pay and rations, in favour of the said Lieutenant Charles 
Stackly, as paymaster to the line, until the commandii^ 
officer thereof shall report that it is organized into fo- 
ments, and that the several paymasters are acting.' 

Ordered, That & report of a Conmiittee on a letter of August 2d from 
the Supenntendent of FinaDce respectiitg the 4th Class of the United 
States Lottery be referred to the Superintendent of Finance to 
report.* 

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER a, 178a 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Duane, tSi. 
[David] Ramsay and Mr. [Samuel] Wharton, to whom was 
referred a letter of 1, from the Secretary at War, report, 

That they have had a conference with the two deputies 
of the Catawba nation of Indians : that their mission respects 
certain tracts of lands reserved for their use in the State of 

■ Thu modon, in th« writing of John Butl«dge, is In tli« Papfft i^tht Cbntwwnlol 
Om^ai, No. 36, I, folio 417. 

* This report IB in the Paperio/lA«Om(m«n(aJ CmvnM, No. UO, II, IdioUS. 

■ This ordei ms entered only in the jounwl kept by the Secretuy of Congren for 
die Superintendent of Fiiunce: UorriM Papen, Congrittvmal Pnxtedingt. 

Accooding to Committee Book No. 186, a "report cd the Grand Cotnmittee on a 
mem<aial of tlie General Assembly of Penna;^vaai», ralatlve to payment of interest, 
Ac", ma on this day referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Kr. [rbomM] UcKeut and 
Ur. [David] Howell. Bee antt, August SO, and pott, Navembn 12. 
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South Carolina, which they wish may be bo secured to their 
tribe as not to be intruded into by force, nor alienated even 
with their own consent; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of the 
State of South Carolina, to mak e tbo PfOTiaion waquoatod 
by the a oid TribO ' or take such measures for the Batiafaction 
and security of the said tribe as the said legislature shall in 
their wisdom think fit. 

Ordered, That in consideration of the fidelity of the said 
tribe in the cause of the United States, the Seo^tary at War 
make the said two deputies presents, not exceeding; the value 
of two hundred dollars.' 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [John] 
'Vntherspoott, 

Revived, That the several matters now before Congress be 
referred over and recommended to the attention of the United 
States in Congress assembled, to meet at this place on Mon- 
day next. 



UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 178a 



The following members attended, from 
New York, 
Mr. Jamee Duuie, 



JVew Bampahire, 
Mr. John Taylor Oilman, 
Phillips White, 

Mr. Samuel Osgood, 
Shade Island, 

Mr. Jonathan Arnold, 
David Howell, 
Oomnee^cvi, 

Mr. Buijamin Huntington, 
Eliphalet Dyer, 

* This raport, in flw wridi^ of luues Duuie, u in the Paptrt of At CoTiiuitnial Cm- 
pni. No. 27, iolio IW. TheS«a«tarrfttWKr'a letter of Noramboil iaiaNo. 149, II, 
lidiol21. 



Ezra L'Hommedieu, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. EUas Boudinot, 
John 'Withenpocm, 
Penruylvania, 

Mr. Thomas Smith, 
Geoi^e Clpner, 
Henry Wynkoop, 
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North OarcUna, 
Mr. Abner Nash, 

Hugh Williamson, 
\riUiam Blount, 
South CaroUna, 
Mr. John Kutledge, 
Balph Izaril, 
David Ramaa;, 
John Lewis GcrraiB. 



Delaware, 
Mr. Thomas McKean, 
Samuel Wharton, 
Ji^tryland, 
Mr. John Hanson, 
Daniel Carroll, 
William Hemsley, 
Virgvnia, 
Mr. James Madison, 
llieodorick Bland, 

Their credentiala being read, the states proceeded to tiie 
election of a President; and the ballots being taken, the hon. 
Elias Boudinot was elected. 

At a General AssemUy of the Oovemor and Company of the State 
of Connecticut, holden at Hartford in said State: On the 
[seal] second Thursday of October, in the year of Our Lord One 
thousand, Seven himdred, and eighty two. 

Besoioed by this AsemMy, that the Hon*<i Eliphalet Dyer Esqi be 
and He hereby is appointed one of the Delegates to represent this 
State in the Coi^rees of the United States of America for the year 
ensuing, to commence on the first Monday of Kovember next, with 
the same powers, authorities and priviledges as the other Delegates 
of this State are vested with, who were elected in May last. 

A true Copy of Record 

"F.Tftfriin J 

By GiOBOB WTU.TB Secref 

^j^^^]^''}l»THBH0U8B0»KBPEB8BKTATITMSepCJ.#»i7S« 

Voted, that the Honorable John Taylor Oilman Esq be and he 
hereby is appointed a Delegate to represent this State in the Con- 
tinental Congress for the term of one year from this date unless 
sooner relieved or recalled by the Oeneral Assembly of this State 
with all the Powers and Priviledges which the other Delegates from 
this State have heretofore had and enjoyed agreeable to the Confed- 
eration of the United States 
Sent up for Concurrence 

JOHK Lakodon Spaiker 
In Coundl the same day read and concurred 

J Pbabson D 8ei^ 
Copy Exam" 

by J. Peabsoh D SeOi 
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State of New 1 -^^ ,^^ Hodsb of RBPitEBEirrATrvBa Sep* 1S» 178» 

Voted, that the Honorable Pbillipe White Esq be and he hereby 
is appointed a Delegate to represent this State in the Continental 
Coi^ress for the term of one Year from this date unless sooner 
relieved or recalled by the General Assembly of this State with all 
the Powers and Fri-viledgeB which other Bdegates from this State 
have heretofore had and enjoyed agreeable to the Confederation of 
the United States 
Sent up for Conciurence 

JoHK Lanodon Speaker 
In Council the same day read So conctured 

E Thompson Sedi 
Copy Ezam** 

by J. Peaesok D Setf 

CoDNOn. Ceahbes BoOon June T*' 178B 
Sib, 

I am directed by the Honble Gen! Court to Notify your honors 
being Elected Yesterday by joint Balot of the Senate and House of 
Representatives as a Del^ate from this Commonwealth to the Con- 
gress of the United States to serve in Congress for One year to Com- 
mence on the first Monday in Nov^ next & You'l please to lay your 
Answer on the receipt of this Notification before the General Court. 
I am with Every Sentiment of Esteem 
Your honors 

Very hum: Servt 

John Atkbt StiH 
Hon. Saml Osgood EsqT 

Vebginia, to wit, 

In Oeneral AuemUly 

Satuedat the IB'* June 178t, 
Be$ch}ed that James Madison jt, Eldmund Randolph, Joseph Jones, 
Theodorick Kond }'■, and Arthur Lee Esquires be appointed Dele- 
gates to represent this Commonwealth in Congress for one Year from 
the first Monday in November nexU 

Archibald Cast S^S. 
JoBK Ttlbh S. H. D." 

' According to Qi« rscord, tibe cndentialB printed hara ware the only one* lead on 
Novembw 4. The origiiuJa kra in the Paptrt of tht ConHnmtal Congrtu, CnimtiaU 
^ DtJe^olM. Tliey ware entered In No. 179, Raeord of CrtdenUdU, and not in the 
Joomal. 
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On motion of Mr. [Jamee] Duane, seoonded by Mr. [Ralph] 
Izard, 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congresa be given to tbe 
Hon. John Hanson, late President of Congresa, in testimony - 
of their approbation of his conduct in the ohcur, and in the 
execution of public business. 

PkloUon of W Hugh WiUiamson retpeeting North Carolina Troops.] 
Whereas it is represented that the State of North CaroUna was 
zealousl7 pressed by the Commander in Chief in the Southern Depart- 
ment at the last sitting of the General Assemhlj in May last to send 
immediate support to the army under his command whose situation 
was critical and dangerous, and that not being able with the necessaiy 
dispatch to raise a sufGicient number of Troops for three years or 
during the war, they caused 1500 men to be immediately draughted 
for IS months. 

And whereas the Southern States may be endangered while the 
Enemy continue in that quarter by a sudden diminution of our 
Army, 

Reaohed, That the Commander of the Southern Army be insteuoted 
to retun in the public service so many of the late 18 months drafts 
of the State of North Carolina as he shall think the public safety 
may require, and that a proportionate number of officers shall be 
continued In full pay for the command of those Troops while they 
are in the field, the resolution of the 7A of August notwit^tanding.' 

On the report of the Secretary at War, to whom was 
referred a motion of Mr. (Hugh) WUIiamson, respecting the 
North Carolina troops: 

Wab OrriCK, November 1*, 178t. 
Sm, 

I have read with attention the report of a Committee appcnnted 
to Consider whether the Officen and troops belonging to the Lines of 
some States in the Union may not be affected by the resolves of the 
7*^ of August respecting the Anny, so as to injure the public service. 

I TUb modon, In the wiltliig of Hugh WilllamBon, ii in the Pap«ra o/ th« 0(»n(m«rUaI 
CbnfTVH, No. S6, 1, folio 419. It la undated, but iba indonement rafen to th« raso- 
lution of November 4 on the subject, tuA % comparimD of it vith the report of the 
Secretary at Wir and the loaolntion that waa adopted indicates that this wae the 
" report " that wai read October 28, and rafamd to the Bacietary at War. Seeantt, 
Octobers. 
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It appeals to me that the draught of a reBolre which the Cotninittee 
have reported will if passed make a necessary and proper provision, 
and that it will not be productive of any ill coosequences. 

I b^ leave however to inquire whether the resolve would not be 
better understood if the foUowii^ words were added — 

And ihen retire on the same principles or eraolumenia, on which they 
vxnild ha/oe retired had not the operation of ihe aoid resolve been ms- 
pended.^ 

Resolved, That the commander of the southern army be 
instructed to retain, in the public service, so many of the 
late eighteen months' drafts, of the State of North Carolina, 
as he shall think the public safety may require; and that a 
proportionate number of officers shall be continued in full 
pay, for the conmiand of those troops, while they are in the 
field, the resolution of the 7th of August, notwithstanding; 
and that they then retire on the same principles or emolu- 
ments on which they would have retb-ed had not the operas 
tion of the eaid resolve been suspended.* 

TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 5, 1783 

On motion of "Mi. [David] Howell, seconded by Mr. [Samuel] 
Osgood, 

Regolved, That all committees appointed by the last Con- 
gress, and havii^ business before them, be, and they are 
hereby, authorised to proceed in the same, and that they 
make report as soon as may be. 

The credentials of the del^ates of New Jersey, were read; 
by which it appears, that at a joint meeting of the council 
and assembly at lYenton, on the 30 October, 17S2, the 
Eon. E[lias] Boudiuot, A[braham] Clark, J[onathan] Ehner, 
S[ilas] Condict, and Fred[erick] Frelinghujnsen, were elected, 
and any two or more of them empowered to represent and 

'This report i8 in IbaPajwrto^lAcCnUmmCoI Omgrtu, No. 149, II, folio 125. 

* On thii dsy, according to the indonmnent, ■ latter from Geneial Wubiagton, daied 
Read Qnartcn, Nmrtnugh, October 30, was read. It ia in the Papen of tkt CantiMii- 
taZ Oongrm, No. 1S2, ZI, folio 17. 



,y Google 



713 Joumalg ^ Congress 

vote in behalf of that State in the Congress of the United 
States of America, from the 5 of November, 17S2, to the 5 
November, 1783, unless a new appointment shall sooner 
take place. 

Nbw Jbbsbt 
Trenton October SO^ 178S. 
The Council & Assembly proceeded to the election of fire Delegates 
to represent the Bud State in Congreaa when 
The honth Eliaa Boudinot 
Abraham Clark 
Jonathan Elmer 
Slsa Condiot and 
Frederick Frelinghuysen EsqR 
were duly elected. 

Resolved therefore that the aud Ellas Boudinot, Abraham Clark, 
Jonathan Elmer, Silas Condict & Frederick Frelinghuysen Esqn or 
any two or more of them be empowered to represent Ss vote in 
behalf of this State in the Congress of the United States of North 
America from the fifth day of November next, until the fifth day of 
November in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & 
dghty three, imless a new appointment shall sooner take place. 

It b nevertheless expected that three of the Del^ates do con- 
stantly attend in Congress imless prevented by sickness or other 
accident. 

By order of Joint MeeUng 
John Cox Chairmait.^ 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Tbeo- 
dorick] Bland, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [Philemon] 
Dickinson, to whom were referred a report of the Secretary 
at War [of the 29th of October] on the case of Captfun 
Schieiber and a memorial of the said Captain Schreiber: 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be authorised 
to obtain the exchange of Captain Schreiber, Ia.te of the 
corps of En^eers, and Captain Second, late of Pulaski's 
corps, the resolution of the 16 day of October last not- 
withstanding, and that they have leave of absence. 

'Tb»oiig^iuliaia.QiePaptrtoftlitCo>UinenUdConfrtM,VvwStaoY, CnimAaUef 
DcIipBtw. It WM entorad in No. 170. Rteord of Owbnttolf , and not in tlw Journal. 
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Yeitf Committoe - h ay in g - e o ngidoFed tho - p w yg ft ph of tho aa id to 



B ftnd who hayobeop dop a agod - in pui ' snanoe of th e-i'efle- 

^^ lutioD fl o f tbo - ad and M rt - day - of Oofaoboi^ 17 8 0) and 

7 t h day ef - AugoHfe - la a t am of-o p int e n that tho pay 

of B ueb - <rf5 e eT 8 g hoald oon t miio until tboy ai'o eaohangod ba t-tbat 

fe e t f- f ft tion e- and - otbci' emolumonto ■ eca a o fpom- fe h e- timo that -tbetf 

d oFMi g cmont f C B peotivoIy tooli plaoo oxoept whows a noh offieow fl hall 

be f ea bwined within tho lino s of tho onomyj 

Bo a olved) Tha t ^ l- for o ign offioow while in ooptiyity bo entit le d 

t o - dfw ff- full pay ■ and --B o bB iationoe (notwithot a nding 

t bey fl hall haye - been - doF aB ged - by -a ny paat-or futoro 

W ia olq t i o n ' o f ■ Cengpe aa ) Bntiloiobaag e d r 

The committee having considered the report of the Secre- 
tary at War respecting the invalid regiment report, 

Ordered, That the Secretary at War lay before Congress, 
as soon as may be, a parHctUar state of the invalid corps.* 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer, and Mr. [John] Witherspoon, to whom 
were referred a letter of the 16 September last, from Gov- 
ernor Clinton, a deposition of Joel Bigelow, and a memorial 
of Charles Phelps, with sundry papers therein enclosed and 
referred to: 

Congress took into considotitioa the report of the com- 
mittee, consisting of Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, and 
Mr. [Richard] Law, as entered on the journal of the 17 of 
April last; and the resolution proposed by this conamittee 
beii^ read and debated, 

' niifl report, in the writiiig of a clerk, is in the Papert of Oit Cortiinmibd ConfrtH, 
No. IS. V, iblio 205. 

Th« followteg motion, in Qie writing of Sunuel Otgood, and undated, ii in No. 36, 
IV, foUo 283: 

Saolved, That th« P we hHy •» W ea Conuoander in Chief be and hereby is empow- 
tmd to exchange Capt. Scriber and Capt Begond two foreign officera deranged from 
tba Service of the United States. 

That it be referred to th« Secretary at War who ia directed to coniult the Conuoander 
in Chief and take order if deemed expedient. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by 
Mr. [EUpbalet] Dyer, to postpone the consideration of the 
resolution proposed by the committee, in order to consider 
the following propomtion: 

That the preliminary required of the people, inhabiting 
the territory called Vermont, by a resolve of August 20, 
1781, as mdispensably necessary to the recc^ition of their 
independence, has been complied wiih on their part. 

A division was called for, and on the question to postpone 
the consideration of the resolution proposed by the commit- 
tee, and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James] 
Duane, 



iVew Sampthin, 




Ddimm, 




Mr. GOmui, 


?h 


Ui.UcKeu, 


zw 


Wliite, 


Whirton, 


WuttuihvMtU, 




Mm/land, 




Mr. Osgood, 


«7)' 


Mr.CiOTolI, 


Z]^^ 


Bhod« Idani, 




Hemaley, 


Mr. Ainold, 


:j}- 


F«vinio, 




HowflU, 


Ui. Madixm, 


:;)-" 


Cotuuctietd, 




BUuid, 


Mr. Huntinffton, 


zw 


Xortk Carolmi, 




Dyer, 


Mp.NMh, 


%]- 


Nev, Yori, 




Blount, 


Mr. Duane, 


UOI 

no}™ 


SmaamjUm, 




L'Hommediau, 


Ur. BnUedge, 


•y 


NewJeney, 




Uai, 


•y '7 


Mr, Boudinot, 


no)* 


QemiB, 


V 


PttmtyJvania, 








Mr. Smith, 


%h 






Wynkoop, 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. [Samuel] O^ood, seconded by Mr. 
Mndi e on [William] Blount, 

Resolved, That the resolution passed this morning respects 
ing Captains Schreiber and Second be reconsidered. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7. 178a 

Congress again took into consideration the Resolution 
respecting Captains Schreiber and Second, and on motion of 
lib-. [Daniel] Carroll, seconded by Mr. [James] Madison, 

Resolved, That the same be and hereby is repealed. 

On the report of the committee, consisting of Mr. [John] 
Rutledge, Ifr. [Samuel] Osgood, Ifr. [Joseph] Montgomery, 
Mr. [Elias] Boudinot, and Mr. [James] Duane, to whom were 
referred the lett^ of 19 August from the Commander in 
Chief, the report of a committee thereon, and motions of 
Mr. [Hugh] ^^Uiamson and Mr. [John] Rutledge relative 
thereto, and also another letter of 25 October, from the 
Commander in Chief, with a copy of a letter to him from the 
Count de Vergennes, dated 29 Jiily last, interceding for 
Captain Asgill: 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be, and he is 
hereby directed to set Captain Asgill at lilaerty.' 

The Committee, oonsistingof Mt [Daniel], Carroll, Mt [Elias] Boudinot 
ftnd W [Hieodorick] Bland to whom was referred the letter of the 
Secretary at War, 30* [October], 1782, 

Beport, that the letter from the Lieut. Col. Commandants of the 
23 Oct., 1782, be referred to the Secretary at War.* 

The Committee of the Week [Mr. Abner Nash, Mr. Fhillipa 
White, Mr. Samuel Wharton] report, That the letter of Thomas 
Farrell late Field Commissary of Military Stores, praying to have 
his accounts settled and the balance to be paid him, be referred to 
the Superintendant of finance.* 

* TUm npcot, in tlie wdtbig of Jdm Ratladga, ii in tha Paptn q^ tit Gmtmmtal 
Congrtu, No. 10, I, ftdio 183. 

* Thii rapoit, in th» writing ol Daniel Curoll, ia in the Paper* of tht ContineTUal 
Ctrngmi, No. 27, foUo 201. Tb« indonement Btatea tiiat it mm paawd on thi« day. 

* Thij np»t, In the writing of Sunoel Whanon, ia in the Paptn of tin Gmtbuntal 
Ccngrtit, No. 82, folio 411. The Indonement st»tea that it wu paawd thia d^^. 

On thii da7> according to the indonement, waa rskd a letter of Noveiabei 6, bom 
JohsHaoKn. ItiiiaNo.78,XII,lolio2&a. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2783 

On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. 
[Eliphalet] Dyer, 

^B- m a tB f e - <i e IibM » tieH oa » 1I t ho p a p e w wbiefa - b a d - booD pofof red 
to the C<w»oi tt ee p capoo t iag th e mupdo>of Capti Huddyt tho Bri t iah 
offlo e r ftllotted <i8 tho aubjeot of Fo ta li rt i e n tor tho mufdor, ond to the 

and '^e oofdinfi^y yc a olyed th > t tho Coinm a iMi e f in Chief bo dii H io t od t o 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be instructed to 
call, in the most pointed terms, on the British commander at 
New York, to fulfil his ei^;ag«nent contained in his letter 
of the 13 day of August last, "to make further inquisition 
into thifl oriminttl ta f ftn eaefeett the murder of Captain Huddy, 
and to pmwie it with all the effect which a due regard to 
justice will admit." bo that tho guilty poreon may bo doli »- 
e g e d ■ « p 4o puniab meafe' 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded 
by Mr. [James] Duane, in the words following: 

" To prevent any misconstruction which might arise from 
the preceding resolutions of Congress: 

" Be it declared, and it is hereby declared, that the Com- 
mander in Chief or the commander in tho S outhcim awny of 
a separate army, is, in virtue of the powers vested in them 
respectively, fully authorised and empowered, whenever the 
enemy shall commit any act of cruelty or violence con- 

> Thu motaoD, in the wiitiiig of Jmmv Miduon, u in tlie Paptn qf iht Contiiunial 
Conffnu, No. 36, I, folio 427. Tlie (ollowing, in the wridng of Chsrl« ThomaoD, ia 
on folio 423, uid ia undated; 

Wheieaa Sir Guy Carleton in his letter of 13 Augt. laat to his Excellency Gen' Wtwh- 
ington hu declared that "to abew hia thorough disapprobation of the execution of 
Huddy he haa given orden to the Judge Advocate to make further inquisilion and to 
collect evidence for the proeecution of such other penona, aa may appear to have been 
criroinal in thia tiaiuectian," And hu further declared that "he mcsna to proaecute 
this matter with all the effect which > due regard to justice will admit," ramcluding 
^^ letter with as aeeurance of hia mort hearty concurrence in every measure for intzo- 
dncing on every occaaion aa great a ahare of tendemeos and humanity aa can poadbly 
be ezerdaad in a atets of hoalaUty. 
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trary to the laws or usage of war, on tbe - eitiaona of thooo 
etoteer to demand adequate satisfaction for the same, and 
in case such satisfaction shall not be given in a reasonable 
or limited time, or shall be refused or evaded under any 
pretence whatever, to cause suitable retaliation to be forth- 
with made, and the United States in Congress assembled 
will support them in such measures." ' 

A motion waa made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by 
Mr. [Phillips] White, to postpone the consideration of the 
motion. 

And on the question for pwtponing, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [^^llifun] Blount, 



New Hampehire, 
Mr. GilmaD, 
White, 

Ur. Osgood, 
Bhode Idaai, 
Mr. Arnold, 
Howell, 
Ctynnetiicut, 
iix.Djer, 
New York, 
Mr. Duane, 

L'Hommedieu, 
New Jereey, 

Mr, Boudinot, 
Ptnnaylnania, 
Mr. Smith, 
Oymer, 
Wyttkoc^, 

So it passed in the n^ative. 

A motion was then made by &br. Aanold [David] Howell, 
seconded by Mr. [James] Madison, to strike out the preamble. 

I This mod<m, in the writiiig of ChariM ThomaoD, ia in tbe J^opwt (/lb GMtl<n«iitaJ 
Congrm, No. 36, 1, folia 426. 
3T08*-^TOL 2S— 14 IT 



no) * 



no} • 



no}» 



Delaware, 
Mr. McKean, 
Wharton, 
J&irj/Iand, 
Mr. Carroll, 
HemalOT, 
Vvrgima, 
Mr. Madison, 
Bland, 
NoHh OaroUna, 
Mr. Williamson, 
Blount, 
Soaih Oardtiaa, 
Mr. Butledge, 
Izard, 
Oerrais, 
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And on the question, shall it standi the yeas and naye 
bong required by Mr. [Hugh] ^^iamson, 



Idiy. 



New Bampthire, 






DtlUKOK, 




Ur. Gilmui, 


•y 




Mr. McKean, 


•7 


White, 


•7 


•7 


Whurton, 


no 


MmkAukIU, 






liaryiad, 




Mr. Osgood, 


•7 


» 


Mr. CuToU, 


•7 


Rhode Mivd, 






Hemal^, 


«7 


lb. Arnold, 


no 




Vjiyiiao, 




HoweU, 


no 


no 


Mr. Madison, 


no 








Bland, 


«7 


Mr. Dyer, 


«y) 


* 


Nor&OmUM, 




XexYmi, 






Mr. WilliamiXMi, 


•7 


Mr. Dume, 


«7 




Blount, 


»7 


L'Hommedieu, 


•7 


•7 


South Car<ilina, 




NewJeree), 






Mr. BuOedge, 


•7 


Mr. Boudinot, 


•7) 


* 


Izard, 


•7 








Qerrais, 


«7 


Mr. Smith, 


'7 








Clymer, 


'7 


«7 






Wynkoop, 


«7 









So the question being lost, the preamble was struck out. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] McEean, seconded 
by Mr. [James] Duane, to introduce the declaration with the 
following preamble: 

To prevent any miBconstruction which may arise from 
the resolution directing Captiun As^ to be set at liberty. 

And on the question to agree thereto, the yeas and nays 
beii^ required by Mr. [Thomas] Smith, 



New Hampahiire, 

ib. Gilman, 

White, 

Maasackiuetta, 

Mr, Oegood, 

Rhode hland, 

Mr. Arnold, 

Howell, 



ayi 



ay}* 



OormeetietU, 

Mr. Dyer, 
New York, 

Mr. Duane, 

L'Hominedira, . ay | ° 
NewJeney, 

Mr. Boudinot, ^j) * 



a7)* 
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Virgima, 




Mr. Smith, 


»y 


Mr. Madison, 


no 


Clymer, 


•y «y 


Bland, 


ay 


Wynkoop, 


»y 


North Oarolina, 




Ddamire, 




Mi. Williamson, 


ay 


Mr.McKean, 


'^Lv 


Blount, 


»y 


Wharton, 


«yr^- 


SoiK* Cbroiinii, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Rutledge, 


*y 


Mr. CarroU, 


:?}'^ 


Izard, 


ay 


Homsley, 


Gervais, 


«y 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
On the question to a^ree to the motion as amended, 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [William] Blount, 



the 



New Hampshire, 




Betatware, 




Mr. Gihnan, 


;^}^- 


Mr.McKean, 


ay 


White, 


Wharton, 


ay 


MaaaachmeOa, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Osgood, 


ay)« 


Mr. CarroU, 


ay 


BMe bland. 




Hemsley, 


ay 


Mr. Amold, 


:;i^- 


Virginia, 




HoweB, 


Mr. Madison, 


ay 


Oimtueticat, 




Bland, 


«y 


Mr. Dyer, 


ay)' 


North CwrMna, 




New York, 




Mr. Williamson, 


ay 


Mr. Dnane, 


•yi 


Blount, 


ay 


L*Honmiedieu, 


•yl"^ 


Smdh Catc^na, 




New Jeney, 




Mr. RuUedgo, 


ay 


Mr. Boudinot, 


ay)* 


Izard, 


ay 


PenTwylnania, 




Qeryais, 


ay 


Mr. Smith, 


«y 






Clymer, 


ay ay 






Wynkoop, 


ay 







Ih 



So it was resolved in the affiimative, as follows: 
To prevent any misconstxnction which may aiise &om 
the resolution directing Capt^ Asgill to be set at liberty, 
be it declared, and it is hereby declared, that the Commander 
in Chief, or the commander of a separate army, is, in virtue of 
the powers vested in them respectively, fully authorised and 
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empowered, whenever the enemy shall commit any act of 
cruelty or violence contrary to the laws or usage of war, to 
demand adequate satisfaction for the same; imd in case 
such satisfaction shall not be given in a reasonable or limited 
tune, or shall be refused or evaded under any pretence what- 
ever, to cause suitable retaliation to be forthwith made; and 
the United States in Congress assembled will support than 
in such measures. 

Motion of M' [Jobn] Butledge, seconded by M' [WiUiam] Blount, 
after "empowered" to insert "and they are hereby directed". 
Passed in tha o^atiTe Novf 8, 1782.> 

Motion of M' [Hugh] 'Williamson, seconded by it [David] Howell, 

That the entry of U' WilUanison's motion of 28t» Oct^ last with 
the proceedings thereon be published in due course in the printed 
journals of that month. 

Question put, was lost. 4 ayes, 4 noes, one divided.* 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER la, 178a 

On motion of iSx. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland, 

Resolved, That the appointment of Thomas Je£Ferson, 
Esquire, bb a minister plenipotentiary for n^otiating peace, 
made on the fifteenth day of June, 17S1, be and the same is 
hereby renewed, and that on his acceptance thereof he be 
invested with all the powers and be subject to all the instruc- 
tions which have been or may be issued by Congress to the 

■ lUs motion, in thawiit^oIdutrleaThotiuoii, lain the PafHTtt/ the Oontmental 
Oongrav, No. 36, 1, folio 421. On tlie Htme sheet, Tbomaon has made awpante entry 
of the fouf votes ti^en on this da;. 

* This motion, in the writiiig of Chazles Thomson, iainthePaptn o/tA« OonHnattal 
Oangreu, No. 36, 1, folio 413. It WW mado this day, as the indonement tMJfw<<w. 

On this day, according to the indorsement, a memorial and petition of CSiaries 
Fbelps, dated November 6, 1782, in behoU of the people oppreasad by the anthorities 
ol Vennont, was lead and lefened to Hr. [John] Rutledge, Mr. [Samuel] O^ood aad 
Mr. Pavid] HoweU. It is in No. 40, II, folio 349. 

Alao, a lett«r from General WaaMngton dated nead Quartera, November 1, tnnsmit- 
ting a copy of a lettw from Sir Guy Carieton, was read. It is in No. 152, XI, folio 21. 
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ministers plenipotentiary for n^otiating peace in the same 
manner as if his original appointment had taken effect.' 

On the report of the committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel] 
Osgood, Jifr. [Ralph] Izard, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland aad Mr. 
[James] Duane, appointed to consider and report the most 
just and practicable means of reducii^ the expenditures of 
the United States; and to whom was referred a report of the 
Secretary at War, respecting Colonel Humphreys: 

Resolved, That a commission of Ueutenant colonel issue to 
David Humphreys, one of the aids-de-camp to the Com- 
mander in Chief, to bear date from the 23 of June, 1780. 

That as a refereoce has been made to the Commander in Chief 
reapecting nilee for promotion for the General Officers in the Army, 
The Committee ore of opinion that any report from them upon Gen- 
eral Hazen'a and Colonel Van Schaick'a letters would be premature, 
and therefore recommend the following reaolution: 
^___. ^Hiat the Committee appointed to Conader the 

letters of General Hazen and Col. Van Schaick be dis- 
charged from that service. 

Whereas no ootobliflhod r p ay- a a d omolnmonto havo boon 
nade proviaon has been made by Congress for the geogra- 
phers to the armies of the United States; therefore. 

Resolved, That the geographer to the main army, and the 
geographer to the southern department, be each of them 
allowed sixty dollars per month, three rations per day, forage 
for two saddle horses, one two-horse covered wf^on, lUX dol- 
lars and two-thirds of a dollar per month for a servant, for 
whom the^ shall be entitled to draw one ration per day, and 
the cloatbing allowed to a private soldier. 

That the aeeistant geographers, if such officers shall be 
judged necessary by the Commander in Chief, be allowed 

*^uireaoIution, in the wiitiiig of Jamea Madison, iain the Papera^ti* CtmtbuiUal 
Congrai, No. 36, 1, folio 431. It ma alao entered in the manuaciipt Secret Jounial, 
Foi^n Aibin, and in Sectet Joonial, No. 4, page 196. 
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thirty dollars per month, one ration per day, and forage for 
one Baddle horse. 

That when cbiun-b«irers shall be empbyed, not being 
soldiers, they shall each be allowed half a dollar per day.' 

That the Committee app<anted to consider the letter from the 

^^ Secretary of War, of the 24* of June enclosiiig a 

letter from General Washington and Major Q«aeral 

Heath, respecting the appointments of BrigadieiB, be disdiarged 

from tiat service. 

The Committee have considered the memorial of Oeoif^ Bond, 
Deputy Secretary, and the memorial of the clerfa 
on the civil list and are of opinion that it is not 
expedient to augment thrar salaries.* 

Ilie Committee of the Week, [Mr. Ralph Izard, Mr. Ezra L'Hom- 
medieu, Mr. William Hemsley] report. That the petition of Etienne 
Ealbon on behalf of his wife, sdting forih that Hiere ia £1£.. Ws due 
to Tier fnxa the general hospital for wages as the residue of her pay 
while nurse in the hospital ae by !> ■ Binney a e ertifi erte -diFeoted to 
Dri Bondi Juni) doth a ppe a r be referred to the S np e pintendant of 
Fi a Mwe Secretary of War.* 

[Motion of M' John Rutledge, seconded by Mr. Ralph Izaid. To 
explain the meaning of the term, To ta^e order. Debated and 
withdrawn.] 
B. That when a matter is referred by Congress to any of the 

Executive Departments, to take order, it is the sense and intention 

of Congress that the measure referred to such department be carried 

into execution.* 

' A copy of UuB noohitioii ia m the Paper* of At Contmenbil Congrtu, No. 78, VIII, 
folio 21. 

' Thii report, in tlie vritiiig of Bunuel Otgood, ia in the Faptn of As CbtKuwnlal 
Congrtu, No. IS, III, folio 217. 

* This report, ia the wiltiiig of Ital[^ laud, lain the PofMno/lAt Continental Oo»- 
grot. No. 32, Iblio 413. It me pMsed this day, m the indoiMment abam. 

* TUa mo&m, in the writiiig of loba Rntledde, is in the Papen qf the Continenial 
Congreu, No. 36, I, folio 433. It wm vithdiawn on this (Uta, h the indoraement 
diowB. Charlea Thomaon added the foUowing note: 

N. B.— It aeemed to be the genenl aenae of the bonse that a tefersnce to take oidei 
implied ft discretionary power. But it waa ai^ed by If Hadison Oiat if the thing 
ma not done the officer diould repMt the reasona that prevented. 
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Ordered, That a representation of tiie case of Chas. K&>ise for paying 
his "Widow a quarter's Salary from Ist. October, 1782, be referred to 
tiie Supeiintendant of Finance to take order.* 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1783 

The committee, consisting of }i&. [John] Rutledge, Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood and Mr. [David] Howell, to whom was 
referred part of the report of a committee on Governor 
Clinton's letter of the 16 of September, and petitions of 
ChfU'les Fhelpe, ^lliam Shattuck and Henry Evans; report, 

"That the measure complained of in the papers above 
mentioned, were probably occasioned by the State of New 
York having lately issued commissions, both civil and mili- 
tary, to persons resident in the district called Vermont; and 
therefore the committee submit the following resolves: 

" 1. That it be reconmiended to the State of New York to 
revoke all commisfflons, either civil or military, which have 
been issued by the said State since the month of May last, 
to persons residing in the district called Vermont, as described 
in the resolves of the 7 and 20 August, 1781. 

I Tbia order wm entered only in the joonul kept by the Secretary of Oongras for 
die Snpenntendfliit of Penance: Jforrfi Papen, CongreuUmal P netec Hn gt. 

On this d»y, according to the indoreement, a memonal of Oie Oflnenil Anembly of 
Fennej'lvMua, dated November 12, napecting nnBSttled acoonnta and debts doe to 
fjtiiiOTia of Pennflyl'nnia, ma read and lefemd to Hr, [Daniel] Carroll, Hr. piiomaa] 
UcEean and Ifr. [David] Howell. It ia in the Papen tf Uw OotitmtiUal Qmgren, 
So. 69, n, folio 417. 

Alao, a letter of November 6** boa Qm Governor of Ibryland, reladye to the cam 
of CoL Heniy HoUin^wortb. It wsa lefened to Hr. [Da,yid] Howell, Ur. Pohn 
Lewia] Oervaia, Hr. (Ean] L'^nunedieu, and ia in No. 70, folio 621. 

Abo, a letter of November 11, fnon Geoige Bond, Deputy Seoetuy, "for ao 
aogmentatkin of aalary." It waa "radeied to lie untU the report of the Committee 
on hia former application ia taken np." It ia in No. 78, IV, folio 367. 

According to Committee Book, No. 186, it was ordered on thia day that "tba com- 
mittee to whom were tefened, on 22 July last, the chaigea of Ur. Clarke against 
Hodgdon, Gomminary of military atoies, and petition of M. Coren, and deposition 
of I. Hall, driver up the eaid papen to the Secietary at Wax and theienpon be dia- 
chafed; andtbattlieBectetarTatWaipioceedbycourtof Enquiry or court martial 
■eainat tlte said Hodgdtm, In order that he may be acquitted or condemned, accord- 
ing to the lav maitial, of the charges exhibited against Um." See pott, Decem- 
ber 18. 
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" 2. That it be recommended to the peraons KcerdBmg the 
powers of govonnwDt within the aaid district, to make fuO 
and ample satisfaction to Charles Phelps, ^lliam Shattuck, 
and Henry Evans, and to all others in a similar predicament, 
for the damages which they have sustfuned in person and 
property, in conei&quenoe of the measures taken agunst 
them in the said district, and to suffer them to return to their 
habitations, and to remun unmolested in the district af<ve- 

SfUd. 

"3. That it be recommended to the State of New York, 
and to the persons exercifdng the powers of government 
within the district aforesaid, to adhere to the recommendar 
tions of Congress contained in thdr resolve of September 24, 
1779, until a decision shall be had by Congress on the subject 
referred to them by the said State of New York and the said 
district of Vermont.'" 

On the question to agree to the first resolution, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [James] Duane, 



no}< 



Nod Hamptihire, 




Maryimd, 


Mr.Oilmui, 


Ty}^- 


Mr. Carroll, 


White, 


Hemslej, 


Mamdmiiiei, 




Virginia, 


Mr. Osgood, 


ay)« 


Mr. Madison, 


Bhodt bland, 






Mi. Arnold, 


"yy.- 


Mr. Vniliamson 


HoweU, 


'j\'^ 


Blount, 


Nem YorJc, 




Souft CbreSno, 


Mr. Duane, 


noi 
noP" 


Mr. Eutledge, 


LHommedieu, 


Izard, 


Nm Jersey, 




Gorvais, 


Mr. Boudinot, 


no) • 




Delaware, 






Mr. MoKean, 


no) 




Wharton, 


no J 





So the question was lost. 

■ TiiM npoct, in the writiiig of JdtuL Rutledge, u L 
Confnu, Ho. 19, V, falioe 149, 161. 



the Paprt ^ ^ fkmUntnSal 
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A motioa was then xoade by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded 
by Hr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu, that the second resolve be 
conunitted; and on the question for commitment, the yeas 
and Ti&y% being required by Mr. [David] HoweU, 



Neio HampAire, 




Jliaryimd, 




Mr. Gilmaa, 


7.}^- 


Mr.CuToU, 


«7 


White, 


Hemdej, 


•y 






r«3««a, 




Mr. Osgood, 


no)* 


Mr. Msdinon, 


»y 


Shade laJand, 




Norih CaroUna, 




Mr. Arnold, 


no)'"' 


Mr. Williiunsoa, 


»y 


Howell, 


Blount, 


»y 


New Yori, 




S(r«aOamlim, 




Mr. Duane, 


•rl.. 


Mr. Rutlsdge, 


no 


L'Hommediflu, 


.y)'^ 


Izard, 


«y 


JVetr Jersey, 




QerT«i», 


«y 


Mr. Boudiuot, 


«y)« 






Ddtopore, 








Mr.McEean, 


:> 






Wharton, 







So the question was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, sec- 
onded by Mr. [James] Duane, that the rem^der of the 
report be postponed, on which the yeas and nays b^ng 
required by Mr. pjavid] Howell, 



New Hampshire, 

Mr. Oilnum, 

White, 

Maastu^vaaetU, 

Mr. Osgood, 

Shade Island, 

Mr. Arnold, 

Howell, 



ay)' 



New Yori, 
Mr. Duane, 

L'Hommedieu, 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Boudinot, 
Ddaware, 
Mr. MoKean, 
Wharton, 



ayl" 
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Ibryh^, 




SouAOarMm, 




Mt.CikJI, 


Zh 


Mp. Ratledge, 


no 


Hemsley, 


Izard, 


«y 


Ftn^mta, 




Gerviis, 


•y 


Mr. Madison, 


V)' 














Mr. WUliamson, 


%h 






Blount, 







So the question was lost; Whereupon, an adjoiinunent 
was c^ed for and agreed to. 

MONDAY, NOVBHBER i8, 178a 

Mr. [Thomas] Fitzsimmons and Mr. [Richard] Peters, two 
del^ates for Fensylvania, attended and produced their 
credentials, by which it appears that the Hon. Thomas 
Mifflin, Thomas Fitzsimmons, James Wilson, John Mont- 
gomery and Richard Peters, esqrs. were on the 12th instant 
duly elected del^atee to represent that State in Congress. 

StATB of PKirH8TI.TAKIA, 

In Genzral Absbkblt, 
Tu«8t2ay November IS, 1782, A, Jt. 
PuFBuant to the order of the daj, the House proceeded to the elec- 
tion of Delegates to represent this State ia Congress, and the bsUote, 
being taken, it appeared, that the Honorable Thomas Mifflin , Thomas 
FitZBUnmons, James WUson, John Montgomery, and Bichard PeterB, 
Baquires, were duly elected. 
Extract from the l£nutes. 

Pbtbb Zachast Llotd 
Clerk of the General AaaemHy^ 

Mr. [Abraham] Clark, a delegate for New Jersey, attended 
and took hb seat. 

Mr. [Joseph] Jones, a delegate for Vu^inia, attended, and 
took his seat.' 

> Hw original is in the Paftn t^tht OmtMMntoI CtmgreM, FennBrlvaniA, Cnientialt 
tff DtUgata. It was entei^ in No. 179, Record </ Credentiali, and not in the Jonmal. 

* From this pointtothg end of UiodAjr the proceedings were alao entered in lh« mutnur 
script Secret Journal, Foreign ASaiie. 
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On a report from the Supermtendant of finance, to whom 
was referred a report of a committee on a memorial of 
Mr. A. Lee: 

Office op Pikanoe, J 4** November, 1789. 
Sm, 

Oq the 19*^ day of July last the United States in Congress [were] 
pleased to refer the enclosed Report of a Conunittee, on the Memorial 
of Mf Arthur Lee, to the Superintendant of Finance, to take order. 
Such references have always been considOTed by me as a direction to 
act according to my discretiou. In the present case I determined 
to pay the money, for the following reasons: I conceived that there 
were material difierences between common debts and those due to 
individualB for monies or supplies obtained by them in fore^ 
countries, and particularly that oar creditois, being liable to the 
demands of Hi&t creditors abroad, would be exposed to ruin from 
the attachment of their peiBons or effects, and that the public credit 
abroad must be also mined wMch considering the dependence placed 
on the obtaining foreign loans would be of fatal consequence. From 
a consideration of these and other circumstances I had paid two 
hundred thousand livres to Mf Rosa, and one hundred thousand 
Urres to M: Bingham, in part of their demands against the United 
States, Hieee payments are d suppose) what Mi Lee alludes to in 
his memorial. The demand of Mi Lee being the only one of the kind 
whidi could (in my conception) come against the United States, I 
did not think neceesaty to draw any line of distinction between those 
debts which were in the whole for services rendered, as his was or 
those which only were so in part, and in other greater part for effects, 
as those of Mf Roes and Mr Bin^iam. When Mt Lee called upon me 
I gave him reason to belieTe that I intended to make payment. On 
the fifth of October he wrote me a letter, of which I en<^ose a copy, 
Number one. Number two is copy of my answer of the ninth, 
and Number three of Hba letter referred to in it. Number fouir is a 
copy of Ml Lee's reply of the second instant. Congress will perceive 
that the reason why I declined payment, was that his acceptance of 
Loan Office Certificates bad altered the nature of the debt. Con- 
ceiving therefore (as I have already muitloned) that the matter was 
referred to my discretion, I would not become responsible for dis- 
chatging one set of Loan Ofhce Certificates in preference of another; 
that being a matter which I think Congress alone are competent to, 
I have been informed that it was their intention to comply with JJb 
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Lee's demre uid for my own part I wish it may be done; but in tliat 
case an expreee B«Bolution will be neceasary. I take the liber^ 
therefore to Bubmit the following to the consideration of Congress: 

Rewlvedy That Arthur Lee, esq. be pennitted to deliver up 
to the comptroller of the treasiuy, sundry loan office certifi- 
catee in his posseBsion, amounting to nine thousand nine 
hundred and fifty dollars and fifty-five ninetieths of a dollar, 
and that the same be, on such dellvezy, cancelled ; and that 
the Superintendant of finance do thereupon pay the stud 
Arthur Lee, the sum of two thousand two hundred and 
thirty-eight poimds, seventeen tibiHingti and nine pence 
stwlhig, with interest from the tenth day of August, 1781, 
at six per cent, by bills of exchange in his favor, in livres, at 
the rate of ten pence half penny sterling each.^ 

On the report of a conmuttee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur] 
Lee, Mr. [John] Rutledge, and Mr. [James] Madison, to 
whom, upon a re-oonsideratioo, the resolution of the 28 of 
May last, was referred: 

Rm)lved, That a commissioner be appointed by Congress, 
with full power and authority, to liquidate and finally to 
settle the accounts of all the servants of the United States, 
who have been entrusted with the expenditure of public 
money in Europe, and all other accoxmts of the United States 
in Europe, and to commence and prosecute such suits, 
causes, and actions, as may be necessary for that piupose, or 
for the recoveiy of any property of the said United States, 
in the hands of any person or persons whatsoever. 

That the said conmiissioner be authorised to appoint one 
or more clerks, with such allowance as he may think reason- 
able. 

That the said commissioner and cl^ks respectively take 
an oath before some person duly authorised to adn^nister 
an oath, faithfully to execute the trust reposed in thrau 
respectively. 

■ This report is in the Papm of tft« ConMnmftilCon^raM, Ni>. 137, n fidiol. 
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That the aaid ConuniBsioner be allowed at the rate of 

each of the clerks of the said Commissioner be 
allowed at the rate of per amimn, whilst 

necessarily employed in this business. 

That the Superintendant of Finance be directed to report the nec- 
essary instructions for the said Commissioner which 
instructions by a resolve of the 29A of May last the 
aaid Superintendant was directed to pr^are.* 

> Thifl iqkort, in Uie writing ol 3otm BuQedge, is in the Paper* of Ae Continental 
Omgreu, No. 26, folio 383. Tlie following indoned; "Draft of Report of Committee 
on Beconadention of BeoolntJon 2Sti> Hay, 17S2, respecting the public accoontanta 
in Europe, "ia on folio 865. It ia in tlie writing of Jolm Morin Bcott, whowasontha 
committee wben it was flnt appmnted, July 29, hia place being taken by Haduxm, 
Anguat 29, aa shown by Committee Book No. 186: 

The Committee to wliran wsa referred, on reconaidBration, the reaolutiini of the 28A 
Hay, 1782, for appmnting a Commiaaionet to liquidate and finally aetUe the accoonla 
of all the aervanta of the United States ^o have been intrusted with the expenditure 
d public mcmiee in Europe, havii^ conferred with the Superintendant of Finance, 
report it aa their opinion that the liquidation and final aetUconent of the aaid accounta 
migh t to be made only at the treaaury ol these United Statea. 

That neverthelese it is abiolutely neceeaary for the purpoee of dtnng full juatice to 
these United States and the accountants on the most satisfactory grounds that acme 
pereon should be authoriEed In Europe to receive of the accountants all the said 
accounta attended with » production to and iQq)ection by him of the original vouchers 
duly attested and proved and with authenticated copiea ol the same and of the affi- 
davits or other proofs to verify the original vouchers, to be by such person transmitted 
without delay to the office of the Superintendant of Finance tiiat thereby the proof may 
be exactly identified. That instead of sending a Commiasioner ezpreoaly for that pur- 
pose a measure that would be attended with delay and extraordinary expence and be 
exposed to hazard and diaappolntment, the Committee recommend that the Consul 
General of theee United States resident in Prance be authorized for that purpose. 

lliey further rep<fft that in their o^nnion those accounts ought to be so framed as to 
connst of a particular detail of all the sums of money which have (roni time to time come 
to the hands of Qm accountants respectively wiUi their re^>ectdvo dates of rece^, 
and the (pfts, aide, loans, eubeidiefl and funds of whatever nature or kind on which 
they may have been respectively received and the public officers and other persons 
from lAom respectively, with all which the accountants reqiectivdy ou^t, distinctly, 
fairly and accurately to debit themselves In account with these United States. 

That aa the burthen of the proof ol the several expenditures must neceaaarily lie 
on the accountants, they ought respectively to attend their credits in account with 
the United States with clear, minute and aatiafactory proob not only of the actual 
ei^nditutea and of the times when and persons to whom and uaes for which, but also 
of the ground <d authority on which the same were respectively made. 

And tor the better carrying of thiareport into execution, should theaame be approved 
of by Congress, the Committee beg leave to report the following form of a special Com- 
mJMon to the said Coiuul Oeneial and inatructiona thereon, to wit— 

"The United State* of America in Congm* ai*embled to all to whom these presents 
ahall come send Oreeting. "Enow ye that reposing special trust and confidence in the 
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Congrees proceeded to the election of a commissioner, and, 
the ballota being taken, Mr. Thomas Barclay was elected, 
having been previously nominated by Mr. [Hu^] Williamson. 

Resolved, That GoDgrees will hereafter make adequate pro- 
^nsion for the said commissioner, according to the nature 
and extent of the advices which he shall perform. 

Orderedj That the Superintendant of finance report the 
necessary instructions for the s^d commissioner, pursusott 
to the order of the 29 of May last. 

The Committee [Ur. Daniel CutoU, Ur. Theodorick Bland and 
Mr. Samuel Oagood] to whom was referred the letter of the Se<^6tary 

ftbOilies, integrity and diligence ot Esqr Consul Genenl for the«e TTnitod 

Statea resident In the kingdom of France these United St«tee in CongieM awembled 
have specially authorized urigned uid ftppcdnted and by these preoenta do specially 
ftuthoiiEe M8^ and appoint the nid Esq' to demand have receive and take 

of and from all and every peiflon and peraona vAo has or have, at any time oi tiniea 
before the day of the date of these presents, been antborieed and empomsed by thoaa 
United States in Congress assembled or any penon or persons acting under their 
authority, to receive or has or have received on account and for the use of these United 
States in Europe any sum or muoa ot money whether in the nature ot a gift, aid, loan, 
subsidy, or from any other fund of any nature kind or quality irhateoever, a just full 
true and particular account or accounts of all and every such sum and sums of money 
so received and of the expenditure of the same retpectively or of so much thereat as 
shall have been expended, and to have and demand ot and from any and every such 
accountant such proofs of his accounts as the said shall deem Just and reastm- 

able and the same accounts and each and every of them together with the Kveial 
vouchers, evidraicee and proofs concerning the same respectively to transmit without 
delay certified tinder the teal and dgnature ot his atoreaiid office of Consul General 
to the Office of Superintendant of the Finances of these Unil«d States wheresoever 
the same may be, and also in all things to observe perform and fulfil the instructiana 
herewith sent bearing equal dates with these presents. In Testimony Ac" 

The form ot instzuctions to attend the Ccnnmisrioii. 

" Instructions attending a special Commission bearing even date with these preoeuti 
to Consul General of the United States ot America resident in Fiance to 

demand haveieceive and takeof and from all and everypenon and penons, who has 
or have rec'dfortheuseof these United States any sums of money in Europe and ex- 
pended the nme or any part thereof the accounts and vouchers of such receipts and 
ezpenditures, to wit: 

L You are without delay to call on every such account[ant] of whom you shall have 
knowledge, by a written application requestii^ him to render to you without dday 
particolai clear full and pettect accounts ot all such moniee as have come to his hands 
on account ot these United States by receipts in Europe tram any public officers or 
other persona q>ecitying therein the reapective amounts and dates ot each receipts 
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at War of the 30*" of October, Bubmit the following Bepcort on part 
of the said letter. 

B. That so much of the second Resolution of the 7"* day of August 
last aa relates to the officers retiring by voluntary agreement, be 
repealed to the vord agreement, and that the latter part of the 4"* 
Beeolution from the words (October 1780} shall be imderstood to 
relate to officers who are called into service as corps shall be raised 
for them by their respective States, and not as being individually 
called in from retirement to ffil up Regimental vacancies. 

R. That any senior officer or officers whose loss of health or other 
circumstancee are opposed to their continuance in service, and who 
by the arrangement which will take place on the 1** day of January 
next would have been entitled to remain in service by virtue of 
seniority in their respective grades, shall on signifying their deaire 
on or before that day finally to relinquish their command in the army, 
the petBona firan vhom imd the gifts, louifl, aubaidiea or other funds from which the 
aameiMpectlvely uroee (or kU which the bccoaBtantiBtodebithimBelf in account with 
theM United States. 

And jrou&re to tkke every means in youi power to discoverwhettier the United States 
ue credited in such account with all tiie monies rec'd by the acconntuit to theii use. 

£4!t As the burden of the proof u to the Ezpenditon of the moniea will Ue oa the 
accountant every article of credit wbich he shall give himself in bis account with these 
United States must be particularly distinctly and clearly stated expiMBing if for monies 
the persons to whom paid and the uae* to which; if for goods not only the particular 
bales, chests, trunks and packages but also the paiticulai invcaces of each 'iha vessels 
whenin shipped or the person or persons to whom delivered for tntnapcatadon. 

MS You are to require the production of vouchers for every article with which the 
V. S. shall be charged tracing every such article up to the person or persons who 
originally furnished the same, and you are carefully to examine into the authentidty 
veracity and faimeee ol every such voucher which shall be produced to you whether 
it be Shop Note, Bill of parcels, Invoice, It«celpt, or Bill of Lading and yon are to cause 
notarial copies of the wine to be made and attestod by the oaths of the persons reqmc- 
tively who sbaU have given the originals, and on refusal to give such oath you are to 
attend the capj with proof of such refusal; and in every case to take due care so to 
ciiciimstantiat« the voucher or vouchers in point of evidence as that a proper judgment 
may be formed here what credit oufj^t to be given to the same and how far the same 
may tend to support the article or articles of charge In the acoounts to which the same 
shall relate. 

4tUT, You are to transmit the said accounts and vouchers either together or from 
time {to time] in diflerant parcels as they may concern different accounts and persons 
certified by you under your band and seal of office, to the office of Superintendant of 
Knancs of these United States wheresoever the same shall be, doing in all things in 
and conoeming the premises as by your Commission and those instructitms you are 
required. 

In Testimony, Ac." 
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ftnd their fature li^t to promotion, and their request meeting the 
ftpprobation of the Commander in Chief be entitled to retire with 
the emtduments of officua retiring under the Besolution of the 3"* 
and 21*' of October 1780. A list of the names of such offioers to be 
inmiediatety tranamitted to the Secretarf at War. 

R, That it be reoommended to the aereral States to settle with 
and Batiafy the just demanda of the oflSoers and men of thdr lines 
reBpectively, and the troops of their States in the army of the U. S. 
for the soma due to them on account of thmr pay and the depreciation 
thtfecm, and for retained Rations up to the 1" day of January 1781 
and oha^ the U. S. with the Sums they shall bo sererally adjust or 
pay, against the Bequisitions of Congress made prior to the 2*^ tA 
NoTember 1781. 

B. That the paymaster general furnish the Secretary at War witb 
accounts of pay and all advances for which they are or may be 
chargeable received by the officers and men of the several Regiments 
in the U. S. from time to time aa they may be called for by him. 

R. That all vacancies in the line of any State prior to the 1" of 
January nest shall be filled up, so that the retiring officers shall leave 
service with the same rank they would have held had not the arrange- 
ment aforesaid been made. 

E. That such parts of the Secretary at War's letter of the 
as relate to the pay of the army be referred to the Superintendent v/t 
Finance.* 

The Committee consisting of Mi [Samud] Osgood, Mt [Ralph] Izard, 
Hf [Theodoriok] Bland, and Mi [James] Duane appconted to consider 

Report upon the letter of John Moylan Clothier General of the 
10ft of April 1782, 

That having conferred with the Superintendent of Finance upon 
the Cloathing Department, and being informed that he is taking 
measures to aboli^ it, submit the following resolution — 

Btaohed, That the Committee appointed to consider the letter of 
John Moylan, Clothier General, be disdiarged from 
that service, and that the said letter be referred to 
the Superintendent of Finance to report thereon and also on the pro- 
priety of continuing the said Department. 

' lUi ropwt, in tb« wrfdng ol a cUi^, ia in the Paptra ^^ (lU OmtnuMlal OMifnn, 
No. 21, folia 303. It wu re«d NoTombar 12, mnd oidond for comidendon Novaiii- 
ber 14. It was lecommittsd on tliu d^j, according to the indornmeut, to Wuwi 
[Daniel] Camdl, [Samuel] 0«ood and [Ricbaid] Fetan. A dnplkato-ia on Uio 80G. 
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The Committee hare considered the Memorial of the Naval Frison- 
eiB dated on board the Jersey Prison Ship February 144 1781, praying 
to be exchanged and are of opinion that Congreas hsa already taken 
, such measures for a general cartel as are Conaiatent with the honor 
and dignity of the United States — and therefore submit the following 
resolution: 

Readlved, That the Committee appointed to con- 
aider the above Memorial be discharged from that 
serrice. 

The Committee have considered the letter of General Washington 
of the 21ti of August respecting the pay and emoluments allowed to 
the Adjutant General a nd - be i cg - i nfowned - b y- tb e S ooPotary of War 
th a t it i a-pye b a ble tb at- Gonop a l - H a ad will - eentinoo in that offioe upon 
t he pFC B ont pay -a nd - omolumont ay ■ tborefowi and not finding suffi- 
dent reason for altering the present establishment submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 
Rtaolvtd, That the Committee appointed to consider General Wash- 
_ . iugton's letter of the 21t of August, be dischaiged 

from that service. 

The Committee have considered the Memorial of the Bev^ James 

Sproat setting forth that he was appointed Chaplain to the Hospitals, 

February 8*? 1778, and that he was dismissed the 9*? of November 

17S0, that he has received pay for part of the time only and that in 

depreciated Currency, and praying for compensation in boUi respects 

by an adjustment of his accounts, submit the following resolution: 

^__^ Readlwed, Th at so much of the Memorial of the Rev< 

James Sproat as relates te the arrears of pay due to 

him, be referred to the Superintendent of Finance for adjustment.' 

[Report of Mr George 0ymer, U' EUphalet Dyer, and M' James 
I>uan6.J 

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Superin- 
tendant of finance on the Memorial of the late issuing commiseaiies, 
report — 

That on the establishment o! the issuii^ department the pay of the 
deputy commissaries general was fixed at seventy-five dollars, and 
that of the aeaistanta at forty dollais per month, which afterwards 
in July and August 1777 was increased; the deputy commissaries to 

> Thia toport, ia the vrithig of Samuel Oqpwd, is in the Paptn of th* Gmtvnm&il 
C^n^rwi, No. 81, folio Bl. Accoiding to the iadonement, it wm delivand October 29, 
Hid acted on, Novembei 18. 
SftQf- 
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one hundred dollais, and the assistants to sixty doUais. That your 
Committee conceiTe upon every equitable consideration tlie depre- 
ciation should be allowed to all such of the aud deputy conmiissaries 
and assistants, as were affixed to aome post within the limits of the 
Army as petnmnently eBtablished for the use thereof, or which h&d 
been allowed by the Board of War, the Commander in Chief or com- 
mander of a seperate army, agreeably to a Reeolve of Congreea of the 
l&n day of July 1780, and had continued in such service until the 
first day of January 1782; but as the addition to the original pay, 
althou^ made before any depreciation was formally declared, was 
undoubtedly a consequence of a depreciation whidi had actually 
taken place and by which alone the original pay became an inade- 
quate compensation, your Committee are dearly of opinion that the 
allowances to be made for depreciation should be calculated on the 
said original pay, the balance of said pay, and the depreciation so 
allowed, to be passed to the credit of said deputies and their assistants, 
in the books of the Treasury — ^That with respect to such austant 
issuers as had acted at posts occauonally established, or who had 
quitted the service before the said first day of January 1782, they are 
entitled to a (a«dit only of the pay originally stipulated, without 
any allowance on account of depreciation, but that in either case, 
until a complete settlement is obtained of the accounts of receipts 
and issues of provision within the said department, they conceive It 
will be inexpedient to grant any certificates for, or give any trans- 
ferable evidence whatever of the amount of such credits — ^but that 
the speediest justice may be done to the persons thus credited, the 
commissioner for settling the commissaries department should be 
directed immediately to proceed to the adjustment and liquidation 
of the aforesaid accounts. 

Your Committee are also of opinifm, that in the settlement of the 
accounts of the issuing department it should be a direction to the 
said conunissioner, that in all instances where bills of the new emi&- 
uon have been paid in part for articles contracted for by the com- 
miseaty general, or on account of liquors or proviaons seized for the 
nee of the Army, or on account of pay to that department he estimate 
them by the current value thereof, as compared with specie, at the 
times when and places where such instances have occurred. 
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B OoDgress »ppTOTe of the above report they will be pleased so to 
leBolTe.* 

A reference havii^ been made to the Commander in Chief respecting 
a rule for promotion for the General Officers in the Army: the com- 
mittee are of opinion that any report &om them would be premature 
and, therefore, recommend the following resolution: 

Rtaolved, That the Committee on General Hazen's letter be dia- 
chaiged.* 

The Agent of Marine to whom was referred tlie memorial of Samuel 
Nicholas b^ leave to Report, 

lliat the officers of the Marine appear to be entitled to the same 
measure of justice as to the depreciation of their pay with those in 
the land eervice. 

That the referring suoh officers to the several States with a promise 
on the part of the United States that the monies which may be paid 
by Buch State shall be carried to account of the particular State, is 
only a different mode of payment with tbia disadvantage that it tends 
to keep up Ideas of disunion which cannot be useful. 

Tlxat it appears therefore to be most proper, that all such accounts 
should be settled in like manner with others and the balances put 
upon Interest at 6 per cent, to be funded on such revenues as may 
be provided for liqtddating the public debts. * 
Seb, 

If Congress approve the measure they will please to resolve, 

"Diat the Secretary at War issue his warrant on the Paymaster 
General for the sum of one hundred and forty dollars in favor of 
William Massey, Esq., late Deputy Muster Mister, in part of one 
year's pay granted to him and ^e several officers of the Department 

' This report, in the vritii^ of Oeoigo Clymer, ia in the Paper* </ Utt Continental 
Congrttt, No. 31, folio 285. AccoFding to the indonement, it waa referred on tisia d^y 
to Hr. [Jamea] Dutne, Ur. [Junea] Uadiwn and Hr. [Abiaham] CUik, and Committes 
Book No. 191 ahowB that a report was daliTered November 21 and reftfied to the 
Grand Committee of January 6, 1783. 

'This report, in the writing of James Duane, is in the Paper* o/ tA« Conttnmbil Onu 
(rraf,No.42, III, folio 536. According to tbeindotBementtbereoolationwaaagteed to. 
Hasen'a letter ia on folio S28. 

■ThiaraportisinthePapevo/AeC(m<tnefU(iZCii>n0rMt,Ko.l37,I,folIo779. Accord- 
ing to lh« IndoiBODRit it wu relerred to Ur. [Tamee] Dnane, iii. [Jamea] Hadiaon, 
Hr, [Abraham] OlailE on thia day, having been deUva«d October 7 and being dated 
October 4. 
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of CommiBBBry GoiiBnl of Muiten on the derangemeiit of tliftt 
Depifftment.' 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER ig, 178a 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, Mr. [^amuel] Osgood, and Mr. [Richard] Peters, to 
whom was referred a report of a committee on a letter of the 
30 of October, from the Secretary at War: 

Resolved, That the senior officers of each grade, sufficient 
to form coips agreeable to Uie act of the 7th of August last, 
(the r^;iments to have their complement of officers, as estab- 
lished by the acts of the 3 and 21 of October, 1780, except 
as to the therdn proposed supemumeraiy subaltern for 
receiving the recruits, who shall be omitted,) shall be retained 
in service for the command of the said corps; and the 
redundant junior officers of the several grades shall retire 
from immediate service, agreeably to the said first recited 
act, but the said junior officers, so retiring, shall retain their 
rank in the army, and be liable and entitled to be called into 
actual service, only when regiments or corps shall be r^sed for 
them by their respective states. But any senior officer, 
entitled to remain in service, shall have the liberty of retiring, 
with the emoluments of officers retiring under the acts last 
recited, for reasons satisfactory to the Commander in Chief, 
or the commanding officer of the southern army, on such 
retiring officer relinquishing his command and future ri^t 
of promotion in the army, and signifying the same, on or 
before the 1st day of January next, to the Commander in 
Chief or the commanding officer of the southern army, who 
shall duly transmit lists of such retiring officers, to the 
Secretary at War; any act or resolution of Congress to the 
contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

> Thia report ia in the Papen of Oi» Continental Cwqrat, No. 149, II, folio 143. 
It i« mittan iip<aL « letter, of October 14, from John Pierce, end wh rad on this da]r. 
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That a ll T w ao e ic a in tb &H W)¥ e F a l -flfc»t e- l iac B bo fill e d - vp priof to 

MHtf nd. the fip B t Commissions issue to the 03icers in the sev- 

eral State lines who are or shall be entitled to promo- 
tiou prior to the first day of January next, that the retiring officers 
may leave the service with the ranks to which they are or shall be 
respectively entitled previous to that period. 

That it be recommended to the several States to satisfy the Officers 
and men of their respective lines for the siuns due to them for pay 
while in service and the depreciation thereon and retained rations 
up to the first day of J wi aa py March, 1781 ; all sums paid on the fore- 
going account to be allowed in part of the requisitions of Congress 
made prior to the second day of November 1781. 
That Uie paymaster general furnish the Secretaiy at War from 
time to time as they may be called for by him with 
the accounts of all pay and advances received by or 
chargeable to the officers and men of the several regiments in the 
service of the United States. 

That such parts of the Secretary at War's letter of 
the 30 October last as relates to the pay of the Army 
be referred to the Superintendant of finance to report thereon.' 

* This report, In tlie vridiig of a cleric, ia in die Paper* of At Contintnial CoTtgrtm, 
No. 27, iolio 203. 

In No. 149, II, folioa 91 uid 96, in the writing of the Bocretaiy at Wv's secretuy 
with intatlinealions in Richard Peters' writing, ia the foUowing, and s draft of the 
pangt^ib next to the Iwt, in the writing of Richard Pet«n, ia on folio S9. 

Raolvtd, That it be reconunended to the aevoml States to settle with and aatiafT 
the jnat demands of the officers and men of their lines respectively the troops of thsir 
States in the simy of the UnitAd States for the sums due to them on ace* of their pay, 
■nd the depreciation thereon, and for retained rations up to the fint day of January 
1781 and charge the ITnited States with the sums they shall so sevetally adjust or pay, 
■gainst thg requisition of Congress made prior to the 2^ of Nov* 1781. 

Sfolved, That the Paymaster General furnish the Secretary at War with the accounts 
of pay and aU advances for which they are or may be chargeable received by the offl- 
cen and men of the several regiments in the United States f e j the yc ass 17B0 md 
I T fl l ; t ihft t b n m ii j f iii iiaid t hnm fw nomi nti p nnni M n t o t ihr no T fi ra l fl t n t ifin f n r n o W l o 
nent-from time to time as they may be called for by him. 

Saolv«d, That so much of the act of Congress of the 7R of August last whici providM 
that the retiring officers shaU retain their rank in the army and be called into the service 
from time to time according to seniority in case of defidendes of officers uptm the ptin- 
cqilee of the foregoing resolutions be and is hereby repealed. 

Suolved, That when any of the United States shall hayp rais e d sn y a t m essps e f ■ 
ncft-make additions to the corps of their line in the field, that they shall be officered 
by the senior officers of the several grades (nnkos otherwise agreed on by the officers) 
fron among the (fficerswhoratireuiKlertheresolationof Congress of the Tttctf August 
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When the forgoing resolution waa under debate, 

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by 

Mr. [Jonathan] Arnold, to strike out the words "command 

and;" 
And on the question, shall these words stand f the yeas 

and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 



New Bampehire, 




nOaware, 




Mr. Gilnum, 


nol 
no}"" 


Mr. Wharton, 


•y 


White, 


Marylani, 




MuMAuaOta, 




Mr.CarroU, 


»y 


Ur. Osgood, 


•J)' 


Hemaley, 


•y 


Rhode lOand, 




rvyinia. 




tSi. Arnold, 


::)- 


Mr. Jones, 


•y 


HowaU, 


Madison, 


•y 


JVeu. Yorl, 




N«r<h OerOina, 




Mr. Dunne, 


%h 


Mr. Nash, 


•y 


L'Honunedieu, 


WilliamBon, 


«y 


New Jersey, 




Souih Cardliiui, 




Mr. Boudinot, 


%h 


Mr. Rutledge, 


•y 


Clark, 


Bjunaay, 


»y 


Petvneylvania, 








Mr. Fitzsinunons, 


•y\ 






Peters, 


•y)*^ 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

list and diB officers being so oiled into Krvice alull tliereon enjoy the Mme relitiTe 
nok in the line of tlu State ae they would have poseeesed had the airugement of the 
7 of August aforesaid not taken place. 

Reaolvad, That all vacandea which shall happen in Ute liae of any Slate prior to the 
first of January next shall be filled up, so that the retiring officers shall leave service 
with thesamennk they would have held had not the arrangement af^asaaid beenmade, 
nothing however in this resolution shall be construed to extend to the appointing more 
subaltern officers, than are required for the regiments in the field. 

Retolvtd, That it be recommended to the several States to settle with and satiBfy 
the officers of their linee respectively and the troops of their States in the army of the 
United States, the half pay in a maTmni- which shall be mutually agreed on between 
the States and their officers, for which payment they shall be credited by the United 
States, and not be responsible for the half pay due to the officers of other StatM, unless 
the payment to their own officers is not equal to the sum due from them to the Continent 
on account of the half pay promised, in which case they shall only be chargeable with 
the amount of such defidency. 

Raolved, That so much of the letter from the Secretary at War as relates to the pey 
of tlie Army be referred to the Siiperint«ndant of finance. 
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Congress proceeded to the consideration of the report, and 
the committee having reported, "that commissions issue to 
the officers in the several state lines, who are or shall be en- 
titled to promotion, prior to the first day of Januaiy next; 
that the retiring officers may leave the service with the ranks 
to which they are or shall be re^ectively entitled, previous 
to that period." 

On the question to agree to this proposition, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 

New Hampshire, 

iSr. Gilman, 

White, 

Miaasachvaettt, 

Mr. O^ood, 

Rhode Island, 

Mr. Arnold, 

Howell, 

New YorJc, 

Mr. Duane, 

L'Hotmnedieu, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Boudiuot, ^71.. 

a<irk, i»r^- 

Pennsylvania, 
Mr. FitzaiiimioiM, ay i 
Peters, *yj*^ 

So the question was lost. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER ao, 178a 

Mr. [Thomas] Mifflin, a del^ate for Pensylvania, attended, 
and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. [Richard] Peters, seconded by Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark, 

Resolved, That commissions issue, on promotiona properly 
certified, for all r^imental officers entitled to fill vacancies 
happening before the first day of Januaiy next, excepting 



Ky}* 



Zh 



DelavMTe, 




Mr. Wharton, 


•7 


Mdrylavd, 




Mr. CarroU, 


•7 


Homsley, 


•7 


Vwyiiwt, 




Mr. Jonee, 


•7 


Madison, 


•7 


North Oarolma, 




Mr. Nash, 


•7 


WiUiamson, 


»7 


SimiK CartHiiui, 




Mr. KuUedgo, 


•7 


Ramsaj, 


•7 


Izard, 


•7 


Gurvais, 


•7 
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Tacancies occasioned by senior oScen retiring, agreeably to 
the resolve of the 19 instant, any resohition of Congress to 
the contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

On the question to agree to this resolution, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 



Nm Bampthin, 




Ddavxm, 




Mr. Qjlman, 


:jl- 


Mr. Whuton, 


•y 


White, 


Maryland, 




HoMoelautlU, 




Mr.CmoU, 


«y 


Mr. Oagood, 


ay}* 


Hemsl^, 


«y 


iai)de latand, 




Fiiymi., 




Mr. Arnold, 


*yi 


Mr.M«iiaon, 


ay 


Howdl, 


•yK 


North OanKtui, 




Sac Yorlc, 




Ui.Naab, 


«y 


Mr.Duane, 


%h 


WaiiMMon, 


»y 


I/Hommedieu, 


SoM OarOim, 




NexJtnei, 




Mr. BuUedge, 


»y 


Mr. Boudmot, 


l> 


Ramsay, 


«y 


Clark, 


Iiard, 


«y 


PtnMt/lvaTiia, 




Oomis, 


«y 


Mr. Ujffiin, 


«T 






FitBunmonB, 


«7 «y 






PSIOT, 


»y 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, Thai the FaymastOT General furnish the Secretary 
at War, from time to time, as they may be called for by him, 
with the accounts of aU pay and advances received by or 
chargeable to the officeis and men of the several regiments 
in the service of the United States. 

The report of the committee, consisting of Mr. [Arthur] 
Lee, Mr. [Ralph] Izard, and Mr. [Samuel] Wharton, to whom 
were referred a letter of 24 May last from the Supeiintend- 
ant of finance, and the orders given to Captain Harding, 
being taken into consideration, and after debate postponed: 

The Committee to whom the letter of the 241^ of May from the 
Superintendant of Finsace, with the papers enclosed, and the inatruc- 
tiona to Cap' Harding were referred, b^ leave to Retort — 
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That they do not find any thing in the letters of the Count de 
Vargennes or of IX Franklin to warrant the estimate of 500,000 LiTiea 
for negociating 10,000,000 LiTrea being the Loan in Holland — 

With r^ard to the ezpencee and salaries of the Ministers of the 
United States abroad, your Committee find, that by the resolTee of 
Congress there is allowed, in full for salary and expences to the 
liinister Plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles £2S00 Sterling 
or 57140 Lirres per anntun — to the Minister Plenipr for the Court of 
Spun £2500 Sf. or 57140 Litres per annum, to the Secretary of 
that embassy £1000 St*, per annum or 22,286 Livres — to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary for Negodating a peace, £2500 Sterling or 57140 
livres — to the Minister for Negodating a Loan in Hdland £1600 
St». per annum or 34284 Livres — 

Upon examining the accounts of M. Grand, Banker for the U. States 
in Paris, the Committee find that the Minister at the Court of Ver- 
suUes, has paid himself out of the public Money 41188 Livres, which 
sum appears to be 8333 Livres lees than his salary as Commissioner, 
computed from the 4^ of Oot^ 1775, the time of his leaving Phila- 
delphia to the llA of Febr 1779, when he received his Commission 
as Minister Flenipotentiaiy. 

That he has received quarterly for his salary as AGnister Plenipo- 
tentiary 1 5000 Livree making in the year 60,000 Livres that there have 
been further paid on his account for postage of letters, messengers, 
and other contingencies 4284 Livres — 

That M' W. T. Franklin has received by the order of the iGnister 
Plenipotentiary, at the Court of Versailles as his private secretary 
18229 livres 19 Sols, for salaries to Jani 4tt 1781, but it does not 
appear at what time the salary commenced, and that from this period 
he has received quarterly 1800 bvres, which amounts to 300 Louis d'ors 
instead of three hundred Founds a year which have been allowed by 
Congress. 

That &P Adams has received in full for his salary, for two yean to 
Novf 17S1, 120000 Livres which is 5729 Livres more than b allowed 
for his salary and expencee. That "W Dana has recdved his salary 
rated in Louis d'ors instead of pounds Sterling. 

It appears ther^ore that the salaries and ezpencee of the forttgn 
Delegation should not exceed 263,072 per annimi tho' 400,000 Livres 
are allowed for this purpose in the estimate. 

Your Committee received information from the Supi of Finance, 
that the supplies mentioned in the Count de Tergennes' letter as 
sent in May and June 1781 were delivered at Boston to the order of 
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the Secreiiuy at War, except those in one transport vhich haTing 
tost a Mast put into La Corogne and has not since been heard of, 
and that the Goods intended to be Shipped in March 1782 were not 
yet aniTed, 

Your Committee observe on ar-fcTnining the Banker's aoooanta, 
that veiy large sums of the public Money in France amounting to 
many hundred thoiuand livres have been appropriated since the 
completion of the Confederation by the l£niater Flenipotentiaiy at 
the Court of Versaillee to persons and purposes, for which they find 
no authority on the Journals of Congreea. G e n a ide f t iq ; tbo eb e ek in the 
Confedei^ioDj e ron en - Congp eea- i te o i fj - ia - m a hiiy - ninO ' 8ta tc B noo 
e tmoFy to oppfopriftto pabli e- m e n e yi -t bo - o B mboF of e ipon B iT<» < ^ eef9 
f ep- eoD t FoUing ^ be eipcnditH rft-e f - i t- WM l-t ho ¥ery groat a dditional 
I B O T a iflod in Europe — the 



without eontrol the moneya borrowed of obtained fortboU. S . i fl 
robT e rting e^ofy - pfinoipl e a nd proriaion of the Confedep a tion on t hi a 
p eiBti 'a Dd t e nding to a ll the mieehiof s which a wiae oad eeonomie a l 
a dminiB t r at ioB - of t he poblie fin a noc a would wigh to a voidt 

It appears further by the Sketch from Count de Vergennes in his 
letter to D' Franklin of Febr e^f 1782 that the United States ate 
debited with the sum of 1,430,000 Livres, as money sent to Holland 
and remitted to D* Franklin, whereas there were receiTed of that 
sum according to the Buiker's Account, only 1,410,460 LiTres: So 
that the loss to the United States on the recall of that money was 
19,640 Livree. 

Upon examining into the fulfihnent of that Article of the instmo- 
tions ^ven to Capt. Harding of the Frigate Confederacy, by which 
he is directed to bring the Naval Stores supposed to have been lodged 
in the hands of M. Carabasse at Cape Francis for the use of the 
United States by order of Roderique Hortales & Co it appeared from 
a letter signed B. Lavand Acting Agent for these States at the Cape 
dated March H*" 1781, ^ee paper N" 1) that the Naval Stores had 
been applied to the use of Count D'Estaing's fleet and paid for to 
M. Carabasse, who said he had accounted for the proceeds with tba 
said Boderique, Hortales & Co. 

The said Agent states his having paid to M. Carabasse, out of 
Monies in his hands belonging to the U. S. 31958L. 2* 6^ being the 
balance of an account ot whi(^ a copy accompanies this report N" 1, 
of which balance 11370L. 15' was for three years storage of goods, 
which had been deposited there for the U. States the remainder for 
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Salt shipped three years before the date of M. LsTand's letter, by 
the aaid Carabasse, to the order of M. Dorieuz one of the Agents ot 
Congreas. 

Your Conunittee find upon the Journals irf the 7^* of April 1778 
that Roderique Hortales & Co had shipped conaideraUe quantities of 
Stores for the use of the United States and that some cargoes at 
American produce, had been shipped to tiie said firm on account ot 
the United States in part payment. It appears further from the 
Journals June 5^ 1779 that M. de Beaumarchais's Agent states the 
whole of the demand of the above House agunst the U, S. at 
4,547,593 LiTTes-~that he acknowledges having received on Account 
300,000 livrea and 115} hhds of Tobacco, and that bills on the Com- 
misaioQers in France were then ordered to be given him to the amount 
of 2,400,000 Livree together with all the merchantable tobacco belongs 
ing to the public in Virginia, Maryland and North Carolina. 

IK Franklin in his letter to the President of Congress dated Ocf 4V 

1779, N" 2, acknowledges the rec^pt of those bUla, aad it appears by 
the estimate from the Superintwid&nt of Finance that 2,540,000 
livres have been reserved in Jy Frajiklin's hands for the payment of 
them, notwithstandiag the Doctor writes in the same letter, "that 
neither the Commissioners when they were all together, nor himself, 
have ever been able to obtain a si^t of M. de Beaumarchais's accounts 
tho' repeatedly promised; and that he begins to give over all ezpectar 
tion of it." 

It appears farther that when a demand was made on M. Carabasse 
Agent for Beaumarchais at the Cape, for a part of the supplies which 
make up the chaige of Boderique Hortales & Co against tiie United 
States fuid which were said to have been deposited with the said 
Carabasse for their use; his answer was, in a letter of the 201* Nov* 

1780, N" 3, that he could not deliver any thing without the eocpresa 
order of M. De Beaumarchais being bound, by an agreement with the 
said Beaumardiais, to that effect. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it seems that part of the Artddee 
cha^;ed to the U. S. have been sold for the benefit of Boderique 
Hortales & Co or M. de Beaumarchais and part are withheld from 
them by his order; and that he has not accounted for the property 
of the United States shipped to him, nor made any settlement 1^ 
which his true demand on the U. S. may be liquidated. 
Your Committee therefore submit the following resolution: 
That the Superintendant of Finance be directed to take e£fectual 
measures for preventing any further payments bong made to 
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M. de Beaumuchais or Roderique, Horialee & Co 'tdl he shall have 
made a full and fair settlement of his Account with the Commisfiioner 
or Commiasiouera which shall be appointed by Congress for the final 
settlement of their Aocounts in Europe.' 

On motion of Mr. [Jamee] Duane, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Madison, 

Besolved, That the Superintendant of finance be directed 
to instruct the commissioner for settling the public accounts 
in Etirope, to take proper measiu'es for adjusting, without 
delay, tiie accounts of Mr. de Beaiunarchais or Roderique 
Hortales & Co. and to report such settlement to Congress, 
that order may be taken for pajrment of the balance, if any 
shall be justly due; [and that in the mean time no farther 
remittance or pajonents be made to Mr. de Beaumarchais or 
Roderique Hortales and Co. by virtue of any former resolu- 
tion of Congress.] ' 

The Committee connsting [of }£' Bichard Peters, iSF James Duane 
and M' Samuel Osgood], to whom was referred the letter of the 
Secretary at War of the 31*^ of October, beg leaTe to report. 

That in the opinion of your coiomittee sufficient provision is made 
on the subject ^ the Secretary at War's letter relating to the Legion- 
aty Corps of Fenn^lrania by Aot of Congress of the 23>f day of 
August last.' 

Wab Omoa, OcL 7*, 178S. 
So, 

The case of John Hall whose petition to Congress has been referred 
to me, is one of the many which hare not had any settlement of their 
depredation, all of which will probably sooner or later be applied 
for. I beg leave to suggest the pn^riety of taking up the matter 
at luge and tJixat provision be at once made for all under like diouni- 



> Tbja report, In the writing of Aitiiat Lee, !■ In the Papm of Ae Oontinmtal Om- 
grm. No. IS, IV, foUo 371. 

* This reeolulioii, in the mltiiig of Junes Dtume, accept tiie portion in biacketa, 
Thich la in the writing of lUIph Inrd, ia la the Papvt t^ A< OmliMiUal CbnfrHf, 
No. 36, 1, tolioe 439 uid 44S. 

It wu bJbo entered in the mAniucript Seoet Joanul, F<»eign A&ain, 

■ This report, in the writing of Richard Feteia, i£ In the Papen of Su OaiMnmUd 
Congreu, No. 27, folio 206. The indotaement atfttea that it wu ^uaai thifl day. Hie 
SecretU7 at Wu'a letter ia in No. 149, II, folio 117; It wu nad Novembei 1, «d 
cranmltted November 18. 
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That Congrees may bo more fully impressed with the netxesLty of 
this measure, I hare stated the claims of M' Hall. I camiot find 
that any eetablislmient was made for him by Congrees. He was 
part of the time while in service allowed forty dollars per month and 
three rations per day and another part of the time fifty dollars per 
month and four rations per day. I do not know what the Gentlemen 
who employed M' Hall could suppose would justify an allowance of 
this kind (for though a good man, yet bis business of OTerseeiog the 
armourers was neither hazardous or of high trust) unless it was because 
our money was really depreciated and that it was meant to make up 
in some sort the value of the money by quantity. 

In paper number one his account is stated and the depreciation cast 
on tlw sums he was to receive per month and which was paid him by 
which there appears to be due to him to balance his account eleven 
hundred and tUity one dollars and ft specie. 

In number two he is charged with the whole money received and 
credited for his services, a sum which is at this day given for a like 
trust; by this statement there appears to be due to balance his account 
five hundred doUais and f(. 

Besoioed, That the State of FennaylTama pay unto John Hall 
dollars which is due to him for the depreciation of his pay 
as an overseer of the Aimourers, and chai^ the same to the United 
States.' 

Ordered, That the Superintendent of Finance report what progress 
has been made in the settlement of the pubhc accounts, pursuant to 
the Resolutions of 20th and 27 of February last, and what causea 
impede the Execution of the plan. 

That so much of the letter of 30th October from the Seo'etaiy at 
War ss relates to the pay of the army be referred to the Superintend- 
ent of Finance to report thereon.* 

■ThiBNportiBintheP<ip(r*o/lA«Cimttn«n(aICi}n0re(i,No.l49, 1,Iolio713. Accord- 
ing to the indoraement it vu delivered October 7 and on November 20 retened to 
Ur. [Junes] Diwne, Ur [Junes] Madison, Ur. [Abrah&m] Cl&rk. 

' These two orders were entered only in the journal kept by the Secretary of Congreaa 
for the Superintendent of Finance: Morrit Papen, CongraitoTuil Proeeedmgi. 

On this day, according to Committee Book No. 1S6, the "report of Committee on the 
Ifemoriala ol the AiMonbly of Prnmylixtrwi, relative to the liquidation of public 
accounts and payment of interest for debts due to the citicens of the state," was 
referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Ur. [David] Howell, Ur. [Thomas] Fitzaimmons, 
Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. [David] Bamsay. Later, Howell vas replaced on the 
committee by Mr. [Nathaniel] Oorham, and Duane by Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, 
■nd a report iras dslivared and pawed Jamiaiy 80, 1783. 
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THURSDAY, NOVBHBBR 3i, 1783 

A letter, of 17, from W. Paca, was read, informing, that 
the general assembly of Maryland having promoted him to 
the government of that State, he is obliged to re^gn bis 
office of judge of the court of appeals in cases of capture.' 

The conunittee, consisting of Mr. [David] Howell, ISi. 
[John Lewis] Gervais and Mr. [Ezra] L'Hommedieu, having 
reported on the letter of the 6 from the governor of Maryland, 
rdative to the case of Colonel H. Hollings worth: 

The Committee to whom was referred the tetter from the GoTemor 
of the State of Maryland of the 6*^ of November 1782 relative to 
Cot. Hemy Hollingsworth, report, 

Tliat in ooosequence of the Beeolution of Congreaa of the 20*^ of 
Juty 1780 respecting the conduct of the Baid Henry Hollingsworth, 
the Deposition of Robert Anderson was by the Executive of tlie said 
State, laid before the Honorable Alexander Contee Hanson Esq. one 
of the Judges of the Qeneral Court of the sud State, who having 
perused the papera relative to the case of the said Hemy Hollings- 
worth (mentioned in the said Resolve of the 20^ of July and in the 
ResotutioD of tlie IS''' of August in the same year) in his letter to the 
Governor of Maiyland of the 19"" of December 1780, wliich letter is 
on the files of Congress, gave an official opinion, that there were no 
groimds for instituting a criminal prosecution against the said Hemy 
Hollingsworth, that the said official opinion in the judgment of your 
Committee ought to be satisfactory a nd t h at tbo^nid Henry Holling s ■ 
worth bO 'ft eqmbted of tbo a oouflatioD - of - tbo -B oppe e od foygery men 
tioned in the afoK i oaid Bo a ola fe i & n ; if Congress agree with their Com- 
mittee, they will be pleased so to reBoIve.* 

Resolved, That Congress are satisfied with the report of the 
Hon. Alexander Contee Hanson, esq. one of the judges of the 
general court of the State of Maryland, on the case of Henry 
Hollingsworth, referred to him by the executive of the said 
State, in pursuance of the act of Congress of the 20 July, 

■This letter is In the Pap«rio/tb Continental Congrtu, No. 69, III, folio &G. 

* Thia Kport, in th« writing of Ezra L'Homm«dieu, ia in the Papvt 0/ lAa Gmti- 
nmtuIOMVrvw, Ko. 19, in, folioUl. A letter of HoUingnnnth'a dated Navember9, 
ii in Ho. 78, ZII, foUo 2S7. 
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1780; and that the complaint agunst the said H. HollingB- 
worth be dismiBsed.^ 

[Beport of M' George Clymer, M' Arthur Lee, M' Jonathan JaclcsoD, 

on a paper relative to the Trade between No. America and the 

Weetlndialalands. DeHvered Sept. 17, 1782. Read. Entf Nor. 

21, 1782, referred to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs.] 

The Committee to whom was referred a paper on the mutual 

advantages of the Commerce between North America and the Weat 

Indies, report that the said paper is particularly calculated to shew 

the benefit that would result to the several nations in Europe, which 

have West India Colonies from a removal of the restrainta imposed 

1^ colonial systems upon the No. American trade, and that in thdr 

opinion if the paper entitled ThouglUs on the West India trade, being 

the substance of the one referred to the Committee, was transmitted 

to our several Ministers abroad it might serve as a useful material of 

information on this subject. Should Congress concur in sentiment, 

they will resolve, 

That the Beport of the Committee be approved of and that the 
Seo^tary for foreign affurs be directed to transmit the said paper to 
our Ihfinisters Plenipotentiary abroad.* 

The Committee consisting of M' [James] Duane, M'' [James] Madison 
and M' [Abraham] Clark, to whom were referred the report of the 
Secretary at War on the Memorial of John Hall; and the report of 
the Agent of Marine on a Memorial of Samuel Nicholas, submit the 
following Beport: 

Resolved, That Congress will make good to the Officers of Artillery, 
Cavahy and Infantry who have from time to time been deranged or 
reduced in the line of the army and the independent corps thereof; 
and to the officeis of the Marine of the United States; and to the 
Muster Mssteis General and their Deputies ; and to the Commissaries 
and ArUficers of the Department of Military Stores, respectively, 
the deficiency of their original pay occasioned by the depreraation of 
Continental bills of credit, in the same manner as it is allowed to the 
line of the Army by Act of Congress of the 10^ of April 1780. That 
their several accounts be settled accordingly, and the balances placed 

■ This rcBoIntion, in tho vriting of Jamee Duuw, is in Uio Paptn of tht CotitmtnM 
Oottfrai, No. 19, III. folio 153. 

■ This report, in the writing of George Clymer, ii in the Paptn of tht CbntuMntel 
Congmt, Ho. 26, II, folio 143. Two papers entitled Thoughts on the W«rt Iadi« Trul* 
K» tiie one on fcdio US, the othei on folio 153. 
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upon the books of the IVeasury oa intereBt at 6 pr. oeot per annum, 
to be secured and paid in the Bama manner as the other debts of the 
United States are or shall be secured and paid.* 

Raoiotd, That it be recommended to the l^islatures of the several 
states to settle 'with and eatisfj the officers and men of such tem- 
porary Corpe of Troops, as may have been raised by them respec- 
tirely, frith the approbation of Congress, for th^ pay and emolu- 
ments and the depreciation thereon, and charge the same to the 
United States.^ 

The Committee, conasting of Mt. [James] Duane, Mi. [James] 
Madison and lUt. [Abraham] Clark, to whom were referred the Report 
of a Committee on the report of the Superintendent of Finance on 
the Memorial of the late inmiing Comnussioiiers bc^ leave to report. 

That in th«r opinion, it is at this time inexpedient to decide on 
the report of the Committee on the report of the Superintendent of 
Finance respecting the memorial of the late Commissaries of Issuee.* 

Sundry members of the oonmiittees aj^inted on the 2d July last 
to enquire into the proceedings of the Departments of Finance and 
Marine being absent, the appointments were renewed as follows: 

Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [A-braham] Clark, 
Mr, [Thomas] I^tzsimmons, Mr. [Samuel] Wharton, appointed to en- 
quire fully into the proceedings of the Office of Finance, including the 
several branches of the same, and report the result of thdir enquiry. 

Mr. [Samuel] Wharton, Mr. [David] Howell, Mr. [John Lewis] Oer- 
vais, Mr. [Abner] Nash, Mr. [John Taylor] Gihnan, to enquire fully 
> Tbia report, in th« writiiig of Junea Duuie, u in tbe Paptn of At CmtmctOoI Con- 
gntt. Ho. 27, folio S07. The indoisement lUtea that it wu mad NoTomber 21, and 
November 26 was aatigned for conrideiation. According to Committee Booka 13£ 
•ad 191 it wtB, on January 14, 1783, reteirod to the Grand Committee of January 6. 

1 Thia molioo, in the ^rridng of Jonathan Arnold, is in the Paptn of the Conliimtal 
Qmgnu, No. 30, I, folio 429. According to the indoraement it ma Ur. [David] 
Howell'a motion and waa withdrawn on thia day. 

* Tbia report, in the writing of Jamea Doane, ia in the Paptn of the Ccmtmental 
Congrett, No. 31, folio 293. Committee Booki No. 186 and No. ISl ahow that it was 
delivered November 21, 17S2, and lefened, on Januarv 14, 17S3, to the Qrand Com- 
mittee of January 6. The indoraement atatee that it waa referred on January 14, 1783, 
to Ur. [Fhillipe] White, Ur. [Samuel] Osgood, Hi. [Jonathan] Arnold, Ur. [OUv«] 
Wolcott, Hr. [Alexander] Hamilton, Ur. (Silaa] Condict, Mr. [Richard] Feten, Ur. 
[Philemon] Dickinaon, Ur. [Daniel] Carroll, Hi. [Jamea] Uadiaon, Ur. [Abner] Nadi 
and Ur. [John] RuUedge; and that on Uarch 6 it waa "referred purauant to a report 
of the ctaud committee to lb. [Oliver] Wolcott, Ur. [St«^ienJ "Jer""". **''^ ^• 
T[bomaa] 6[im] Lee." 
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into the proceedings of the D^artment of Marine, &nd report the 
reeult of their enqtiiiy. 

Ordered, That a memorial of Thomas ¥imk with Hie YoucherB 
encloaed be referred to the CommisBioner for settling the acooimtB 
of the Hospital Department. 

That a Memorial of Baron Hotzendorf with a report of a Committee 
thereOD be referred to the Superintendant of Finance to report.* 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 33, 1783 

On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood, 

Resolved, That Monday the 2d of December next, be 
assigned for electing two judges for the court of appe^ in 
cases of capture, one in the room of Mr. Faca, resigned, and 
one in the room of Mr. Hosmer, deceased. 

\iSr. James Madison and Mr. Samuel Osgood's motion, Norember 
22, 1782.1 

That the Committee in the case of the exchai^ of Lord ComwaUia 
be instructed to report a proper act for the ratification of the said 
exchange.' 

Ordavd, That the following paragraph of a report: "That it be 
recommended to the several states to satisfy the Officera and Men of 

' Hum committee appointaueiita and oiden were entered only in Ibe Journal kept 
b^ tha Secretuy of Congrev tor the Supedntendent of Finance: Jfoma Fapen, Con- 
grt$tional Proeeedingt. 

On thii da7, according to tiie indonement, a letter, ot September 13, from the Sec- 
retary at War, relating to BritiBli priBonen of war, waa referred back te ^itri to report. 
Jtiaia^iPa'penoftheCimtmeTdolCoTii^Tatj'So.li^, II, fdiol71. Bee poM, Decem- 
ber 11. 

On tbia day, a letter dftt«d November 20, from the Secretary at War, was read, 
cocloeing a letter, of November 6, from tbe Adjntant General, repreeenting the neces- 
aity of a iwoviaioD by the Post Office Department for franking lettera paasuig to and 
boa, hia office on public buainess. The Secretary's letter is in Ifo. 149, II, folio 
119, and the Adjutant General 'a on folio 147. According to the indorsements and the 
record in Committee Books Nos. 1S6 and 191, the letten woe referred, on November 
21, to Ur. {I>avid] Ramsay, Mr. [Abner] Naah and Ur. [RioJiard] Feten; a report waa 
delivered November 22, vhich, vas, on November 25, "recommitted to bring in an 
ordinance." On December 6, the Adjutant General's letter waa again referred to 
the aame committee. 

> This motion, in Uie writing of James Hadison, is in the Fapen of the ConHneoXal 
Ctmgrat, No. 19, III, folio 459. A note by Elias Boudinot Myi that it waa takea up on 
lionday, 26*^ November, and ordered to lay over. 
ST08*— VOL 2»— 14 IK 
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their respective lines for the sums due to them for pay yrbUe m 
Mnice and the depreciation thereon, and retained rations to the fint 
day of March, 1781, all sums paid on the foregoing account to be 
allowed in part o( the requisitions of Congi«ai made prior to the 2d 
day of November, 1781" — be referred to the Superintwidsnt of 
Finaiuse to report.* 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 95. 178a 

Mr. Alexander Hamilton, a del^ate for the State of New 
York, attended, and produced a commisaion under the great 
seal of the State, dated at Fou^keepaie, the 25 of October, 
1782, which was read, and by which it appears, that on the 
22 of July, 1782, the Hon. Jamefl Duane, William Floyd, John 
Morin Scott, Ezra L'Hommedieu and Alexander Hamilton, 
were appointed del^ates to represent the said State for one 
yeaXf from the first Monday in November, 1782. 

The people of the State of Nsw Yobk by the Grace of God Free 
and Independent: To all to whom theee presents shall come send 
Greeting. Know tie that we having inspected the Records remaining 
in the Secretaiy's office of our said State do find there a certain Com- 
misuoa in the words following to witt: '"Hie people of the State of 
New York hy the Grace of God Free and Independent: To all to 
whom these presents shall come send Greeting: Whereas our Senate 
and Assembly have on the twenty second day of July in this present 
year nominated and appointed the Honorable James Duane, William 
Floyd, John Morin Scott, Ezra L'Hommedieu and Alexander Hamil- 
ton Esquires Delegates to represent our said State in tiie United 
States of America in Congress assembled for one year from the first 

■ Thif ord«r waa entoied only in tha jounkl kept by tba 8«cietary of CongteM tat 
the Superinlendent ol Finance: Morrit Papen, Cotifrtitiorud Pnaedingi. 

On this day, according to the indMaemeat, % letUr of the Mme data from Ebeneier 
Huwd and Jamea Bryaon, aakiiig an explanation of the act of Decamber 13, 1780, 
waa read and referred to Mr. [Savid] Raniiay, Ur. [Abn^] Naidi, and Hr. [Bichard] 
Paten. It ia in the Papm of ihe Omfmmtal Congnm, No. Sl, folio 127. 

Alao, a letter of the aame data, from Captain J. Schndber. It was referred to the 
Superintendent of Finance to report on a raoiniunandation from the committee of the 
week which ii indoraad upon the letter. The lettar ia in No. 7S, XXI, f«lif> 867. 
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Monday in November next, Now therefore know ye that in pursuance 
of the said Nominatiou and Appointment we have by theee presents 
conmuBsioned the said James Duane, William Floyd, John Morin 
Scott, Ezra L'Hommedieu and Alexander Hamilton Esquires with full 
power and authority to them the said James Duane, William Floyd, 
John Morin Scott, Ezra L'Hommedieu and Alexander Hamilton to 
represent our said State in the said Congreas accordingt^: In Testi- 
mony whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made patent 
and the Great Seal of our said State to be hereunto affixed: Witness 
our Trusty and Well beloved Qeoi^e Clinton Esquire Governor of our 
said State General and Commander in chief of aU the Militia and Ad- 
miral of the Navy of the same. Given at Poughkeepde the said 
twenty second day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty two and of our Independence the seventh:" 

All which we have caused to be exemplified by these presents. 
Is TESTOfONY whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made 
patent and the Great Seal of our said State to be hereunto affixed: 
Wmrass our Trusty and Well beloved Geoboe Clinton Esquire 
Qovemour of our sud State, General and Commander in chief of all 
the Militia and Admiral of the Navy of the same: At Poughkeepsie 
this Twenty fifth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty two, and of our Independence the Seventh. 
Geo: CLDfTON. 
[With the Great Seal appendant] 

Passed the Secretary's Office 2fit>> October 1782 

RoBT HABPmt, D. Stet*!!} 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] 
\^lIiamson, Mr. [James] Madison and Mr. [Richard] Peters, 
to whom was referred a motion of Mr. [James] Madison : 

Resolved, That the Secretary for foreign affairs be, and he 
is hereby authorised to communicate to the nunisters of 
foreign powers, who may reside near Congress, all such acts 
and resolutions of Congress, and all such articles of intelli- 
gence received by Congress, as he may judge proper, those 
only excepted which Congress may specially require to be 

' Tha origin&I u in the Paptn ofOu Omiwuntal Cemgreu, New York, CredtTUialt of 
Dtkgattt. It wm «ntai«d in No. 179, Steord iff OtdmtMlt, uid not in tha Journal. 
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kept secret, |la which cases he shall make previous application 
to Coi^;reas.]' 

War Otpice, N(nf ISS^ 178S. 

SlB, 

The request of Doctor Tucker referred to me involTes three ques- 
tions. 

The first is whether he is entitled to half pay allowed to other 
retiring hospital officers of his rack — the second whether he is en- 
titled to pay for his attendance on the hospital in Virginia, and the 
third what allowance will be made for his expences while attending 
the sick in Chailestown. 

There cannot be a doubt with reepect to the first. The reeolTee 
of Congress of the 17^ of January 1781 fully secure to him the half 
pay allowed to other officers of his rank as he was not deranged until 
the 16<f of May following. 

On the second question I would observe that by the reeolves of 
Congress passed May 15!^, 1781, it is ordered that all officers of the 
Medical department appointed under the directorship of Doctor 
Olyphant who were then in captivity in South Carolina and Geoi^ia, 
and had the charge of sick prisoners in those States be continued in 
their respective offices as heretofore — and be considered as vested 
with the same privil^es and emoluments as they had enjoyed before 
their captivity, to extend no farthra than to the troops and hospitak 
withio the enemy's lines. 

The Continental Hospitals on the first of July, 1781, removed from 
Cbarlestown to Williamsbut^ in Virginia. The hospital was there 
continued under the care of Doctor Tucker by order of the Marquts 
de la Fayette as the sick could not at that time be removed into the 
country. The Commander in chief, on his arrival in Virginia, 
directed the genUemen in the Medical Department from South 
Carolina to do duty in the general hospital at Williamsburg. These 
are facts which appear from the enclosed papers. 

With respect to the last question which relates to an allowance for 
the extraordinary expences while detained in Charlestown attending 
the hospital, I suppose they were necessarily great, but he has not 
rendered any account of them. 

1 Tbia Tepoit, in the writing of Hu^ WiUiunaoii, except the words in bnu^keta, 
which are in the writing of EUas Boudinot, is in the Paptn of the Cbnttnental Con- 
grtu. No. 25, II, folio 139. Themotion, in the writing of JameBHadioon, of which the 
report embodies the oubstance, is in 36, 1, folio 435. It was mitde November 2L 

The raaolution wu also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign AAaiis. 
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On the whole of hia request I b^ leave to submit to the considerar 
taon of Congress the following draft of a resolve, 

That Doctor Thomas T. Tucker, late a senior Surgeon of the hospital 
mider the directorship of Doctor Oljph&nt, enjoy all the emoluments 
of his office from the date of his appointment to the time he retired 
boTD. actual service in the hospital in Virginia, and that a reasonable 
compensation be made him for his extra eiipences while acting as 
senior Surgeon in Charlestown after its surrender.' 

Ordered, That a letter of the 25th Noyember from the Secretary at 
War Te8|>ecting one hundred seventy prisoners from Canada, chiefly 
womm and children, expected In Town on the way to their several 
homes, be referred to the Superintendent of Finance tmd Secretary at 
War to take order.* 

Resolved, That as it appears to Congress that the Honble Henry 
Laurens, Bsq., Commissiouer to the Seven United Provinces, was 
committed to the Tower of London not as an Enemy but a Traitor, 
aad that ho w ae afterwards lib e ratod as Sir Guy Cerleton declares, 
''Be had been enlarged and dischai^ed from all engagements without 
any condition whatever"; And as it is generally known that the con- 
duct of Earl Comwallia during his command has been remarkably 
cruel and barbarous, Coi^^eas are under no obligations to hberate 
any British Officer in return for the liberation of Mr. Laurens, much 
IcBS an Officer of LoT d C o Fnw ft lli fl ' fl ob ft f a o te F whose p a th ha s footsteps 
have been stained by the blood of innocent Citizens; wherefore Con- 
gress cannot ratify the exchange of Lord Comwallia proposed to be 
made by theb* IGnister at the Court of Versailles.* 

> Thu report u in thp Paptri of the Continental Congnti, No. 151, folioi 3tM3. It 
ia indorsed: Becommitted that the secntaiy nuj indude in the leeoluticm all thoae 
in amilar drcumstftnces and to report a reuon&ble alknntDce for expenses -wbUa in 
Chflilestown. 

* IUb order was entered only in the journal kept by the Secretuy of Congress for the 
Superintendent of Finance: Uorrit Paptn, QmgrtuioruJ Prooudingi. 

■ Thin motion, in the writing of Hugh Williamson, is in the Paper* o/ tAc Conttfunfol 
Congrtu, No. 19, III, folio 457. Itisindorsed: "Motionof Mr. WillianiBoutopoatpone 
Mr. Madison's motion and take up the encloeed. Nov. 25, 1782. Got rid of by divid- 
ing the question. The motion of postponing Mr. U'e motion lost, only six states being 
fn affirmative." Bee onto, November 22, for Madison's motion. 

On this day, according to the indorsement, a letter from General Washington, dated 
Head Quarters, November IS, was read, transmitting copy of information from Lieu- 
tenant GovemoT Boven of Rhode Island. It was leferied to Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, 
Ur. paniel] Carroll, Mr. [John] Butledge. It ia in No. 162, XI, foUo 29. 

Also, a letter of November 25, from the Secretary at War, inclosing an extiact of a 
letter from the Commander in Chief, on the subject of the promotion of Colonel Day- 
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[TUESDAY, NOVEMBER a6, 1783] 

[It John Eudedgs's and M' Dkvid Ramsays Motion.] 

B. That the Min? Plenipo: of the United States at the Court of 
Veisaillea, be and he is hereby instructed and authorised to a^ree to 
a full and absolute exchange of Ijeut. Gen!. Earl ComwalUs for the 
HonVit Henry laurens Esq! in case he shall accept and undertake 
ih» appointment of a Comi for negotiating peace with O. Britain.^ 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 37, 1783 

"Mr. WliUiam] Floyd, a del^ate for New York, attended 
and took his seat. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [David] Ramsay, Mr. 
[Abner] Nash and Mr. [Richard] Peters, to whom was refer- 
red a letter of 20 from the Secretary at War, reported the 
draught of a supplemental ordinance for regulating the 
Post Office, which was read a first time: 
A S upplemcn ta i y An Ordinance for amending an Ordinance for 

regulating the Post Office of the United States of America. 

Whereas since passing the ordinance for regulating the Post Office 
of the United States of America and the supplement thereto, it hath 
been represented to the United States in Congress assembled that 
great inconveniences arise from the priviledge of franking letters not 
being extended to the several officers at the Heads of Depertments in 
and attached to the Armies of the said United States, who have fre- 
quent occasions to correspond on the business of their respective 
Departments — 

Be it ordained by the United States in Congreea assembled, and 
it is hereby ordained by autiiority of the same, That all letters in 
public service to and from the Inspector General, Adjutant General 
and Quartermaster General of the Army of the United States, the 
tonuulotberatotbemikofBrigadier, which was referred to Mi. ptanlel] Oarroll, Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood, Mr. {Richard] Peten. The Swxetaxy'B lettoi u in No. 149, 1, iolio 
A63 and that of Wsahii^n on folio 6eL 

1 This motion, in the writing of John Rutledge, is in the Papen of the ConUntntal 
Qmgraij'So. 36, 1,folio443. ItwaawithdiawnonthiBdate,astheindonementBhowa. 

On thie day, according to the indonement, a letter of October 21 from the Senate 
and General Aaaembly of MaM&chuaetta wu re&d and referred to the Gnuul Committee 
and Tueaday next aaeigned. It i« in No. 65, II, folio 201. 
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Director Genep a l of the Hospitals of the sud United States, the Gbiei 
PhTsician, the Commissary of PrisonetB, tlie Judge Advocate and the 
Paymaster General of the said Army shall pass free of posta^. 

And be it farther orduned, by the authority aforesaid that the like 
priviledges be and they are hereby extended to the officers at the 
heads of the like Departments in any Separate Army of these United 
States. 

And - be - ib farthoP oi ' dftinod by th e-a u t b e ri fe yfoyo Ba id) that nil per 
a ons b^yii^^y - yiF fe u e' b e r e pf -t b e-p rivil e dg e of ff a aking lobbow i S hall 
Depo s it - wi t h - t bo PootamatoP Gon e p a l -H JT - hi s Dopoty at the plnoe 



POPftlly a ealod^ itndftloo thoir reflpootiyo S ignaturo S ) and the lettor a 
t Hail boendopood *'oDpHblio Busino w ^ ftnd the whole of faho S upep - 
flopipbions wpi fe t e nip tb e pf e po p- b ft n dw' P iti affl -« f — t b e- poPBons Qo - a s 
a foro aa id priyilodgcd who s h a ll a l s o si gn their namc e on si ieh a apof 



And be it farther ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That the 
Postmaster General shall once in every six months render an account 
to Congress of the franked letteis passing thro' the different offices 
under his direction, and of the sums to which the postage would hAve 
amounted if the same had been charged. 

And be it farther ordained by the authority aforeeud that eo much 
of the ordinance of the eighteenth of October last which directs the 
Postmaster General or his Deputies to furnish extraordinary expresses 
be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Done by the United States in Congress assembled the Day 

of Anno Domini 1782 and io the Seventh year of our Inde- 

pendence.' 

Ordered, That Monday next be as^gned for the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. [Ezra] L'Hom- 
medieu have leave of absence. 

' Thia report, in the writing of Riciiud Peten, is in the Papen of tU ContmaUat 
Congrat, No. G9, III, folio 369. The indorsement shows th»t Mondft^, December 2, 
WM ungned for % second reading; Qui. on December 2 it was recommitted; a new 
ordinuice wu reported December 4, read and " Friday next [December 6] anigned 
tor the wcond leading." 
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On the report of a committee, connsting of Mr. 
^unuel] Osgood, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, and Mr. [John] 
Rutledge, to whom was referred a letter of the 19th from 
the Commander in Chief, enclosing a paper endorsed, 
*' Information of Christopher Osgood" — 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be and he 
is hereby empowered and directed, to take inunediate 
measures for apprehending and securing Luke Knoul- 
ton, of Newfane, and Samuel Wells, of Brattleborough, 
both in tho 8 tftto - of - Vonaont -fl o - e t^ieA [both of the 
district of country commonly called the New Hampshire 
Gnmts, west of Connecticut river,] and such others 
within the l»uts [district] afores^d as there may be 
good reason to apprehend have been concerned with 
the said Knoulton and Wells in a dangerous corre- 
spondence and intercourse with the enemy; [and that 
the Commander in Chief be authorised to communicate 
this resolution, and the information on which it is 
grounded, to such persona exercising authority in the 
district aforesaid, and at such time as he shall think 
proper.] ' 

' This repoit, in the writing of Sftmuel Osgood, except the put in bixcketa which ia 
in EUm Boudinot's writing, is in the Paptn of the Contmerveol Congmt, No. 19, III, 
[olio3&7. AnotherparagmphwupoatponedandpwBedDecembeiS. Seennderthrt 
6tM. The reaolntion wm entered only in the manuacript Secret (Domestic) JoaiDtl 
and in Secret Journal No. 8, A. 

The fcdlowing motion, in the writing of Junes Duane, and undated, is in No. 36, IV, 
(olio 281: 

That Copies be truumitted to the Commander in Chief, and that he be authorised 
and directed to take effectual messures to prevent t h e di«g efeHfl all communicationa 
w hi e h aw a u r ying ea unleos under hia own authority between the w ert w p art ri 
4be district called the Grants and the British Qovemment of Canada and will eBotto 
t^ to secure Aaee our Northern Frontiers against the open assaults as well as the 
secret piacticee of the Enemy. 
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[Motion Passed Nov. — , 1782.] 

That the Superintendant of Finance report to Congress the caosea 
that impede the execution of the resolution of for settling 

the pubhc accounts and what progress has been made in the same.* 

The Superintendant of Finance to whom was referred the Letter 
of Captain J. Sohroiber of the 22"^ November 1782 prays Leave to 
report, 

That upon an appUcation of the PaTmaster Qeneral dated the 
ninth Instant, for Money to discharge a Warrant granted by the 
Honorable Secretary at War on him, in Favor of Capi Schreiber for 
his Pay from the first Day of May to the first Instant the stud Super- 
intendant declined to furnish Money for that purpose, because he 
conceives it of the utmost importaooe to delay such payment until 
the State of the Treasury will admit of equal Sums b^ng granted to 
every officer in the Service; Their Claims on the Public are all 
founded in the same Justice and on the same principles. If partic- 
ular circumstances of any Individual induce a Disbursement of the 
public Money the plea of necessity and peculiarity of Circumstances, 
will be urged by all, and if not gratified the Charge of Injustice will 
follow.* 

UONDAY, DECEMBER a, 1783 

According to order, the draught of the supplemental ordi- 
nance for regulating the Post Office, was taken up for a 
second reading; and after debate, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by 
Ab. [Jonathan] Arnold, that it be recommended to the 
several statffl, to settle with and satisfy the officers and 

* Hub motion, in the writing of Eliaa Boudinot, ia in the Papen of tlit Cotxtmeraal 
Ctmgrtu, No. 36, 1, folio 441. 

*Thifl report is in the Papers o/Ae ContinenUd Congrtu, No. 137, II, folio 43. The 
indonement ahowa that it was delivered on November 2S, uid on November 27 t»- 
feired to Ui. [Alexander] Hamilton, Mr. [Richud] Petera aikd Hr. [Samuel] Osgood. 

On this day, according to the indoraement, a letter of November 26, bom Lieutenant 
Colonel Cambray, waa referred to Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, Mt. [Richard] Peters, 
Mr. [Samuel] Osgood. It ia in No. 78, VI, folio 163. 
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men of Buch temporary corps of troops as may have been 
raised within them reflectively, with the approbation of 
Congress, on account of their pay and emolimients during 
the time of their actual service, and the depreciation thereon, 
and charge the same to the United States.* 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded 
by Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, that the conuderation thereof 
be postponed : 

Aitd OD the question for postponing, the yeas and nays 
b^ng required by Mr. [David] Sowdl, 



New SampgTiin, 




Pdavmre, 




Mr. Gilman, 


z\- 


Mr. McKean, 


«y 


White, 


Wharton, 


•y 


MtsaachuteUt, 




Firyiflio, 




Mr. Osgood, 


«y>* 


Mr. Jonee, 


•7 


Rhode Island, 




Madison, 


»y 


Hi. Amold, 


no)°° 


North Oardlim, 




Howdl, 


Mr. Nash, 


•y 


Ifeu, York, 




Williamson, 


•y 


Mr. Floyd, 


VU, 


Blount, 


•y 


HamiltoQ, 


•y)*^ 


SoiKl OiroKno, 




Sac Jersey, 




Mr. Sutledge, 


ay 


Mr. Boudinot, 


%]» 


Ramsaj, 


«y 


Ctork, 


Izard, 


•y 


Pennv/loama, 










•7>' 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, Tljat the order of the day, for electing two judges 
for the court of appeals, be postponed to Thursday next. 

Ordered, That n letter of 29th November from the Ageot of Marine, 
on a propoBal of Captam J. P. Jone? to be sent in pursuit of marine 
biowledge to malte the approaching campaign with the Marquis de 

> ^kM motion, in tbe writing of David Howell, is in the Paptn of Ott Contuunttl 
" S«, I, {olio 447. 
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Vaudreuil be referred to Mr. Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [James] Madison 
and Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton.* 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 178a. 

The Secretary for fore^ affidrs having assigned to Con- 
gress satisfactory reasons for relinquishing his office, and 
havii^ requested permission to resign: 

Resolved, That Thursday, the 19 instant be assigned for 
electing another person to fill the office of Secretary for 
foreign affairs; and that Mr. Livingston be informed that 
Congress do approve of his proposal of continuing to perform 
the duties of the office until a person shall be appointed to 
succeed him.' 

On the report of a comnuttee, consisting of 'hSi. [Alexander] 
Hamilton, Mr. [Richard] Peters and Itfr. [Samuel] Osgood, 
to whom was referred a letter of the 22 November from the 
Superintendant of finance and Secretary at War:' 

Resolved, That after the last day of December instant in 
lieu of the rations hitherto allowed to the officers of the army, 
including those for servants, they shall be allowed sul)sistance 
money at the rate of four dollars per month for each ration; 
provided, that where circumstances in any case shall not 
permit the payment of such subsistance money, they shall 
draw their rations as heretofore. 

Resolved, That after the fore-mentioned period, in lieu of 
the pay and rations allowed to the officers of the hospital 

' This order wta entered only the jornnal kept by the Secretary of CongieBS for tiie 
SuperintendeDt of Finance: Monit Papert, Congreimonal Prwxedin^t. 

On this d&y, according to the indoraement. wm rood a memoiial of the officen of 
UassachuBetts to the legislature of that State relative to their pay. It is in the Papen 
of ih/t Gmtinental Cimgrat, No. 65, II, folio 209. According to Conunittee Book No. 
1S6, a latter dated December £, from the Secretwy for forei^ aflaira, desiring leave 
to lengn, waa received this day, and committed to Mr. [Thomaa] McKean, ISi [Jc^] 
Rntledge, and Mr. [Samuel] O^ood, who reported verbally. 

* This leeolution was also entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foraign Aflaira. 

* The joint letter of the Superintendent of Finance and Secretary at War ia in the 
PapcTf o/(A< Ccmtinmial CtmgrtM, Ko. 137, II, folio 35. 
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department, including rations for servants, they Bhall be 
entitled to the following monthly pay and sut^istance; 
provided in like manner, that where the said subsistance 
money shall not be paid, they shall be entitled to draw an 
equivalent number of rations, at the rate of four dollars for 
each ration per month, viz. 

The director, one hundred and two dollars pay and dxty 
dollars subsistance. 

The deputy director and physician, each one hundred 
dollars pay and forty-eight dollars subsistance. 

The surgeons, each ninety dollars pay and forty dollars 
subsistance. 

Apothecary and purveyor, each ninety-two dollars pay 
and thirty-two doll£u« subsistance. 

Deputy apothecary and deputy purveyor, each fifty-nine 
dollars pay and sixteen dollars subsistance. 

Mates, each forty-two dollars pay and twelve dollars sub- 
sistance. 

Stewards, each thirty-one dollars pay and eight dollars 
subsistance. 

Ward masters, each twenty-one dollars pay and eight 
dollars subsistance.' 

Resolved, That the supreme executives of the states 
of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut and New 
York, be furnished by tho Command e- f in Cfhioi ot sueb 
fen e- n e ho s hall think pjopttf with a copy of Christopher 
Osgood's declaration, in order that they may have due 
information of the treasonable practices of thoij Bub 
jooto which QUO with which some of their subjects are 
charged, no less dangerous to their own safety than that 
of the United States. [And that the executive of the 
State in which the said Christopher Osgood may reside 
or be, be requested to take such measures for the appear- 

■ This report, in the writing of Alexander Hamilton, ia in tbe Papen of Iht Conti- 
nmtai Congrtu, No. 21, ft^o 300. 
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ance of the said Christopher Osgood at any trial to be 
had of the persons mentioned in his declaration, as to 
the said executive may seem proper.]' 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1782 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Samuel] 
Osgood, Mr. [James] Madison and Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, 
to whom was referred a letter of 29 November from the 
agent of marine, enclosing a copy of a letter of the same date, 
to him, from Captain J. P. Jones; 

ID which the latter requests pemuBaioa of Congreea to serve the ensuing 
campaign with his Excellency the Marquis de Vaudreuil, report the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the agent of marine be informed, that Con- 
gress [having a high sense of the merit and services of Captain 
J. P. Jones, and] being disposed to favom- the zeal manifested 
by him to acquire improvement in the line of his profession, 
do grant the permission which he requests; and that the said 
agent be instructed to recommend him accordingly to the 
coimtenance of his Excellency the Marquis de Yaudreuil. 
[do ontho f iBo -fe be -a aid agoottoftot thopoina g s hall bo ag Teoablo -t o4Aie 
wishc fl of - C a ptain Jonoa and at the samo time ooDfli e tont - with - th e 

On motion of Mr. Pi fea flinMa eBe [Alexander] Hamilton, 
seconded by Mr. g f»Tni U , nw . [David] Howell, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with a 
committee of the legislature of Pensylvania, relative to the 
subjects of their late memorial to Congress: the members, 
Mr. [John] Rutledge, Mr. [James] fifadison, and Mr. [Al«c- 
ander] Hamilton. 

' This raooladon, in the writing <A Bamael 0«good, except the part in brackets, 
vhicli ia in Cltarlefl ThomBon'a writing, is in the Paptn of the Continental Confpttt, 
Ho. 19, III, tolio 397. See anU, November 27. The leaolution was entered only is 
the manuscript Beciet (Domestic) Journal and in Secret Journal, No. 8, A. 

*This report, in tlie writing of James Madison, except tlie porta in brackets, which 
lain Alexander Hamilton's writing, is in tbe Papert 0/ tA« Coniinental CvngrtM, Ho. 19, 
lU, folio 303. The letter of the Agent of Marine ia in No. 137, II, folio 47. 
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The committee, consistmg of Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, 
Mr. [Hichard] Peters, and Mr. [Samuel] Oegood, to whom 
were referred a report of the Superintendaut of fiaanoe, on a 
letter of 22 November, 1782, from Captain Schreiber, and 
a letter of 25 of the same month from Lieutenant Colonel 
Cambray; report, 

"That although they consider the situation of foreigners 
in the service of this country, remote from any resources 
which they may have in their own, and destitute of any 
competent provision here, as involving a peculiar hardship, 
and requiring if pos^ble some discrimination in their favour; 
yet in the present embarrassed state of the public finances, 
they cannot Fooommo BA advise any measure for their relief, 
which may derange the general plu3s of the Superintendant 
of finance; and they therefore recommend, that the matter 
may be left to his discretion, to act therein as he may concdve 
most propCT." ' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The comnuttee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood, and Mr. [Eichard] Peters, to whom was 
referred a letter of 29 October, from the Secretary at War, 
on the subject of futxue promotions of coh>nels to the rank of 
brigadiers; report, 

That for the purpose of promotions of colonels or lieuten- 
ant colonels commandant, the army of the United States 
shall be considered as classed in the following divisions; the 
eastern, middle, and southern. The troops of New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, shall 
form the eastern; those of New York, New J^sey, Pensyl- 
vania, Delaware, and Maryland, the middle; and those of 
Yir^nia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, the 
southern division: 

* Thiiieport, in the writing of ilwIn^<^ flMniltno, !■ in tJia Pajun aftht ContuMiUal 
Cvngrm, No. 19, V, folio 299. 
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That whensoever it shall be deemed neoeesary for the 
service, to appomt brigadiers in any state or states where 
the number of troops in the field are safficirait to form one 
or more brigades, the brigadiers shall be appointed from the 
senior colonels or lieutenant colonels commandant in the 
lines of such states; and when brigadiets shall be wanted to 
command brigades within either of the divisions composed 
of the troops of such states, who have not individually 
numbers in the field sufficient to form a brigade, the brigadiers 
shall be appointed from the senior colonels or lieutenuit 
colonels commandant in such brigades. 

On the question to agree to this report, 1^ yeas and nays 
bung requhred by Mr. [Abraham] C^k, 

New Sampshirt, 
Mr. Qilman, noi 

White, nol° 

MatamAtuetti, 

Ifr. Osgood, ay}* 

Bhode hiand, 
Mr, Arnold, ^°\a 

Howell, ay J 

New Ymi, 
Mr. Hoyd, ayi 

Hamilton, ay J 

Neio Jersey, 
Mr. Boudlnot, '"^In 

Clark, no/ 

Penntylvania, 
Mr. Fitzdinmoiifl, 
Feteis, 



V 



liz. UcEmu, 


»T 


._ 


\nurton, 


•y)'^ 


Virffima, 




Ur. Uldiaon, 


•y)' 


North OmUna, 




Mr. Nash, 


"T 




Williamaon, 


•7 


•y 


Blount, 


«7 




Sou& Oanlina, 




ib. Eutledge, 


no 


Bamsaj, 


«y «y 


Izud, 


«r 





So the question was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, sec- 
onded by Mr. [John Taylor] Gikoan, as follows: 

Whereas it appears, that there are two brigades of troops 
of the Massachusetts line now commanded by colonels; 
therefore, 
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Resolved, That Colonel John Greaton, and Colonel William 
Shepard, the two senior colonels in the Maaaachusette line of 
officers be, and hereby are, promoted to the rank of brigadiers 
general in the army of the United States.' 

And on the question to agree to the motion, the yeas and 
nays being required by lii, [Samuel] Osgood, 



New HamptJare, 




DtUman, 






Mr. Gilnuui, 


%h 


Hr. McEeui, 


L°H 


White, 


Wli«rton, 


Musaehuieiti, 




lf<lT*»><i, 




Mr. Osgood, 


■!■>• 


llr.CuToU, 


ay)* 


Bhode Uland, 




Fityini*, 




Mr. Arnold, 


:^}- 


Ur.MuJuon, 


no)» 


Howell, 


North Corolim, 




New Yorlc, 




Mp.Nush, 


not 


Mr. Floyd, 


noj 


WiUiamBon, 


«y '7 


Hamilton, 


Bloiint, 


•7I 


New Jersey, 




S<xA Ctmlim, 




Mr. Boudinot, 


ZV" 


Hr. SuUedge, 


no 




Clark, 


fiomaay, 


«y 


DO 


Petmaylvania, 




laid, 


no 




Mr. Fitzedminotis, 


^\„,. 






Peters, 


no)°° 









So the motion was lost. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [David] Kamsay, Mr. 
[Abner] Nash, and Mr. [Richard] Peters, to whom was 
re-committed the draught of the supplemental ordinance 
for regulating the Post Office, reported the draught of an 
ordinance for amending the ordinance for regulating the 
Post Office of the United States, which was read a first time: 

Ordered, That Friday next be assigned for the second 
reading. 

1 This tnotion, in the writing <rf Bunuel Oagood, is ia the Popov 0/ the CantrnttOai 
I, No. 30,1,1(^461. 
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THURSDAY. DECEMBER 5, 1783. 

According to the order of the day, Congress proceeded to 
the election of two judges for the court of appeals in cases of 
capture; and the tuUlots being taken, Mr. John I^well, and 
Mr. George Bead were elected, the former having been nom- 
inated by Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, and the latter by Mr. 
IThomas] Eitzsimmons. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the report of a committee on Governor Clin- 
ton's letter of the 16 of September, &c. as entered on the 
journal of the 14 of November last; and the same being 
postponed, 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded 
by Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, in the words following: 

Whereas it appears to Congress, by authentic documents, 
that the people inhabiting the district of country on the west 
side of Connecticut river, commonly called the New Hamp- 
shire Grants, and claiming to be an independent State, in 
contempt of the authority of Congress, and in d^ect viola- 
tion of their resolutions of the 24 of September, 1779, and of 
the 2 of June, 1780, did, in the month of Sept^nber last, 
proceed to exercise jurisdiction over the persons and prop- 
erti^ of simdry inhabitants of the said district, professing 
themselves to be subjects of, and to owe alle^ance to the 
State of New York, by means whereof divers of them have 
been condemned to banishment, not to retiun on pain of 
death and confiscation of estate; and others have been fined 
in large sums and otherwise deprived of property; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said acts and proceedings of the said 
people, being higtdy derogatory to the authority of the United 
States, and dangerous to the Confederacy, require the imme- 
diate and decided interposition of Congress, for the protec- 
tion and relief of such as have suffered by them, and for 
preserving peace in the said district, until a ded^n shall 
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be had of the controverBy, rel&tive to the jurisdiction of the 
same: 

That the people inhabiting the Bud district claiming to be 
independent, be, and they are hereby, required, without 
delay, to make full and ample restitution to Timothy Church, 
Charioo Hmothy Phelps, Henry Evans, William Shattuck, 
and such others as have been condemned to banishment and 
confiscation of estate, or have otherwise been deprived of 
property since the first day of September last, for the dam- 
ages they have sustained by the acts and proceedings afore- 
sud; and that they be not molested in their persons or 
properties, on their return to their habitations in the said 
district: 

That the United States will take effectual measures to 
enforce a compliance with the aforescud resolutions, in case 
the same shall be disobeyed by the people of the said district : 

That no persons holding commissions under the State of 
New York, or under the people of the s^d district claming 
to be independent, exercise any authority over the persons 
and properties of any inhabitants in the said district, con- 
trary to the forementioned resolutions of the 24 of September, 
1779, and the 2 of June, 1780: 

That a copy of the afor^oing resolutions be transmitted 
to Thomas Chittenden, esq. of Bennington, in the district 
aforesaid, to be commumcated to the people thereof.^ 

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded 
by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, to strike out the following clause: 
"that the United States will take effectual measiues to 

I Thia motion, in the vritiiig of AitaanAm Hunilton, i« in the Paptn </ (A« Cmtv- 
nmttd Congrat, No. 36, 1, folio 470, 

The following undated motion, in the writing of Hn^ Wlliamaon, ii in No. 96, II, 
folio 89; it wu negmtived; 

Thftt the Secretary ftt War tike cHder for cuiaing to be deliToied to Thomaa Chit- 
tenden, Eaq., the Ute Reeolutiona reoperting the Inbabituita on the District of 
Country call'd the Hew Hunpshire Grants weit ot Connecticut River, and that he 
take measurtfl to inform himself particularly relative to the ditposition of the Mid 
Inhabitants, their views and designs, and conununicate such Information to Congress. 
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enforce a compliance with the aforesaid resolutions, in case 
the same shall be disobeyed by the people of the said district." 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by 
Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Uiat the question for striking out the 
clause be postponed imtil a question is taken on a motion 
for amending a previous part of the motion, by strikii^ out 
the words "and dangerous to the confederacy, require the 
immediate and decided interposition of Congress," and in 
lieu thereof inserting "interposed in pursuance of the act 
passed on the day of by the State of New 

Hampshire, and the act passed on the day of by 

the State of New York, two of the states claiming the same, 
and for the purpose of preserving the peace and interests of 
the confederacy, require immediate and effectual measures:" 

And on the question for postponing, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 



New Sampahire, 




Delaware, 




Mr. Oihniui, 


"°ln„ 


Mr.McKeui, 


:j}- 


White, 


no/-" 


Wharton, 


MaaaacJiuaetta, 




Virginia, 




Mr. Osgood, 


»y)* 


Mr. Jones, 


Z}- 


mode Itlaitd, 




Madison, 


Mr. Arnold, 


;::}- 


North CaroUna, 




HoveU, 


Mr. Naafa, 


V 


Nob York, 




Wiliiamson, 


•y ay 


Mr. Floyd, 


:jl*^ 


Blount, 


•7 


Hamilton, 


South CaroUjui, 




NmJerats, 




Mr. Rutledge, 


>y 


Mr. Boudinot, 


s}-^- 


Ramsay, 


ay ay 


Cliu-k, 


Izard, 


•7 


Pauut/himia, 








Mr. FitzBimmoDji, 


:^}- 






Fotora, 







So tiie question was lost. 
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On the question, shall the clause moved to be struck out 
stand t the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Da^id] 
Howell, 



JVew EampsJnre, 




Da«ain, 




Ut.QUxutn, 


'^1., 


Ur.McEean, 


«y 


Whits, 


•y)*'^ 


Whaiton, 


»y 


Maatadmaelb, 




Viiginiit, 




Mr. Osgood, 


•7)* 


Mr.JouM, 


•y 


Rhode Island, 




MadisoD, 


•7 


Mr. Arnold, 


Z}- 


iVorli OiroSm, 




Hovdl, 


Mr. Nash, 


no 


iVeio Yorlc, 




Williamson, 


ay 


Mi. Floyd, 


'^U, 


Blount, 


«y 


Hamilton, 


•■yr 


Smiih Oanlim, 




New Jersey, 




Mr. Rutledge, 


no 


Mr. Boudicot, 


Z}- 


Ramsay, 


«y 


CUrk, 


Isaid, 


•y 


Pemuylvanui, 










*yi.« 






Potors, 


.yr 







So it was resolved in the affinnative. 

The motion for amending the former part of the ori^nal 
motion, as before recited, was then made by Mr. [James] 
Madison, seconded by Mr. [Thomas] McKean: 

And on the question to agree to the amendment, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell^ 



Idiv. 



New Hampshire, 




Hm Jersey, 




Mr. Oilman, 


Z}-- 


Mr. Boudinot, 


«y 


White, 


Clark, 


no 


McuuachuseOs, 




Pennsylvania, 




Mr. Osgood, 


no)» 


Mr. Fitzsimnioiis, 


»y 


Rhode Islmd, 




Peters, 


«y 


Mr. Arnold,' 


;::}- 






HoweU, 


Mr. McEesn, 


«y 


New York, 




Wharton, 


•y 


Mr. Floyd, 


%]- 


Maryland, 




Hifflulton. 


Mr. Carroll, 


•y 
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r«,wi., 




SmihOmliM, 


Mr. Jones, 


Zh 


Mr. Butledg< 


Madison, 


Bamsay 






bard. 


Mr.Nssli, 


ay 




Williamson, 


ay ay 




Blounl, 


ay 





ay ay 



So the amendment w&b lost. 

On the question to agree to the original motion, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 



New EampeJiire, 




DeUsaare, 




Mr. Gilman, 


:^}- 


Mr. McEean, 


:^}- 


White, 


Wharton, 


MataaeMueOt, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Osgood, 


ay)' 


TAi. CaiToll, 


ay)* 


BhOe Mani, 




'Virginia, 




Mr. Arnold, 


°»1~, 


Mr. Jones, 


Z}- 


HoweU, 


no)"" 


Madison, 


Sm York, 




Notih Carolina, 




Mr. Floyd, 


Zh 


Mr. Nash, 


no 


Hamilton, 


Williamson, 


ay ay 


JV«o Jeney, 




Blount, 


ay 


Mr. Boudinot, 


r„}- 


Satdh Carolina. 




Clark, 


Mr. Butledge, 


no 


Pmnsyitwnia, 




Ramsay, 


ay ay 


Mr. FitzsinunoDS, 


%h 


Izard, 


ay 


Peters, 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 178a 

On motion of Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, seconded by Mr. 
'[Daniel] Carroll: 

Whereas there is reason to suspect, that [as well the na- 
tional character of the United States and the honor of Con- 
gress, as] the finances of the said states may be injured, and 
the pubUc service greatly retarded, by some publications 
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that have been made concemmg the ortont of om f og e ign 
leeeoB foreign affairs of said states: 

Besolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into 
this subject, and report what steps they ftpprobond conceive 
are necessary to be taken thereon if thoy a ball find that ony 
afo noooBOoagy .' 

According to the order of the day, the ordinance for 
amending the ordinance for regulating ihe Post Office of the 
United States was read a second time; and the question 
being put, stiall this ordinance be read a thud time, passed 
was lost. 

Ordered, That a letter of 5 November, from the adjutant- 
general to the Secretary at War, be referred to a committee, 
and that the conunittee be instructed to consider the general 
subject of franks, in order to extend or restnun the privilege 
as they may find necessary.* 

A motion was made by Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, aeo 
onded by Mr. [John] Rutledge, 

■ Thia motum, in the writing of Hugh Williftmaon, except tlie pftrt in bimcketi, iriiich 
u in that of Eliu Boudinot, ia in the Paper* of tAe Continental Conyrm, No. 36, I, 
folio 457. The indonement ahows that tiia committee w» Ur. [Eugli] WUianuon, 
Mi. [Daniel] Oanoll, Mi. [Jamea] Madison. 

* The motion upon which the conunittee mw appointed, in the writing of Hugjt 
Williameon, ia in the Paper* of the Continmtal Congrat, No. 59, III, folio 366. The 
Adjutant General's letter ia in No. US, II, folio 117. The committee, according to 
Uie indonement, was Mr. [David] Banuay, Mr. [Abner] Nadi, Mr. [Richard] Fetara. 
According to Committee Books Nob. 1S6 and 191, a report waa delivered on DecKn- 
ber 10, and recommitted December 12. 

The following undated motion, in the writing of Hu^ miliainson. Is in No. 36, H, 
folio 86: 

That * ho Priyil e dg p t l-b am Uag L eWew b e — ^ th e ea m e ia h ere hy eitt« BJ et l to 
the Inspector General, the Adjutant General, the Director of the Hoapit^, the Quarter 
maoter General, the CommiMuy of Frifloners and the paymaster General of the Army 
of the 17. S., Mid th a t th n mm n P ri x ilrilpi h n anrt t hn namr i n h r r n bj n it n nr lrH 
t o 4 h e Offic ers of t ho - Hc a d B - e t -t h e -lih e - de p a rtmonhi in a ny p B p ara te '' ttWHy, a ll 

have the FrivUedge of frankiiig Letten on public service to all officera in their 
respective Departments and that all lettera to those officers first above mentioned 
shall be free. 
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[That the Superintendant of finance be, and he is hereby 
directed to represent to the l^islaturee of the several states, 
the Indispensable necessity for their complying with the 
requisitions of Congress, for rusing one million two hundred 
thoxisand dollars, for paying a year's interest of the domestic 
debt of the United States, and two million dollars towards 
defrajdng the expences of the estimate for the ensuing year, 
and the inconveniencies, embarrassments and injuries to the 
public service, which will arise from the states individually 
T D ftTfin g appropriations of any part of the said two millions of 
dollars, or of any other monies required by the United States 
in Congress assembled,] assuring them withal that Congress 
are determined to make the fullest justice to the public 
creditors an invariable object of their counsels and exertions: 

That a deputation be sent from Con g fooa to the State of 
Rhode Island to infogm that atato of tho pFopoot a wbieb 
Oongro flfl hflTQ of loans and oth e r B npplios fog tho on s uing 
y«M* (for the purpose of making a full and just representation 
of the public aflfairs of the United States,) and of urging the 
absolute necessity of a compliance with the resolution of 
Congress of the 3d day of February, 1781, respecting the 
duty on imports and prizes, as a measure rasential to the 
safety and reputation of these states.' 

When the question was about to be put, a division was 
called for by Mr. pDavid] Howell; and on the question to 
agree to the first part, as far as "exertions" inclusive, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Ralph] Izard: 

Resolved, unanimously, in the affinuative, every member 
answering ay. 

■ This modon u in4h« Paptri o/tAe Continmtal Congreu, No. 36, 1, fi>lloa483ftiid 4S5. 
The port in bntcketa is in Oie writing of John Rutledge. The net ii in the writing of 
Alexander Buoilton, «xc«pt the words in puenlheees, which am in Junes liadison'i 
writang. 
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On the question to agree to the second part, "that a depu- 
tation," Ac. to the end, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. [Ralph] Izard, 



New Eompahire, 




nonfood, 




Mr. Oilman, 


l> 


Mr. Cairol, 


ay)« 


Wlite, 


Vv^nia, 




MattaekwietU, 




Mr.Jone., 


:j}- 


Mr. Osgood, 


«7)* 


Madison, 


Rhode /alsiuf. 




Nor& CbraZtna, 




Ur. Arnold, 


Z]- 


Mr. Nash, 


«y 


Hoiren, 


Williunaon, 


ay ay 


Nem York, 




Blount, 


•y 


Mr. Floyd, 


Zh 


SouA Carolina, 




Hamilton, 


Mr. Rutlodge, 


«y 


New Jersey, 




Ramsay, 


»y ay 


Mr. Boudinot, 


:^}- 


Izard, 


»y 


CUrk, 






Penneylvanm, 








Mr. Fitzsimmons, 


:^}- 






Mifflin, 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the deputation consist of three members, 
and that previous to their departure they confer with the 
Superintendant of finance, the Secretary at War and the 
Secretary for foreign affairs, who are hereby directed to 
communicate to them such information, from their respec- 
tive departments, as may be most conducive to the end pro- 
posed: the members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, ]ilr. 
[Thomas] Mifflin and Mr. [Abner] Na^. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER xo, 178a 

Mr. [Daniel] Carroll laid before Congress a letter of 6, from 
the president of the senate and speaJcer of the house of 
o e s e m b l y delegates of Maryland, informing him of his beii^ 
chosen a del^ate to Congress for the ensiui^ year. 
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SB, 

By Direction of the general Asaembly we have the Pleasure to 
inform you that you are chosen a Delegate to Congreee for the """""g 
Year. 
We have the honor to be Sir 

T' most ob* h»** Serr" 

Geo Platsb 
Pre$i^. of the Senate 
Tnot CocKET Dots 
Speaker H. D. 
AwKATOtts, Dea (5*. J7St, 
hon: Mi Casboll * 

Pursuant to the order of the 18 of Novemb^ last, the 
Superintendant of finance reported the draught of a letter 
to Thomas Barclay, esq. commissioner for settling the public 
accounts in Europe, containing instructions to the said com- 
missioner; and the same being read,* 

Ordered, That it be returned to the Superintendent of 
finance to be transmitted ; the letter being as follows: 

Office of Finimce, December 5, 1782. 
snt. 
On the 28th of May last the United States in Con- 
gress assembled resolved, that a commissioner be 
appointed to liquidate and finally settle the accounts of 
all the servants of the United States who have been 
intrusted with the expenditure of publick moneys in 
Europe. On the 29th of July last it was resolved, 
that the resolution of the 28th of May be reconsidered ; 
and on motion it was ordered, t^t the s^d resolution 
be committed. On the 18th of November last, on the 
report of a committee, to whom upon a reconsideration 
the resolution of the 28th day of May last was referred, 

' Th« original is in die Paptn of the Cemtiaenbd Congrai, MAryhmd, Crtden&HM q^ 
I>d«g(aa. It WM entoed in No. 179, Record oj Cndmtwlt, and not in the Tonraal. 

* This fertgnph and the oidec following vera entered in both the Public and Secrat 
(Foreign) Jounals. The letter of inatiuctioiiB waa entered onlf in the msnuacript 
Secret Journal, Foreign Afiain. 
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it was resolved, that a commissioner be ^pointed by 
Congress with full powers and authority to liquidate and 
finally to settle the accounts of all the servants of the 
United States in Europe; and to commence and prose- 
cute such suits, causes and actions as may be necessary 
for that purpose, or for the recovery of any property 
of the said United States in the hands of any person or 
persons whatsoever. That the said commissioner be 
authorised to appoint one or more cl^ks, with such 
allowance as he may think reasonable; and that the said 
commissioner and clerks respectively take an oath 
before some person duly authorised to administer an 
oath, faithfully to execute the trust reposed in th«n 
respectively. On the same day you was elected the 
commissioner; and it was resolved, that Congress would 
hereafter make adequate provision for the said commis- 
uoner, according to the nature and extent of the services 
which he shall perform. And on the 20th of November 
last it was resolved, that the superintendant of finance 
be directed to instruct the commissioner for settling the 
publick accounts in Europe to take proper measures 
for adjusting, without delay, the accounts of Mr. de 
Beaumorchais, or Roderique Hortales & Co., and to 
report such settlement to Congress, t^t order may be 
taken for payment of the balance, if any shall be justly 
due; and that in the mean time no further remittances 
or payments be made to Mr. de Beaumarchais or 
Roderique Hortales & Co. by virtue of any former resolu- 
tions of Congress. 

Enclosed herein you will find a commission authoris- 
ing you to act in this business ; and I shall now endeav- 
our to give you such explanations and directions as may 
be necessary for the accomplishment of it, consistently 
with the views and intentions of the United States in 
Congress. 
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You will undoubtedly remark, that no sum is fixed 
upon as the compensation for this duty, the reason of 
which is apparent, namely, that until the completion 
of it neither the nature nor extent can be p^ectly 
known. Thb might perhaps hare induced a monthly 
or annual stipend to any other commissioner; but as 
your other duties may and probably will occupy a part 
of your time and attention, which must nevertheless 
be indeterminate, so it follows, that no points could 
properly be assumed by which the reasonable extent of 
such a stipend could be known. I have every reason 
to believe, that It is the intention of Congress to make 
a generous allowance for the performance of this serv- 
ice, and I am persuaded that by attention, assiduity 
and the faithful exertion of yotu- talents and abilities, 
you will merit their regard. 

The appointment of your clerks, as well as the ascer- 
taining their number and reward, are left to your dis- 
cretion. You will on this occasion consult the princi- 
ples of true economy, which dictate the employing as 
many persons as are capable of performing the service, 
and no more; the taking care that those employed are 
capable of p^orming the business committed to them; 
and the obtaining such a number of such persons on 
the cheapest terms for which they can be procured. 
But the worst economy in the world is to employ 
improper men. That you may be enabled to form a 
judgment of the talents necessary to a clerk you will 
observe, that Congress in then- ordinance of ^e 11th 
S^tember, 1781, for regulating the treasury and 
adjusting the publick accounts, ordained and declared, 
that the clerks, the number of whom should be r^u- 
lated by tiie Superintendant of finance, should be 
appointed by the comptroller. That it should be their 
duty respectively to examine all accounts which should 
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be committed to thexa by the comptroller, to correct all 
errouia, and to note in writing what may appear excep- 
tionable either as to the propriety of the chiu^ee, or the 
validity of the vouchers; and to transmit the accoimts, 
with his remarks, to the auditor: and that the party for 
himself, and the clerk on behalf of the publick, should 
be heard before the auditor. From the nature of tiie 
commission intrusted to you it follows, tltat you must 
both commit the accoimt to the clerk, and luFterwards 
audit it, as well as finally detennine on and adjust it; 
which last is done here by the comptroller, except in 
cases where the appointment of a commissioner has been 
necessary, with authorities similar to yours. It b to 
be apprehended, that the accounts will in many instances 
be erfiibited to you informally; and as it is not onty 
useful in the first settling of complicated accounts to 
adhere to settled forms, but absolutely necessary to the 
clear and easy und^standing of them after tliey are 
settled, BO it will frequently become necessary to have 
the accounts restated, and all the vouchers to them 
numbered by your clerks. And although your own care 
and attention will always be requisite to detect and 
discover errours and frauds, yet so much will depend 
on the accuracy and abilities of the clerks in these inves- 
tigations, that I cannot too stroi^ly recommend to your 
attention the choice of able accomptants for that pur- 
pose. 

With respect to the accounts of Mr. de Beaumarchais, 
much has been said, and therefore I might dispense 
perhaps with saying any thing; but as I have reason 
to beUeve, that whatever may have been the charao* 
ters of the persons concerned, either for abilities or 
integrity, the business which has passed throu^ their 
hands has not been well done, I must desire that these 
accounts xmdergo your strictest scrutiny. You will 
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probably find some other lai^e accounts, which merit 
a like attention. In every such case, the observa- 
tions made here will be equally applicable. You 
are too well acquainted with mercantUe business not 
to know when, and how, and what commissions are 
chargeable on a transaction. I believe that knowledge 
and information on this subject will be found very 
necessary. They will be indispeosable should it be 
attempted to cbai^ several commissions on the same 
thing, whether it be done openly as such, or covertly 
as brokerage, factorage and the like, or still more 
covrartly by an increase of original price. Hence, 
tiierefore, it will be found necessary to consider well 
the original prices; and it is much to be lamented tJiat 
samples of the articles cannot be laid before you; 
because many have been received of a quality not only 
base, but despicable. It is not possible at tbis dis- 
tance of time and place to ascertain by whom such 
articles were purchased; and indeed many of those 
which have been shipped never arrived. Under such 
circumstances it becomes your duty to reqube proof 
of the quality of such articles as appear chained to the 
United States; and the idea will naturally surest 
itself, that the character of the party m«,1fiTi g the charge 
will influence the necessity of such proof, just as the 
validity of the proof itself will be influenced by the 
character of the witnesses. Had these transactions 
been merely confined to the purchase and delivery of 
goods, they might perhaps easUy have been investi- 
gated ; but they extend themselves to many other things, 
among which b the transportation and expence inci- 
dent te it. Under this head two objects present them- 
selvee immediately to view: first, whetiier due care 
was taken in the modes of tran^x)rtation adopted; 
and secondly, whether the expence has been reasoo- 



,y Google 



i Jmirruda of Congress 

able or exorbitant. With respect to the latter, it will 
certainly be your duty to correct improp^ or exorbi- 
tant cha^;ea. But in the former case your conduct 
must be directed by circumstances in their nature so 
variotts as to admit of no prescribed rule; and there- 
fore I can only recommend it to you to consult the 
interesta of the United States as far as the principles of 
justice will permit. I know it is unnecessaiy to tell 
you that the delivery of goods purchased and trans- 
ported should be shown before the chai:g:e8 are ad- 
mitted ; but I must desire that the evidence on this sub- 
ject may be so clear and plain as to enable us to call 
the receivers of them to account. Cases will doubt- 
less occur of loss by the accidents of the sea, and by 
enemies: these also should be dearly proved, and the 
causes as much as possible investigated. 

Your commission will entitle you to aid and proteo- 
tbn in the execution of the duties committed to you; 
and you will make the necessary ^plications on that 
subject to the proper persons whenev^ circumstances 
shall require. A primary object will be, to discov^ 
what smns have at any time or times been paid to the 
use of the United States. These can, I suppose, be 
discovered, and the names of the persons to whom 
they have been pud, although it is possible that in 
certain cases the person hy whom they have been paid 
will not be known to you. The first account you 
form will be a general one, under the title of loans and 
subsidies obtained in Europe on account of the United 
States. The debit of ihia accoimt you may leave in 
blank, but the credit side will consist of the sums paid 
to the use of the United States, imd the persons to 
whom they were paid. Every of these persona will, 
of course, be debited in particular accoimts for the 
respective sums so credited. HieBe sums, then, they 
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are to account for; and where they have paid them 
over to others, such payments are again to be accoimted 
for, until they are traced to a final appropriation, 
which will be of articlee purchased for, or services 
rendered to, the United States. In the course of this 
investigation, however, it may happen, that in some 
case of payment by one to another the receiver shall 
not accotmt properly, on which the question will arise, 
how far the payment is to operate a discharge to the 
party by whom it was made. This question admits of 
so many modifications, according to the varieties of 
possible circumstances, that no provision can be made 
which will be applicable to all. I have therefore 
thought it beet to enclose for your perusal the instruc- 
tions ' on this subject to commissioners appointed for 
settling the old accounts of the civil departments. You 
will govern yourself by the spirit of these instructioDS 
according to circmnstances as they arise. 

I have already observed, that the final approprisr 
tion of moneys must be traced to articles piuchased 
and services rendered; but such a general distinction 

> A cop7 of thli letter li In the Poptn o/ tA« CbnttnmloJ Om^KM, No. 137, II, fcdio 83, 
wtollom; 

Office of FinKice, 3* October, 1782. 

In the conne of tlie busfiien committed to 3rour c&ra & doubt vill natunlly enoi^ 
•rfn, how far pepmeiits to deputies ia b department ihall di«chai|e the piinc^al. 
I think it pi'oper thwefcure to ^ve you my sentimenta. 

When of two officers appointed by Ctngreaa, the «ie ia from the nature of his office 
to teceive money bom the othw, in such case, the payment on publick account, and 
for the purpoeee of such office, must finally diachatge the party paying. In all other 
caset, the advances made should be carried (in the Snt instance) to the credit of the 
person who made thorn, and be chaiged to the receiver. But in any case whete there 
shall have been a default, the amount thereof must be recharged to the immediate 
superiouT of the debulter; and if it be still unaccounted lor and unpaid by him, then 
it must be recharged to his immediate superiour; and so on, until it finally stand m a 
charge against some person appointed by Congress; and then in the last reeort, Congtea 
(idiosze alone competent to it)willdetermineuponaconaidetation of all circumstances, 
wlietber the principal shall be held to pay the United SUtes, or whethw he shall be 
finally d' ' 
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would not be sufficiently clear in the stating of ac- 
counts: you will place this final appropriation, there- 
for^ under one or other of these following general heads. 
1. Salaries and Sxpences qf Pvblick Ministers, Com- 
miasioners and Agents. In this account you will chai^ 
all mon^rs advanced to any publick servants of the 
United States in Europe on account of their salaries or 



2. Cloathier GeneraTs Department, In this account 
you will charge every article of cloathing which may 
have been purchased. 

3. Commissary qf MUitary Stores Department. In 
this account you will charge all arms, ammunition and 
the like. 

4. Quartermaster General's Department. In this you 
will charge tents, sheet tin for camp kettles, and other 
articles properly belon^ng to that department. 

6. Marine Department. In this you will charge all 
moneys expended in building or buying ships of war 
and fitting them out, with the incidental chaises; also 
naval stores purchased for the United States, and the 
like. 

'6. Hospital Departmenl. In this you will charge all 
instruments, medicines, &c. &c. appertaining to that 
department. 

7. Merdiandise General. In this you will chai^ such 
articles of stores aa do not fall within the second, third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth heads, if any such there be, and 
also any articles which you shall be doubtful as to the 
account they ought to be carried to. 

8. Transport Service. In this you will charge the 
purchase, freightment, hire, insurance and the like, of 
ships or vessels for the purpose of bringing any articles 
to America. 
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9. CorMn^erU Services. In this you will chai^ the 
expence of laud transportations, expresses, storages, 
wharfages, and other like articles; also all those things 
which do not f^ properly under some other genial 
head. 

10. Prisoners and Amencans in Europe. In this you 
will chai^ all mon^s pwd for or to American prisoners, 
or other Americans, taking care so to designate and 
specify these charges, and the parties, as that those 
who are able may be called on for repayment. The 
names and usual places of abode will, so far as they are 
attainable, be of importance. 

11. Foreign Officers. In this you will charge all sums 
paid or advanced to foreign officers, coming to or 
returning from America. 

12. Interest cfD^ts. In this you will charge all sums 
paid on the interest bills of exchange issued from the 
several loan offices, and any other interest moneys 
which may have been paid. 

13. Bills qf Exchange. In this you will chai^ all 
sums paid on bills of exchange drawn by order of 
Congress. 

It b not improbable that in the course of yoiu* bxisi- 
ness you may find it necessary to raise some other such 
general accounts; and if so, you will raise them accord- 
ingly. You will take care to attend strictly to the 
propriety of all chaiges made, and to the validity of the 
vouchers by which they are supported. You will 
examine very particularly into the accounts of armed 
vessels fitted out in Europe on account of the United 
States, especially of those wherein any individuals 
shall appear to have been interested. And you will 
bring ^ose persons to accoimt into whose hands any 
prizes or moneys for the sales of prizes may have come; 
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80 that justice may be done as well to the publidc as to 
\h& captoEB concerned therein. 

Whenever you finally settle an account, you will take 
care to be possessed of the several vouchers, which, 
together with the account, are to be kept in your con- 
sular office \intil farther orders; but you will transmit 
quadruplicate copies of the several general accounts by 
safe conveyances as soon as possible.' 
The Conmiittoe [Mr. Jamee Duane, Mr. James Madison and Mr. 
Daniel CaiToQ] to whom was referred the memorial of S. Metcalf &c. 
re^rt that the same be handed to the office of Fore^n AfTaiis.* 

Seaohed, That the Day of next be asdgned tor 

the Consideration of the several Resolutions and papers on the 
Journals and ^es of Congress respecting the district of Country 
Commonly known by the name of the New Hampshire Grants West 
of Connecticutt river and that the states of New York and New 
Hampshire and the people residing on said Grants be informed that 
Congress will then proceed to make their Final Detenniuation re- 
specting said Territory.* 

The Committee of the Week {^ir. ^Tilliam Floyd, Mr. Jonathan 
Arnold, Mr. Darid Ramsay] report, on the petition of Bellamy Craw- 
ford praying for a settlement of bis accounts for cloathing, rations 
and an tJIowance for his extraordinary expences in Charleetown that 
they are sfflisible his distresses are great, and his necessity pressing; 
that they cannot devise any mode for bis particular relief without 
an infraction of established systematical arrangemraits. Th^, 
therefore, recommend that tiiat part of his petition which rdatee to 
a settlement of his accounts be referred to the Superintendant of 
Finance and that part which relates to his cloathing, rations, subust- 
1 This letter ig in the Papen qf tite CojiUneiUal Ctmgrtu, No. 137, II, Apptndix, 
folios 277-285. A copy is in Ho. 137, II, folios 73-82, and Uoiris's letter of transmittal 
is on lolio 69. The letter to Barclay is printed in the DipUmaiic Corrarpondenu (/ 
tht Ameriean Revolution (Wharton) VI, 116. 

* This report, in the vritiog of James Uadison, is in the Paptn of lAs ConUinental 
Cmgrat, No. IB, IV, folio 69. According to the indoiaement, it ma paaed on this 
day. 

* This undated motion, in the writing of John Taylor Gilman, is in the Paptn of 
the ContiMntal Congrti, No. 36, II, folio 81. Cf. Uadison'a notes for December 10, 
potL 
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ence and extraordinaiy expeiices while a prisoner in Charieetown 
to the Secretary at War.* 

The Committee of the Week \i£x. 'William Floyd, Mr. Jonathan 
Arnold, Mr. David Ramsay] Keport, 

That the memorial of Re^er Schennerhom, requesting pay for a 
quantity of rum sdzed from him by order of Major Qeul. Howe in 
die year 1780, be referred to the Superintendant of Finance to report 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER xx, X783 

On the application of the Secretary at War, 

Ordered, That he have leave of absence to visit his family.' 

On the report of a committee consisting of Mr. [Alexander] 
Hamilton, Mr. [James] Madison and Mr. [Thomas] Fitz- 
simmons, 

Resolved, That the followii^ letter be sent to the governor 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, with the 
deputation appointed to proceed to that State: 

Sir: Congress are equally affected and elarmed by the information 
they have received, that the l^islature of your State, at their last 
meeting, have refused their concurrence in the establishment of a 

I This report, in the writing of David TUmnky, is in the Papen □/ tJie Continent^ 
Ocmgrat, No. 32, {olio 423. The Indoraement tbowa that it was paned on this day. 
Ciawford'a petition, dated Philadelphia, December 6, 1782, is in No. 42, II, folio 160. 

> This lepoTt, undated, in the writing of William Floyd, is in the Paptn oflht Con- 
tinmtal Ctmgntt, No. 32, folio 421. The memorial of Keyer Schennerhom, dated 
Philadelphia, December 5, 1782, is in No. 41, IX, folio 209, and its indoTBement 
ahowa that it waarefened to Superintendent of Finance on December 10, to report. 

On this day, according to the indorsement, was read the letter of G from Baron 
Steuben. It was referred to Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. 
[Esekiel] ComeU. ItiainNo. 19, V, foUo653. 

Also, a letter dated November 20, from Captain Le Chev. de Moyria. It ia in 
No. 7B, XVI, folio 337. 

Also, a letter, undated, from the Secretary at War. It is in No. 149, II, folio 169. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary at War, <^ted this day. It ia in No. 149, II, folio 
U9. 

Also, a letter from General Washington, datad He>d Quarters, December 4. It is 
in No. 1S2, XI, folio ST. 

* The Secretary at War's letter lain the Pa]Mra(i^tA< Oontrntntat Ooni/n*; No. 14B, 
II, folio 186. 
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duty OIL importe. They conuder this measuTe as bo indispensable 
to tiie prosecution of the war, that a sense of duty and r^ard to llie 
common safety, compel them to renew their efforts to engage a com- 
pliuLce with it ; and in this view they have determined to send a depu- 
tation of three of their members to your State, as expressed in the 
enclosed resolution. The gentlemoi they have appointed will be 
able to lay before you a full and just representation of the public 
affairs, from which, they flatter themselves, will result a conviction 
of the propriety of their solicitude upon the present occasion. Con- 
vinced by past experience of the zeal and patriotism of the State of 
Rhode Island, they cannot doubt that it will yield to those uigent 
considerations which flow from a knowledge of our true situation. 
They will only briefly observe, that the increasing discontents of the 
army, the loud clamours of the public creditors, and the extreme 
dispToportion between the current suppUee and the demands of Ihe 
public aerrice, are so many invincible arguments for a goncrol the 
fund a t - tbe - di is po aft l of recommended by Congress. They feel them- 
selves unable to devise any other that will be more efficacious, less 
exceptionable or more generally agreeable, and if this is rejected, 
they anticipate calamities of a most menacing nature, with this 
consolation, however, that they have faithfully dischai^ed their trust, 
and that the mischiefs which may follow, cannot be attributed to 

A principal object of the proposed fund is, to procure loans abroad. 
If no security can be held out to lendets, the success of these must 
necessarily be very limited. The last accounts on the subject were 
ndt flattering, and when intelligence shall arrive in Europe, that the 
State of Rhode Island has disagreed to the only fund which has yet 
been devised, there is every reason to apprehend it wUl have a fatal 
influence on their future progress. Deprived of this resource, our 
affaire must, in all probability, rapidly hasten to a dangerous crisis, 
and theee stales be involved in greater embarrassments than they 
have yet experienced, and from which it may be much more difficult 
to emerge. Congress will only add a request to your Excellency, that 
if the legislature should not be sitting, it may be called together as 
speedily as possible, to enable the gentlemen whom they have deputed 
to perform the purpose of their misAion.* 

* This report, in the writiiig ol Alexutder Hamilton, is in the Paptn of tiit Conti> 
nantol Oemvkm, No. 20, 1, folio 200. 
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[On a report of the Secretary at War, 

War Offiob, Decmber iO^, 178t. 
Sm, 

Oq a motion of M* Howell, for settling Mi Peck's depreciation, 
referred to the Secretary at War, I beg leave to submit the following 
draught of a resolve to \ha consideration of Congress. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of Hhode 
Island, to settle Major William Feck's depreciation in the 
manner they have adjusted the depreciation of the officers 
of their line.]' 

On a report from the Secretary at War, 

Wae Ofiiob, Dee. 10*, 178t. 
Sm, 

On the reference of my letter addressed to Congress respecting the 
British Frisoners of war, I beg leave to submit the following drai^ht 
of a resolve. 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War be empowered 
to permit any British prisoner of war to hire himself as 
a labourer, provided tiie person who employs him shall 
give sufficient security for his appearance when called 
for, in a penal bond of one hundred pounds current 
money of Pensylvania, and that he pays to the Super- 
intendant of Finance four dollars monthly for the hire 
of such prisoner while retained in his service.' 

Ordered, That a tetter from the Superintendent of Finance of loth 
December respecting an allowance to T. Rutledge, purchasing com- 
missary Southern Army, be referred to Mr. [John Lewis] Gervus, 
Mr. [Thomas] Fitzsimmons and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

■ This report is in the Papert of the ConlxTimial Congnu, No. 149, II, folio 163. Vba 
part ot Uie Jonrnal in bncketo wu entered by Oeoige Bond. 

The followliig undated motion, in the writing of David Howell, exc^t the poitkuu 
in brocketa, which is in the writing of Eliu Boudinot, ialnNo. 3S, II, folio 9S: 

That the Scc fetaqF ri W tftGovemorof RhodeI»Iand]bedirecled to carry into effect 
the reecdve of 25 luly. 1777, in favour of Lieut, Col. Barton of the SUte ot R. I. and 
F. P. [and that the ezpence bo taken out of the first moniee arising from the Duty ot 
6 F recommended by Congren.] 

■ This report is in the Fapen of Utt Canttnmtol Congnu, No. 149, II, folio 176. 

The resolution was entered only in the manuscript Secret (Domesdc) Journal and 
in Secret Jounial No. 8, A. 
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That a report of Supeiintendant of Finance for settliDg accounts of 
Officers up to the 31 December, 1781, be referred to Mr. [John Taylor} 
Gihnan, Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton and Mr. [Thomaa] Fitesinunons.* 



THURSDAY. DECEMBER 13, 1783 

Mr. NaUianiel Gorham, a del^ate for the State of Massa- 
chusetts, attended, and produced the credentials of his 
appointment, which were read, and by whidi it appears, 
that on the 24 of October last, he was elected to serve for one 
year, to commence the first Monday of November, 1782. 

CoiaiONWEAI.TH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

By His Excellency John Hancock Esqf Govemor & 
[SeaiQ Commander in Chief in & over the Commonwealth of Masaa- 
chnsette 

To all unto whom these Presents shall come Qreeting. 

Whebeab the General Court of this Commonwealth did on the 
Twenty fourth day of October 1782 agreeable to the Constitution 
of this Commonwealth appoint The Hon^** Nathaniel Gorham Esq? 
a Del^ate to Tepteeent this Commonwealth in the General Congress 
of the United States of America, 

Now tho-efore enow tb That I do by these Presents, and in pur- 
suance of the said Appointment Conmiission the said Nathaniel 
Gorham Esq? to represent this Commonwealth in Congress & vest 
him with all & singular the Powera & Authorities to the said Office 
or place of Delegate belonging by 'Virtue of the Constitution of this 
Commonwealth & the Appointment aforesaid. And to hold said 
Office until the fifth day of November 1783. And the said Nathaniel 
Gorham Esq. is hereby required to observe the Instructions which 
from time to time shall be given to him by the General Court of this 
Commonwealth. 

* TheM two orders were entered only in the jounul kept by the SecretUT of Ood- 
gw a p for the Superintendent of Finance: Morri* Papert, Congrutwnal ProceecHngt. 

On thia day, according to Uie iadonement, a letter, of December 11, from the Sec- 
retary at War, enclooing an extract of a letter, of November 11, from Major General 
Greene, respecting the fortiGcationB of Charleetown, was read and referred to Hr. 
[John Lewis] Gerv^, Mr. [Alexaadei] Eamiltan and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. The com- 
mittee waa discharged April 28, 1783. The letter from the Secretary at Wu is in the 
Papert 0/ the Con^ntntal Congreit, No. 149, II, folio 181; and the extract froiD 
Greene's letter on folio 179. 
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In TE8TIMONT whflTeof I have cauaed the Public Seal of this Com- 
monwealth aforeeaid to be hereunto affixed. 

WmrEfis John Hancock Esq. QoTernor & Commander in Chief of 
the said Commonwealth. 

Dated at Boston the Twentieth day of Kovember in the Year of 
Our LoBD One Thousand Seven A Eighty two, And in the Seventh 
Year of the ladep^endence of the United States of America. 

John Hanoooe 

By His Excellence Command 
John Avert Se<f> 

Coia(ONWXAI,TH OF MASSAOHnSETTS 

Council Chamber, Boston, Notf ££*, 178£ 
These certify That the Honble Nathaniel Qorham Esqi was Elected 
the 24^ of October last a Delegate to represent this Commonwealth 
in Congress by joint Ballot of the Senate & House of Representatives 
agreeable to the Constitution to serve for one Year to commence 
the first Monday of November instant 

John Avery Sets' * 

Mr. John CoUinB, a del^ate for the State of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, attended, and produced the 
credeutiab of his appointment, by which it appears, that on 
the first Wednesday in May last, he was chosen to represent 
that State in the Congress of the United States for one year, 
and imtil another shall appear to take his place. 
State of Rhode IsLAim and Pbovidbnoe Plantations 

I certify That at the Anniversary Election of all Officers, Civil and 
Military, for this State, held at Newport, on the First Wednesday in 
Hay last, the Honble John ColUns, Esquire was chosen One of the 
Dele^tes to represent this State in the Congress of the United States 
for One Year, and imtil another shall appear to take his Place. 

Witness my Hand, at Providence this Sixteenth Day of November, 
A. D. 1782, & in the Seventh Year of Independence. 

Henry Ward Secry* 

> TheOTi^n&lisia thePnpcrio/tA^ Contmtntal Congnu, Maaeachiuette, CndealiaU 
ofD^ftgata. It wu entered in No. 179, Rteord qf Oredeniiah, uid not in the Journal. 

' Thie certificate ia with the credentials of November 20, in the Paperi of the Canli- 
nmtal C<mgrti», Maesachusetto, CrtdenliaU of DeUgaUt, but wu not entered either 
in the Journal or in No. 179. 

■ The original lain the PoTwvo/tAeCbntiiunioiaMvnM, Rhode Island, CndentialM 
eflhUgattt. It wu entand in No. 170, Rteord </ Oadmttob, and not in the JoomaL 
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A letter, of the 30 November, from the speaker of the lower 
bouse of assembly of the State of Khode Island, being read, 

A motion was made by Mr. [David] Howell, seconded by 
Mr. [Jonathan] Arnold, in the words following: 

"Whereas a letter to his Excellency the President of Con- 
gress, from the lower house of assembly of the State of 
Bhode Island and Providence Plantations, hath been this 
day read in Congress, in the words and %ures following, 
to wit; 

East Oreenvfieh, SO^ Novemher, 178S. 

%: In obedience to the direction of the lower house of aaeembly 
of this State, I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency their 
nnflnimous resolution on the recommendation of Congress, respecting 
an impost on imported goods, Ac. and to state some of the principal 
reasons which produced that resolution. The recommendation was 
rejected. 

iBt. Because it would be unequal in its operation, beaiing hardest 
on the most commercial states, and so would press peculiarly hard 
upon this State, which draws its chief support from commerce: 

2dly. Because it proposes to introduce into this and the other 
states, officers unknown and unaccountable to them, and so is against 
die constitution of this State: and 

3dly. Because, by granting to Ckingreaa a power to collect moneys 
from the commerce of these states, indefinitdy as to time and quan- 
tity, and for the expenditure of which they are not to be accountable 
to the states, they would become independent of their constituents; 
and BO the proposed impost is repugnant to the liberty of the United 
States. 

Many more reasons might be offered, and the subject drawn out to a 
great length, by descending to particulars; but these are sufficient to 
answer the main design of tbe house, which is to shew a decent respect 
to the states which have differed from them in opinion upon this 
subject. 

lliis State may be justly ranked among the foremost in the conmion . 
cause, having furnished in support of it as many men, and as much 
money, in proportion to its abilities, as any State in the union, and 
much more than most of them, and it is still disposed to continue its 
exertions; but it will raise and collect its quota of public taxes in 
such a way as shall be judged most proper. 
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And it is hoped, that when its resolutions are founded on the great 
principles of liberty and a general interest, it will not be thought to 
suspect the public virtue of the present Congress, by withholding 
from them or their servants, a power of which their succesaora might 
make a dangerous use. 

With the hi^est sentiments of reapect for your Bbccollency, and 
the honorable assembly over which you preside, I am your Elxcel- 
lency's most obedient aerrant, 

William Bbadfobd, Speaker.' 

"Wherefore Resolvedf That the resolution of the 6 of 
December instant, for appomting a deputation to be sent 
to the State of lUiode Island, for the purpose of making a 
full and just representation of the public aSakn of the United 
States, and of ui^ing the absolute necessity of a compliance 
with the resolution of Congress of the 3d day of February, 
1781, respecting the duty on imports and prizes, as a measure 
essential to the safety and reputation of these states, be, 
and the same is hereby repealed." ' 

On this motion the previous question was moved by the 
State of New York, seconded by the State of New Hamp- 
shire, that the questbn be not now put: 

And on the question to agree to the previous question, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David] Howell, 



Neuf Hampshire, 




New Yori, 




Mr. Gilman, 


:^}- 


Mr. Floyd, 


:^}- 


White, 


Hamilton, 


Xamachiuetti, 




Nea Jeraey, 




Mr. OBgood, 


:?}- 


Mr. Boudmot, 


?}- 


Gorham, 


aark. 


Bhcdt Itlavd, 








Mr.Coffim, 


no 


Mr. Fitzsimmons, 


zv^ 


Arnold, 


no no 


Mifflin, 


Howell, 


no 







■This letter lain the Pap«r>o/tA« Conlxnenlal Crmgrtu, No. 64, folio G26. lliQii^ 
dtmement statea th&t it wu refemd to Hr. [AlexAodei] Hunilton, Hr. [Junea] 
M&diaoQ And lb. ['niomafl} FitE0iiiiiDOD& 

' This motion, in the writing of Jonathan Arnold, ia in the Paper* of A* Conlmtntal 
Gmffra», No. 86, 1, iblio 463. The vote is indoned on it 
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DOamm, 




Norih CkinUna, 




Mr. McEean, 


ay)« 


Mr.Naah, 


ay 


Marylamd, 




WOUamson, 


«y 


Mr. CarroU, 


•T)* 


Blotmt, 


ay 


r«y»i., 




South OaroUna, 




Ur.Uitdison, 


•y)' 


Mr. Ramsay, 


«y 






Oerrais, 


•y 



So it was resolved in the affinnative, and the main question 

was set aside. 

That the deputation appointed to go to the State of Rhode Island 
to urge the necessity of a compliance frith the recommendation of 
Congreea for laying an Impost of 5 pc. delay their journey till the 
further order of Congreas.* 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, Mr. [Samuel] O^ood and Mf. - Potof B Mr. [John Taylor] 
Gilman, to whom were referred the letter and report of the 
Secretary at War, on the subject of future promotions of 
colonels or lieutenant colonels commandant to the rank of 
brigadiers : 

Resolved, That for the purpose of promotions of colonels 
or lieutenant colonels commandant in the army of the United 
States, to the rank of brigadiers, the army of the United 
States shall be considered as classed in the following divisions ; 
the eastern, the middle and the southern: the troops of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, 
shall form the eastern: those of New York, New Jersey, 
Pensylvania, Delaware and Maryland, the middle: and those 
of Virginia, North Carolma, South Carolma and Geoi^, the 
southern division: 

That whensoever it shall be deemed necessary for the com- 
mand of troops in service, to appoint brigadiers in any state 
or states, where the niunber of troops in the field are sufficient 
to form one or more brigades, the brigadiers shall be ap- 

' This motion, in tbe writing of Abraham Claik, is in Qio Paper* of At Gmtmenl^ 
Congnu, No. 36, 1, folio 471. Accwding to the indorsement, it wu rafeirod on this 
day to lb. [Alexander] Baimll4», Hr. [Jameel Uadiaon and Ur, [Tbomaal Fitsdnimou. 
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pointed from the senior colonels or lieutenant colonek comr 
mandant in the lines of such states; and when brigadiers 
shall be wanted to command brigades within any of the 
divisions composed of the troops of such states who have 
not individually numbers in the field sufficient to form a 
brigade, the brigadiers shall be appointed from the senior 
colonels or l^tenant colonels commandant in such brigades, 
^e Comnuttee further submit the foIloTrii^ resolution, 
Beaolved, lliat Cols. John Qreaton, Rufus Putnam and ESias 
Dayton be appointed brigadiers in the anny of the United States.* 

Ordered, That so much of the report as recommends certain 
officers to be promoted to the rank of brigadiers, be referred 
to the Secretary at War to report. 

The Superintendant of finance, to whom was referred a 
memorial of Reyer Schermerhom, r^rarts, 

"That from the face of the said memorial, it appears th&t 
the case of Mr. Schermerhom falls within the purview of the 
resolutions of the 20 February, 1782.'" 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report: 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. 
[Daniel] Carroll and Mr. [James] Madison, appointed to con- 
sider how far the honor of Congress and the finances of the 
United States may be affected by certain late publications 
on the subject of foreign loans, &c. report, 

"That among the different publications which have lately 
been made concerning foreign loans, they have particularly 
attended to a very remarkable extract of a letter, published 
in the Boston Gazette, of November 10, 1782, under the 
Providence head, which is there said to be 'an extract of a 
letter from a gentleman in Philadelphia to his friend in tJiat 
town, dated October 16'; in which are the foUowii^ observar 

1 Tbia report, in the writiiig of Richud PetCTB, except the last puagimpb, vblcb 
is in that of Daniel CftrroU, is in the Paptn of the OottHnmial CimgnM, No. 21, 
folio 311. See January 7, 1783. 

* This report is in the Paper* ofOu ConHaaiiid Omgntt, No. 137, U, folio S7. 
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tions: 'This day letters have been read in Congress from 
Mr. Adams, of the 16 of Aiigust, and Mr. Dumas, his secre- 
tary, of the 19. The loan he is n^otiating fills as fast as 
could be expected. The national importance of the United 
States is constantly rising in the estimation of European 
powers and the civilized world. Such is their credit, that 
tbay have of late failed in no application for foreign loans, 
and the only danger on that score is that of contracting 
too lai^ a debt.* 

"Yoiu- committee have examined the several letters that 
have been received from Mr. Adanis, your minister at the 
Hague, in the course of the last six months, as well as those 
from Mr. Dumas, and the sundry letters which have been 
received from your ministers at Versailles and Madrid, on 
the subject of loans in the coiu^e of the present year, and 
they are sorry to observe, that the positions just referred to, 
on the subject of loans are not only ill founded, but some of 
them are expressly contradicted by the letters of your minis- 
ters at foreign courts; and whereas the above extract, from 
its date, and particular mention of other dates, is so drawn 
as to give reason to suspect that it was written by a member 
of Congress, or by some person officially entrusted with their 
papers; and as the duty and honor of Congress require that 
they should endeavour to detect uid prevent misrepresenta- 
tions of this kind : 

Resolved, That the Secretary for foreign affairs be instructed 
to write to the executive of Mft e aftoht wette Rhode Island, 
requesting them to enquire through what channel the above 
communication was made, or who is the supposed author of 
the extract referred to, and report accordingly.^ 

Tlie Committee further report that the cUose in tiie said publlca^ 
tion which manifestly refera to the late advances made by the Comt 
of Sweden towards a treaty with the United States affords a strong 

> Thia raport, in the writing of Hugh WilUMnwon, fa in the Paptn c/ At CoKHnatal 
Qmgrtu, No. 25, II, folio 141. 
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presumption fliat the injonotion obligation of secrecy t 
on that subject haa been violated ei^^ by some < 
member of Congress or that theiK) hn a boon s om a iBdie e g et ion of p e F ■ 
fidy in th a t the inf o wn at ion w»oi»ed fpom tho Miniotpy Pl e oipoteo" 
tiapy a t the Court of Vew s ftillc a h aa tnmspifed ff e m the offi ew-te 
wbiob it wa fl- wrtroBt e d) by some person belonging to one of the offices 
to which the letter from the Minister Plenipo: at the Court of Ver- 
sailles was entrusted ; that aa soon as the author of the said letter 
shall have been ioTestigated it will be proper for Congress to emunino 
resume the consideration of this part of the subject; but that i&-(he 
mo a a t im e Congress cannot take notice t h we of - by -a ay public ae fc of 
it on the present ocoamon without authentically disclosing facta th^ 
wish to conceal.* 
Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report- 
Ordered, That the further report of the committee be post- 
poned. 
On the application of Mr. [David] Howell, 
Ordered, "Riat he have leave of absence. 
The Committee of the Week [Mr. William Floyd, Mr. Jonathan 
Arnold, Mr. David Ramsay,] beg leave to report, That the memorial 
of lieutenant Verdier of Colond Armand's L^ou requestmg to be 
put in a condition to join his regiment, be referred to the Secy at 
War.* 

llie Committee ConsiBting of its [David] Ramsay, Mr [Abner] Kash 
and M! [Richard] Peters, to whom was referred the Letter of the 
Secretary at War and & Letter from the Adjutant General on the 
Subject of postage of Letters, Report — 

lliat ia conformity to the principle long since estabhshed is-Ae 
poot offlo e d e partm ^ of franking letters to and from the heada of 
departments on public Service this priviledge should be extended 
to th e Adjotont G e Dw riy the Inspector General, and Quartomaster 
General of the Army of the United States, the director of the Hos- 
pitals of the said United States, the phymcian, the Commissary of 

■ Thu paragi^ih, in the writing of Junes Mud won, 1b in the Paptn iff the Omtmmtai 
Congrat, No. 36, I, folio 477. It ww pootponed, u the Indonement statM, ted tai 
December 31 called for by Mr. [David] Howell. 

* Thu leport, in the wridng of Wmiam Floyd, ia in the Papen o/At Continmtal Dm- 
grat. No. 32, folio 415. The indorsement Bhowe that it wm pased on this di^. 
Hie memorial, dated Philadelphia, December 12, 1782, bom litmUauaA B** Vsr- 
dier, lelative to the lo« of tvo honea, is in No. 41, X, fijio 84L 
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prtsoDers, the Judge Advocate and tbe Paymaster General of the 
said Army. — And tliat the like priviledges should be extended to the 
officers of the heads of the like departments, in any separate Army of 
the United Statea. K Congress approve of this they will please to 
order an ordinance to be brought in for that purpose. On the subject 
of restraining franks, your Committee are of opinion that it would 
be inexpedient to t^ away that privUedge from the persons who 
at present enjoy it, or to refuse it to those public officers recited in 
the first part of this Report.* 

Ordered, That a letter of 2d December from the Governor of Con- 
necticut relative to a grant proposed to be made by said State to 
certain Officers and men in Colonel Lamb's re^mect be referred to 
the Superintendent of Finance and Secretary at War to report. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to consider and report 
what further or different provi^on may be made for dischai^ing the 
inta«8t that is or may become due on Loan Office Certificates and 
other liquidated debts of the United States; the Members, Mr. 
[Thomas] Fitzsimmons, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood and Mr, [Daniel] 
CanoIL* 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1783 

A&. [Jonathan] Elmer, a del^ate for New Jersey, attended, 
and toolE his seat. 

Wab Oppioe, December U, 178S. 
Sib, 

The case of Lieutenant Yadeir is one of those which may be pro- 
vided for should Congress think proper to pass the draught of a 
resolve reported by the Secretary at War the 4"' instant.' 

> This lepoit, ia tiie writiiig of Da\dd Bamsajr, ia in the Paptn of &» Continental 
Congrat, No. 6S, III, (olio 366. Tha indonemeot ahowa that it wu read and recom- 
mitted on this day. 

* These two orders were entered only in the journal kept by the Secretary ol Oongresi 
for the Superintendent of Finance; Morrit Papvt; Congreuional ProeeedmgM. 

* Thisreport isin the PapertofOie Contmental Contra*, No. 149, II, folio 203. The 
indanemeut sayn it wm delivered December 13, and that the resolution therain 
refccred to was passed. 
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On a report from the Secretary at War, 

Wab Offioe, DeembtT J^, 178B. 
Sir, 

The reeolvd of Congreea which allows a compenBation to officers 
(iriiofie duty requires them to be on horseback) for horsee kilied or 
wounded in battle, provides that when a horse shall be wounded, he 
must be brought off, and dehvered to the Quarter Master General to 
entitle the officer to a compensation. 

This is often impracticable. There are cases in which horsesmay 
be lost that should equally entitle the officers to compensation, which 
are not provided for in this resolve. To remedy this, and comprehend 
the contingencies of service — ^The propriety of passing the enclosed 
draught into a resolve is submitted to the Consideration of Congress. 

Resolved, That every officer whose duty requires his being 
on horse-back, who ^all have his horse killed or wounded 
and disabled by the enemy, or whose horse shall fall into 
the enemy's hands without his own manifest fault or mis- 
conduct, shall be entitled to receive of the quartermaster 
general or his deputy, the just value of such horse, to be 
appraised on oath, or on the honor of the appraisers, if 
commissioned officers, provided the same does not exceed 
one hundred and twenty dollars; provided also, that if the 
wounded or disabled horse be broi^t off, he shall be ddiv- 
ered to some officer in the quartermaster's department, 
whose certificate shall be necessary to entitle the owner to 
compensation; provided also, that before any compensation 
shall be made for horses lost in manner before-mentioned, 
the necessary facts shall be proved to the satisfaction of the 
quartennaster general or his deputy, to whom application 
shall be made relative to any such losses as have already 
happened, and in future, by the certificate upon honor of at ' 
least one commissioned officer, or the oath of a non-com- 
miissioned officer or soldier not interested therein, counter- 
signed by the commanding officer of tiie army, brigade, corps 
or detachment, to which the claimant did at the time belong, 
unless he be the general commanding where the loss accrued, 
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in which case his own certificate upon honor shall entitle him 
to compensation in manner aforesaid. This resolution to 
have a retrospect to the first day of January, 1779 : this reso- 
lution not to extend to officers who have alreatfy received 
con^>enBation for horses lost since that day.' 

The Secretary at War, to whom was referred so much of a 
petition of Belamy Crawford, as relates to cloathing, rations, 
subsistence and extraordinary expences, while a prisoner at 
Charlestown, having reported thereon: 

Wab Omcs, December 11*^, 178t. 

Sib, 

On the memorial of Bellftmy Crawford referred to me, I beg leave 
to report, and to request the particular attention of Congrees — as he 
hag MideaToured to impresa on their minds a design in me to deprive 
him of certain benefits which, as he expresses it, the goodness of 
Congress intended him. 

By the resolves of Congress of the 15*^ of Uay 1781, when officers 
were appointed to the Hospital in the Southern Department, M' 
Crawford and others then in Charlestown, being omitted in the new 
arrangement, were continued in thdr respective offices as heretofore 
and fflititled to thn same privileges and emoluments as they had 
enjoyed before their captivity; but this indulgence seems to have 
been limited by Congress to the officers while acting in the hospital 
in South Carolina. Snce M' Crawford has been in Philadelphia, tha 
same indulgences have been continued, and he has drawn four 
rations per day, and pay as officers in full service. Eis complaint is 
that in addition to this allowance, he does not enjoy all the emolu- 
ments of officOTs of his rank, who are now in service. Were these 
accorded him it would be granting the complete emolumrats of two 
different resolves, to the latter of which, as a deranged officer, he 
can have no pretensions, and it would be ^ving a doable allowance 
to one officer, which is incompatible with our present system, and 
would give just grounds of complaint to every other officer. 

With respect to his complaint, that he has not been supplied with 
clothing, he stands in this relation on the same ground with all other 
officers. The sum of one hundred and twenty dollars being two 
months pay was advanced him last spring for this purpose. 

"This report and tbe di»ft onwhldL themolutkinijlMtBedaniii tht Poftn of At 
Cmtirunial Ctmgrtu, No. 140, II. foliofl 153, 155. 
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I am directed by Congress to report an allowance for the officraiB 
of the Hospital Department who continued with the sick in Charles- 
town. 

I have written to the Deputy Director Doctor Oliphant, who was 
some time there himself, for information on itaa subject, when I 
receive hia answer I will report to Congress.* 

Ordered, That the said petition, so far as referred to the 
Secretary at War, be dismissed. 

Congress proceeded by ballot to settle the rank of the two 
judges of the court of appeals, elected on the 5, and the 
lots being drawn, the precedence was decided in favor of 
Mr. Head. 

The Committee on the letter from Col. Stewart to the Secretary at 
War, report the following resolution — 

Beat^md, That the Secretary at War have a power of disdiarg^ng 
soldiers from the Army of the United States similar to that givea to 
t-hft Conmiander in Chief.* 

The Committee on the letter of the Secy at War of the SO"* Ocf 
submit the following report. 

Betohed, That it be and hereby is recommended to the several 
States to settle with and satisfy the Officers of thdr respective liasm 
States for the half pay, promised them, in a manner which shall be 
mutually agreed on between the State and such officers. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War make out a return of all the 
Officers to whom half pay is promised, and the States to which they 
respectively belong, and if it shall appear thereupon that the amount of 
half pay for one year shall exceed the due proportion upon the prin- 
ciple of the 8*^ Article of Confederation which such State would be 
required to pay, the amount of such excess shall be credited to such 
State provided they really pay the same, or such part thereof as they 
s^ shall pay. 

Retolved, That every State that shall ^jree settle with and satisfy 
their respective Officers for the half pay promised, shall not be 

I This report ia in tliePapavq/lft« Contmmtal Ctmgnu, No. 149, II, lolioin. 

■ This repeat, Id the wriliiiK of Alexander Hamilton, is in Ui« Papen of Ote ContU 
mntal Congnu, No. 19, V, folio 413. The indoraement ahows that it wu portponed, 
knd the letter ol Colonel Stewvt, of December 11, refeiied to the Secretaiy kt War 
to take OTder. The committee waa [Alezaodei:] Hamilton, [James] Madiaon and 
[Samud] Oagood. 

3T0i'— VOL S8— It C3 
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reeponsible for the half pay that may be due to the 0£&cei8 of any 
other State, except as ia above excepted.' 

MONDAY. DECEMBER xO, 1789 

On motion of Mr. [Bichard] Peters, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] McKean, 

Resolved, That the honorable the executive of the State of 
Delaware be, and hereby axe requested to give the necessary 
directions for providing quarters for the troops of his Most 
Christian Majesty, serving with the aimy of tiie United 
States, now on their m^rch for Wilmington. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, 
Mr. [James] Madison and Mr. [Thomas] Fitzsimmons, to 
whom was referred the letter, of 30 November, from the 
hon*^ William Bradford, Sp^er of the Iowot house of 
Assembly of the State of Rhode Island, containing under 
three heads the reasons of that State for refusing their com- 
pliance with the recommendation of Congress for a duty on 
imports and prize goods, report. 

That they flatter themselves the State, on a reconsidera- 
tion of the objections they have offered, with a candid atten- 
tion to the a^uments which stand in opposition to them, 

' This report, in the writing of Samuel Oflgood, is in tbe Papert of (A« OmtinciUal 
Cangren, No. 27, folio 211. A copy of th« second uid third resolves in subetance, 
in the writing of AbiahAin Clark, is on folio 215, uid on folio 217 is the following, in 
&e writing ol Richard Peten: 

That the Secretary of War be alw diiectedto niakeretumAc.of aUtdScers notbelong- 
ing to any Slate. 

That the United States in Congress assembled so soon as the state of their finances 
will admit will take measures for establishing proper funds for the payment of the half 
pay becoming due to officers itot belonging to any State. 

From the indorsement of the report it appears that it was delivsed December 12; 
read the 13^; Tuesday next assigned for its consideration; December 17, recom- 
mitted and Hr. [Alexander] Hamilton, Mr. [James] Uadison added to the original 
committee. The original committee was: Hr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, 
Ur. [Bichard] Peters. 

On this day, according to the indorsement, wsa read a letter of the same day, from 
the Agent of Marine encloaing an extract of a letter from Captain Barry. It is in No. 
137. II, foUo 99. 
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will be induced to retract their dissent, convinced that the 
measure is supported on the most solid grounds of equal 
justice, poliqr and general utility. The following observa-- 
tioQB, contrasted with each head of the objections succes- 
sively will furnish a satisfactory answer to the whole. 

First Objection, "That the proposed duty would be 
unequal in its op^ation, bearing hardest upon the most com- 
mercial states and so would press peculiarly hard upon that 
State, which draws its chief support from commerce" 

The most common experience joined to the concurrent 
opinionB of the ablest commercial and political observers 
have established beyond controversy this general principle, 
"that every duty on imports is incorporated with the price 
of the commodity, and ultimately paid by the consumer with 
a profit on the duty itself as a compensation to the merchant 
for the advance of his money." 

The merchant considers the duty demanded by the State 
on the imported article in the same light with freight or any 
similar chai^ and adding it to the original cost calculates 
his profit on the a^r^ate sum. It may happen that at 
particular conjunctures where the markets are overstocked 
and there is a competition among the sellers, this may not be 
practicable; but in the general course of trade the demand 
for consumption preponderates and the merchant can with 
ease indemnify himself and even obtain a profit on the ad- 
vance. As a consumer he pays his share of the duty, but 
it is no further a burthen upon him. The consequence of 
the principle laid down is, that eveiy class of the community 
bears its share of the duty in proportion to its consumption, 
which last is r^ulated by the comparative wealth of the 
respective classes in conjimction with their habits of expence 
or frugality. The rich and luxurious pay in proportion to 
their riches and luxury, the poor and parsimonious in pro- 
X>ortion to their pover^ and parsunony. A chief excellence 
of this mode of revenue is that it preserves a just measure to 
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the abilities of iudividuab, promotes frugality and taxes 
extravagance. The same reasoning in our sitiiation applies 
to the interoouTse between two states. If one in^rts and 
t^e other does not, the latter must be supplied by the former. 
The duty being transferred to the price of the commodity is 
no more a chfuge on the importing State for what is con- 
sumed in the other, than it is a chai^ on the merchant for 
' what is consumed by the farmer or artificer. Either State 
will only feel the burthen in a ratio to its consumption, and 
this will be in a ratio to its population and wealth. What 
happens between the dififerent classes of the same community 
internally happens between the two states ; and as the mer- 
chant in the first case so ffir from losing the duty himself has 
a profit on the mon^ he advances for that purpose, so the 
importing State which in the second case is the merchant 
with respect to the other is not only reimbursed by the non- 
importing State but has a like benefit on the duty advanced. 
It is therefore the reverse of a just position that the duty 
proposed will bear hardest on the most commercial states. 
It will, if anjrthing, have a contruy effect, thoi^ not in a 
sufficient d^ree to justify an objection on the part of the 
non-importii^ states. For it is as reasonable they should 
allow an advance on the duty paid as on the first cost, freight 
or any incidental charge. They have also other advantages 
in the measure fully equivalent to thb disadvantage. Over- 
nice and minute calculations in matters of this nature are 
inconsistent with national measures and in the imperfect 
state of human affairs would stagnate all the operations of 
government. Absolute equality is not to be attained: 
To aim at it is pursuing a shadow at the expence of the sub- 
stance and in the event we should find ourselves wider of the 
mark, than if in the first instance we were content to approach 
it with moderation.' 

■ Pram thii point Qm «ntn«i in ihe Journal u« by G«otB« S<nd. 
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Second Objection, "That the recommendation proposes to 
introduce into that and the other states, Officers unknown 
and imaccountable to them, and so is against the constitution 
of the State." 

It is not to be presumed that the constitution of any State 
could mean to d^ne and fix the precise nxunbers and descrip- 
tions of all Officers to be pennitted in the State, excluding 
the creation of any new ones, whatever might be the neces- 
sity derived from that variety of circumstances incident to all 
political institutions. The l^;islature must always have a 
discretionary power of appointing Officers, not expressly 
known to the constitution, and this power will include that 
of authorising the Federal Government to make the appoint- 
ments in cases where the general welfare may require it. 
The denial of this would prove too much; to wit, that the 
power given by the Confederation to Congress to appoint 
all Officers in the Post Office, was ill^al and imconstitu- 
tional. 

The doctrine advanced by Rhode Island would perhaps 
prove also that the Federal Government ought to have the 
appointment of no internal Officers whatever, a position that 
would defeat all the provisions of the Confederation, and 
all the purposes of the Union. The truth is, that no Federal 
constitution can exist without powers, that in their exercise 
affect the internal police of the component membeis. It 
is equ^y true that no government can exist without a right 
to appoint Officers for those purposes which proceed from 
and concenter in itself; and therefore the Confederation has 
expressly declared that Congress shall have authority to 
appoint all such "civil officers as may be necessary for man- 
aging the general affairs of the United States under their 
direction." All that can be required is that the Federal 
government confine its appointments to such as it is empow- 
ered to make by the original act of Union, or by the subse- 
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quent consent of the partiee. Unless there should be express 
words of exclusion in the constitution of a State, there can 
be no reason to doubt that it is within the compass of L^is- 
lative discretion to communicate that authority. 

The propriety of doing it upon the present occasion is 
founded on substantial reasons. 

The measure proposed is a measure of necessity. Repeated 
eq>eriment8 have shewn that the revenue to be raised within 
these states is altogether inadequate to the public wants. The 
deficiency can only be supplied by loans. Our implications 
to the fore^ powers on whose friendship we depend have 
had a success far short of our necessities. The next resource 
is to borrow from individuals. These will neither be actuated 
by generosity nor reasons of state. 'Tis to their interest 
alone we must appeal. To conciliate this, we must not 
only stipulate a proper compensation for what \hey lend, 
but we must give seciirity for the performance. We must 
pledge an ascertained fund, simple and productive in its 
nature, general in its principle, and at the disposal of a single 
will. Tliere can be little confidence in a security under the 
constant revisal of thirteen different deliberatives. It must 
once for all be defined and established on the faith of the 
states solemnly pledged to each other and not revocable by 
any without a breach of the general compact. 

'Tis by such expedients that nations, whose resources are 
understood, whose reputations and governments are erected 
on the foimdation of ages, are enabled to obtain a solid and 
^tensive credit. Would it be reasonable in us to hope for 
more easy terms whoso oaa s teneo - oo n nation is a ppoblom 
fl tiU - to bo solved by - the oword who have so recently as- 
sumed Gxa rank among the nations f Is it not to be expected, 
that individuals wiU be cautious in lending their money to a 
people in our cireunistances, and that they will at least 
require the best secmity we can give! 
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We have an Enemy vigilant, intriguing, well acquainted 
with our defects and embarraasmentfl. We may expect that 
he will make every effort to instil diffidencee into individuals, 
and in the present posture of our internal affairs he will have 
too plausible ground on which to tread. Our necessities 
have obliged us to embrace measures with respect to our 
public credit, calculated to inspire distrust. The prepos- 
sessions on this article must naturally be against us, and it 
is therefore indispensible we should endeavom* to remove 
them by such means as will be the most obvious and striking. 

It was with these views Congress determined on a general 
fund; and the one th^ have recommended must upon a 
thorough examination appear to have fewer inconveniences 
than any other. 

It has been remarked as an essential part of the plan, that 
the fund should depend on a single w^. This will not be 
the case imless the collection as well as the appropriation is 
under the controul of the United States; for it is evident, 
that after the duty is agreed upon it may in a great measure 
be defeated by an iae£Fectual mode of levyii^ it. The 
United States have a common interest in an imiform and 
equally energetic collection; and not only policy but justice 
to all the parts of the Union designates the utility of lod^ng 
the power of yn nV iii g it where the interest is common. With- 
out this it might m reality operate as a very unequal tax. 

Third Objection, "That by granting to Congress a power 
to collect monies from the commerce of these states indefi- 
nitely aa to time and quantity, and for the expenditure of 
which they are not to be accoimtable to the states, tbe^ 
would become independent of their constituents, and so the 
proposed impost is repugnant to the liberty of the United 
States." 

Admitting the principle of fJiis objection to be true, still 
it ought to have no weight in the present case, because there 
is no analogy between the principle and the fact. 
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First, the fund proposed is sufficiently definite as to time, 
because it is only co-extensive with the existence of the 
debt contracted and to be contracted in the course of the war. 
Congress are persuaded that it is as remote from the inten- 
tion of their constituents to perpetuate that debt as to 
extinguish it at once by a faithless neglect of providing the 
means to fulfil the public engagemente. Their ability to 
discharge it in a moderate time can as little be doubted as 
their inclination, and the moment that debt ceases the duty 
80 far as respects the present provision ceases wiUi it. 

Indepondont of othw proyioioM for - diB^ w^ p'°g*fa ^ P * fa ^ ''^o^'*' ^^^ 
f C Toniie from thi s datj in the fataro progi -ea o of oar tn t de will affofd 
> H urplufl b e yond the ft pp f opFi a tien s fo f- iDt e Foo t t which trom tho 

p a y « ff ' th ft pfinoip a l| and by wbiebth e B oppo a itioD - of peFpe te ity - i fl 



The resolution recommending the duty specifies the object 
of it to be the discharge of the principal and interest of the 
debts already contracted or which may be contracted on the 
faith of the United States for supporting the present war. 

Secondly, The rate per cent is fixed, and it is not at the 
option of the United States to encrease it. Though the 
product will vary according to the variations in trade; yet 
as there is this limitation of the rate it cannot be properly 
said to be indefinite as to quantity. 

By the Confederation, Congress have an absolute discre- 
tion in determining the quantum of revenue requisite for the 
national expenditure. When this is done, nothing remains 
for tiie states separately, but the mode of raising. No State 
can dispute the obligation to pay the sum demanded without 
a breach of the Confederation; and when the money comes 
into the treasury the appropriation is the exclusive province 
of the Federal Government. This provision of the Confed- 
eration (without which it would be an empty form) com- 
prehends in it the principle in its fullest latitude which the 
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objection under consideration treats as r^ugnant to tiie 
liberty of the United States; to wit, an indefinite pKjwer of 
prescribing the quantity of money to be raised and of appro- 
priating it when raised. 

If it be said that the states individually having the collec- 
tion in their own hands may refuse a compliance with exorbi- 
tant demands, the Confederation will answer, that this is a 
point of which tbey have no constitutional liberty to judge. 
Such a refusal would be an exertion of power not of right, 
and the same power which could disr^ard a requisition made 
on the authority of the Confederation, mij^t at any time 
arrest the collection of the duty. 

The same kind of responsibility which exists with respect 
to the expenditure of the money fuTnished in the forms 
hitherto practiced, would be equally applicable to the revenue 
from the imports. 

The truth is, the security intended to the general liberty 
in the Confederation consists in the frequent election and 
in the rotation of the members of Congress, by which there 
is a constant and an effectual check upon them. This is the 
security which the people in every State enjoy against the 
usurpations of their internal governments; and it is the true 
som^e of security in a representative republic. The govern- 
ment so constituted ou^t to have the means necessary to 
answer the end of its institution. By weakening its hands 
too much it may be rendered incapable of providing for the 
interior harmony or the estOTior defence of the State. 

The measure in question if not within the lett^, is within 
the spirit of the Confederation. Congress by that are 
empowered to borrow money for the use of the United States, 
and by implication to conc^ the means necessary to accom> 
plish the end. But without insistii^ upon this argument, 
if the Confederation has not made proper provision for the 
exigencies of the states it will be at fdl times the duty of 
Congress to suggest further provisions; and when their pro- 
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poeals are Bubmitted to the unanimous consent of the states, 
they can never be charged with exceeding the bounds of their 
trust. Such a consult is the basis and sanction of the Con- 
federation which expressly in l^e 13th article empowers Con- 
gress to agree to and propose such additional provision. 

The remarks hitherto made have had reference principally 
to the future prosecution of the war. Thjere still remains 
an interesting light in which the subject ou^t to be viewed. 

The United States have already contracted a debt in 
Europe and in this coimtry, for which their f^th is pledged. 
The capital of this debt can only be discharged by d^rees; 
but a fund for tim purpose, and for paying the interest 
annually on eveiy principle of policy and justice ought to be 
provided. The omission will be ihe deepest ingratitude and 
cruelty to a large number of meritorious individu^, who 
in the most critical periods of the war have adventured their 
fortunes in support of our Independence. It would stamp 
the national character with indelible disgrace. 

An annual provision for the purpose will be too precarious. 
If its continuance and application were certain, it would not 
afford complete relief. With many the regular payment of 
interest by occasional grants would suffice; but with many 
more it would not. These want ^e use of the principal 
itself, and they have a ri^t to it: but since it is not in our 
power to pay off the principal, the next expedient is to fimd 
the debt and render the evidences of it n^otiable. 

Besides the advantage to individuals from this arrange- 
m^it, the active stock of the nation would be encreased by 
the whole amount of the domestic debt, and of course the 
abilities of the community to contribute to the public wants. 
The national credit would revive and stand hx^eaOer on a 
secure basis. 

This was another object of the proposed duty. 

If it be conceded Uiat a similar fund is necessary it can 
hardly be disputed that the one recommended is Uie most 



,y Google 



December, 178S 807 

el^ble. It has been already shewn that it affects all pwts 
of the community in proportion to their consumption, and 
has therefore the best pretensions to equality. It is the 
most agreeable tax to the people that can be imposed, because 
it is paid ins«isibly and seems to be volimtary. 

It may perhaps be imagined that it is unfavorable to 
commerce; but the contrary can easily be demonstrated. 
It has been seen that it does not diminish the profit of the 
merchant, and of course can be no diminution of his induce- 
mraits to trade. It is too moderate in its amoimt to dis- 
courage the consumption of imported goods, and cannot on 
that accoimt abridge the extent of importations. If it even 
had this effect it would be an advantage to commerce, by 
lessening the proportion of our imports to our exports and 
inclining the balaiice in favor of this coimtry.^ 

The principal thing to be consulted for the advancement 
of commerce is to promote exports. All impediments to 
these either by way of prohibition or by encreasing the prices 
of native commodities, decreasing by that means their sale 
and consumption at foreign markets, are injurious. Duties 
on exports have this operation. For the same reason taxes 
on possessions and the articles of our own growth or manu* 
f acturo, whether in the form of a land tax, excise or any other, 
are more hurtful to trade than import duties. The tend- 
ency of all such taxes Is to encrease the prices of those 
articles which are the objects of exportation, and to enable 
others to undersell us abroad. The farmer if he pa}rs a 
heavy land tax must endeavour to get more for the products 
of his farm: the mechanic and labourer, if th^ find the 
necessaries of life grow dearer by an excise, must endeavoxir 
to exact higher wages; and these causes will produce an 
encrease of prices witliin and operate agunst foreign com- 



> la tli« original nport, b; mistake, it reada "exports to out Importa." 
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It is not, however, to be inferred that the whole revenue 
ought to be drawn from imports: all extremes are to be 
rejected. The chief thing to be attended to is that the 
weight of the taxes fall not too heavily in the first instance 
upon particular parts of the community. A judicious dis- 
tribution to all kinds of taxable property b a first princ^le 
in taxation. The tendency of these observations is only 
to show that taxes on possessions, on articles of our own 
growth and manufacture, are more prejudicial to trade than 
duties on imports. 

The observations which conclude the lett^ on which these 
remarks are made naturally lead to reflections that deserve 
the serious attention of every member of the Umon. There 
is a happy mean between too much confidence and excessive 
jealousy in which the health and prosperity of a State consist. 
Either extreme is a dangerous vice; the first is a temptation 
to men in power to arrogate more than they have a right 
to — the latter enervates government, prevents system in the 
administration, defeats the most salutary measures, breeds 
confusion in the State and di^usts and discontents among 
the people and may eventually prove as fatal to liberty as 
the opposite temper. 

It is certainly pernicious to leave any government in a 
situation of responsibility disproportioned to its power. 

The conduct of the war is entrusted to Congress, and the 
public expectation turned upon them without any competent 
means at their command to satisfy the important trust. 
After the most full and solemn deliberation imder a coUective 
view of all the public difficulties, they recommend a measure 
which appears to them the cornerstone of the public safety: 
they see this measure suspended for near two years — pax^ 
tiatly complied with by some of the states, rejected by one 
of them and in danger on that account to be frustrated ; the 
public embarrassments every day encreasing, the dissatis- 
faction of the army growing more serious, the other creditors 
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of the public clamorii^ for justice, both irritated by the 
delay of measures for t^eir present relief or future security, 
the hopes of our enemies encouraged to protract the war, 
the zeal of our friends depressed by an appearance of remiss- 
ness and want of exertion on our part. Congress harassed, the 
national character suffering and the national safety at the 
mercy of events. 

This state of things cannot but be estremely painftil to 
Congress and appear to your committee to make it their 
duty to be uigent to obviate the evils with which it is 
pr^nant. 

Remlved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

Yom * Commilit e o ob s ofring bhat the app r eheMion of poypotnity in 
t h e duwrtion of the fond y e ewBmend e d - ha fl- gi 'q at aharo in the oppo 
ait ion - with which it moot s , t a ho th e liberty to pyopo s o tbo following 
Fo fl olutionB aa tondin g efl e o twa lly to nHneye a ll nppf eh e Dai e n -«*- rt» t 

Whereas it is essential to justice and to the preservation 
of public credit, that whenever a nation is obliged by the 
exigencies of public affairs to contract a debt, proper funds 
should be established, not only for paying the annual value 
or interest of the same, but for discharging t^e principal 
within a reasonable period, by which a nation may avoid the 
evils of an excessive accimiulation of debt; therefore, 

Resolved, That whenever the neat produce of any funds 
recoDunended by Congress and granted by the states, for 
funding the debt already contracted, or for procuring future 
loans for the support of the war, shall exceed the sum requi- 
site for paying the interest of the whole amount of the national 
debt, which these states may owe at the termination of the 
present war, the stuplus of such grants shall form a sinking 
fund, to be inviolably appropriated to the payment of the 
principal of the said debt, and shall on no account be diverted 
to any other purpose. 
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[And in order that the several states may have proper 
information of the state of t^dr finances, it is further 

Resolved, That as soon as t^e public debt can be liquidated, 
each State be annually furnished with the amount thereof 
and the interest thereon, and also of the proceeds and dispod- 
tion of Uie funds provided for the redemption thereof.] 

Resolved, That the faith of the United States be pledged 
for Hie observance of the forgoing resolution; and Uiat if 
any State shall think it necessary to make it a condition of 
their grants, tlie same will be a groonto i o to Congrooo con- 
sidered by Ck>ngres8 as consistent with their resolution of 
the 3d of February, 1781.' 

QmcB OP FiNAKCB, 10^ Deeemi^ 178t. 
Sm, 

On the seTenth of January last, Congress were pleased to resolve 
that it be an Instructdon to tJie Superintendant of Finance to prepare 
and report to Congms a Table of Bates at which the different Bpedes 
of foreign coins moat likely to circulate within the United States 
shall be receiTod at the Treasury thereof. In Consequraice of this 
Besolution I took the liberty to recommend the eetablishment of a 
mint which was agreed to. I have take many steps to carry that 
Resolution into effect, and hoped by this time to l^ve laid a satis- 
factory state of it befcwe Congreae. Delays, the Causes of which 
need not be enumerated, hare hitherto procrastinated the matter 
beyond my expectations, but there are many reasons why an imme- 
diate regulation of fordgn coins should now be made. It is not the 
least among them that aU our dollars are rapidly going to the enemy 
in exchange for li|^t gold, which must erentuaily cause a consider- 
able loss, and a scarcity of silver which will be sererdy felt. I take 
the liberty therefore to suggest the following Act. 

Whereas by the Articles of Confederation and perpetual union the 
United States in Congress assembled are vested with the sole and 
exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coin 
Btruck by their own authority or by that of the respective States; 
And whereas the several requisitions on the States and the public 

'Tliia report uin thewritingof Alexander Hamilton, except the part in brackets, 
irtiich ia in tbe writing of Thomaa fltzaimmona. It ia in the Papen qftht Continental 
Congr'**- No. 20, I. folioa 213-229. 

At tliia point Chariea Thomaon reaiunea the entiiea in tlie Journal 
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accoimtfi of tlieee United States are made and kept in dollars ; And 
whereas it is of Importance tliat imldl money be coined by authority 
of the United States some fixed proportion be established between 
the different foreign coins most likely to circulate: Be it therefore 
ordained by the United States in Congrees assembled, and it is 
OTdained by authority of the same that from and after the first day 
of January in the year of our Lord one thousand seTen hundred and 
eighty three, Engliafa silver coin be received at the rate of one Dollar 
and sixteen Ninetieths of a dollar by the ounce, Dutch silver coin at 
the rate of one dollar and fifteen ninetieths by the ounce, French 
Eolver coin at the rate of one dollar and fourteen ninetieths by the 
ounce, Portuguese silver coin at the rate of one dollar and thirteen 
ninetieths by the ounce, English, Spanish and Portuguese gold coin 
at the rate of seventeen dollars by the ounce, and French gold coin 
at the rate of sixteen dollars and sixty dght ninetieths by the ounce. 
I take the Uberty to observe. Sir, that this eetimation of coins is 
founded upon the quantity of alloy which they respectively contain, 
the weight of each particular piece current among us is so indeter^ 
minate that the value by tale cannot be fixed; but whenever the 
rates at which they go as buUion are known a table may be formed 
in each State for the tale according to the customary weights which 
prevul.* 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1783 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Alexand^] Hamilton, 
Mr. [James] Madison and Bfr. [Thomas] FitzBimmons, to 
whom was referred a motion of Mr. [Abraham] dark, report 
as their opinion, that the deputation appointed to go to the 
State of Rhode Island, ou^t to proceed as soon as pc^sible.' 

^TUMtepoi%ia\a(b.ePapent^theContinenlaiCtmgnn, No. 137, II, folio 91. Ooifr- 
mittoe Book No. 186 ahows that it wu refened, on December 16, to Jix. [Thomaa] 
FitEdnuaom Mr. [Svnuel] Osgood and Ur. [Samuel] Wharton, On December 19, 
Osgood wu dropped from the committee and Ur. [John] Rotledge, Mr. [Alexander] 
Hamilton and Ur. [Nathaniel] Oorham added. On April 23, 1763, Hie committee 
ma "djedutiged and the biudnefie referred to a committee of fire on a latter of this 
dxy fnsn the Buperintendent of Finance." A copy of the report is on (olio 96. 

On this day, according to the indoieement, a letter of the nine date, from Oeoiga 
Bond ma read and referred to Ur, [Daniel] Catroll, Ur. [Hugh] Williamson, Mr. 
[Samuel] Wharton. It is in No, 78, IV, folio S61. 

* Thia report, in the writing of Alexaadsr J^unillon, is in the Fapmt of lit Oanti- 
nmtal Cotirtu, No. 36, I, folio 471. 
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Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

On motk w i - of f Doniol] CoiFgoUt s ooondod by Mp. [Dftyid] 



Roao i vody That the B oofofaw p y fog Foreign AS e iro bo dia 
obnrgod fpom tho inotmeti e n- ^ Ton him on tbo 13 inatont ? 

Mt [David] Howel having avowed himself the author of the letter 
TOBpecting foreign loans and other matters as published in the Boston 
Gazette of Novi 10, 1782, mentioned in the report of the Committee 
thereupon. It is the sense of this house that the said letter contains 
a misrepresentation of facts of a tendency injurious to the public 
affairs and a diaclogure of an important foreign tranMiction reqairinif 
iecreey and that therefore the said letter is highly unjustifiable.' 

Ordered, That a letter from the Secretary at War of the 13th De- 
cember, 1782, respecting a Bill drawn by Biigadier Scott bo referred 
to the Superintendant of Finance to take order.* 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER i8. 1783 

Mr. Jfohn] Montgomeiy, a del^ate for Praisylvania, 
attended, and took his seat. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] 
Carroll, Mr. [Hugh] Williamson and Mr. [Samuel] Wharton, 
to whom was referred a letter from G. Bond: 

Resolvedf That the Superintendant of finance take order 
for the payment of four hundred dollars to Geoi^ Bond, 
deputy secretary of Congress, for extra service.* 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [David] 
Ramsay, Mr. [Abner] Nash and Mr. [Richard] Peters, to 
whom was referred a letter of 22 November, from E. Hazard 

* Thia motion, in die writing of Alexandar Hamilton, ia in the Pap«r$ </ (A* 
OmHntntal Can^rtu, No. 36, IV, blio 71. It ii undated. BeejioftUadiatni'Bnotai 
December 17^. 

* This order waa entered onl^ in the journal kept by the Secretary of Congreoa 
lot the Superintendent ot Finance: Manit Papers, Cmgreitional Proceedings. 

* Thia report, in the writing d Daniel OanoU, ia in di« Paptrs qf the Condnmeol 
Oongnu, No. 19, 1, folioSSS. 
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and J. Bryson, relative to an explanation of the resolution 
of Congress of the 12 of December, 1780: 

rnie Committee consisting of Mt Ramsay, M^ Nash, and M^ Peters, 
to whom was committed a lettw from Mt Hazard and Mt Bryson 
relative to an explanation of the Resolution of Congress of the 12*^ of 
December 1780 on the subject of giving a retrospect to the allowance 
to the Surveyora of the Poet Roads, for trarelliiig ezpences, Report, 
That the Spirit of the Resolution, and the justice of the case are in 
favor of the construction contended for by the Head of the Post Office 
Department and therefore they recommend the following Resolution: 

Revived, That the auditors of accounts, in settling the 
accounts of the post-office departmentj hp authorised to give 
the same retrospect to the allowance for travelling expences 
as to the yearly salary of the surveyors of the post-roads.' 

The Secretajy at War, to whom were referred sundry 
charges against S. Hodgdon, late commissary of military 
stores, a petition of Mary Coren and an affidavit of J. Hall, 
respecting the conduct of the said Hodgdon, with orders to 
proceed by court of enquiry or court-martial, against the 
said Hodgdon, in order that he may be acquitted or con- 
demned, according to the law martial, of the chaises exhibited 
against him; having laid before Cor^ress the proceedings 
of a court of enquiry appointed pursuant to the above orders ; 
and the said proceedings and report of the said court being 
read. 
Ordered, That the charges above-mentioned be dismissed.' 
A motion being before the house in the words following: 
[On motion ot Ur. Daniel Carroll, seconded by Mr. David Ram- 
say, Raohed, 

"That the secretary for foreign affairs be dischai^ed from 
the instruction given him on the 12 instant] Mr. [David] 
Howell, a del^ate from the State of Rhode Island, having 

■ This report, in the vridng of Abnei Nuh, ic in the Paptn of lAc Cemtmenbd Con- 
gmt. No. 19, III, folio 79. 

■ The Secretary at Wu'b letter, dated Dec«mbei U, is in the Paptrt ^ &» Omtt- 
iMfUal Congrtn, No. 148, II, folio 207. 

3TW- 
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acknowledged himself the author of t^e extract of t^e letter 
quoted in the report of the committee." ' 

A motion waa made hy Mr. [David] Howell, a ooondod by 
iftpr to p(»tpone the consideration of the motion before the 
houee, to make way for one he read in his place, in the 
words following: 

David Howell, of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island 
and Frovidaice Plantations, now a del^ate in Congress for 
the said State, having inhia place made the following declara- 
tion, viz. 

That he hath, in sundry letters to his constituents, written 
largely on the public affairs, both foreign and domestic, of 
the United States, particularly in a letter of 16 pages, in folio, 
directed to his Excellency William Greene, esq. governor of 
said State, and in another, lees copious, directed to John 
Carter, esq. printer of the Providence Gazzette; from one of 
which, he doubts not, was extracted a certfun paragraph in 
the Providence Gazzette of the 2d day of November last, as 
follows, viz. 

This day letters have been read in Congress from Mr. 
Adams, of the 16 of August ; Mr. Dumas, his secretary, of the 
19. The loan he is negotiating fills as fast as could be ex- 
pected. • • * The national importance of the United 
States is constantly rising in the estimation of Eiu'opean 
powers and the civilized world. * * * Such is their 
credit, that they have of late failed in no application for 
foreign loans, and the danger on that score is that of con- 
tracting too large a debt." ******* desunt 
non nulla ****♦♦ 

1 This modon, ia the vridng of Alenader Huniltm, except tha part In brackate, 
which ia in the writing of Charlea Thomaon, ia in Uie Fapvt t^tkt Omtmcntai Conr 
prew. No. 30, 1, folio 46e. 

The foUowing undated motion, in tha writing of David BanAy, ia on folio 493: 

WhercM Congreoa has received infonaation of the writer of the Extnct ratnred to 
in the reaolution of Therefore 

Rttolvtd, That the Secretary of Foreign Afbin be diKbarged from maldng the 
«iquiiy ordered by that ReaolulioQ. 
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But not haTing copies of eaid letters, he is at present 
unable to Identify the words and sentences: the substance 
he avows to have written not only in said letters, but others 
on sundry occasions: at the same time absolutely proteetii^ 
generally against any power exercised or claimed by Con- 
gress, to call any member of their body to account for any 
information whidi he may think proper to communicate to 
his constituents, (the secrets only of Congress excepted); 
and more especially against any power in the present Con- 
gress to call to account a member of the late Congress. 
Further alleging Emd protesting, that the resolve of the 
day of December instant appointing a committee of Con- 
gress on late publications, is a departure from the dignity 
of Congress, and tends to establish a precedent dar^^erous 
to the freedom of the press, the palladium of liberty, civil 
and religious; fuid that the resolve of the day of 

December instant accepting the report of said committee 
against a certain paragraph in a newspaper, uid demanding 
the writer thereof to be delivered up by the executive of the 
State of Rhode Island, is in effect an infraction of the 5th 
Article of the Confederation, which allows jVee<i(m» cf speech 
and delate in Congress, and of course a free coomiunication 
of such speeches and debates to their constituents, by the 
members of Congress, without being accountable to that 
body for the propriety of what is said, debated or communi- 
cated ; and declaaing that the facts stated in said paragraph, 
respecting foreign loans, are substantially true, and can be 
established by authentic documents in possession of Con- 
gress, there having been no eventual and final failure in any 
late application ; that the opinions advanced were such as he 
entertained and declared on the floor of Congress, when the 
sum of a foreign loan was agitated, as the yeas and nays on 
the journal will manifest, and such as be still retains, and in 
which he is not alone; tliat great injustice may be done to 
the most cautious writer, by publishing a single paragraph 
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only of a letter (of which however he does not in this case 
complain) and still greats by a committee of Congrees 
reporting only a part of such paragraph, and thereby filing 
it on the journals in such a detached and maimed condition, 
of which he does complain, and alleges that such proceedii^ 
threatens the privileges and endangers the characters of mem- 
bers of Congress; that such a mode of inquisition, established 
by authority of Congress, has a tendency to erect a system of 
despotism, by deterrii^ the minority from writing freely to 
their constituents such things as they have a ri^t to know, 
lest their letters should be intercepted, published, and in de- 
tached paragraphs injuriously fixed on the journals of Con- 
gress by an overbearing majority; that it is wdl known that 
in his private opinion he is, has been, and has a right to be, 
against the five per cent impost; his constituents expected 
him to oppose it ; that he has been faithful to them in that 
particular will not be denied. He is happy to find that the 
State he has the honor to represent has unanimously rejected 
that dangerous measure, by a solemn determination of the 
lower house of assembly, on the first day of November last, 
fifty-three members being present. If the part he has taken 
in that regard has drawn on him the resentment of any, he 
will endeavour to sustain it with a fortitude becoming the 
cause of freedom and his countiy, which in every part of his 
conduct he has imiformly supported, and for proof appeals 
to the journals of Congress. His constituents have hitherto 
approved his conduct, and he trusts they will not fail to 
support him. He considers himself as their servant, and to 
them alone he is accoimtable for his doings ; imd under them 
the sarant of the United States, and not the servant of 
Congress. 

The declaration and protest afor^oing, being duly 
considered, 

Resolved, That the resolution of in the words fol- 

lowing, viz. "Resolved, that the Secretary for foreign affairs 



,y Google 



DecenAer, 1782 817 

be instructed to write to the executive of Rhode Island, 
requesting them to enquire through what channel the above 
communication was made, or who is the supposed author of 
the extract referred to, and report accordii^y," be and t^e 
same is hereby revoked.' 

This motion of Mr. [David] Howell, being seconded by Mr. 
[Jonathan] Arnold, and on the question to agree to it, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [David! Howell, 



JVew flompflitre, 






Ddamare, 




Mr. Gilrnan, 


no)'"' 


Mr. McKean 


no} 


White, 


MaryUind, 








Mr. Canon, 


no} 


Mr. Osgood, 


""Ino 
no/ 


Virginia, 




Oorham, 


Mr. Jonce, 


noi 
noj 


Bhcdt lOand, 




Madison, 


Mr. OoUina, 


»y 


NorOt Cantina, 




Arnold, 


ay ay 


Mr. Nash, 


no 


HoweU, 


ay 


Williamson, 


no 


Nm, YorJc, 




Blount, 


no 


Mr. noyd. 


n^}- 


SoMlh Oarolim, 




Hamilton, 


Mr, Kamsay, 


no 


New Jersey, 




Izard, 


no 


Mr. Boudinot, 


»:}- 


Oervais, 


no 


Ckrk, 














Mr. Fitzommons, 


no 








Peters, 


no 


no 






Montgomery, 


no 









So it passed in the n^ative. 

A question was then taken on the motion before the house; 
Whereupon, it was 

Reaolved, That the Secretaiy for foreign aflfairs be dis- 
charged from the instruction given him on the 12th instant 
Mr. [David] Howell, a del^ate from the State of lUiode 
Island, having acknowledged himself the author of the 

' TUs motion, in the writing of JonatiiBn Arnold, iain Qi« Paptn <^ tht Oontmtntal 
Congra*, No. 36, 1, folio 469. The vote is indoned on it. 



,y Google 



818 JoumalB of Congress 

eoctract of the letter quoted in the r^wrt of the committee 
of that day. 

A motion was then made by iSi. [Alexander] Hamilton, 
seconded by Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, in the words following:' 

"Congrees having in respect to the Articles of Confedera- 
tion, admitted on their joumab an entry of a motion made 
by Mr. pDavid] Howell, seconded by Mr. [Jonathan] Arnold, 
highly goflooting -ea derogatory to the honor and dignity of 
the United States in Congress assembled: 

[Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report such 
measures as it will be proper for Congress to take thereupon."]* 

A motion was made by ]&. [Jonathan] Arnold, seconded 
by B&. [David] Howell, to stHke out tiie words "highly 
derogatory to Uie honor and dignity of the United States in 
Congrees assembled : " 

And on the question, shall tiie words moved to be struck 
out, stand f the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Jonathan] Arnold, 



New Hampshire, 
Mir. Gilm&n, 
White, 
MaMochtaeUa, 
Mr. Osgood, 
Gorhun, 
^ode bland, 
&fr. Collins, 
Arnold, 
Howell, 
NeioYork, 
Mr. Floyd, 
Hamilton, 



*yj 



ay) 



ayi 
ay) 



Nea Jeraey, 
Mr. Boudinot, 
aark, 
PenntifJmmia, 
Mr. Fitzsimmoaa, 
Peters, 
Montgomery, 
Ddaware, 

iii. l^sEefttt, 
Maryland, 

Mr. CaiToU, 
Virginia, 
Mr. Jones, 
Madison, 



ay 
•7 

V)' 
ay)' 



' TheentriM in the Jounul for the balance of this day are by Geetge Bond. 

* This motion, in the writing of Daniel Carroll, the part in brackets being in the 
writing of AlezaaderHuulton,u in the Paptfvit^tfUConttnmlaJ Congrtt, No. 3G, I, 
folio 4«7. 
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Mr. Nash, 

Williamaoa, 
Blount, 
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ay 

ay ay 



Sou& OaroHna, 
Mr. R&msay, 
Izard, 
Oervais, 



So it was resolved in the afi&rmative. 

On the question to agree to the motion, resolved in the 
affirmative. 

Members chosen for the foregoing committee, Bfr. [John 
Taylor] Gihnan, Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, and Mr. [James] 
Madison. 

The Committee of tiie week [Mr. Abraham Clark, Mr. John CoIUdb 
and Mr. Nathaniel Gorham] report, 

That Congress having lately determined on a memorial of Keyer 
Schermerhom respecting his claims, that therefcHre his present memo- 
ry on the same subject be dismissed.^ 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER ig, 1781 

Ordered, That the order of the day for electing a Secretary 
for foreign affairs, be postponed till Thursday next. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Abraham] 
Clark, Mr. [Thomas] Fitzsinunons, and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
to whom was referred a letter of 12, from the Secretaiy at 
War, respecting the pay of artificers in Colonel Baldwin's 
regiment: 

That they have examined the several resolutions of Congress 
eetabbshing the pay of Artificers, and find that Col. Baldwin's regi- 
ment was originally raised at twelve dollars per month, but tiiat on 
the 11^ of February, 1778, the pay of Artificers was raised to twraty 
dollars per month, which augmentation it is presumed, was made on 

' This report, in the writing of Abraham Clark, u in the Paptn 0/ lit Coniineniid 
Congntt, No. 41, IX, folio 214, and ie indoned on Scfaermerluini'B memorial. The 
memorial, dated December 18, is on folio 213, and the indoTaameat ahowa that it vaa 
raad the same day and disniaaed. 

On thia day, according to the indoraeonent, was read a letter of November IS from 
Jacob Cuyln', lat« Deputy Commuwary General of Purchaaea, enclocdng a letter, of 
November 8, from laaac TicheDor. It waa teferred to Mr. [Jamee] Madiaon, Ur. 
pUchaid] Feteia, Mi. [John Taylor] Gilman. It ia in No. 78, VI, folio 165. 
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account of the depreciation of the biUs of credit, at that time. That 
on the 12^ of January, 1781, it was resolTsd that the Officers and 
men of the regiment of Artillerj Artificers have the same pay from the 
1" of Angnat 1780 in bills of the new emissiona, as was &zed in the 
bills of the old emissions by the regulation of the Department made 
by Congress on the ll*^ of February 1778. 

That at the time of passing the last resolution Congress might not 
have recollected the reason that induced the augmentation made on 
the said 1 1 *^ of February 1 778, or might at that time have corsidered 
the bills of the new emissions in a depreciated state; in either case 
your Committee can discover no just reason for settling the pay of 
Artificers in specie — equal to the pay affixed in depreciated money, 
upon the whole your Cominittee report as follows: 

Reaolved, That all the artificers, who have not been settled 
with up to the last day of December, 17S1, be settled with 
for pay and depreciation from the first day of August, 1780, 
to ^e last day of December, 1781, at the rate of twelve 
dollars per month, and upon such settlement receive their 
dues in funded certificates.' 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [David] Ramsay, Mr. 
[Abner] Nash, and Mr. [Richard] Peters, to whom was 
re-committed the drau^t of a supplementary ordinance for 
regulating the Post Office, reported another draught, which 
was read a first time, and to-morrow assigned for the second 
reading. 

The Committee consisting of W [David] Ramsay, M' [Abner] Nash 
and lif [Bichard] Peters, to whom were referred sundry papeis 
respecting the Post Office Department — report, 

That in their opinion the privilege of franking letters should be 
extended to all letters on public service to and from the Inspector 
Qeneral, the Adjutant General, the Director of tJie Hospitals, the 
Quartermaster General, the Commissary General of Prisoners, and 
the Paymaster General, and also to and from the heads of the like 
departments in any separate army. 

> TUa report, in the writing of Abraham Clark, ia in tlie Paptn of the ContiTuntal 
CtmgrtM, No. 27, folio 210. Th« Secretary at War'i letter ia in No. 149, II, folio 190 
and the Qnartarmaater Q«&eial'a letter, of Deconbei 6, which he endaaed, ia on 
folio 106. 
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In order to prevent the multiplicity of franks becoming too bnrden- 
Bome to the public your Committee farther recommend that the 
allowance not exceeding twenty per cent on what would be the postage 
of free letters if they were charged be discontinued, and that in lieu 
thereof the public be charged with no farther Commissions on free 
letters, though they contain enclosures, than the officers of the Post 
Office department would be entitled to on the postage of the same 
number of single letters coming the same distance. 

Your Committee further recommead, that that dause of tiie [ordi- 
nance of] IS"* of October last which directs the Postmaster Qeneral 
or his deputies to furnish extraordimu? expresses be repealed. 

If Congress approve of these Sentiments they wiU please to order 
a new ordinance for the above purposes.* 

Ordered, That a Letter of December 12th from the Superintendant 
of Finance for settling the rate of fortdgn coins be referred to Mr. 
[Thomas] Fitzsimmons, Mr. [Samuel] Wharton, Mr. [John] EuUedge, 
Mi*. [Alexander] Hamilton and Mr. [Nathaniel] Gorham. 

That a committee, consisting of &fr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Thomas] 
Fitzsimmons, Mr. [James] Madison, M^. [Samuel] Wharton and Mr. 
[Kathaoiel] Gorham, be appointed to enquire fuUy into the proceed- 
ings of the Office of Finance Aca. See November 2l8t.* 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER ao, 1783 

On the report of the committee [Mr. John Taylor Gil- 
man, Itlr. James Madison and "iSi. Alexander Hamilton], 
appointed to report such measures as it will be proper for 
Congress to take in consequence of the motion made by 
Mr. [David] Howell on the 18 instant: 

' This report, in the wriliiig of David Runny, is in tti« Paptn <tf Ou ContiiMnUd 
Ctrngrtu, No. 69, III, folio 373. According to the indonement, it was read on tlie 
18th, and agreed to on this dajr, and "referred b«ck to the committee to report an 
Ordinance conformable thereto." 

* Tlieae two orden were entered (oly in the Jonmal Wpt by the Secietarr of CtaigreH 
for the Supenntendent of Finance: iforru Paptn, Onvnanonal Proeeadingt. 

On thia day, according to the indoiaement, was read a letter, dated December 10, 
bom George Read, accepting the office of judge of the Court of AppeaU. It la in 
the Paptn of tin Qmtiambd Oongrm, No. 78, ZIX, folio 439. 

According to the indonement the state of the Invalid re^ment was thia day referred 
to Ur. [Alexander] Hamilton, Ur. [Richard] Petere, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll tog^her with 
the letter of October 29 from the Secrettuy at War on the aublecL It la in No. 140, 
II,folioa81K Seeontt, OctobvSa 
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Retolved, That the said motion, with the preceding resolu- 
tioDs of Coi^ress, to which it r^ers, be transmitted by the 
Secretary for foreign affairs to the executive authority of 
the State of Rhode Island, with an authenticated state of the 
several applications for foreign loans, and the result thereof.' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [James] 
Madison, Mr. [Richard] Peters, and Mr. [John Taylor] Oilman, 
to whom were referred letters of Jacob Cuyler and Isaac 
Hchenor, on the subject of suits brought against the said 
Tichenor, for debta contracted by him on accoimt of pro- 
visions furnished the troope in the service of the United 
States: 

That th« case of tl» said Isaac Tldieiior is prcrvided for hy tbe 
resolutions of the 20*^ of Feby: and 19*" of March last pointing out 
a mode of settlement of pubUc accounts and recommending to the 
L^;is1atures of the respective States to pass laws to stay and prevent 
suits being brought by individuals gainst public officers who have 
contracted debts for supplies purchased for the army. The Com- 
mitt^ therefore recommend the following Beeolve, 

Resolved, That copies of the letters of Jacob Cuylw and 
Isaac Tichenor, relative to suits brought against the said 
Tichenor, in New Hampshire, for debts contracted by him 
for supplies purchased for the service of t^e United States, 
be transmitted to and recommended to the attention of the 
said State.* 

Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, and Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, two dele- 
gates for the State of Connecticut, attended, and produced 
credentials, which were read, and by which it appears, that 
on the 2 Thursday of May, 1782, the day appointed by law 
or the choice of del^ates, Samuel Huntington, esq. Oliver 
Ellsworth, esq. Richard Law, esq. Jesse Root, esq. Oliver 
Wolcott, esq. Benjamin Huntington, esq. and Jedediah 

' This nport, in tlie wiitiiig of Jsmea Uadiaon, ia in the Fapen af Oit Continental 
Congra*, No. 20, 1, folio 233. 

* This raport, in the writing of Ridiud PeUn, ii in the Pqpmt cif Ae Omtmoibil 
OoTtgrtM, No. IB, I, fdio S27. 



,y Google 



December, 178X 828 

Strong, esq. were elected del^ates to represent that State 
in the Congress of the United States. 

At a Oenerol Assembly of tiie GoTemor and Company of 
@eal] 1^ State of Coonecticut in America holdea at HarbFord on 
t^ second Thuraday of May Anno Domini 1782. 

This Day being appointed by Law for the Choice of Del^ates to 
represent this State at the Congrees of the United States, Proclama- 
tioii was made, And then the Votes of the Freemen were given into 
the Persons appointed by the Assembly to receive sort and count 
them and dedaie the Names of the Posons l^&lly Chosen to the 
Office aforementioned, which Persons so appointed were Andrew 
Adams Esq' Maj' Bray, M' Beach CoI° Worttungton Col<> St John M' 
Felch Col** Bebee and M' Qore, who were sworn to a faithful di&chaige 
of that Trust. And the Votes of the Freemen being brought in 
sorted and counted, Samuel Huntington Esqi OhTer Elsworth FeqT 
Richard Law Esq? Jesse Eoot EsqT Oliver Wolcott !EsqT Benjamin 
Huntington Esq. & Jedediah Strong Esq. were Elected and publickly 
declared to be Delegates to Represent this State in the Congress of 
the United States according to Law. 

A true Copy of Record 

Examinf 

By Geobob Wtixts SeereP.^ 

The supplementary ordinance for regulating the Post Office 
was read a second time, and Monday next assigned for the 
third reading. 

SATURDAY. DECEMBER ai, 178a 

Mr. [Benjamin] Hawkins, a delegate for the State of North 
Carolina, attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. 
[John] Rutledge and Mr. [John Taylor] Gilman, appointed 
to confer with the Secretary for foreign affturs, on the subject 
of his department, report, That he is willing, if it be the 
desire of Congress, to remain in the said department until 
the oisuing spring, but that it will be necessary for him to 

1 The origiiial is in the Paper* of &e Continental Cemgrut, Coimecticut, CrtdenHaU 
tif DtUgaiti. It wu entered in No. 179, A«D0rd</O«dm(tab, uidnotiit tite JoniiuiL 
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make a short visit to the State of New York in the month of 
January, which the committee think will not probably inter- 
fere with the public business; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the election of a Secretaty for foreign a£fairs 
be postponed until the first Monday in May next; and that 
Mr. Livingston be requested to continue to discharge the 
duties of that department until such election shall be made; 
and that he have leave of absence, for the purpose of making 
a visit to the State of New York.^ 

On the report of the Superintendant of finance, to whom 
was referred a report of a committee, on a letter of the 2d of 
August, from the said Superintendant: 

Resolved, That the conmiissioners for settling accounts 
according to the act of the 20th of February last, do receive 
lottery tickets as vouchers for the prizes which may have 
been drawn to such tickets, and certify the same as debts of 
the United States, at and after the rate of one dollar in specie 
for every forty dollars of such prizes.' 

On the question to agree to the above, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [John Taylor] Oilman, 



NeV! Hampahire, 




New YorTe, 




Mr. Gilman, 


q- 


Mr. Floyd, 


ZVy 


WUto, 


Hamilton, 


XaiiaiMtem, 




NetD Jeney, 




Mr. Gorham, 


no}* 


Mr. Boudinot 


»7 


Rhode Island, 




aark 


•y »y 


Mr. Collins, 


»y}* 


Elmer 


«y 


Omiteclieiit, 




Pennayloania 




Mr. Ellaworth, 




Mr. Fltzsumnons, 


•71 


Wolcott, 


Montgomery, 


•.r]" 



' This report, in tiie writing of Jnmea Madjaon, is in th« Papers oj (Ae Cbnttrwntal 
OmigTtu, No. 25, 11, folb 167. 

This resolution uid tha preamble were also entered in tlis manuBcript Secret Journal, 
Foreign AfTaiia. 

■This report ia in the Popera<{^tA« Cowxnenial Congnu, No. 137, II, folio 6S. 
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Nwth OmKm, 




Mr. McKoan, 


Zh 


Mr. Hiwldns, 


•y 


Wtarton, 


Williamson, 


ay ay 






Blount, 


»y 


Mr. CiuToU, 


•y)* 


Sou& Carolina, 




Virgima, 




Mr. Sutledge, 


»y 


Mr. Jones, 


ZVr 


Bamsay, 


*yL, 


Madison, 


Iiard, 


ay 'y 






Qerrais, 


ay 



So it was resolved in the afl&nnative. 

The Conunittee of the Week [Mr. Abraham Clark, Mr. John Col- 
lins and Mr. Nathaniel Gorham] report: 

That as the petitioner's husband is, as set forth, on the public 
service, he fdll be settled with and paid in conunon with othets in 
sinular service, on which account no particular attention can be 
pud the petition that wiil afford tiie relief prayed for, and there- 
fore the same be dismissed.* 



UOHDAY, DECEMBER 33, 1783 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. 
[Alexander] Hamilton, and Mr. ¥^ga^&&ss [Thomas] 
McKean, to whom were referred a letter from Major General 
Greene, of the 28 October last, and sundry papers accom- 
panying the same, having made the foUowii^ report:' 

Tliat it appears from the papers referred, that the executive 
authority of the State of South Carolina, had claimed in 
behalf of the original owners, citizens of the said State, 
simdry horses re-captm%d on land, from the enemy, by a 
detachment of the forces of the United States, on the general 
principle "that original owners are entitled to restitution 

' TUa leport, in the writing of Abtmh&m Cluk, la in the Pap«n of the ConHntnUU 
Congnu, No. 42, III, folio 24B, indoned on th« petition o( Elisabeth Green. The 
petition, folio 246, ie nndatad, bnt the indonementahowi that It waa considered and 
dimuMed on t.hi« day. 

* Greene's letter is in the Paper* 0/ (Ac ConHnmial Congrtu, No. 165, II, folio 662. 
It ma referred, the indonement Myn, on December 10, on which day it was read, to 
Us. [Jamea] Uadiaon, Hr. [Alexander] Hamilton, Ur. [John] RutUdga. 
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of all re-captuied property;" that a council of war, to ^^ch 
ihe said claim was referred by Major General Greene, had 
decided againat its validity, and that he has finally submitted 
tiie case to Congress. 

On this subject the committee beg leave to observe, that 
by the 9 of the Articles of Confederation, the United 
States in Congress assembled, are invested with the sole and 
exclusive right and power inter alia, of "establishing rules 
for deciding in all cases what captures on land or water shall 
be l^al, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval 
forces in the service of the United States, shall be divided 
or appropriated," which power, as it involves that of deciding 
on the right of the enemy to the property captured, neces- 
sarily extends to cases of re-capture: 

That with respect to captures and re-captures on water, 
gener^ provision hat^ been made by several ordinances and 
acts of Congress: 

That with respect to captures on land, partial provision 
only hath been made; and for cases of re-capture on land, 
no provision at all, it having been left to the discretion of the 
military commanders to conform, in the cases omitted, to 
t^e general rules of justice and the customs of war, as ob- 
served by civilized nations: 

That the particular case in question, having been decided 
in the mode practised in the army in like insttmces, cannot 
with propriety be re-judged by Congress, to whom is dele- 
gated in cases of capture, a l^pslative only, and not a 
judiciaiy authority; 

That nevertheless, since it is both the duty and disposition 
of Congress, to render the arms of the United States as sub- 
servirait as possible to the just interests of individuals, as 
well as to the general defence; and since restitution has been 
ordained to the original owners, in cases of re-capture on 
water of property previously captm«d by the enemy on land, 
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the committee are of opinion, that it is expedient to remit 
in favor of the original owners, the property re^iaptured 
by Colonel Kosciuszko, and retained foi the use of the United 
States. 

Upon this view of the subject, the committee propose the 
following resolutions: 

1. Iliat Congress approve of the steps taken by Bfajor 
General Greene, in the case of the property re-captured on 
land by Colonel Kosciuszko, and claimed in behalf of the 
original owners, by the executive authority of the State of 
South Carolina, as stated in his letter of the 28 of October last : 

2. That so much of the property re-captured as aforesaid, 
and accruing to the use of the United States, as shall be 
satisfactorily proven to have been capttu^d from the 
inhabitants of the United States, be remitted to the original 
proprietors, excepting only so much, or the value thereof, 
not exceedmg one fourth of the whole value, as the said 
Major General Greene may have promised, or may be deraned 
by him a proper compensation to the re-captors: 

3. That leave be given to the committee to report an 
ordinance declaring in all cases what captiu^s on land shall 
be l^al, and in what manner the same shall be divided or 
appropriated. 

Thftt nnt i il § noh gon e w ii l proyiai a n s hall b ^ mftd c ) a ll pi -e p art y T d aw t 
yiotuftl a imd pfOTondoF a f all hind a being e a a eptedj whi e h a b ril-ba 
rooBp t owid OB l a nd fFom the m e my - by foFoe a in th e ae yrie a of th e 
Ui Stotc B a nd which - a h a ll b e natiofa et opily pp o r e n t o faaye b e wi ' pF e- 
vion a ly o a ptared ftwm a ny indiyid a ri S tat e o> without eollnnion enp 
taped OF plmdwod fpom - Qiiy iohabit a nfrof t h e- Uni te d 
Btntc a whiA -a h a ll b e opeaifieally F e ntoFod to s uob 
Bt a te ' OF 't o- a aeb - inh a bit a nt) e a fch e i F- paying-theFefoF ga oh g n a-Bet 
CT4MMW<*"g 1 0* <t «> » * lw *i ) M wy hnwTi h w> " p— mi iif tfl >>y »>"> fV)"* ' 

m t Tiiing; ft fflnr r n f th n rt i nm i li iii i il tiii lil m iiiiiinilniii j in iin mitj lit 
dee m e d by him a pFo; >e F e ompon a atiwrii a- th e in i pFO¥id e d alw a y s t ha t 
^ riiOFo a lw e o ahftll be no r e e aptoFod F c otitation ah a ll b e mad e w ithen t 
rl i itn a nd nf r mnh rrrm 1 f~i — th n r 'iginnl inrn ri fti i mj r ~r rTi ifi f i t iia t thi n 
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W B olu t ioa B ball ao t b e 

fpom rt» ' «i 6 my by d M» y te F B i * 

The question being taken on the fint resolution, resolved 
in the affirmative. 

When the second was under consideration, a motion was 
made by Mr. [John] Rutledge, seconded by i/ii. [John Lewis] 
Gervais, to strike out the words "and accruing to the use of 
the United States:" 

And on the question, shall those words stand Y the yeas and 
nays being required by by Mr. [John Lewis] Gervus, 



New Bampahin 




Ddotoore, 




Mr. Oilman, 


%Vr 


Ur. McKean, 


•y 


White, 


Wbarton, 


«y 


Rhode hUnd, 




Morarmi, 




Mr. Collins, 


■y 


Ur.CiiroU, 


«y 


Arnold, 


no no 


Virginia, 




Howell, 


no 


Mr. Jonee, 


«y 


CrnneeHeui, 




Miul»>ii, 


«y 


Mr. Ellsworth, 


%V^ 


Nortk Carolina, 




Wolcott, 


Mr. Hawkim, 


no 


Ne*D York, 




WffliuMon, 


•y 


Mr. Floyd, 


:;}■"- 


BlouDt, 


•y 


Hamilton, 


Sooft Carolina, 




I}eu) Jersey, 




Mr. Butledgg, 


no 


Mr. Boudinot, 


*y 


Ramsay, 


no 


Clark, 


«y »y 


Iiard, 


no 


Elmer, 


»y 


Oerrais, 


no 


Pemuyhania, 








Mr. Fitzsimmons, 


ay 






Peters, 


•7 ay 






Montgomery, 


»y 







> 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The Committee consisting &c. to whom was referred the motion 
of "iSx. [Richard] Peters with reepect to keeping the information 
recdved by a nd th e p a rto of t he Congress or the proceedings of Con- 

' Thii nport, in Uie writiitg of Jamei Mftdiaon, ii in the Pajttn e§ Qa Oontmntal 
OxvnH, No. 1», II, foBo 4S7^ 
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gnsB secret bo far as the same may be ppopef « f directed by Co «- 
gr tm sabmit the followmg report. 

That it has heretofore been thought expedient by a former Con- 
gress that each member aa taking his seat should subscribe a writton 
Declaration binding him in the most solemn manner to keep the 
secrets committed to bim as a Member of Congress, and your Com- 
mittee are of opinion that a similar practice is at least as necessary 
at this time as in any former period. They therefore propose the 
following aa a droft of a declaration to be signed by each Membo- of 
the United States in Congress assembled at present acting therein 
and by all persons who shall hereafter take their seats as such. 

Z, A. B., do most solemnly pledge my faith and sacred honour, 
that I win on no account whatsoever divulge in the whole or in part 
any information received by Congress or any of their proceedings 
specially directed by the majority of the United States in Congress 
assembled to be kept secret, or which ^all be by them declared to 
be in their nature secret, without previously obtaining the leave of 
CongreBS for that Purpose either by a general or special ardtsr; and 
that I will hold any person who shall violate this declaration as 
unworthy the society of men of honour and probity and of course an 
improper and faithless member of ^e a Body whose political e^ 
B eqnone e influence and weight of character so much depends on the 
individual reputation of its munbers — and I do hold myself bound 
by this declaration as well while I shaQ remain a member of that 
body as after I shaQ become a private citizen. 

Ordered, That all matters specially directed to be kept secret shaD 
be noted particularly in the journals by the Secretary, that no mis- 
takes may arise on the subject. 

That all informations from or communications to the. ministers of 
these States in foreign Parts and all Plans Designs or Information 
respecting intended military expeditions shall be in their nature 
deemed secret and not to he communicated without the special 
^cense of Congress.^ 

' Thia report, in the writiiig ol Richard Fetera, ia in the Papen (/ lft< CbnitMnfoI 
Ccmgrtm, No. 23, folio 47. According to Committee Book No. 186, a committee, 
connsdng ot Ur. [RicbudJ Peten, Ur. [Hugh] MUiimBon ind Mr. [John Tkylor] Qil~ 
nun, ma appointed, December 23, "to report the nilea heretofore obnrved by Con- 
greas with respect to keeping secret the infonntttioii received by them or any part of 
thdr proceedings, and to report any further regulationa which may be neceaaary to 
adopt on that subject." It do«s not appear when the report was presented. 

On this day, according to the iodonement, a letter was read from General Waah- 
ington, dated Head Qaarters December 16, relative to Qtiptun AigilL It is in No. ISe, 
XI. folio 41. 

370t*— TM 3S- 



,y Google 



880 JovnuJUc^ Congrem 

TUESDAY, DBCBMBBK 34. 1783 

CongresB reeumed the consideration of the reeolution under 
debate yesterday; and on the question to agree thereto, 
resolved in the affiimatiTe. 

A question being taken on the third resolution, resolved 
in the a£Szinative. 

The supplementary ordinance for r^ulating the Post Office 
was read a third time, and passed as follows: 

AV CSKHANOS lOB AHZNDINa AH OBDINANOB FOB KBOULATIHG THK 

posrr onici or ths uhuxd states of aiiebica: 

Whereu it hath been nspreseoted to Congren, since paasing the ordi- 
nance for regulating the Poet Office of the United States of America, 
tliat sundry alterations therein, and additions Uiereto, are neceesaiy: 

Be it ordained t^ the United States in Congress assembled, and it 
IS hereby orduned by authority of the same, titiat the privilege of 
franldng letters be, and the same is hereby, extended to the inspector 
general, the adjutant general, tiie jodg e ob¥oc atc the director of the 
hospitals, the quartermaster general, the commiasaiy of prisoneia, 
and t^ paTmaster general of the army of the United States; and that 
the same privilege be, and the same is hereby, extended to the officers 
at the heads of the like departments in any separate army a nd to th e 
^wiinTtiinmiy . nf inajin ^ pFMmto. m; all letters to and from whom, on 
public business, shall pass free of postage; and in order to prevent 
the multiplidty of franks becoming too burthenaome to the public, 

Be it ordained, and it is hereby ordained by the authority afore- 
said, that the allowance, not exceeding twenty per cent, on what 
would be the postage of free letters if they were charged, be diacon- 
tdnued, and that the public be charged with no farther commissions 
on free letters, though they contain enclosure, than the officers of the 
Post Office would be entitled to on the postage of the same number 
of mn^ letteis coming the same distance: 

And be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the clause in 
the ordinance of the 18th of October last, whidi directs the Post- 
master General and his deputies to furnish extraordinaiy expresses 
be, and the same is hereby repealed. Done, &c.* 

'Thiiordinaoce, iatheirrituig(ifRichaKlFetatB,iBinthePapcr«o/lA< Conline»lal 
Oongnm, No. 69, III, folio 363. 
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Resolved, That the quartermaster general furnish all 
eoEtxaordinaiy expresses when the service requires them, 
any ordinance or resolution of Congress to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

On motion of Mr. [John] RuUedge, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Fitzsimmons, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to con- 
tinue the southern post to Savannah, in Georgia; and that 
the Superintendant of finance furnish the money necessary 
for that purpose.' 

Congress having received information that the State of 
Viiginia has repealed its law agreeing to the duty on Imports 
and prizes: 

Resolved, That the deputation to Rhode Island be for the 
present suspended; and that a committee be appointed to 
report such further measures as it may be proper for Congress 
to take upon the subject at large.' 

The Gr&nd Ckumnittee to whom were referred a letter from the 
Le^lature of MassachuBetts Bay of Oct'. 21, and a motion of Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood, submit the following reeolves, viz. 

Resolved, That Individaak ia each State who are poeseesed of 
Continental paper money be entitled to receive from the Conmi'. 
who is or shall be appointed to settle the accts. of the Several States 
and of indiTidaals therein against the U. States a Specie certificate 
for all such simis of the said money, as they shall respectively pay 
into the hands of such Commiaaioner, at the rate of one silver dollar 

for every tewti^ continental dollars. The certificates to bear 

interest of 6 per cent from the date and be provided for, as other 
public debts are; but that no money shall be reed, or certificates 
granted by the said Commissioner after the last day of Dec. 1783. 

Resolved, That the States which have not sunk the proportions 
assigned to them of the Continental money be chained with the 
> This motion, in tha writing of John RuUedge, ia in the Paptn of the Conlintttbd 
Omgrtu No. SS, I, folio 473. 

* According to OommittM Book No. ISe, Papen of Ihe ContiimUal CongrtM, the 
oommittoe connned of Mr. lAiezkndei] Eunilton, Mi. [ThomH> Fitinnimona, and 
lb. tTamw] Madiaon. 
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deficiency or the amount of wbai, thej have not aonk at the rata 
iforesaid.* 

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 37, 1783 

Mr. [Silas] Gondict, a delegate for New Jersey, attended 
and took hie seat. 

On a report from the Secretary for foreign affaits, to 
^om were referred sundiy letters from Dr. Franklin and 
Mr. J. Adams: 

Reived, That Dr. Fnmklin be informed tiiat the allow- 
ance he has heretofore made and now makes to Mr. William 
Temple Franklin, acting in the character of his secretaiy, 
meete the approbation of Congress : and that his future allow- 
ance be tiiree himdred louis d'ors per annum, until t&e farth^ 
order of Congress. 

Retolv&i, That Mr. Adams be informed that Congress 
agree to the purchase he has made of a house at the Hague, 
on account of the United States, and direct him to take 
measures for transferring to them the title thereof. That 
on his furnishing an account of the balance still due on such 
piuvhase, the Superintendent of finance take order for the 
payment thereof.' 

[Motion of Mr. David Howell.] 

Raohed, That the Secretary for Foreign Affairs be directed to 
transmit to the Executive of the State of Rhode Island copies of the 
following extracts of letters from the Minister at the Court of Ver- 
seilles, viz. From a letter dated Passy Sept 3, 1782. "It affords 
me much satisf&ction to find the conduct of Congress approved by 
all that hear and speak of it, and to see all Uie marks of a constantly 
growiiog regard for us and confidence in us among those in whom 

' This report, in the writing of John Rulledge, is in th« Papen 0/ d< CbntuwrUal 
Oongrtit, No. 20, 1, folio 141. According to Uie iadotsement it wu read December 24, 
1782, Tueaday next MUgned for the coiuidention, and on December 31 poetponed. 
It ia in the list of poetponed reporta in No. 31, folio 371*. 

■ These TOwluUtnu were alao entered in the mutuacript Secret JouisaI, Foreign 
Affoia, and in Secret Journal No. 4. 
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such sentimenia are moat to be desired," and frcna anotber dated 
P8887 Augt 12, 1782 "All ranks of tlus aatioa appear to be in good 
humour with us and our reputation risee throughout Europe."* 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 30, 17B3 

^s Excellency the Presideat having informed Gox^ress 
that the honorable T. Jefferson was arrived in town: 

Ordered, That Mr. Jefferson have access to the several 
offices of Coi^ress, in order that he may gain a knowledge of 
the affairs of the United States^ and prepare himself for tiie 
execution of the trust reposed in him.* 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Alexander] Hamilton, 
Mr. [Abraham] Clark, and Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, to whom was 
refened a letter of the 5th, from Major General the Baron de 
Steuben, having conferred with him thereupon, submit to the 
consideration of Congress the following facte, resulting from 
the communications made to them, supported by tixe testi- 
monials of the Comnuinder in Chief and many other principal 
officers of the army: 

1st. That the Baron de Steuben was in Europe possessed 
of respectable militaiy rank, and different poste of honor and 
emolument, which he relinquished to come to America and 
offer his services at a critical period of the war, and without 
any previous stipulations: 

2dly. That on his arrival he actually engaged in the army 
in a veiy disinterested manner, and without compensations 
similar to those which had been made to several other foreign 
officers: 

3dly. That under sii^ular difficulties and embarrassments 
in the department in which he has been employed, he has 
rendered very important and substantial services, by intro- 
ducing into the army a regular formation and exact dis- 

* This nuAioo, in the writing ol Dftvid Howell, ia in the Paper* of Ae Continental 
Conyrtn, Ko. 36, 1, folio 475. The indoraement showB that it wm pieaanted this dfty. 

* This neolatiaD wu bIk eotered in the nunuecript Secret Journal, Foreign Afhin. 
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cipline, and by eetablishing a spirit of order and economy in 
the interior administration of the r^imente ; which, besides 
other advantages, have been productive of immense savings 
to the United States; that in the conunands in which he has 
been employed, he has upon all occasions conducted himself 
like a brave and experienced officer: the committee are there- 
fore of opinion, that the sacrifices and services of the Baron 
de Steuben, justly entitle him to tiie distinguished notice of 
Congress, and to a generous compensation, whenever the 
situation of public affairs will admit : the committee farther 
report, that the Baron de Steuben has considerable arrear- 
ages of pay due to him from these states on a liquidated 
account, and that having exhausted bis resources in past 
expences, it is now indispensable that a stmi of money should 
be paid him for his present support, and to enable him to take 
the field another campaign, and propose that the sum of 
two thousand four hundred dollars be pud to him for that 
purpose, and cfaaiged to his account aforesaid ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the foregoing proposal of the committee be 
referred to the Superintendant of finance to take order. 

The committee farther observing, that from the nature of 
the department in which the Baron de Steuben is employed, 
he is under the necessity of making frequent joumies, by 
which he incurs an additional expence, and is often derived 
of the allowance of forage to which be is entitled ; thereupon, 

Resolved, That the Baron de Steuben be allowed three 
hundred dollars per month, in lieu of his extra pay and of sub- 
sistance and forage for himself and family, including wa^on 
as well as saddle horses; and that these allowances hereafter 
cease.' 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [ThomBs] 
Fitzsimmons, Mr. [James] Madison, and Mr. [John] Rutledge, 
to whom were referred a letter of October 9, from Major 

■ Thia iep<«t, in the writing of Alexander HftmilUm, u im the Papen of tib Cbnfi- 
noital Congrtu, No. 19, V, lolio 62S. Steuben's ■tklemeot ot hia <^mliiu it ob foUoa 
667-M4. 
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General Greene, and one of the 5, from Brigadier General 
Wayne, with sundiy papers ^icloBed: 

The Committee to i^om was referred the letter of Uajor Genwal 
Greene of the 94 October vith one of the 64 from General Wayne 
and its enclosnree, Report, 

lliat it appears to your Committee that on the 04 day of August 
last an agreement was entered into by Brigadier Genonl Wayne on 
the part of the United States, and sundry Merchants subjects of the 
Crown of Great Britain then residing in Savannah, by which it was 
stipulated that the said Merchants should be permitted to remain 
in Safety after the eTacuation of that post by the British forces — and 
to dispose of their goods and effects to the bihabitants of the United 
States and should hare permisaioa to e::^K>rt any produce of the State 
of Geor^ (to the amount of the goods which they should so dispose 
of) to the nearest British poet without let or molestation. 

And it appearing to this Committee that the agreement aforesaid 
was entered into by the advice or concurrence of the Executive of the 
State and upon similar principles, with that entered into by the Com? 
in Chief at Yorktown, and that in consequence thereof a number of 
Merchants has remuned with their propwty in full confidence that 
the agreement on the part of the United States will be faithfully 
executed, we cannot but declare it to be our opinion that the agree- 
ment or Convention so entered into should be ratified and confirmed. 

If Congress are of that opinion they wiU be pleased to Resolve, that 

Whereas Brigadier General Wayne, conunanding a detach- 
m«it of the army of the United States, did, as appears by his 
proclamation of the 9th day of August last, with the advice 
and approbation of the governor and executive of the State 
of Geo^ia, enter into certain articles of agreement with sun- 
diy merchants, subjects of the Crown of Great Britain, then 
residing in Savannah, whereby it was provided that the said 
merchants should be permitted to remain unmolested with 
their effects, and to dispose thereof to the citizens of the 
United States, and after having so disposed of them, to 
export produce of the Stato of Geoi^, to the amount of the 
goods so disposed of, to the next British post. 

And Congress judging it proper to preserve inviolate the faith of 
her officers do therefture resolve. 
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Resolved, That the oonventioa or agreement entered into 
between Bi^adier Gen«^ Wayne and Bundiy inhabitants 
of the town of Savannah, subjects of the Crown of Great 
Britain, respecting the safety of their persons and property, 
and the exportation of produce of the State of Georgia, to 
the amount of the goods which they have or may dispose of 
to the citizens of the United States, to the nearest British 
post, be, and is hereby ratified ; and that all commanders of 
armed vessels, in the service of the United States, or belong- 
ii^ to any of the inhabitants thereof, do pay due r^ard to 
the passports which have or shall be given by the governor 
of the State of Geoi^ for the purposes aforesaid.* 

Camp, December £t, 178£. 
Sir, 

I omitted to report on the motion reepecting the appointments of 
Brigadiers, before I left Philadelphia, as I expected soon to see I£s 
Excellaicy General Washington, and know from him the number 
which vould be necessary. 

I find that two will be requisite to command the two brigades in 
the Massachusetts line, to which there are no brigadiers, and one to 
ootnmand the Jersey line. 

Should Congress think proper to promote Brigadier General Clinton, 
for which event he is now waiting, and declines taking command of 
his brigade, as he supposes himself superceeded, an appointment icx 
the New York Line will be necessary also. 

By the late regulation of the d^artment of Adjutant General, all 
appointments cease on the first day of January next. I hope Con- 
gress will immediately fill the office of Adjutant General. I am 
happy to inform them that General Hand, if reappointed, wiU con- 
tinue in office.* 

' This reprai, in thewtitingof Tbomis Fitisiiiuiioiia, is mthe /'(ip«rtq^tA< CtmlA- 
ntiOtd Cangrai, Ho. 19, II, foUo 493. A copy is on folio 497*. Greena'a letter ia in 
No. 155, II, folio 637 vaA Wftrne'a on folio 641. 

* This report, from the Secretuy of War, is in t^e Paptn iff the Continental Con- 
greu, No. 149, II, folio 209. According to the indonement, it was read on this day, 
and referred to Mr. [Thomas] Fitsnimnons, Mr. [James] Madiaon a&il Mr. [Alexander] 
Hamilton. 

A letter from tlie Secretary at War, dated Head Quartera, 24 December, relative 
to the new arrangement ol the army and enclosing a letter from the Commander in 
Chiel on the same subject, was reed on this day and leferred b> the above committee. 
The Secretary's letter is on folio 217, and the enclosure on folio 213. 
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TUESDAY. DECEMBER 31. 178a 

Mr. [David] Howell, a delegate for Rhode Island, having 
d oaijod requested that the letters of 8 April and 12 of August 
last, from Dr. Franklin to the Superintendant of finance, 
which were read in Congress the 27 instant, be sent for; and 
the same being laid before Congress and read : 

Motion of Ur pavid] Howell, 

To take such extracts except what was written in cypher and make 
such use of them as he thinks proper — withdrawn. 

Ordered, That the Superintendant of finance lay b^ore 
Cot^ress such extracts from Dr. Franklin's letters of 8 April 
and 12 August last, as Mr. Howell shall point out to him.^ 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. [Thomas] 
Fitzsimmons, Mr. [James] Madison and Mr. [Alexander] Ham- 
ilton, to whom were referred letters of the 22 and 24 from 
the Secretary at War: 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the 7th of August last, 
so far as rdates to the lines of New Hampshire, Rhode Island 
and New Jersey ettct PonDflylvo i mo, be suspended till the first 
day of March next: [and also, as to the Pensylvania line, 
80 far aa to retain in service only the officers necessary to the 
oompleating of three regiments.^ 

Thfl Comnuttee to whom was referred the letter from the Secretary 
at War of the 22"* instant, report, 

That it will be adriaable to promote Major Genoml Lin e ola B. 
General Clinton to the rank of Major General and to continue Briga- 
dier General Hand in the office of Adjutant C^eral.* 

Resolved, That Brigadier General Hand be, and he is 
hereby continued in the office of adjutant general. 

' Tliu motioD, tbe first pangnph in tlie writing of CbuleB llioiiiKm, and Hw Aocond 
inUt&tof EUasBoudinot, igin tbe Paperto/Ae Cemtintntal Congrtu, No. 36, 1, folio 460. 

*This report, in the writing of AlexuuieT Hamilton, except the put in bncketa, 
wliich ia in that of Eliaa Boudinot, is in the Paptn of Urn Omttncntot CSm^iVM, No. 27, 
folio 223. 

■ This i«pc»t, in the writing of Alexwider Hamilton, ia in llie Paper* y (As Oontu 
nenial Congrut, No. 19, III, folio 23. The Indonement abowi that Uw part about 
CUntoa waa terommitted. 
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On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. 
[James] Madison, Mr. [John] Rutledge, Mr. [Abraham] 
Clark, Mr. [AlracsJider] Hamilton and Mr. [Samuel] 
O^ood, to whom was referred a letter of 14 October last 
from tlie minister plenipotentiary at the CoUrt of 
Versailles, 

Resolved, That the ministers plenipotentiary for 
n^otiating a peace be instructed in any comm^cifJ 
stipulations with Great Britain, which may be compre- 
hended in a treaty of peace, to endeavour to obtain for 
the citizens and inhabitants of the United States a direct 
commratw to all parts of the British dominions and 
possessions, in like manner as all parts of the United 
States may be opened to a direct commerce of British 
subjects, or at least that such direct comm»ce be 
extended to ail parts of the British dominions and pos- 
sessions m Europe and the West Indies, and the said 
ministers are informed that this stipulation will be par- 
ticularly expected by Congress, in case the citizens and 
subjects of each party are to be admitted to an equality 
in matters of commerce with natives of the other party.' 
Ofbioe op Fenancb S* Dtif. 178t 
Sm, 

CoQgreea on the twentieth of last month were pleased to order that 
I should report what progress has been made in t^ settlement of the 
public accomits pursoant to the reeolntions of the twentieth and twen- 
tf-serenth of February last and what causes impede the execution of 
die Plan. In Consequence of this order I am to report, 

That I have sedulously eadeavoured to obtain proper persons as Com- 
missioners. That I early applied to a Gentleman in this City to undei^ 
take the settlement of the Marine Accounts. That this Gentleman (in 
' This report, in the writiiig of Jftmes UkdiBon, is in the Papen 0/ tht Coniinentai 
Confrat, No. 26, II, folio 171; it tu entered only in the numuBcript Secret lounul. 
Foreign ASun, uid in Secret Journal No. 4. A copy is in Secret Journal No. 6, 
Vol. III. 

Fraaklin'a letter, of October 14, is printed in the Dipbmatie Corrttpondtnee 0/ fiW 
Amtriam Rnottition, (Wharton) V, 811. 
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evtTj respect competent) declined only from the Deficiency of t^ 
Salaiy. That under the act of the twentj-eeventh of February four 
Commissioneis out of five are (q>pointed, the Marine Accounts bcdng 
alone unprovided for. That under the act of the twentieth of February 
I have recommended Persone as Commissioners to the States of New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvama, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. That those of Con- 
necticut, lilew Jersey, Maryland, and Vi^;inia are approved of. That 
I do not yet know whether those named to the other Stat«e are ox are 
not approved of. That altho no Persons have yet offered for the three 
Southern States I am in hopes that the prospect of approaching 
tranquihty in those States will enable me to get Peisons properly 
qualified. That no Person has yet been found to undertake settling 
the accomita of Massachusetts; and that the person who was recom- 
mended to the State of Maryland has resigned the office ass^;mng as 
a reason that he could not obtain the Accounts of the State so as to 
proceed on the business of bis Department.* 

Ordered, That a report of the Superintendant of Finance of the 3d 
of December respecting the progress made in the settlement of public 
accounts purauant to the [resolutions of the] 20th and 27th of Febru- 
ary be referred to Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr, [Thomas] Fitzsimmoni 
and Mr. [Samuel] Osgood.* 

■Thui«poftumthePap«na/tlk«CbnlitwntalCbivreH,No.I37, n,folio59. Accord- 
ing to the indoiMment it wm read Decembec 4, and on December 31 referred to Hi. 
[Duiiel] Cwioll, Mr. [Thomu] Fitcnnunons uid Hr. [Samuel] O^ood. 

* Thifl order wu entered only in tli« jounul kept by the Secretary of CongreN for 
the Superintendent of Finance: Korru Papert, Gmertiionat Proeeedingt. 

On this day, according to the indorsement, a letter of December 28 from DuporUuH 
«M nad. It ia in the Puptn o/tlu Contmeatai Omgr*-, Ko. 184, lollo 358. 
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NOTES OF DEBATES. 

IN CONQRBSa, HOVEHBBR 4^ 178^ UONDAT. 

Elias Boudinot was chosen President by the votes of N. Hunp- 
shjre represented by John Taylor Gilman and I^iillips White — 
Rhode ^and by Jonathan Arnold and David Howell — Connecti- 
cut by Benjamin Huntington & Eliphalet Dyer — N. Jereey by Elias 
Boudinot & John Witherspoon — Pennsylvania by Thomas Smith, 
George Clymer and Henry Wynkoop — Delaware by Thomas McEean 
Sb Samuel Wharton — ^Maryland by John Hanson, Daniel Carroll A 
William Hemsley. The votes of Viigt represented by James Madison 
& Theodorick Bland & of S. Carolina represented by John Rutledge, 
Ralph Izard, David Ramsay, & John Lewis Gcrvais, were given to 
Mr. Bland — The vote of N. York represented by James Duane and 
Ezra L'Hommedieu to Abner Nash. The vote of N. C. by Abnw 
Nash, Hugh Williamson & '^lliam Blount to John Rutledge. Massa^ 
chus*! having no Delegate but Samuel Osgood had no vote. Qeoigia 
had no Delegate. 

A Letter dated 0& 30 — 1782 from Gel Washington, was tead, 
informing Congress of his putting the aimy into Winter Quarters, & 
of the sailing of 14 ships of the line from N. York, supposed to be for 
the W. Indies & without Troops. 

d? July 8 from Mr. Carmichael at St. Ildefonso informing Congress 
of the good effect in Europe of the rejection of the proposal of Carleton, 
by Congress & the States ; that the King of Spain speaking of this 
news at table pnused greatly the probity of the Americans, rusing 
his voice in such a manner that all the foreign Ministers mi^t hear 
him. Mr. Carmichael adds that He had discovered that the Imperial 
& Russian Ministers by directions from their Courts had renewed 
th^ offered mediation to His M. C. M. and that he suspected England 
was at the bottom of it. — Quere. 

do. Nants Seff 5. from Mr Laurens, notifying his intention to 
return to America; that being so advised by Us friends he had 
applied to the Ct of London for a passport via Falmouth; that Com- 
wallis had intravsted hinuelf therein & that the passport had been 
promised. 
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TUESDAY NOV* $. 

A Resolution passed authorizmg Gen) Washiiigtoii to obtain th« 
exchange of 2 foreign officers notwithstanding the Beeoli of the 16 
of Ocf declaring that Congress will go into no partial exchanges until 
a general cartel be settled on naiiondl principles. This measure 
passed without due consideration by the rotes tA N. H., R. I., Cont: 
Del: Maryland X. C. & S. C. On the motion of Mr. Osgood it was 
reconsidwed in order to refer the case to the Sed of War & Qen! 
Washington to take order. By Mr. Madison opposition was made 
agfi any partial exchange in the face of the solemn declaration passed 
on the 16 Oc^, as highly dishonorable to Congress, especially as that 
declaration was made in order to compel the enemy to a national 
coDventioQ with the U. S. All exchangee had been previously made 
on the part of the former by the Military authority of their Generals, 
After the letter of Genl. Carleton & Admiral Digby notifying the 
purpose of the British King to acknowledge our Independence, it was 
thought expedient by Congress to assume a lugher tone. It was 
supposed also at the time of changing this mode that it would be a 
test of the enemy's sincerity with regard to Independence. As the 
trial hod been made & the British Coffionder either from a waat of 
power or of will had declined treating of a cartel on national ground, 
it would be peculiarly preposterous & pusilanimous in Congress to 
return to the former mode. An adjournment suspended the vote 
on the question for referring the cose to the S«t & Oenerd to take 
order. 

WBDNBSDAY. NOV' f^. 

"Ho Congress. 

THURSDAY, NOV* 7. 

On the reconsideration tiie Resol: for exchanging the two for: 
officers its repeal was unanimously agreed to. 

A motion was made by Mr. Osgood to assign an early day for filling 
up the Tacan<7 in the Court of Appeals. It was opposed on the 
prindple of oeconomy, and the expedient suggested by Mr. Duane, of 
empowering a single Judge to make a Court untU the pubUc^JUinceg 
uwild better bear the expence. In favor of the motion it was argued 
1 . that the proceedings of the Court were too important to be confided 
to a ungle Judge. 2. that the decisions of a single judge would be 
less satisfactory in coses where a local connection of the judge sub- 
sisted with wther of the parties. 3. that a single judge would be 
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more apt by erroneous decisiona to embroil the U. S. in disptitea with 
foreign powers. 4. that if there were more than one Judge, & one 
formed a court, there might at the same time be two interfering juris- 
dictions, and that if a remedy could be applied to this difficulty, the 
couise of dedaions would unavoidably be lees uniform, & the pro- 
viaion of the confederation for a court of universal appellant Juris- 
diction so far contravened. 5. as there was little reason to expect 
that the public finances wd. during the war be more equal to the 
public burdens than at present, and as the cases within the cognizance 
of this court would cease with the war, the qualification annexed to 
the expedient ought to have no effect. The motion was disagreed 
to A a committee which had been appointed to prepare a new ordi- 
nance for constituting the Court of Appeals, was filled up & instructed 
to make report. — on the above motion an opinion was maintained 
by Mr. Rutledge that as the court was according to the ordinance in 
force to consist of three Judges any two of whom to make a court, 
unless three were in actual appointment the decisions of two were 
illegd. 

Congress went into the consideration of the report of the CofiUttee 
on the case of Capt. Asgill the British oflicer allotted to suffer retalia^ 
tion for the mimier of Capt. Hnddy. The report proposed 

"That considering the letter of the 29** of July last from the 
Coimt de Vergennes to Genl. Washington interceding for Capt. A^ill, 
the Commander-in-Chief be directed to set him at liberty." 

Previous to the receipt of this letter from the Count de Vergennes 
Congress had been much divided as to the propriety of executing the 
retaliation, after the professions on the part of the British com- 
manders, of a desire to carry on Uie war on humane principles, and 
the promises of S' O. Cariet(m to pursue as effectnaUy as possible the 
real authors of the murder; some supposing that these circumstances 
had so far changed the ground that Congress ought to recede from 
Uieir denunciations, others supposing that as the condition of the 
menace had not been complied with, and the promises were manifestly 
evasive, a perseverance on the part of Congress was essential to their 
honor & that moreover it would probably compel the enemy to give 
up the notorious author of the confessed murder. After the receipt 
of the letter from the Count de Vetfiennee, Congress were unanimous 
for a relaxation. Two questions however arose on the report of the 
committee. The 1*1 was on what considerations the discharge of 
Cap. Asgill ought to be grounded. On this question a diversity of 
opinions existed. Some concurred with the committee in resting 

2T08'- 
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the m«asare entirely on the interceesion of the French Court: alledging 
ihat this VM the only plea that could apologize to the world for such 
a departoie from the Bolenm declaiations made both by Congreea and 
the CommaDder in Chief. Others were of opinion that this plea if 
publicly recited would mark an obsequiousness to the French Court 
and an impeachment of the humanity of Congress, which greatly 
outweighed the circumstance urged in its favor; and that the dis- 
avowal of the outrage, by the British Oenl. and a solemn promise to 
pursue the guilty authors of it, afforded the most honorable gromid 
on which Congress coold make their retreat; others again contended 
for an enumeration of all the reasons which led to the measm^; lastly 
others were igainst a recital of any reasons & for leaving the justifica- 
tioQ of the measure to such reasons bs would occur of themselves. 
This last opinion after considerable discussions prevailed, and the 
Resol. left as it stands on the Journals. The 2'* question was whether 
this release of Cap: As^ should be followed by a demand on Oel 
Carieton to fulfil his engagement to pursue with all possible effect the 
authors of the Murder. 

On one aide it was ui^ed that such a demand would be nugatory 
after Uie only sanction which could enforce it had been relinquished ; 
that it would not be consistent with the letter of the Coimt de Ver- 
gennes which solicited complete oblivion, and that it would manifest 
to the public a degree of confidence in British faith which was not felt 
and ought not to be affected. 

On the opposite mde it was said that after the confession A promise 
of justice by Oel Carieton, the least that could be done by Qef Wash- 
ington would be to claim a fulfilment; that the interceeuon of O 
de Vergennes extended no farther than to prevrat the execution of 
Capt: AsgiU, and the Babstitntion of any other innocent victim; and 
by DO means was meant to shelter the guilty; that whatever blame 
might fall on Congress for seeming to confide in the promises of the 
enemy, they would be more blamed if they not only dismissed the 
purpose of retaliating on the innocent, but at the same time omitted 
to challenge a promised vengeance, on the guilty, that if the chal- 
lenge was not followed by a compliance on the part of the enemy, it 
would at least promulge and perpetuate, in justification of the past 
meosuree of Congress, the confessions & promises of the enemy on 
irtiich the challenge was grounded ; & would give weight to the charges 
both of barbarity and perfidy which had been ao of ten brought agf' them. 

In the vote on this question, 6 States were in favor of the demand 
& the others either divided or against it. 
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The preceding question having been taken again, on a farther 
discussion of the subject. There ware in favor of the demand, 
N. H., R. I., N. Y. Ft Del. Mary^ Virga. ft of the other States some 
were divided. 

A motion vas made by Mr. Rutledge of S. C. "That the Coffider 
in chief & of the S. Department be respectively directed whenever 
the Enemy shall commit any act of cruelty or violence contrary to 
the laws A usage of war on the Citizens of these States to demand 
adequate satisfaction for the same, and in cose such satisfaction shall 
not be immediately given, but refused or evaded under any pretext 
whatooever, to cause suitable retaliation to be forthwith made on 
British officers without waiting for directions from Congress on the 
subject." 

When this motion was first made it was espoused by many; with 
great warmth in particular by the Delegates of N. C. & S. C, as neces- 
sary to prevent the delays ft uncertainties incident to a resort by the 
Military Commanders to Congress, and to convince the enemy that 
notwithstanding the dismission of Capt: A^iU the general purpose 
of retaliation was firmly retained. 

Against tiie motion it was objected 1. that the time ft place in 
which it stood would certainly convey an indirect reprehension of 
Gen' Washington for bringing before Congress the case of Capt: 
Asgill ft Huddy: 2. that it manifested a distrust in Congrees wluch 
however well founded it mig^t be witli respect to retaliation ought 
not to be proclumed by themselves. 3. that political & national 
considerations might render the interference of the Supreme authority 
expedient, of w^ the letter from Ci de Vergeimes in the late case 
furnished an instance; that the resort of the MiHtary Commanders 
to the Sovereign for direction in great and difficult cases, such as those 
of retaliation would often prove, was a right of which they ought 
not to be deprived; but in the exercise of which they ought rather 
to be countenanced. These objections reduced the patrons of the 
motion to the Delegates of N. C. & S. C. alone or nearly so. In place 
of it the declaratory motion on the Journals was substituted. This 
again was objected to as implying that in the cases of retaliation 
taken up by the Mil' commanders, they had proceeded on doubtful 
authority. To remove this objection, the amendment was proposed, 
limiting the preamble to the single act of discharging Capt: Aagill. 
This however was not entirely satisfactory because that particular 



,y Google 



848 /oumoZs of Congress 

act could have no cocstructiTe infiueiicd on the Beputed authority of 
the Generals. It was acceded to hy the votes of sereral who were 
apprehensiTe that in case of rejecting it, the eamestnesB of aome 
might obtrude a subatitute leas hanuleas, or that the BeBolution 
might paas without the preamble, & be more offeosiTe to the Com- 
mander in Chief. The Srat apprehenmon was the prerailing motive 
with many to agree to the propomtion on the final question. 

Thie day a letter was rec* from Ge' Washington, incloeing one 
of the 25 of Oct from St G. Carleton relative to the demand made 
on him for a liquidation of ace" and payment of the balance due 
for maintenance of Prisoaers of war, in which the latter used an 
asperity of language so much the reverse of his preceding corre- 
spondence that many regard it as portending a revival of the war 
against tfie U S. 

SATURDAY ft HOHOAT. 

KoCongresa. 

TUESDAY la NOW 

The reappcnntment of M^ Jefferson as AGnister Plenipo : f<H' negoti- 
atang peace was agreed to unanimously and without a single adverse 
remark. The act took place in consequence of its beiog suggested 
that the death of AT* J. had probably changed the sentiments of M- J. 
with regard to public life, & that all the reasons which led to his 
original appointment still existed and indeed, had acquired additional 
force from t^e improbability that Mr. Laurens would actually asost 
in the negotiation. 

"A motion was made by Ur. Rutledge declaring that when a matter 
was referred to any of the departments to lake order, it was the sense 
Sq meaning of Congress that the same should be earned into execu- 
tion." On this motion some aigued that such reference amounted 
to an absolute injunction, others insisted that it gave authority, but 
did not absolutely exclude discretion in the Executive Departments. 
The explanation which was finally acquiesced in as most rational & 
conformable to practice was that it not only gave authority, but 
expressed the sense of Congress that the measure ought to be exe- 
cuted: leaving it so far however in the discretion of the Executive 
Department, as that in case it differed in opinion from Congress it 
might suspend execution & state the objections to Congress that thdr 
final direction might he given. In the course of debate it was 
observed by Mr. Madison that the practice of referring matters to 
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take order, especially where money was to be issued, was extreinely 
exceptionable inasmuch as no entry of such proceedings was made on 
the JoomalB, but only noted in a memorandum book kept by the 
Secretary, and then sent to the Department with the reference to 
take order mdorsed by the Sec^. but not ngned by him. So that 
the transaction eren where public in its nature, never came before 
the public eye, & the Dep' was left with a precarious Toucher for its 
justification. The motion was in the end withdrawn, the mover 
alledging that as he only turned at rendering an uncertain point clear, 
& this had been brought about by a satisfactoiy explanation, he did 
not wish for any Resolution on the subject. 

WKDHESDAY 13 MOV* 

NoCongreaa. 

THURSDAY 14 NOV* 

The proceedings were confined to the Report of the Committee 
on the case of Vermont entered on the Journals. As it was notorious 
that Vennont had uniformly disr^arded the Recommendation of 
Congress, of 1779, the Report which ascribed the evils prevalent in 
that district to a late act of X. Y. which violated that recommendsr 
ti(m was generally admitted to be unjust & unfair. Mr. Howel was 
the only member who openly supported it. The Delegates from 
N. T. denied the fact that any violation had been conmutted on the 
part of that State. The temper of Congress on this occanon as the 
yeas & najs shew, was lees favorable to Vennont than on any pre- 
ceding one, — the effect probably of the territorial Cession of N. York 
to the U. S. In the course of the debate Mr. Howel cited the case 
of Kentucky as somewhat parallel to that of Vermont, said that the 
late erection of a separate Court by "^^r^ for the former resembled 
the issuing of Commissions by N. Y. to the latter that the jurisdic- 
tion would probably be equally resisted & the same violences would 
follow as in Vermont. He was called to order by Mr. Madison. The 
President & the plurality of Congress supported and enforced the 
caU. 

Ko Congress till 

Kott Monday 18 1 The Journals suffidently explain the proceed- 
Tuesday ISjings of those days. 
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WKDHBSDAY N0V4 so? 

Congress wait into consideraUoa of the Report of A Committee 
consisting of Mr. Carrol, Mr. McKean & Mr. Howel oa two Memorials 
from the Lepslature of PauuylTama. The Memorials imported a 
disposition to prOTide for the (>editora of the U. S. within the State 
of Penf out of the RerenueB allotted for CongreoB, unless such pro- 
nnon could be made by Congress. The Report as an answer to the 
Memorials acknowledged the merit of the public Creditors, professed 
the wishes of Congress to do them justice; referring at the same time 
to their recommendation of the Impost of 5 Per Ci, which had not 
been acceded to by all the Statw; to the requisition of 1,200,000 D^, 
for the payment of one year's interest on the public debt, and to thdr 
accepUmce of the territorial cession made by N. Y. After some gen- 
eral conversation in which the necessity of the Impost as the only 
fund on which loans could be expected & the necessity of loans to 
supply the enormous deficiency of taxes, wore urged, as also ^e fatal 
tendency of the plaji intimated in the Memorials, as well to the Union 
iteelf, as to the system actually adopted by Congress, the Report was 
committed. 

A motion was made by Mr. RuUedge, 2^*^ by Mr. "Williamson, to 
instruct the committee to Report the best mode of liquidating the 
domestic debts, and of obtaining a valuation of the land within the 
several States, as the Article of Confederation directs — The first part 
of the instruction was negatived, provision having been previously 
made on that head. In place of it the Superintend* of Finance was 
instructed to report the causes which impede that provision. The 
2*' part was withdrawn by the mover. A conmiittee however was 
afterwards appointed, consisting of Mr. Ruttedge, Mr. Nssh Mr. 
Duane Mr. Osgood & iSx. Madison, to report the best scheme for a 
valuation. 

THURSDAY. NOVl *t. 

A report was made by a Committee to whom had been referred 
several previous reports & propositions relative to tike salaries of 
foreign Ministers, delivering it as the opinion of the Committee that 
the Salaries allowed to Minioters Plenipo*! to wit £2500 Sterig. would 
not admit of reduction; but that the sal' allowed to Secretaries to 
legations, to wit £1000. Sterl', ought to be reduced to £500. This 
Committee consisted of Mr. Duane, Mr. Izard & Mr. Madison the last 
of whom disagreed to the opinion of his colleagues as to the reduction 
of the £2500 allowed to Mi Plenipof 
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Agfi a reduction it ves a^ued that not only justice, but the dignity 
of the U. S. required a Uberal allowance to foreign serrants ; that gen- 
tlemen who had experienced the expence of living in Europe did not 
think that a leea sum would be euffident for a Decent style; and that 
in the instance of Mr. A. Iiee, the expencee claimed by him & allowed 
by Congreas exceeded the fixed saloiy in question. 

Iq favor of a reduction were urged the poverty of the U. S., the 
smplicity of Republican Oovemmenta, the inconsistency of splendid 
allowances to Ministers whose c^^ duty lay in displaying the wants 
of their Constituents and soliciting a supply of them; and, above all, 
the policy of reconciling the army to Uie oeconomical arrangements 
imposed on them, by extending the reform to every other Depart- 
ment. 

The result of this discussion was a reference of the Report to 
another Committee, consisting of Mr. Williamson, Mr. Osgood & 
Mr. Carrol. 

A motion was made by Mr. Howel, '2^ by Mr. Arnold, recom- 
mending to the several States to settle with & satisfy at the ch&i^ 
of the U. S. all such temporary corps as had been raised by them 
respectively with the approbation of Congress. The repugnance 
which appeared in Congress to go into bo extensive & important a 
measure at this time, led the mover to withdraw it. 

A motion was nutde by Mr. Madison seconded by Mr. Jones, 
"That the SeC of F. Affairs be authorized to communicate to For* 
Ministers who may reside near Congress, all auch articles of Intelli- 
gence reef by Congress as he shall judge fit & that he have like 
authority with respect to acts & Resolutions passed by Congress; 
reporting nevertheless the communications which, in all such cases, 
he shall have made." 

It was objected by some that such a Resolution was unnecessary, 
the Sect being already poeeessed of the authority; it was contended 
by others that he ought previously to such communication, to report 
his intention to do so ; others t^ain were of opinion that it was unneces- 
sary to report at all. 

"Hie motion was si^ested by casual information from the Sec', 
that he had not coffiunicated to the French Minister the reappoint- 
ment of Mr. JeffeiBon, no act of Congress having empowered or 
instructed him to do so. 

The motion was committed to Mr. Williamson Mr. Madison & Mr. 
Peters. 
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FRIDAY, HOVi M. 

A coiandenble time previous to this date « letter had been rec' 
'by CongresB from Ur. H. Laurena, informing them of his discharge 
from captivity, and of hia having authorized in the British Ministry 
an expectation that Eail Comwallia tfl in return be absolved from 
his parole. Shortly after a letter from Doci Franklin informed Con- 
greaa that at the preaaing instance of Mr. L., and in consideration of 
the offer of Gen' Burgoyne for Mr. L. by Congreos, as well as the 
apparent reasonableness of the thing, he had executed an instrument 
setting Comwallis at liberty from his parole, until the pleasure of 
Congress should be known. These papers had been conunitted to 
M' RuUedge M* Montgomery & W Madison, who reported in favor of 
the ratification of the measure, against the opinion however of Mr. 
Rutledge the firet member of the Committee. "Die Report after some 
discussion had been reconunitted & had lain in their hands, until being 
called for, it was throught proper by the Committee to obtain the 
sense of Congress on the main question whether the act s** be ratified 
or amiuUed; in order that a report might be made correspondent 
thereto. 'Vnth this view a motion was this day made by Mr. Madi- 
son, 2*^ by Mr. Osgood that the Committee be instructed to report a 
proper act for a ratification of the measure. In support of this 
motion it was alledged, that whenerer a public minister entered into 
engagements without authority from his Soreieign, the alternative 
which presented itself was either to recall the minister, or to support 
his proceedings, or perhaps both; that Congrees had by their Resolu- 
tion of the [seventeenth] day of [September] refused to accept the 
resignation of Mr. Laurens and had in^ted on his executing the office 
of a Minister Flenipo: and that on the [twentieth] day of [September] 
they had rejected a motion for suspending the said Resolution; that 
they had no option therefore but to fulfil t^e engagement entered into 
on the part of that Minister; that it would be in the highest d^ree 
preposterous to retain him in so dignified and confidential a service, 
and at the same time stigmatize him by a disavowal of his conduct 
and thereby disqualify him for a im>per execution of the service; 
that it was improper to send him into negotiations with the Enemy 
under an impression of supposed obligations; that this reasoning 
was in a great degree applicable to tJie part which Dod Franklin 
had taken in the measure; that finally the Marquis de la Fayette, 
who in consequence of the liberation of Comwallis, had undertaken 
an exchange of several officers of his family, would also participate 
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in the mortificatioD; that it wab oTerrating far the importance of 
Cornwallis, to aacrifice all these considerationB to the policy or grati- 
fication of prolonging his captiTity. 

On the oppoeite side it waa said, that the Biitmh Gov* having 
treated Mr. L. as a Traitor not aa a Prisoner of war, having refused 
to exchange lum for Gen' Burgoyne, and having declared hy the 
British Oen^ at N. York that he had been freely dischaiged, neither 
Mr. L. nor Oongreas could be bound either in honor or justice to 
render an equivalent; and that polity absolutely required that so 
barbarous an instrum* of war, and so odious an object to the people 
of the U. S. should be kept as long as possible in the chains of cap- 
tivity; that as the latest advices rendered it probable that Mr. L. 
was on his return to America, the conunission for peace would not 
be affected by any mark of disapprobation which might fall on his 
conduct; that no injury could accrue to Doct FranUin, because he 
had guarded his act by an express reservation for the confirmation 
or disallowance of Congresa; that the case waa the same with the 
Marquis de la Fayette; that the dedaratbn a^* partial exchanges 
until a Cartel on national principles a' be established w' not admit 
even an exchange anteced' thereto. 

Theee considerations were no doubt with some the sole motives 
to tlieir respective votes. Iliere were others however who at least 
blended wiUi them, on one ude, a personal attachment to Mr. L., 
and on the other, a dislike to his character, and a jealousy excited by 
his supposed predilection for G. B. by his intimacy with some of the 
new Mmistry, by his frequent passing to & from G. B. l^ the eulo- 
giums pronounced on lum by Mr Burke in the House of Commons, 
and by his memorial whilst in the Tower, to the Parliam'. The last 
consideration was the chief ground on which the motion had been 
made for suspending the B«soIution which requested his continuance 
in the Commission for peace. 

In this stage of the business a motion was made by Mr. Duane 
2^ by Mr. Rutledge to postpone iho consideration of it; which being 
lost, a motion was made by Mr. Williamson to substitute a Rescdution 
declaring, that as the B. Gov' hod treated Mr. li. with so unwar- 
rantable a rigor & even as a Traitor, and Cornwallis had rendered 
himself so execrable by his barbarities. Congress could not ratify his 
exchange — ^An adjournment waa called for in order to prevent a vote 
with BO thin & divided a house. 
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No CoDgraBfl till 

HONDAY, NOT* a$. 

A letter from the L* Govt of R. I. was read cont^ning evideDce 
Uiat Bome of the leadeiB in Verm*, and particulai^ Luke INolton 
who had been deputed in the year 1780 to Congreee as ^ent for that 
party opposed to ita independence but who had since changed sides 
had be^ intriguing with the enemy in N. Y. The letter was com- 
mitted. See No' 27. 

The consideration of the motion for ratifying the dischajge of 
OomwalliB was lesumed. Mr. Williamson renewed his motion which 
failed. Mr. McKean suggested the expedient of ratifying the dis- 
charge, on condition that a General cartel should be acceded to. 
This was relished at first by several members, but a development of 
its inefiBcacy and inconmstency with national dignity stifled it. 

A motion was made by Mr. Rutledge, 2<'*' by Mr. Ramsay, that 
the discharge should be ratified in case Mr. L, should undertake tlie 
office of commissioner for peace. This proportion was generally 
considered as of a very extraordinary nature, and after a brief dis- 
cussion withdrawn. 

In the course of these seTeral propositicniB most of the arguments 
stated on friday last were repeated. Col: Hamilton who warmly & 
Cf^ently espoused the ratification, as an additional argument men- 
tioned, that some intimations had been ^ven by Colonel Laurens of 
the army with the privity of Gen' Washington, to Comwallis previoiis 
to hia capitulaUon, that he might be exchanged for his father, then 
in the Tower. 

The Rep* of the Committee on Ur. M* motion on the 21 inst: relative 
to the Sec' of F. Affairs, passed without oppoution. 

TUBSDAY, NOV* aO. 

No Cbngrees but a Grand Conunittee composed of a member from 
ea<^ State. 

The States of N. H. & Mass^ having redeemed more than their 
quotas of the Emiauons prior to the IS*^ of March 17S0, had called 
on Congress to be credited for the surplus, on which the Super- 
intendt of Finance reported that they ought to be credited at the 
rate of 1 Dollar specie for 40 of the s" Emission, according to the 
Act of March aforesaid. This report being judged by Congress 
unjust as the money had been called in by those States at a greater 
depreciation, was disagreed to. Whereupon a motion was made by 



,y Google 



November, 178S 8S5 

ib. Osgood, that the Stat«e who had redeemed a surplus should be 
credited for the same according to its corrent value at the time of 
[redemption.] 

Tlus motion with a letter afterwards rec' from the State of Masse 
on the same subject, were referred to the Grand Committee in 
question. 

The Comniitt«e were unanimous that justice required an allow- 
aoce to the States who s'* unk a surplus, to be apportioned on the 
different States. The different ezpedienta suggeeted were 

1. That Congress b' renew their call on the States to execute the 
Acts of the 18"> of M., 1780 and leave it to the States to level the 
money by n^otiationa among themselves. This was Mr. Hamilton's 
idea. liie objections against it were that either nothing w' be 
done in the case or the deficient States w^ be at the mercy of the 
hoarding States; altho the former were perhaps prevented from 
doing their part by invasions; & the prosperity of the latter enabled 
thmn to absorb an undue proportion. 

By Mr. Madison it was proposed that Congress should declare 
that whenever it s" appear that the whole of the bUls emitted prior 
to the IS*** of M., 1780 shall have been collected into the treasuries 
of the several States, Congress w^ proceed to give such credit for any 
surplus above the quotas assigned as equity might require, and debit 
the deficient States accordingly. In favor of this expedient it was 
Buppc»ed that it would give a general encouragement to the States 
to draw the money outstanding among individuals into the public 
treasuriee, and render a future equitable airangem' by Congress easy. 
The objections were that it gave no satisfaction immediately to the 
complaining States, & would prolong the internal embarrassments 
irtuch have hindered the States from a due compliance with the 
requisitions of Congress. 

It was lastly proposed by Mr. FltzsimmoDs that the Commis- 
sioners appointed to traverse the U. S., for the purpose of settling 
accounts should be empowered to take up all the outstanding old 
money and issue certificates in place of it, in specie value accord- 
ing to a rule to be given them by Congress the amount of the certifi- 
cates to be apportioned on the States as part of the public debt, the 
same rule to determine the credit for redemptions by the States. 
This proposition wss on the whole generally thought by the Com- 
mittee least objectionable and was referred to a subcommittee com- 
posed of Mr. Eutledge, Mr. Fit2Bimmons & Mr Hamilton to be 
matured & laid before the Gfi Cc«n*. One consideration suggested 
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by Mr. Hamilton in its f ATor was that it would multiply the adTOcates 
for federal funds for disdiarging the public debts, and tend to cement 
the Union. 

WEONB8DAT, NOV* 179. 

The report of the Committee on the letter from the L' QoT* of 
R. Island (see Nov* 25) was made & taken into coumderatitm. 

It was moTed by. Mr. McKean to insert in the first clause on the 
Journal, after directing the apprehension by Oen' Washington, "in 
order that the si persons may be brought to trial." The reason urged 
for the motion was that it might appear that the interposition was 
not meant to eupersede civil process farther than the necessity of the 
case required. A^' the motion it was u^ed, that it would lead to 
discussions extremely perplexing & dilatory & that it would be more 
proper after the appr^enaion s** hare taken place. — The motion was 
lost, 6 States only being for it. 

With respect to the mun question it was agreed on all »des that 
it was indispensable to the safety of the U. S. that a traitorous inter- 
course between the inhabitants of Vermont & the Enemy should be 
suppressed. Thra^ were however two modes proposed for the pur- 
pose, viz: the direct & immediate interposition of the military force 
according to the Report, and, 2""' A reference in the first instance to 
the acti^ Authority in Vermont, to be followed in case of refusal 
or neglect of Justice on the offendera, by an exertion of compulsive 
measuree against the whole body. 

In favor of the 1? mode it was et, that it would be the only effec- 
tual one & the only one conustent with the part Congress had 
observed with r^ard to Vermont; unce a reference to the Authority 
of Vermont, which had itself been suspected & accused would cer- 
tainly be followed at the beet by a mere mock trial; and would more- 
over be a stronger recognition of its independence than Congress bad 
made or meant to make. 

In favor of the 2i mode it was alledged, that the body of the people 
in Vermont were well attached to the Revolution, that a sudden 
march of military force into the Country might alarm them, that if 
thdr Rulers abetted the Trutors, it w^ disgrace them in the eyes of 
thfflr own people, and that Congress would be justified in that event 
to "spht Vermont up among the other States." This expression, as 
well as the arguments on this side in gmeral came from Mr. Howell, 
of R. I., whose object was to render the proceedings of Congress as 
favorable as posmlje to the independence of Vermont. 
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£a order to compromise the matter Mr. Arnold moTed that the 
Cotmnander in Chief sf be directed to make a prerious communica- 
tion of his intentions & the evidence on whi^ thej were foimded 
to the persons exercising authority within the district in question. 

It was su^ested bj Mr. Madison, as a better expedient that he 
ffi be authorized to make the communication if he should deem it 
oonducaTe to the more certain apprehension of the suspected persons. 

The Delf^atee from N. Y. said they would agree that after the 
^prehension should have been effected, the Commander might 
give notice thereof to the Persons exerdrang authority in Venntmt. 

It was finally compromised as it stands on the Journal. 

In the course of the Debate Mr. Clark informed Congress, that 
the Delegates of N. Jersey could not vote for any act which might 
oppose force to the Authority of Vennont, the Le^lature of that 
State having so construed the Kesolutions of the 7 A 20^ of Aug: 
as to be incompatible therewith & accordin^y instructed their 
Delegates. 

The communication directed to tiie States on this occauon thro' 
the Commander in Chief was objected to by several members as an 
improper innovation. The object of it was to prevent the risk of 
discovery, if sent before the plans which might be taken by Gen* 
Washington were suffidently advanced, of which he was the proper 
Judge. 

THURSDAY, HOV» atrm 

No Congress. 

Sfr. livingston. Seer of F. Affairs called upon me & menUoned his 
intention to resign in a short time his office; observing that as he 
ultimately was dedded to prefer his place of Chancellor in N. York 
to the ofJiv, and tiie two had become incompatible by the increase 
of Business in die former, he thought it expedient not to return to 
Phil*, after a visit to N. T. which was required by this increase. In 
the course of conversation he took notice that the expence of his 
appoin* under Congress had exceeded his salary about 3000 Doll" 
per Annum. .He asked me whether it was probable Mr. Jefferson 
would accept the vacancy, or whether he would accept Mr. Jay's 
place in Spain, and leave the vacancy to the latter. I told him I 
thought tSi. J. W* not accept it lumseli & doubted whether he would 
concur in the latter arrangement, as well as whether Congress would 
be willing to part with Hr. Jay's servicee in the Ne^tiations of peace; 
but promised to sound Mr. J. on these points by the first opportimity. 
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No Ccmereas untill 

MONDAY, DEC> a? 

The Sec' of foreign Affaira reeigaed his office, assigning as a reason 
the increase of business in his office of Chancellor of N. Y., wherebj 
it was become impossible for bim to execute the duties of both; 
informing Congress at the same time as a rule for providing for his 
successor, that his expencee exceeded his 8alar7 upwards of 3000 
Doll? per annum. The letter of reeignatioa was committed to 
Mr. McKeon, Mr. Osgood, & . 

TUESDAY DBCB 3. 

After a verbal report of the Committee above mentioned, who 
acquunted Congress that in & conference with Mr. livingstoa he 
professed a willingness to remain in office till the 1** of Jan', to £^ve 
time for the choice of a Successor, Mr. McKean proposed the Besolu- 
tion which stands on the Secret Journals ; several alterations having 
been made however in the course of its consideration. With respect 
to t^e Preamble particularly, a change took place. As it was first 
moved it recited aa the ground of the resignation the iacompatibilitj 
of the office of foreign Affairs wiUi the Chancellorship of N. Y. To 
this redtal it was objected bj Mr. Madison, that such a publication 
of preference of the office of Chancellor of a particular State to the 
offiice of foreign Affairs under the U. S., tended to d^rade the latter. 
Whereupon the Preamble on the Journal was subsUtuted. In the 
coutse of this business the expediency of augmenting the salat? was 
su^eeted, but not mudi supported. Mr. Howel & Mr. Clark opposed 
it strenuously. 

The Report of the Committee on the case of Vermont mentioned 
on Thursday the 14 of Nov^ was called for by Mr. McEeau, & post- 
poned on his motion to make way for a set of Resolutions declaring 
that as Vermont in contempt of the authority of Congress &. thdr 

Recommendations of 1779, exerdsed jurisdiction over smidry 

persons professing allegiance to the State of N. Y., banishing them 
and stripping them of their possessions, the former be required to 
make restitution &o. and that in case of refusal or ne^ect Congress 
will enforce the same, &c. A motion was made by Mr. Clark 2"* by 
Mr. Howel to strike out the latter clause; in favor of which it was 
said that such a menace ought to be suspended until Vermont should 
refuse to comply with the Requisition, especially said Mr. Howel as 
the present proceeding bedng at the instance of Phelps & other exiles, 
was an ex parte one. 
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Against the moUon for expunging the clause, it waa obserred that 
a requisition on Vermont without such a menace w* have no effect, 
that if Congress interposed they ought to do it with a decisive tone; 
that as it onlj enforced restitution in cases where spoliations had 
been committed and therefore was conditional, the circumstance of 
its being ez parte was of no weight, especially as Congress c** not caU 
on Verm' to appear ss a party after her repeated protestations a^* 
appearing. 

On this occasion, Mr. Carroll informed Congress that he had entirely 
changed his opinion with regard to the policy requisite with r^ard 
to Verm' being thoroughly persuaded that its leaders were perfidious 
men & that the interest of the U. S. requbed their pretensions to be 
discountenanced; that in this opinion he was not a little confirmed 
by a late conversation with Oen' Whipple of N. Hampshire at Trenton 
in which this Gentleman assured him, that the Governing party in 
Vermont were perfidiously devoted to the British interests & that he 
had reason to believe that a British CofEiission for a Gov' of that 
district had come over Sa was ready to be produced at a convenient 
season. Some of the membera having gone out of Congrees & it 
being uncertain whether there would be more than six States for the 
clause, an adjournment was moved for & voted. 

The proceedings on this subject evinced still more the conciliating 
effect of the territorial cession of N. York, on several States & the 
effect of the scheme of an ultra-montane State within Penns*, on the 
lattw State. The only States in Congress which stood by Vermont 
were Rhode Island, which is supposed to be interested in lands in 
Venn*, and N. Jersey whose Delegates were under instructions on the 
subject. 

WEDNESDAY DEC« 4. 

After the passing of the Kesolution concerning Cap: F. Jonee, 
a motion was made by Mr. Madison to reconsider the same, that it 
might be referred to the Agent of Marine to take order, as a better 
mode of answering the same purpose; since it did not become the 
sovereign body to give public sanction to a recommendation of 
Capt: Jones to the Conmiander of the French Squadron, especially 
as there was no written evidence that the latter had signified a dis- 
position to concur in the project of Capt: Jones. The motion was 
lost; a few States only being in favor of it. 

The reason assigned by those who voted against the pnmiotion of 
Coif to Brigade according to districts was that such a division of the 
U. S. tends to foster h>cal ideas, and might lead to a dismemberment. 
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TIlo Delegates from Peun* rejninded CongreM that no ansver had 
been given to the memorials (see Nor' 20) &om that State that the 
L^islature were proceeding ia. the measure intimated in the said 
memorials and that they meant to finish it & adjourn this eveaing. 
The reasons mentioned hy the Delegates as prevailing with the Legis- 
lature were K', the delay of Congress to give an answer which was 
deemed disrespectful 2f the little chance of any funds being provided 
by Congress for their internal debts; 3*"', the assurance (given hy 
one of their members Mr. Jos Montgomery, mentioned privatdy not 
on the floor) that no impediment to the support of the war c^ arise 
from it, siace Congress had provided means for that purpose in 
Europe. 

A Committee consisting of "Mr. Rutledge Mr. Madison & iSx. 
Hamilton was appointed to confer immediately with a Committee 
from the Legislature on the subject of the Memorials & were inslructed 
to make such communications relative to our affairs abroad as would 
correct misinformalions. The comittee which met them on the part 
of the L^islature, were Mr. Jos: Montgomery, Mr. Hill & Mr. Jacob 
Bush. 

The Committee of Congress in the conference observed that the 
delay of an answer had proceeded in part from the nature of so 
large an assembly of which the Comittee of the LiC^lature o<* not be 
insensible, but principally from the difficulty of ^ving a satisfactory 
one until Khode Island s^ accede to the Impost of 5 Per Cl of which 
they had been in constant expectation; that with respect to the 
prospect from Congress for the public Creditors Congress had required 
of the States interest for the Anaying year, bad accepted the terri- 
torial Cession of N. Y. and meant still to pursue the scheme of the 
impost; that as to their affairs in Europe the loan of 6 IfiUions of 
Uvres only last year hod been procured from France by Dr. FranUyn, 
in place of 12 asked by him, the whole of which had been applied; 
that the loan of 5.000.000 Guilders opened by Mr. Adams had advanced 
to about H Million only and there seemed UtUe progress to have been 
made of late; that the application for 4 Million as part of the esti- 
mate for the pptming year was not founded on any previous informar- 
tion in its favor but against every intimation on the subject, & was 
dictated entirely by our necessitiea; so that if even no part of thd 
requisitions from the States s^ be denied, or diverted, the support of 
the war the primary object, might be but deficiently provided for. 
That if this example which violated the li^t of appropriation dele- 
gated to Congress by the federal Articles, should be set by P*, it 
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would be both followed hy other States & extended to other inatanoee; 
that in consequence, our system of adminiBtration, and eren our bond 
of Union w' be diseolved; that the enemy would take courage from 
such a prospect and the war be prolonged if not the object of it 
endangered; that our national credit would fail with other powers, 
& the loans from abroad which had been our chief resource fail with 
it. That an assumption by individual States of the prerogatiTe of 
paying to their own Citizens the debts of the U. S. out of the money 
required by the latto' was not only a breach of the federal system 
but of the faith pledged to the pubHc Creditora; since payment was 
mutually guaranteed to each & all of the Creditors by eadi & all of 
the States; and that lasUy it was unjust with respect to the States 
themselves on whom the burden would fall not in proportion to their 
respective abihties, but to the debts due to their respective Citizens; 
and that at least it deserved the consideration of P* whether she 
would not be loser by such an arrangement. 

On the side of the other Comittee it was answered that the measure 
c' not violate the confederation, because the reqiiisition hod not 
been founded on a valuation of land; that it would not be tiie fiist 
example, N. H. & N. Y. hav( appropriated mousy raised under 
requisitions of Congress; that if the other States did their duty in 
complying with the demands of Congress no inconveniency would 
arise from it, that the discontents of the Creditors w^ prevent the 
payment of taxes; Mr. Hill finally sskuig whether it had been con- 
sidered in Congress how far delinquent States C* be eventual^ 
coerced to do justice to those who performed their part! To all 
irfiich it was repHed that a valuation of land had been manifestiy 
impossible during the war — that the apportionments made had been 
acquiesced in by P*, and therefore the appropriation could not be 
objected to; that idtho other States might have set previous exam- 
ples, these had never come before Congress, & it w^ be more honorable 
for P* to counteract than abet them espedally as tlie example from 
hw weight in the Union & the residence of Congress w^ be bo powerful, 
that if other States did their duty the measure w' be superfluous; 
that the discontents of the Creditors mig^t always be answered by 
the equal justice ft more preeung necessity whidi pleaded in favor 
of the anny, who had lent tiuor blood & services to their Country, and 
on whom its defence still rested; that Congress unwilling to presume 
a refusal in any of the States to do justice, c' not anticipate it by a 
consideration of the steps w*^ such refusal might require, & that ruin 
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must ensue if the States suffered ih^ policy to be Bvajed by such 
distrusts. The Comittee appeared to be con^deraUy impreseed vith 
these remarlcB, & the Leg^lature suspended their plan. 

THURSDAY, DKC* 5? 178s 

Mr. Lowel & Vx. Beed were ejected Judges of the Court of i^peals. 
Mr. P. Smith, of N. Jeraey had the vote of that State; and Ur. 
Merchant, of Rhode Island the vote of that State. 

The Besolutiona leepecting Vermont moved by Mr. McEeau on 
the [tventy-fleTenth] day of [November,] were taken into Conaidera^ 
tion. Iliey were seconded by Mr. Hamilton, as entered on the 
Journal of this day. FreTious to the question on the coercive clauae, 
Mr. Madison observed that as the preceding clause was involved in it, 
& the federal articles did not delegate to Congress the authority about 
to be enforced, it would be proper in the first place to amend the 
recital in the preceding clause, by inserting the ground on which the 
Authority of Congress had been interposed. Some who voted against 
this motion in this stage having done so from a doubt as to the point 
of order, it was revived in a subsequent stage when that objection 
did not lie. The objectiona to the motion itself were uif;ed chiefly 
by the Delegates from Khode Island, and with a view in thia as in all 
other instances, to perplex & protract the business. TiiB objections 
were !<* that the proposed insertion was not warranted by the Act 
of N. Hampshire whitji submitted to the judgment of Cor^reaa mereb/ 
the question of jurisdiction. 2^' That the Resolutions of Aug: 1781, 
concerning Vermont, hav< been acceded to by Vermont, annulled 
all antecedent acts founded on ihe doubtfulness of its claim to inde- 
pendence. In answer to the 1**- obj* the Act of N. H. was read w*^ 
in the utmost latitude adopted the Resolut of Congress which extended 
expressly to the preservation of peace & order & prevention of acts 
of confiscation by one party a^* another. To the 2f obj* it was 
answered 1? that the s* Reso" of Aug: being conditional not abso- 
lute, the accession of Vennont c** not render them definitive; but 
. 2^ir that prior to this accession, Vermont hav* in due form rejected 
the Resol", and notified the rejection to Congress, the accesMon could 
be of no avail unless subsequently admitted by Congress, 3^, that this 
doctrine had been nuintained by Vennont itself w*" had dedared 
that inasmuch as the Besol°* of Aug: did not correspond w'^ their 
overtures previously made to Congress these had ceased to be obliga- 
tory; W^ act it was to be obsenv^ was merely deeUmitorj/, not ciea> 
tive, of the annulment. 
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He original motion of Mr. McKean & Ur. Hamilton was agreed 
to seven States voting for it; B. I. & N. J. in the negative. 

PRiDAY e DBCf 

An ordinance, extending tlie privilege of Franking letters to the 
Heads of all the Departments was reported A taken up. Varioua 
ideas were thrown out on the subject at lai^; some contendii^ for 
the extension proposed, some for a partial adoption of it, some for a 
total abolition of the privilege as well in membeiB of CongreBs as in 
Others. Some for a limitation of the privilege to a definite number 
or weight of letters. Those who contended for a total abolition, 
represented the privilege as productive of abuses, as reducing the 
profits so tow as to prevent Uie extension of the establishment through- 
out the U. S. and as throwing the whole burden of the establishment 
on the mercantile intercourse. — On the other side it was contended 
that in case of an abolition The Delegates, or their Constituents, would 
be taxed just in proportion to their distance from the seat of Congress ; 
which was neither just nor politic, considering the many other dis- 
advantages which were inseparable from that distance; that as the 
correspondence of the Delegates was the principal channel through 
which a general knowledge of public affain, was diffused, any abridg- 
ment of it would so far confine this advantage to the States within the 
neighbourhood of Congress; £ that as the correspondence at present 
however voluminous did not exclude from the maQ any private 
letters which w^ be subject to postage, and if postage was extended 
to letters now franked the n" & size of them would be essentially 
reduced, the revenue was not affected in the manner repreaented. 
The Ordinance was disagreed to & the subject re-committed, w'^ 
the instruction to the Committee giving them ample latitude for 
such Eeport as they should think fit. 

A Boston Newspaper containing under the Providence Head, an 
extract of a letter purporting to be written by a Gentleman in FhUad" 
and misrepresenting the state of our loans, as well as betraying the 
secret proposal of the Swedish Court to enter into a Treaty with the 
U. S; with the view of disproving to the people of R. Island the necee- 
uty of the Impost of 5 P Ct; had been handed about for several days. 
From the style and other circumstances, it carried strongly the appear- 
ance of being written by a Member of CongKes. The unanimous 
suspicions were fixed on Mr. Howel. The mischievous tendencyof 
Budi publications & the necessity of the interposition of Congress 
were also general subjects of conversation. It was im^;iiied too that 
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a detection of the person suspected would destroy in his State tlutt 
influence which he exerted in misle&ding its counsels with reelect to 
the Impost. Theae circumatanccfl led Mr. Williamfion to move the 
propoutioD on this subject. 

It was opposed hy no one. 

Mr. Clark supposing it to be levelled in part at him, rose & informed 
Congress, that not considering the article relative to Sweden as 
secret in its nature, and considering himself at liberty to make any 
commonicationB to his Constituents, he had disclosed it to the 
Assembly of N". Jersey. He was told that the motion was not aimed 
at him, but the doctrine advanced by him was utterly inadmissible. 
Mr. Rutledge observed that after this frankness on the part of Mr. 
Clarke as well as from the respect due from every member to C<ni- 
grees & to himself, it might be concluded that if no member present 
should own the letter in question, no member present was the anUun* 
of it. Mr. Howell was visibly perturbated but remained silent. 

The conference with the Committee of the Legislature of Penitf, 
with subsequent information had rendered it very evident that unless 
some effectual measures were taken against separate appropriations 
& in favor of the public Creditors the Iiogislature of that State, at its 
next meetii^, would resume the plan which they had suspended. 
Mr. Rutledge in pursuance of this conviction moved that the Super- 
intendt of Finance be instructed to r^resent to the several States 
the mischiefs which such i^propriatioiis would produce. It was 
observed with respect to this motion that however proper it might 
be as one expedient, it was of itself inadequate; that nothing but a 
permanent fund for discharging the debts of the public would divert 
the States from making provision for their own Citizens; that a 
renewal of the call on R. ^and for the impost ou^t to accompany 
the motion; that such a combination of these plans would mutuaUy 
give efficacy to them, since R. Island would be solicitous to prevent 
separate appropriations, & the other States would be soothed with 
the hope of the Impost. These observations gave rise to the Motion 
of Mr. Hamilton, which stands on the Journal. Ag^ Mr. Rutledge's 
part of the motion no objection was made. But the sending a deputa- 
tion to Rhode Island was a subject of considerable debate, in which 
the necessity of the impost, in order to prevent separate appropriations 
by the States, to do equal justice to the Pubhc creditors, to maintain 
our national character & credit abroad, to obtain the loans essential 
for supplying the deficiencies of revenue, to prevent the encourage- 
mtait which a failure of the scheme would give the Enemy to persevere 
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in the war, was full7 set forth. Th« objectionB, coco^t those w? 
came ag^ the scheme itself from the Delegates of B. Island, were 
drawn from the muvasonablenees of the proposition. Congress ought 
it was said to wait for an official answer to their demand of an explicit 
answer from B. I. before they could with propriety repeat their 
exhortstiona. To which it was replied that altho' this objection 
mi^t hare some wught, Yet the urgency of our situation, and the 
chance of giving a favorable turn to the negotiations on foot for 
peac« rendered it of little comparative signi£c&tion. The objections 
were finally retracted, and both the propositions agreed to. The 
Deputation elected were Mr. Osgood, Mr. Mifflin & Mr. Nash taken 
from different parts of the U. S., & each from States which had fully 
adopted the Impost, and would be represented in Congress w'^'out 
them; except Mr. O^ood whose State, be being alone, was not repre- 
fluited without him. 

SATURDAY. DBGf 7. 

No Congress. 

The Grand Committee met again on the bosiness of the old paper 
emissions, and agreed to the plan reported by the sub-committee in 
pursuance of Mr. Fitzammons' motion, vz : that the outstanding bills 
should be taken up A certificates issued in place thereof at the rate of 

1 real Dollar for nominal ds., and that the surpluses redeemed 

by particular States shof be credited to them at the same rate. Mr. 
Carrol alone dissented to the plan, alledging that a law of Maiyland 
was adverse to it which he conadered as equipollent to an instruction. 
For filling up the blank, several rates were proposed. 1**, I for 40 
on which the votes were no except T&r. Howell. 2*, 1 for 75 no Mr. 
White & Mr. Howell, ay. 3f, 1 for 100 no Ifr. Hamilton & Mr. Fitz- 
nmmons ay. 4'*', 1 for 150 no Mr. Fitzsimmons oj/. The reasons 
ni^ed in favor of 1 for 40 were — fiist an adherence to public faith, 
secondly that the depreciation of the certificates would reduce the 
rate sufficiently low, they being now negotiated at the rate of three 
or four for one. The reason for 1 for 75 was that the bills passed at 
that rate when they were called in, in the Eastern States; for 1 for 
100 — that as popular ideas were opposed to the stipulated rate, and 
as adopting the current rate might hurt the credit of other securities 
which derived their value from an opinion that they would be strictly 
redeemed, it was best to take an arbitrary rate, leaning to the side of 
liberality, — ^for 1 for 150 t^t this was the medium depreciation when 
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the circnlatioa caased. The oppoution to these several rates cama 
from the Southern Del^ates, in some of whose States none, in others 
but little had been redeemed, & in all of which the depreciation had 
been much greater. On this side it was oheerred by Mr. Madison, 
that the States which had redeemed a surplus, or even their quotas, 
had not done it within the period fixed by Congress but in the last 
stages of deprecation, & in a great degree, even after the money had 
ceased to circulate; that since the supposed Cessation the money had 
generally changed hands at a value far below any rate that had been 
named; that the principle established by the plan of the 18** of 
March 17S0, with respect to the money in question was, that the 
H(dder of it af receive the value at which it was current, & at which 
it was presumed he had received it; that a different rule adopted 
with regard to the same money in different stages of its downfall w1 
give general dissatisfaction. The Committee adjourned without 
coming to any decision. 

UONDAY {KiB DEC* 
Ko Congress. 



A. motion was made by Mr. Ramsay directing the Sect at War 
who was ab! to visit his family in Massachusetts, to take Vermont 
in his way & deliver the Kesolutions passed a few days since to 
Mr. Chittoiden. For the motion it was ui^ed that it would ensure 
the delivery, would have a conciliating effect and would be the means 
of obtaining true and certain knowledge of the disposition & views 
of that people. On the opposite side it was exclaimed ag^ as a 
degradation of so high a Swvt of the U. S., as exposing him to the 
temerity of leaders who were on good ground suspected of being hostile 
to the U. S., and as treating their pretensions to Sovereignty with 
greater complaisance than was consistent with the eventual resolu- 
tions of Congress. The motion was rejected. 

A motion was made by Mr. Oilman that a day be assigned for 
determining finally the affair of Vermont. The opposition made 
to the motion itsdf by Rhode Island & the disagreement as to the 
day among the friends of the motion prevented a decision ft it was 
suffered to lie over. 

For the letter of the Superintend) of Finance to T[homBs] B[arclayl 
Comr for settling accounts in Europe, agreed to by Congr, see Secret 
Journal of this date. 
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The Sect at War was authorized to peimit tho British prisonors to 
hire UtemaelTes out on condition of a bond from the Hirers for Uieir 
return. The measure was not opposed, but was acquieeced in by 
some, only as conformable to antecedent principles established by 
Congress on this subject. Col Hamilton in particular gave this 
ezpIanatiOD. 

Ur. Wilson made a motion referring the transmisuon of the Besolu- 
tions concemii^ Vermont to tbe Sec^ at War in such words as left 
him an option of being the Bearer, without the avowed sanction of 
Congnas. The -votes of Ttx^ & N. York negatived it. The Prcsidi 
informed Congress that he should send the Reeotutions to the Com- 
mander in Chief to be forwarded. 

THURSDAY, DBC^ is. 

'Hie Report made by "hb. Williamson, Mr. Carrol, and JSi. Madison 
touching the publication in the Boston paper, supposed to be written 
by Mr. Howel, passed with the concurrence of R. Island; Mr. Howel 
hesitating £ finally beckoning to Mr. Collins his colleague, who 
answered for tiie State in the affirmative. As the Report stood the 
Executive of Massachusetts, as well as of Rho. Island was to be 
written to, the Gazette being printed at Boston. On the motion of 
Mr. Osgood who had seen the original publication in the Providence 
Gazette and apprehended a constructive imputation on the Mass 
Delegates by such as would be ignorant of the circumstances, the 
Executive of Massi* was expunged. 

FRIDAY, DECT. tS^ 

Mr. Howel verbally acknowledged himself to be the writer of the 
letter from which the extract was published in the Providence Gazette. 
At hia instance the subject was postponed until Monday. 

SATURDAY, DBC«. 14^ 

No Congress. 

MONDAY, DBCEMBBR t0i> 

The answer to the objections of Rho: Island, ss to the Impost, 
penned by Mr. Howel, passed witiiout opposition, 8 States being 
present, of which Rho ; Isf was one, a few trivial alterations only being 
made ui the course of discussion. 

Mr. Howell, contrary to expectation, was entirely silent aa to his 
affair. 
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TUBBDAT, DSn ifia 

Mr. Cairol in order to bring on the affair of Mr. Howel moved 
that the Sed of Foreiga Affaiis be inBtructed not to write to the 
Qovi of Rhode Island on the aubject. The state in w^ such a rote 
would leave the business unless the reason of it was ezpreesed, being 
not adverted to by some, and otherB being unwilling to move in tiie 
case, this motion was incautiously suffered to paaa. The effecc of it 
however was soon observed, and a motion in consequence made by 
Mr. Hamiltoa, to subjoin the words, "Mr. Howel having in hia place 
confessed himself to be the Author of the publication." Mr. Bamsay 
thinking such a stigma on Mr. Howel unnecessary, & tending to place 
him in the light of a persecuted man whereby his opposition to the 
Impost might have more weight in his State, proposed to substitute 
as the reason, "Congress hav* reef the information desired on that 
subject." The yeas & naya being called for by Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
Howell grew very uneasy at the prospect of bis name being thereby 
brought on the Journals; and requested that the subject might be 
suspended until the day following. This was agreed to & took place 
on condition that the ne[ga] tived counter direction to the SeC of F. A. 
should be reconsidered & lie over also. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC* isn 

This day was chiefly spent on the case of Mr. Howel, whose 
behaviour was extremely offensive, and led to a determined opposi- 
tion to him, those who were most inclined to spare his reputation. 
If the affair could have been closed without an insertion of his name 
on the Journal, he seemed willing to withdraw his protest; but the 
impropriety which appeared to some, & particularly to Mr. Hamilton, 
in suppressing the name of the Author of a piece wf" Congreas had so 
emphatically reprobated, when the author was found to be a member 
of Congress, prevented a relaxation as to the yeas & nays. Mr. 
Howell, therefore as his name was neceesarily to appear on the Journal, 
adhered to the motion which inserted his protest thereon. The 
indecency of this paper, and the pertinacity of Mr. Howell in adherii^ 
to his assertions with reepect to the non-failure of any application 
for foreign loans, excited great & (excepting his Colleagues or rather 
Mr. Arnold) universal indignation and astonishment in Congrees; 
and he was repeatedly premonished of the certain ruin in wf^ he vf 
thereby involve his chanicter & consequence; and of the necessity wi^ 
Congress wf be laid under of vindicating themselves by some act 
which would expose and condemn him to all the wcnid. 
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THURSDAY, DEC* i«nr 

See Joumals. 

FRIDAY. DEC* man 

A motion wu mode by Mr. Hamilton for revising the reqnisitiona of 
the preceding and present years, in order to reduce them more within 
the faculties of the States. In support of the motioQ it was urged 
that the exorbitancy of the demands produced a despair of f ulfilling 
them which benumbed the efforts for that purpose. On the other 
Side it was alledged that a relaxation of the demand would be followed 
by a relaxation of the efforts; that unlees other reeotuxses were sub- 
stituted, either the States would be deluded by such a measure into 
false expectations, or, in case the truth sf be disclosed to prevent 
that effect, that the Enemy wf be encouraged to peisevere in the war 
agf ua. The motion meeting with little patronage was withdrawn. 

The report of the committee on the motion of Mr. Hamilton pro- 
posed that the Sed! of Congress should transmit to the Executive of 
Rhode Island the several acts of Congress with a state of foreign loans. 
He object of the committee was that in case Rho: Island should 
abet or not resent the miBconduct of their Representative, as w4 most 
likely be the event, Congress might commit themselves as little as 
possible in the mode of roFerring it to that State. When the Report 
came under consideration it was observed, that the Preai£ had always 
transmitted acts of Congress to the Executives of the States, and 
that such a change on the present occasion might afford a pretext if 
not excite a dtspoeition in Rho: Island not to vindicate the honor of 
Congrees. The matter was compromised by substituting the Setf 
of F. A. who ex officio, corresponds with the Oovemors £c. within 
whose department the facts to be transmitted as to foreign loans, 
lay. No motion or vote opposed the report as it passed. 

SATURDAY, ai DEC* 

He Committee to confer v^ Mr. Livingston was appointed the 
preceding day in consequence of the unwillingness of several States 
to elect either Gen> Schuyler, Mr. Clymer, or Mr. Read the Gentlemen 
previously put into nomination, and of a hint tliat Mr. L. mi^t be 
prevailed on to serve till the spring. Tha Committee found him in 
this disposition and their r^>ort was agreed to without opposition. 
See the Journal. 
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KONDAY. 13 DBCf 

The motion to strike out the words "accruing to the use of the 
U. S.," was grounded on a denial of the principle that a capture & 
possession by the enemy of moveable property extinguished or 
effected the title of the original owners. On the other side this 
principle was asserted as laid down by the most approTed writers, 
and conformable to the practice of all nations ; to which was added 
that if a contrary doctrine were eetablished by Congress, ionumer^ 
able claims would be brought forward by those whose property had, 
on recapture been applied to the public use. See Journals. 

Letters were this day red from Mr. Franklin, Mr. Jay & the Marquis 
de la Fayette. They were dated the 14th of Oc^ That from the 
first inclosed a copy of the 2* Comission to Mr. Oswald with sundiy 
prelimT articles, and distrusted the British Court. That from the 
2i eq>ressed great jealousy of the French Qovi, & referred to an 
intercepted letter from Mr. Marbois, oppodng the claim of the U. S. 
to the Fisheries. This despatch produced much indignation ag^ the 
author of the intercepted letter, and visible emotions in some ag? 
France. It was remarked here that our Ministers took no notice of 
the distinct com*^ to Fitzherbert & Oswald; that altho' on a sup- 
posed intimacy snd joined in the same com*?, tihey the Ministers, 
wrote 8ep<u"atdy & breathed oppo^te sentimenta as to the views of 
France. Mr. LiTingston told me that the letter of the O de Vec- 
gennes, as read to him by the Chevr Luzerne, very delicately men- 
tioned & complained that the American Ministers did not in the 
negotiations vith the British Ministers, maintain the due communica- 
tion with those of France. Mr. livingBton inferred on the whole that 
France was uncerdy anrdous for peace. 

The Fremdf acquainted Coi^ress that O Rochambeau had com- 
municated the intended embarkation of the French troops for the 
W. Indies, with an asstuance from t^e King of France, that in case 
the war s* be renewed ag? U. S. th^ should immediately be sent back. 

HOHDAY S4 DECS 

llie letter from Mr. Jay, inclosing copy of the intercepted letter 
from Marbois, was laid before Congress, lie tenor of it with the 
comments of Mr. Jay, affected deeply the sentiments of Congress with 
r^ard to France. The policy in particular manifested by France, 
of keeping us tractable by leaving the British in possession of posts 
•in this coimtiy awakened strong jealousies, corroborated the charges 
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on that subject, aod with concomitant drcomstances may engender 
the opposite extreme of the gratitude & cordiality now felt towanfa 
France; as the closest friends on a rupture are apt to become ihe 
bitterest foes. Much will depend however on the course pursued 
by Britain. The liberal one Oswald seems to be pursuing will much 
promote an alienation of temper in America from France. It is not 
improbable that the intercepted letter from Marbois came thro' 
Oswald's hands. If G. B., therefore, yields the fisheriee & the back 
territory, America will feel the obligation to her not to France, who 
appears to be illiberal as to the 1^ & favorable to Spain as to the 2* 
object; and consequently has forfeited the confidence of the States 
interested in either of them. Candor will suggest howeTer that the 
situation of France is and has been extremely perplexing. The object 
of her blood A money was not only the independence, but the com- 
merce and gratitude of America; the commerce to render independ- 
ence the more useful, the gr&titude to render that commerce the more 
permanent. It was necessary therefore she supposed that America 
should be exposed to the cruelties of her Enemies, and be made sensi- 
ble of her own weakness in order to be grateful to the hand which 
reheved her. This pohcy if discovered tended on the other hand to 
spoil the whole. E^erience shews that her truest poHcy would have 
been to relieve America by the most direct & generous means, & to 
have mingled with them no artifice whatever. With respect to Spain 
also the situation of France has been and is pecuharly delicate. The 
claims & views of Spain & America interfere. The former attempts of 
Britain to seduce Spain to a separate peace, & the ties of France with 
the latter whom she had drawn into the war, required her to favor 
Spain, at least to a certaia degree, at the e^ence of America. Of 
this G. B. is taldog advantage. If France adheres to Spain G. B. 
espouses the views of America, & endeavours to draw her off from 
France. If France should adhere to America in her claims Britain 
might espouse those of Spain, & produce a breach between her &. 
France; and in either case Britain w^ divide her enemies. If France 
acts wisely, she will in this dilemma prefer the friendship of America 
to that of Spain. If America acts wisdy she will see that she is with 
respect to her great interests, more in dango* of bong seduced by 
Britain than sacrificed by France. 

The deputation to R. I. had set out on the 224 & proceeded } day's 
journey. Mr. Nash casually mentioned a private letter from Mr. 
Pendleton to Mr. Madison informing that the Legislature of Virgt 
had in oonaequence of the final refusal of R. I. repealed her law for 
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the impost. Aa this circamstaiice if true destroyed in the opinimi 
of the deputies the chief aigt to he used hy them, viz: the nnaniniity 
of the other States, they determined to return & wait for the Southern 
poet, to know the truUi of it. The poet failing to arrtTe on the 23f, 
the usoal day the deputies on this day came into Congress & stated 
the case. Mr. Madison read to Congress the paragraph in the letter 
from Mr. Pendleton. Congress verbally resolred, that the departure 
of the Deputies for K. I. s* he suspended until ih» further order of 
Congress; Mr. Madison promisiDg to ^e any information he mi^t 
receive by the post. The arriTal of the poet immediately ensued. 
A letter to Mr. Madison from Mr. Bandolph ctmfirmed the fact, & 
was communicated to Congress. Hie most intelligent members 
were deeply affected & prc^^nosticated a f aOure of the Impost scheme, 
& the most pernicious effects to the character, the doration & the 
interests of the Confederacy. It was at length notwithstanding 
determined to persist in the attempt for permanent revenue, and a 
Committee was appointed to report the steps proper to be taken. 

A motion was made by Mr. Rutledge to strike out the salvago for ' 
recaptures on land, on the same principle as he did the words " accruing 
to the use of the United States." As the latter had been retained 
by barely 7 States, and one of these was not present the motion of 
Mr. Hutledge succeeded. Some of Those who were on the other side, 
in consequence, voted a^ the whole resolution & it failed. By com- 
promise it passed as reported by the Committee. 

The Grand Committee reported after another meeting with reqtect 
to the old money, that it should be rated at 40 for 1. The Chair 
decided on a question raised, that according to rule the blank tfi not 
have been filled by the Comittee; so the rate was expunged. 

fYom Tuesday 24 of Dec^, the journals suffice untill 

MONDAY, so DBC« 

A motion was made by Mr. Clarke, seconded by Mr. Rutledge, to 
revise the instructions relative to negotiations for peace, with a view 
to exempt the American Plenipotentiariee from the obligation to con- 
form to the advice of France. This motion was the effect of impree- 
sions left by Mr. Jay's letters, & the intercepted one from Marbois. 
This evidence of separate views in our Ally, and the inconsistency of 
that instruction with our national dignity, were urged in support 
of the motion. Li opposing the motion, many considerations were 
suggested, and the ori^nal expediency of submitting the commissicni 
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for peace to the Councils of France descanted upon. Tin reasons 
aasigned for this expediency were that at the juncture when that 
measure took phw» the American affairs were in the most deplorable 
situation, the Southern States being OTemm & exhausted by the 
enemy, & and the others more inclined to repose after their own 
fatigues than to exert their resources for the relief of those which 
were the seat of the war; that the old paper currwicj had failed, Sc 
with it pubhc credit itself to such a degree that no new currency 
oonld be substituted; £ that there was tiien no prospect of intro- 
dticing specie for the purpose, our trade being in the most ruinous 
condition, & the intercouise with the Havana in particular unopened. 
In the n^t of these distresses the mediation of the two Imperial 
Courts was announced. The general idea was that the two most 
respectable powers of Europe would not interpose without a serious 
desire of peace, and without the energy requisite to effect it. The 
hope of peace was therefore mingled with an apprehension that con- 
siderable concessions might be exacted from America by the Media- 
tors, aa a compensation iat the essential one which Britain was to 
submit to. Congress on a trial found it impossible from the diversity 
of opinions 8c interests to define any other claims than those of inde- 
pendence & the alliance. A discretionary power therefore was to be 
delegated with r^ard to all other claims. Mr. Adams was the sole 
minister for peace, he was personally at variance with the French 
Ministry; his judgment had not the confidence of some, and his 
impartiality in case of an interference of claims espoused by different 
quarters of the U. S., the confidence of others; a motion to associate 
with him two coUet^pies, to wit, Mr. fVanklin & Mr. Jay, had been 
disagreed to by Congress ; the former of these being iotereeted as one 
of the Land Companies in territorial claims which had lees chance of 
being made good in any other way than by a repossession of tbe 
vacant country by the British Crown, the latter belonging to a State 
interested in such arrangements aa would deprive the U. S. of the 
navigation of the Mississippi, & turn the western trade throng 
"S. T.; and ndthsr of them bong connected with the So. States. 
Hie idea of having five ministers taken from the whole Union was 
not suggested until tiie measure had been adopted, and communicated 
to the Chevf de Luzerne to be forwarded to France, when it was too 
late to revoke it. It was supposed also that Mr. Laurens then in 
the tower would not be out, Sc that Mr. Jefferson wf not go; Sc that 
the greater n! of Ministers, the greater the danger of discords Sc indis- 
cretions. It was added that as it was eiqwcted that nothing would 
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bo yielded hj G. B. which was not extorted bj the address of France 
in managing the Mediators, and aa it was the intention of Congress 
that their minister should not oppose a peace recommended by them 
& approved by France, it was thooght good policy to make the decl&- 
ration to France, & by such a mark of confidence to render her friend- 
ship the more responsible for the issue. At the worst it could only 
be considered as a sacrifice of our pride to our interest. 

These considerations still justified the original measure in the 
view of the members who were present & voted for it. All the new 
members who had not participated in the impressioos which dictated 
it and viewed the subject only under circumstances of an opposite 
nature, disapproved it. In general however the latter joined with 
the former in opposing the motion of Mr. Clarke, arguing with than 
that supposing the instruction to be wrong, it was lees dishoncovble, 
than the iostahility that wf be denoted by rescinding it; that if G. B. 
was disposed to give us what we claimed France could not prevent it ; 
that if G. B. struggled agr* those claims our only chance of getting 
them was thro' the aid of France; that to withdraw our confidence 
would lessen the chance & d^ree of this aid ; that if we were in a 
prosperous or safe condition compared with that in which we adopted 
the expedient in question, this change had been effected by the 
friendly buccoib of our Ally, & that to take advantage of it to loosen 
tiie tie, would not only bring on as the reproach of ingratitude, bat 
induce France to believe that she had no hold on our affections, but 
only in our necessities ; that in all possible situations we s? be more 
in danger of being seduced by G. B., than of being sacrificed by 
France; the intereets of the Utter in the main necessarily coinciding 
with ovib: those of the former being diametrically opposed to them; 
that aa to the intercepted letter, there were many reasons which 
indicated that it came through the hands of the Enemy to Mr. Jay, 
that it ought therefore to be regarded even if genuine, as communicated 
for insidious purposes; but that there was strong reason to siispect 
that it had been adulterated if not forged ; and that on the worst sup* 
position, it did not appear that the doctrines maintained or the 
measures recommended in it had been adopted by the French Ministry 
and consequently that they ought not to be held responsible for them. 

Upon these considerations it was proposed by Mr. Wolcott, 2^^ by 
Mr. Hamilton that the motion of Mr. Clarke should be postponed, 
which took place without a vote. 

Mr. Madison moved that the letter of Doc^ Franklin, of the 14 
Octi, 1782, should be referred to a Committee, with a view of bringing 
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into consideration the preliminary article proposing that British 
snbjecta & American Citizens tfi reoiprocslly have in matters of com- 
merce the privil^ea of natives of the other party; and giving to the 
Ameriean Ministers the instraction which ensued on that subject. 
This motion succeeded, and the committee appointed consisted of 
Mr. Madison Mr. Butledge, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Hamilton & Mr. Osgood. 
The contract of Gen! Wayne was confirmed with great reluctance; 
being cooBidered as improper with respect to its being made with 
individuals, as admitting of infinite abuses, as out of his military 
line, and as foimded on a principle that a present commerce with 
G. B. was favorable to the U. S. a principle reprobated by CongreB& 
ft all the States. Congress however suppoeed that these considera- 
tions ought to yield to the necessity of supporting the measures which 
a valuable officer from good motives, had taken upon himself. 

TUBSDAY, DBCf 31, ii»* 

Tho report of the Committee made in consequence of Mr. Madison's 
motion yesterday instructing the Ministers plenipo on the article of 
commerce, passed unanimously as follows: 

Betdlved, That the Ministers Flenipo for n^otiating peace be 
instructed in any commercial stipulations with Q. B. which may be 
comprehttided in a Treaty of peace to endeavour to obtain for the 
Citizens and inhabitants of the U. S. a direct commerce to all parte 
of the British Dominions ft Possessions, in like manner as all parts oi 
the U. S. may be opened to a direct Commerce of British subjects; or 
at least that such direct Commerce be extended to all parte of the 
British Dominions ft poasesaions in Europe & the West Indies; and 
the sfud Ministers are informed that this stipulation will be particu- 
larly expected by Congress, in case the Citizens ft subjects of each 
party are to be admitted to an equality in matters of commerce with 
natives of the other party. 
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Committee of (he week 

7 Jai»i4i7, 1782. Benjamia Hawtdns 
Jonathan Elmer 
Samuel Osgood 

15 January, 1782. Samuel LiTermore 
Henry Wynkoop 
Noble Wimberly Jones 

2lJanuary, 1782. SamuelJohn Atlee 
Silas Condict 
Arthur Middleton 

28 January, 1782. Elias Boudinot 
William Floyd 
Benjamin Hawkini 
4 February, 1782. Thomaa Smith 
Edward Telfair 
Isaac Motte 

11 February, 1782. Joseph Montgomery 
Nicholas Eveleigh 
Noble Wimberly Jones 

18 February, 1782. Richard Law 

John Morin Scott 
Silas Condict 

25 Februaiy, 1782. Samuel Osgood 
Arthur Lee 
Philemon Dickinson 
4 March, 1782. Thomas Smith 

Samuel Wharton 
Silas Condict 

11 March, 17^. William Floyd 

Nicholas Eveldgh 
Geo^e Partridge 

18 March, 1782. Ezekiel Cornell 

Daniel Carroll 
Abraham Clark 
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2SUut^, 


1782. 


Koblo Wunberly Jones 
Abraham Clark 
George Partridge 


1 April, 


1782. 


Silas Condict 
William Floyd 
Edward Telfair 


8 April, 


1782. 


Joseph Montgomery 
Jonathan Elmer 
OUver Wolcott 


15 April, 


1782. 


Theodorick Bland 
Samuel John Atlee 
Jonathan Elmer 


22 April, 


1782. 


Arthur Middleton 
Oliver Wolcott 
Silas Condict 


29 April, 


1782. 


Silas Condict 
Turbett Wright 
Edward Telfair 


6 May, 


1782. 


John Rutledge 
William Few 
Samuel Wharton 


UMa7, 


1782. 


Richard Law 
William Floyd 
George Partridge 


20 May, 


1782. 


John LoweU 
Turbett Wright 
Thomas Smith 


27 May, 


1782. 


Noble Wimberly Jones 
John Morin Scott 
Samuel John Atlee 


3 3ma, 


1782. 


Eliphalot Dyer 
William Few 
WilUamEllery 


10 June, 


1782. 


Ralph Izard 
David Howell 
Thomas McKean 


17 June, 


1782. 


John Witherspoon 
Henry Wynkoop 
Bem'amin Huntington 
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24Jimfl^ 


1782. 


James Duane 
John Taylor Gilman 
Noble ^nmberly Jones 


IJuly, 


1782. 


John Lewis Gervais 
Henry Wynkoop 
Silas Condict 


8 July, 


1782. 


Jonathan Jackson 
Arthur Lee 
Edward Telfair 


15 July, 


1782. 


Jesse Root 
Thomas Smith 
John Taylor Gilman 


22 July, 


1782. 


HughVraiiamson 
Samuel Osgood 
George Clymer 


29 July, 


1782. 


William Blount 
John Taylor Gilman 
Jonathan Jackson 


SABgUBt, 


1782. 


Samuel Osgood 
Samuel Wharton 
David Ramsay 


12 August, 


1782. 


Samuel John Atlee 
Noble Wimberly Jones 
David Howell 


19 August. 


1782. 


Arthur Ifiddleton 
Eliphalet Dyer 
Thomas Smith 


26 August, 


1782. 


John Taylor Oilman 
Benjanun Huntington 


3 September, 


1782. 


Ezra L'Hommedieu 
John Taylor Gilman 
Turbett Wright 


9 Sept«mbtr, 


1782. 


Samuel John Atlee 
Silas Condict 
William Few 


IS September, 


1782. 


Elias Boudinot 
George Clymer 
Joseph Jonee 
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23 September, 


1782. 


John Taylor Gilmui 
William Few 
Ezra L'Hommediea 


30 S^tember, 


1782. 


William Hemaley 
Thomas Smith 
Silas Condict 


7 October, 


1782. 


William Blount 
Samuel John Atlee 
Benjamin Huntington 


14 October, 


1782. 


David Ramsay 

Ralph Izard 

John Taylor Gilman 


21 October, 


1782. 


Jonathan Arnold 
Hugh Williamson 
John Lewis Gervais 


28 October, 


1782. 


llieodorick Bland 
lliomas McEean 
Flulemon Dickinson 


4 NoTember, 


1782. 


AbnerNash 
Phillips White 
Samuel Wharton 


12 November, 


1782. 


Ralph Izard 

Ezra L'Hommedieu 

WiUiam Hemaley 


18 November, 


1782. 


Abraham Gark 
Thomas Fitzaiimnons 
Richard Peters 


25 November, 


1782. 


Alexander Hamilton 
Joseph ( 1) Jones 




1782. 


William Floyd 
Jonathan Arnold 
David Ramsay 


d December, 


1782. 




16 December, 


1782. 


Abraham Gark 
John Collins 
Nathaniel Gorham 


23 December, 


1782. 


No appointment is recorded for this ireek | 


30 December, 


1782. 


Oliver Wolcott 

Benjamin Hawldna : 

SUas Condict 1 
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Janoaiy 3. 

Hospital Department. 

375. By the United States in Congress assembled, January 3, 1782. 

4." Broadside in two columna. 

Report of CUrk, Ccanell ind Uotte. A copy la in tha John Cuter Brown 
Libtvy. It mewnrea 20.6 x 21 cms. 

Janoaiy 8. 

Ordinance for Marine Captures. 

376. Ad Ordinance / For Amending the Ordinance, ascertaining 
what Captures on Water / shall be lawful. 

P". Broadside. 
A copy ia in the Jtdm Cuter Biown Libruy. It meuuree 34.5 x 21 cnia. 
January 10. 

p\tn at Inspector's Department 

377. By the United States, in Congress assembled, / January 10, 
17^. / Flan for conducting the Inspector's Department. 

F**. Broadside. 
Plan leported by Comell, Lovell and Motto, in plsce of that adopted Septem- 
ber 25, 1780. 

Janoary 24. 

Court Martial on Howe. 

378. Proceedings / of a / Qeneral Coari Martial, / Held at Phila- 
delphia, / In the State of / FennsylTania, / By <>der of his Excel- 
lency / Qeneral Washington, / Commander in Chief / of the Army 
of / The United States of America, / For the Trial of / Major General 
Howe, / Decamber 7, 1781. / Major General Baron Steuben, Presi- 
dent. /Philadslphia: / Printed by Hall and Sellers, in Market-Street. / 
M,DCC,LXXXn. / 

F*. pp. 31. 

A matilated copy is in the Library of Congnm; the last eevea ptg^ are miasitig. 
^M npart of the proceedinga acquitting General Howe waa received, read bi 
Congieaa and approved, January 24, 

"Febmaiy 19, 1782: ... A letter 'of IS tnta major gcoeial B. Howe waa 
read, requeeting that the proceedinga of the goteial court martial on hia trial 
be printed by Ccmgieaa." Journal. 
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Febnury 20. 

Datsimloatloii of Qnotat. 
379. By the United States in CongreM asHembled./ 
Whereas it is become indispensably necessary to settle and / adjust, 
and finally to determine the proportions to be borne by the / several 
states of the expences of the war .... 

F". Broadside. 



Febrouy 23. 

Resolution on Exchange. 

380. By the United States in Congress assembled. / February 23, 
1782. 

F°. Broad^de. 

BefmiiiK to extshmga Lieutenant G«neiml CharUa, Earl Ccmwallia, "not from 

any apprehenaiona of hia influence <»' Buperior abililiea; but because they look 

upenhimsotin the light of a Britiih general, but a barbarian." It also relatea 

to the parole of Henry Iauhou, and tlie maintoumce d British priataierB. 

February 26. 

Ordinance for Marine Captores. 

381. An Ordinance / For further unending the Ordinance, / ascer^ 
taining what / captures on water shall be lawful. 

Narrow F°. Broad^de. 
A copy ia in the Uaaaachuaetta Hiotorical Society. It meaaurea 20.6 z 12.4 cms. 

March 19. 

Fast-day ProcUmatloa. 

382. Proclamation. / The Goodness of the supreme Being to all 
his rational Creattires, demands their Ac- / knowledgements of 

Oratitude and Love; / / Done by the United States 

in Congress assembled, this nineteenth Day of March, in the Year / of 

Iiord One Thousand seven Hundred and eighty-two, . . . / 

New-London: Printed by Timothy Oreen, Printer to the Governor 
and Company. / 

F°. Broadside. 
Followed by a procIunatloD by Governor Trumbull, dated April 10, 1782. 
A copy ia in the Library of Congren. It meaaurea 33.6 x 21.6 cms. 
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July 10, 

Distribution of Prizes. 
3S3. An Ordiiumce for the better Distribution of / Prizes in cer^ 
tain Cases. / 
Be it ordained .... 

12°. Broadside. 
A copjr 1b in th« Libnty of Congraas. It nmsures 13 x 11 cms. 

Jal7 23. 

Hospital DepartmenL 

384. By the United States / in Congreaa assembled, July 23d, 
1782. / 

Resolved, / That in conducting the business of the Qeneral Ho»- / 
IHtal, .... 

F°. Broadside of two columns. 

Report of Uontgonury, Clark «nd Ranmy. X copy la in the Library of 
CongieflB, Watldnyton Paper*. It tneaaurea 40.5 x 30.5 cma. 

August 7. 

Airangement of the Anny. 

385. By the United States in Congress assembled, August 7, 1782. / 
Resolved, / That the secretary at war, on or before the / first day 

of Januaiy next, cause the non- / commissioned officers and pri- 
vates 

4°. Broadside of two columns. 
Report of Cornell, Isard, Osgood, Bland and Duane, a conunittee on the "most 
just and practicabls means of reducing the expendituiee of the United States 
in the sevwal departments". 
A copy it in the Library of Congress. It measures 21 x 17 cms. 

October 4. 

Adherence to Alliance with France. 

386. By the United States in Congress assembled. / October 4, 
1782. / 

'Whereas by the articles of confederation and peipetual union, the 
sole and ezclusive right of mftlring peace, .... 

Narrow F°. Broadside. 
A copy is in the WasBichusetta Historical Society, signed by Tboroacoi. It 
measures 23 x 9 cms. 
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October 10. 

Notlcs to Contncton. 

387. Office of Finance, October 10, 1782. 

120. Broadmde. 
PabHc notica to contacton ka coiitiment»l nippUee to aond in eatitn*t« in 
nUoaio(1783. 

October 11. 

TbanksglTlag-day Proclamation. 

388. By the United States in Congress asaembled. / Proclamation. / 
It being the indispensable duty of all Nations, not only to offer up 
their suppli- / cations to Almighty God, the giver of all good, for hk 

gracious assistance / / Done in Congress, at Philadelphia, the 

eleventh day of October, in the year of our / Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-two, / Printed at Exeter. / 

F°. Broadside. 
Fieceded by ui order to observe th« day, dated November 1. 17S2, uid dgned 
by Governor Wear*. 
A copy is in th« Libimiy of CongreM. It meoBurea 34 z 21.6 cms. 

October 23. 

Regulations for QuartennaBter General's Department. 

389. Kegulations for the Quarter Master General's Department. / 
By the United States in Congress assembled, October 23, 1782. / 

F°. Broadside in two columns. 



October 24. 

Ordinance for Post Office. 
390. General Post-Office, October 24th, 1782. /Extract from ao 
Ordinance passed by the United States of America in Coogresa 
Assembled, October 18, 1782, entitled / An Ordinance for Regulating 
the Post-Office of the United States of America / [signed] James 
Bryson, Assistant. 

F". Broadside. 

The dnit of wa. ordinance erecting ft poert office wu re|>orted to Congren July IS, 
by Scott, Clark kud Atlee, wu read t, second lime October 2, ftnd wu ftdc^tted 
October IS. A aupplomentftl oTdinuice wu ftdopted October 28. 
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October 29. 

Qutrtenuuter General's Department. 

391. By the United States in Congress sssembled, /October 29, 
1782./ 

F". Broadside. 

Additional regulationB for lationB in the QuutennMtter Genenl's Deputment, 
npoTted by O^ood, luid, Blond ftnd Duane. 

A copy id in tho John Carter Brown libnuy, oa vereo of the legulationa of 
October 23. 

IToTember 18. 

Receipts and Expenditures. 

392. A general View of Receipts and Expenditures of Public 
Monies, by Authority from the Superintendent of Finance, from the 
Time of bis entering on / the Administration of the Finances, to the 
3l9t December, 1781. / / 

[ngned] Joseph Nourse, Register. / Register's office, November 18, 
1782./ 

Oblong f. Broadside. 
A copjr i« in the Libnry of CongieM. It meMuree 24.6 z 38 cnu. 
Rules for Troops. 

393. Rules and Articles / for the / Better Government / of the / 
Troops raised, or to be raised, / And kept in Pay, / By and at the 
Expence of the / United States / of / America. / PhUadelphia : Printed 
in the Year / 1782. / 

12*. pp. 39. 
A copy is in the libmy of Congnoe, Cohnial PompUcti, Volume 5, Number 3. 
It !■ a reprint of the Rules and Arliclea of 177S (see No. 127) with tvo articles of 
1777 added. There ue some errors in numbeiing the sections. 
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